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¥0 thefrlnttr of fbi Political Register, . 

St ft, 

1 Imagine you cannot do the nation a greater (ervice ift your 
department, during die calm which now fncceeth the political 
ft©*ws and hurricanes of laft winter, than by laying before thfe 
public, fijch candid and diipaffionatewritinge on the adjninifbtt- 
tion of government, as have a tendency to moderate the Warmth 
©f party ajeal on the one hand ; and on the other, to correct the 
foibles 30 d vices of high characters in office* 

Perhaps no better method can be devifed, to anfwer thefe va- 
luable purpofes, than to try if the virtues and abilities of Our ru- 
Jers.will ftand the tell of thofe iixed, invariable principles, which 
in all ages and countries have been deemed the ground-wo/k; 
or ba&s of .great and worthy characters, *— by this mefhbd we may 
be enabled to carry conviction and amendment home' to the 
breafts of kings, without incurring the cenfure of being imper- 
tinent, infolent, or even difrepectiul. Such is the defign of the 
piece I have the honour to fend you s-~it exhibits a faithfuli por- 
trait of a oood KiifG. If it meets with the approbation of your 
readers, I will finith the picture of Awirt Kino; and I will be 
■refponfible to the nation, if the fame favour is fhewn to thefe 
two performances, as has been granted to feme of the- productions 
of the Royal Academy in Pill Mall, that they will be the means 
of reftoring tranquility and harmony at home; and of recovering 
the credit, and influence of . the Britfrh crown in foreign courts.— 
, Vol. VII. B ^ I 
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I defirc only an advantageous light, and a permanent place for 
them in the Royal Cabinet at the Queen's houfe ; and my life for 
iti tljey will be found to furpafs in excellence, every other work 
. of human art, treafured up in that repofitory of the Virtu, 

P. S. I have an Englifh family-piece by me containing 
a large groupe of figures : it was the chef d'oewvre of an ancient 
matter who entitled it, The cood subjects, — unfortunately, it 
lately met with an accident, for Handing too much expofed, it 
WttpiJJed upon by fome courtly curs ; — Such ftains, all good artifts 
know, it is a difficult matter to remove : however, Sir, I fhall ufe 
my belt (kill in repairing it, and as foon as I know my other 
capital piece* are received, and fecurely fixed up in the Royal Ca- 
binet, 1 will fend it to keep them company ; but if contrary to my 
expectation, they fhould be rejecled, I (hall have it tranfportcd 
in its prefent condition to Guildhall, where the value of the 
piece, notwithstanding its modern blemifhes, will be acknow- 
ledged, and the ancient matter be venerated to lateft pofterity. 

~ T«E GOOD KING. 

Rex datur propter regnum 9 et noq regnum propter regem. Potentia non 
eft nifi ad boniim* 

# -^TP*HE falfe ideas we generally form of all external objc£U, 
"J! are the fource of all our errors : this equally holds good 
in the political as ia.the moral world; and our irregular paffions 
and affections are commonly no more than the natural confe- 
quences of thofe falfe ideas preferited to us with life and fpirit. 
.We. cannot therefore 'be too circumfpeft in framing juft ideas, 
not only that w« may not be betrayed into a falfe judgement of 
things, but alfo, that we may not be feduced to fet our affections 
upon any objects, however dignified and important in appear- 
ance, which xU) not spent our-regard by their, in trin fie worth. 

Of all the virtues that adorn the human mind, that gene* 
rally termed goodnefs is perhaps the leait linderitood. And from 
our mifepprehenfions of this accomplishment arifes a variety of 
falfe conceptions concerning the moil exalted ftations in life : 
few people conceiving,, that the vulgar idea of goodnefs attached 
to fome characters renders them truly contemptible. 

Thus if we define it ;o be the effect of an eafy, indolent tem- 
per, of a genius devoid of tafte, of a weak, pufillanimous foul, 
eafy to be entreated, and foon won over to the purpofes of others, 
— goodnefs with thefe alloys is fo unbecoming a oreat King, that 
it neceffiirjly incurs, firll oar pity, and then our averfion. 

We meft therefore be e^tremeLy careful not to apply the qua- 
lity of gcodnefs to any foibles or vices, fpeciet <virtutibusjitnilis. 
True goodaek being a benign propenfity in our difpofitions to 
beneficence, which delights in the' exercife of every virtue 
that is beneficial to mankind- It is of a communicative, anddifru- 
live nature, but always enlightened and replete with inexhauftible 
energy — rejects neverthelefs infallibly, every petition which vir- 
tue does not folicit. Penetrate 
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Penetrate we ever fo little into the reafon, wh^ the vulgar form 
an idea of goodnefs, fo indecorous to a great king, we /hall find 
it is becauie they coniider it of courfe as accompanied by fome' 
concomitant vice ordefeft, in which view it ceafes to' be a virtue, ' 
and degenerates into indolence, imbecility or timidity, and often 
becomes a real crime. Thus to bear with injuftice is not barely 
deviating from the character of being good, but it is becoming 
bad. To fuffer an atrocious crime to pafs unpunifhed, is to 
permit it, and to permit or to authorize in a prince, is nearly the 
fame. To connive at or tolerate abuies, without being con ft rain- 
ed by necefiity, is indolence, and to comply when duty requires a 
firm denial, is not goodnefs, but want of refolution. A king 
therefore who fails in any one of thefe inftances can pretend to no 
more than the title of a good-natured, which ignorant people con- 
found with that of a good king, though they are almoft as different 
as vice from vixtue. 

A good king is convinced of the truth of this political maxim : 
that it is no left inconvenient to live under the empire of a prince who is 
too eajy % than under \ one who is too fever e. He learns from it, that 
to purfue iniquity without referve ; to be inflexible to the moll flat- 
tering and urgent folkitations of the wicked, to be vigilant in the 
fuppreflion of evil, and to proceed fleadily in the courfe of ftritt 
juilice, is to be truly good, becaufe it is to reduce into pra&ic* 
that moll amiable virtue for the common benefit of fociety. 

But when confident with the public welfare, a good king finds 
an inexpreflible fatisfa&ion in complying with the defires of his 
fubjecls. Confcious that men are fenfibly affected by every thing 
which foothes and flatters their inclinations, when thefe are law* 
ful, it is his care to prevent their earliell wiflies, to outftrip their 
warmed defires. Such concjefcenfipn raviihes all hearts ; and his 
fubjefts, as one man, are difpofedto facrifice all they hold dear in 
the fervice of fuch a prince. 

The intcrefls of a good king, and thofe of his fubje&s are not 
only infeparable, but they are really one and the fame, 'the 
father and the children are too clofely united to admit of a fepa* 
ration of their joint concerns. A king who feparates his intereil 
from that of his fubjedls, no longer acts in the capacity of a king, 
he becomes in that cafe a private man, becaufe he has his own 
particular views like a fimple fubjedfc. He confiders himfelf then, 
as difibciated and divided from his people. He is a chief who 
does not regard himfelf, as united with the other members of the 
body politic, nor will he concur to maintain a perfect harmony 
with them. 

A good king di (tributes the tendered, moll fenfible marks of his 
bounty to every perfon of dijlinguifhed merit. Thofe who are 
.ufeful to the ftate he honours with efteem, and gratifies them with 
riches and dignities, proportioning their advancement to their 
public virtue. To diicover and draw forth from its baihful re- 
tirement, concealed worth, is his mod favourite pailime. Con- 
fious that favourable circumftances and commodious fixations' 
in life are neceflary to put fome virtues in practice, he raifes 
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ttye <kfpond$nt, cfaeara the difcos&li&te, and animates tta timkU 
where he difcerns latent talents nipped only by the untimely froft 
p)f adver$tjf, but which cherifhed by his fonerlng hand will adorn 
andffuppart the weight of government. In a word, all who are 
virtuous and emulous of fair fame, he encourages without partia- 
lity, or other predilection than that of tranfcendent merit. 
. To none of his fiihjecls will he ever put on an afluming air of 
fjeicenefs when they are admitted into his prefetice, as that would 
betray a chaia&er. inferior, to his dignity. The foul of a good 
king js, above the pageantry of ail the titles in the univerfe. 
Superior to his dignity he employs it always to th^ beft purpofe, 
and makes, it fubiement to his: virtues. He never therefore en- 
<{eavqurs to put on a ftern air before his good fubjedts, his fierce- 
nefs is referved only fox his enemies } before whom it is fome- 
times becoming. His afpeft is truly majeftic, but then it is a 
ihajefty fo tempered with affability that it captivates mens hearts. 
In his, petfon all b auguft awd' noble, but tre rays of good nefs 
lyhich faille in his eyes, qualify that awful fplendour which fur- 
sounds the throne, and infpire the moil; delicious confidence. ' 
. When he goes forth among bis people, acclamation and 
tranfpo?t accompany him, he ddfFufee univerfal joy, and excites 
$he gendered emotions of affo&ion in their hearts,—! will not add 
of fear, unlefs it be that which- refuks from efteem, for a good 
king i? formidable only to bad men, on account of his juit and 
wholfome laws. What could fear produce in the minds of good 
(ulyetfs., which love arid veneration do not much better efred ? 
Awe diiftifes an inexpreffible confeioufnefs of guilt over men's ac- 
tions. A good king therefore infpires his worthy fubjrcls with 
no other than that of difobliging, or of lofing him : but per- 
haps it will be faid, that the complete character we are here deli* 
acating, cannot be attained but with the utmoft difficulty, and 
onljr by purfuing a thoufand different maxims which the mind 
Hiuft be a long time accuftomed to and trained up in. It is in- 
deed a great happinefs where the feeds of true magnanimity and 
virtue are early, fown in the minds of princes, and a nation can- 
not confer too great rewards on thofe who thus educate the king 
that is to reign over them; but as this good fortune but rarely 
falls to the lot of the bappieft kingdom, it may be necefTary here 
to affirm, that it is in every prince's power however he may have 
been mi fled by thofe who have had the care of his education, or 
by his own youthful paffions and caprices, to aflame the character 
of a good king by adopting only one fan pie, uncompounded 
principle, which rightly . underftood, will of itfelf complete the 
amiable portrait ^we have drawn. It is briefly this, to look up- 
on himfelf as. the man of his people, or in other words, that he 
fliould reign as if he was bom for the fake of his fubjedts, Nihil 
ftUud eft imperium nifi cura falutis alien* : Dominion is nothing 
more than the guardianlhip of the fafe/.y and happinefs of others. 
To give full credit to this maxim, and to carry it info practice 
conftuutcs the character of a good king j whereas an erroneous 
x . • " « an<{ 
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and fatal perfuafion that the people were born for the prince, 
and that his arbitrary dilates muft at all times be obeyed, is what 
forms the character of a tyrant: and nd tyrants ever enjoyed the 
felicity of being beloved by their fubjects, or the fecurity of be- 
ing maintained and fupported in the pofleflion of the throne, on 
which the evil genius of the nations they governed had placed 
them : on the contrary, it is more natural to imagine their fubjecta 
would join the firft foreign force that threatened to invade their 
kingdoms, or foment and encourage civil commotions at home in 
hopes of producing a revolution which might free them from the 
galling yoke of opprefSon. 

A good king efteems it the height of human grandeur to be 
the benefactor of millions— the ambition of a bad king is to en- 
clave or deflroy thofe unhappy wretches who fall within the reach 
of his power. Yet fo infatuated are the generality of mankind, 
fo prejudiced by education, and fo duped by the artifices of de- 
%ai n g men, that they are readily brought to believe that the 
happinefs of kings confifls in being potent and abfolute 
~-in poflefling vaft dominions and enlarging them daily by con* 
queft — in forming mighty projects and having the good fortune tQ 
lucceed in the execution of them, and finally in the indulgence of 
all manntr ofvoluptuoufnefs, but more efpecially that of knowing 
no obftacle to the complete gratification of all their defires, 
though it were at the hazard of the lofs of their empires, or the 
total ruin of their fubjects. But fuch happinefs a3 this, not* 
with Handing all that can be advanced by flattering courtiers, in 
its favour is neither pure nor permanent : as it depends not on 
the perfon who enjoys it ; but on an infinite variety of external 
incidents, one of which failing the whole fpring of delight is bro- 
ken ; and the vain monarch unufed to reft rain t, controul or dif- 
appointment, feels the force of it fo fenfibly when it happens, 
that the bare fufpenfion or temporary cefTation of the full exercife 
of his fopreme will and pleafure throws him into agonizing 
mifery, and renders him the rreaneft and moil wretched being 
upon earth. In this (late of uncertainty are all the boafted en- 
joyments of thofe mighty mon3rchs who are famed in hiftdry for 
their heroic deeds in arms and their defpbtic rule over their fub- 
jects : their pleafure depending on the fate of war, on ricnes and 
an abject Hate of the human mind; a fatal reverfe of fortune 
has often been their lot, and a few revolving years have conducted 
* them from the throne to the fcaffold. Victory which they ima- 
gined chained to their triumphal cars has treachcroufly gone over 
to their enemies— the wealth they hadamaffed with indefatigable 

Eains, perhaps by the indifcriminate plunder of friend and foe, has 
een diflipated by their own extravagance, or to glut the avarice 
of needy courtiers — their flatterers and their women no longer 
finding the reward of their adulations and wanton carefles have 
deferted them, and their fubjects with their affection which they 
never took care to cultivate, have thrown off their allegiance ; 
and thus the pretended happy monarchs— the heroes or rather ty- 
'- * • rants 
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rants and fcourges of , mankind abandoned on all fides, and 
deftitute of that confolation which good men receive from a con- 
ic io us fenfe of their own virtue, have generally either funk be- 
'iicath the weight of anxious vexation, corroding fdrrow, and 
horrid retrofpeclion, and groaned out a weary remnant of life, 
or have fallen the vidlims of their own cruelty and oppreflions. 

Of this melancholy picture the condition of good kings is juft 
tie reverfe, but while we examine it, let us carefully bear in 
mind the difference between the imbecile good natured, and the 
truly good prince. 

Decorum requires, that the pleafures of men -fhould be adapted 
to their circumilances: thof* of gentlemen fhoiHd differ widely 
from the amafcments of the ruflic and vulgar : noblemen and 
princes, fince the option mould be fuitable to the rank, (hould have 
fliH more refined and elegant fenfations than thefe — and what 
then fhould be the pleafures of a king ? He (hould be conftantly, 
employed in obtaining pleafures which arc the refult of bis love 
and beneficence to his fubjects— thefe he can enjoy in all feafons, 
at any age, and in every fituation of life that can befall him. But 
what notion can we entertain of a king who ftrangely infallible 
to. the peculiar delights adapted to his iupreme rank, fhould pre- 
jiofteroufly addict himfelf to thofe which are fuitable only to men 
of low condition. A prince who is /hut up in his palace with 
lis women and children may l?e a good natured, ealy, harmlefa 
man— but he is hardly innocent or honell when considered as a 
king — for indolence and partial indulgence are criminal in that 
lacred character. 

To ce'afe to do good, though but for a fliort time is to deviate 
from the complete character qf a perfect king, who muft be ela- 
borate in his refearches for the good of mankind. To render 
the people happy is indeed a royal pleasure, a pleafure which 
lias always feniibly affec"ted the fined fouls — to this all others, 
Jiave feemed infipid, or at beft but trifling amufements. 

Such were thy tenements, O Titus ! the delight, the darling 
of mankind. Inform therefore all the rulers upon earth, that there 
is no pleafure furpafies royal benerkence! a word only from your 
mouth will abundantly evince this truth. Give ear then, O ye 
princes, to this uni*verfally belo<ved emperor. This day, fays he to 
hh friends, / have loft : lefs could not be fuppofed upon his 
letting fall this mournful icflefiion, than that he had either failed 
in the execution of fome glorious^ enterprize, or had neglected 
fome weighty concern of ftate. Jnftead of this he only regretted 
—that he had done no one aft of beneficence and the day was 
paffed — yet this he thought a matter of fufficient reproach — as 
if the day was of no other* fervice to him, than that of being be- 
neficent to his fellow-creatures — fo that had he been under an 
inevitable neceflity, to have patted the remainder of his Jife in 
that manner, he would have reputed it all as time loft — had he 
not numbered his days by his bounties, life itfelf would have 
appeared to him as inlignificant and irkibme. It is manifeft then 

.'•■-•■ that 
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that he found an ineffable pleafure in doing good, without which 
all others were to him tafteiefs and vapid ; bccaufe nothing could 
compenfate for the abfence of that pleafure, he found in ads of 
benevolence. 

It will be aflced, perhaps, how it happens, fince to render his 
people happy mull be fo true a pleafure to a king, that fo few 
take any pains to enjoy it ? the reafon is becaufe there are not 
many who preferve a fine natural temper free from the infection 
of flattery, and falfe grandeur ; and that t)xU virtue of kings, im 
uhich the felicity of their fubj eels confifts, is expofed to infinitel/ 
greater perils, than it is in other men. Every thing confpi res co 
taint their pureft fentiments. A king therefore who maintain* 
the virtue of goodnefs, and exercifes it in its full vigour, ia de- 
fiance of the fedu&ions of wicked, corrupt courtiers, we majr 
well fay is the mailer-piece of human nature. 

As to the trite argument, that it is impolfible a good king, who 
governs by the laws of nature, reafon and virtue, Can Be either 
io powerful, or fo independent, as he who rules .by force; it 
merits refutation before we finifh the picture of an amiable prince. 
It is true, a defpotic prince, who knows no other law but his will 
can fqueeze immenfefums of money from his fubjedls; and ira- 
pofe upon them the mofl ponderous and galling yoke of bon- 
dage — but he who reigns by the affections of his fubjecls, finds 
his wants and his wifhes equally anticipated, and their free- will- 
offerings are iqexhaurrible, for with their hearts he becomes matter 
of their property. It is the fame with their lives, the defpotic 
prince may command his fubje&s to attend him to the field .of 
battle, but they will -not expofe thcmfelves with any degree of 
zeal, in the defence of a monarch, whorules over them only to oppreSs 
them, arYd whofe victories are but new fources of calamity to them by 
adding to the number of his (laves, and rendering oppofition to 
his abfolute will more difficult and dangerous ; — while on the con- 
trary* the fubjetts of a limited monarch, tied down in a certaia 
degree by wholefome laws which infure the freedom of the ftate, 
btit fiill more by his own goodnefs of heart, 1 is furrounded by 
•volunteers, who confider their own fate as dependent on that 
of their beloved prince, and are interefted in his profperity or ad- 
«erfity : to promote therefore the one, and avert the other, they 
will ftand forth, them and their children to meet the enemy at 
the gate, and will die glorioufly in the defence of chat liberty, 
which the generous monarch has preferved to them inviolate un- 
der his mild and equitable admin ill ration. 

Defpotic fway rauft very often be fupported amidft murmurs, 
complaints, tumults, infurreftions and rebellion. The reign of love, 
on the contrary, knows no fuch anarchy, the tumult of joy and 
tranfport, the wild uproar of popular acclamations, the heralds of 
the people's felicity, is all the confufion occafionally produced 
in fuch a government. — Force Hands in need of informations^ 
profecutions, fines, imprifbnment, manacles and fetters to euro 
the refractory, the discontented, and perhaps juftly irritated 
ftbjects, who are at lafl made the victims of their noble oppoft- 

tion 
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tloa to arbitrary conduit.— Love on the other hand, has no other 
bonds, than thofe refalting from choice and confent, which are 
like the Gordian knot. — Tyranny in (hort may be (hook off and 
vanquiibed, but the dominion gained by affe&ioh is invincible* 

Tie prince who governs on defpotjc principles has vaflals it is 
true, who obey him, but it is a forced obedience refembling that 
of the brutes, who with ftubbomefs bend theirnecks to the yoke. 
He who reigjns by love alone, has the fatisfa&ion to fee his fub- 
je&s follow, in their obedience, the bent of their own inclinations, 
and to experience that he is not fubmitted to merely as a king, 
but becaufe he is mailer of the hearts of his- fubje&s. In a word, 
the former lords it over miferable flaves : the latter reigns over 
free fubjedts, who efteem it their greateft felicity to live under 
his aufpicious protection. 

From this flcetch of the difference between the fituation of a 
«ieipotic tyrant, and a good king we may draw this fair inference — 
That the great art of governing confifts in the fecret of knowing 
how to gain the love of the people. Politicians have endeavoured 
to throw difficulties in the way to embarrafs and perplex princes 
in their ftudy of this divine art, by reprefenting the mafs of the 
people as factious, difcon tented; capricious, and infolent; bat a 
good king knows that it is always in his power to engage the 
affedtioris of his people, and even to turn their foibles to advan- 
tage. As his government is founded on the virtues of humanity* 
he will not fuffereveh the multiplicity of their faults to diminiih 
the benevolence of his difpofition, but imitating the almighty, 
he will permit the fplendour of his goodaefs to mine on the juft 
and the unjuft. The refra&ory be will attempt to reform by mo- 
deration and lenity, by (hewing his unwilhngnef* to abandon 
them to the rigour of the law; and the virtuous he will Hrengthen 
and confirm in their fentiments and practice of re&itude, by ad- 
vancing them alone to dignities and honours, and by con/ering 
on them the mod ample rewards, that none of thefe may have 
occafion to reproach tbemfelves for having led a life of virtue, 
or cultivating talents ufeful to the ftate, under a ^prince who let 
merit pafs unnoticed and f offered the rnoft amiable characters to 
languim in obfeurity; while lharpers, gamblers, debauchees, 
libertines and traitors engroffed his confidence, and monopolized 
every honourable or profitable office in his government. 

But as the beft natural difpofition unfupported by an enlighten- 
ed understanding is of no fervice to a prince, it will be neceffary 
before we can complete the portrait ef a good king, to (hew how 
far wifdom mud contribute her aid :o the formation of this per- 
fect piece. I (hall, therefore, leave off for the prefent; and ac 
the next ^tting endeavour to draw the features of a Wife King, 
which happily introduced and blended with thofe already traced 
out, will enabre us to exhibit a picture of human grandeur, which 
it will be the intereft of every monarch to contemplate, till he 
arrives at the fame degree of perfection. 
* Socrates. 
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For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 
On a great lawyer's opinio*, ddivered judicially at a late trial. 

•*- S>uod jufium eft, honeftum eft : njiciffimque, quad honeftum eft,, 
juftum eft. 

IN reading the public papers of June 5, I found an account 
given of the trial of Mr. Almon for felling a pamphlet, deemed a. 
libel, and that his council Serjeant Glynn, pleaded irrhis defence, 
••' That it was fold without Mr. Almon's privity or conferit;— 
and therefore he could not be fuppofed to have fold the fame with 
any malicious or /editions intention, as qbarged in the information 1 
on which argument he would red his defence." And furely no 
one could have wifhed for a better, had he been in the condition 
of Mr. Almon, whofe innocence was, in this plea, more clearly 
demonftrated. Confident we may be, that had any one of the 
jury, or even the judge himfelf been a book-feller, and fo 
circomftanced as Mr. Almon was, he could not have defired 
a ftronger plea* in proof of his innocence. Yet alas ! fuch are the 
times into which we are fallen, that this was an inefficacious plea, 
and afforded no fort of fecurity again ft a verdict of gnilt and 
crime, even in the man who knew nothing at all of the matter. 

This has led me to put the cafe in evtry point of light, in which 
I was capable of placing it, in order to find what pouible pretext 
or covering might be produced* none occurred, except that theologi- 
cal dogma, of a transfer of guilt from one being to another, by an 
arbitrary- decree of the fupreme governor. But inafmuch as this, 
extravagance is no way capable of defence, unkfs we difrobe 
the univerfal governor of equity, truth, and righteoufnefs, the 
opinion would not, in the leaft, fatisfy me, or, could I have ab- 
fardly fancied, that moral guilt could be derived from farther to 
ion, and the father* *s eating four grapes didfet the children* 5 teeth on edge, 
this would have left me under fbme embarrafsmcnt ; becaufe in 
the cafe before us, the fin of the fervant is imputed to his mailer, 
of which he is wholly ignorant and unconfenting to: here the blood 
cannot be faid to receive a taint, in the fenfe of any law, either hu- 
man or divine, real or imaginary : for it is beyond the power of 
the mind to conceive how the fervant's guilt could fo operate 1 , 
- as to affett his matter. For, let us fuppofe a cafe as high as we 
can,— a druggift or an apothecary has a fervant well informed in 
the different nature of drugs, and their medicinal intention ; yet 
the fervant, whether wilfully or carelcfsly fells an improper drug, 
to the great injury, or death of the purchafer, would any 1 
man of found mind, and in his fober fenfes accufe the .nailer, 
or reckon him culpable, for the careleflnefs, or the wicked nefs 
of his fervant, who has fold poifon, deadly poifon, for proper 
medicine? In the cafe of Mr. Almon's trial, we are told, that 
after the jury had taken two hours confutation on the me- 
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tfts *, they return Into court putting this queftion f «w*.. " Whe- 
ther the mafter could be deemed guilty of publifhing what had 
-been fold 'only by his ferv'ant, and that without his knowledge r" 
• a queftion, which one would have thought, mud at once have 
reiolved itfelf: carryingin its very front, the-rooft abfolute ne- 
gation. Nor was there ever any maxim in the divine govern- 
ment, nor in any well-formed human police, that could deter- 
mine guilt or crime, where there was neither knowledge nor con- 
fen t. Conference itfelf cannot cenfure or condemn, in fuch a 
ftate of indifputable, unqueftionable innocence. And T ihould 
be tempted to conclude that a judge that could tell the jury who 
put the queftion, " in his opinion the mafter was guilty ; as every 
mailer is anfwerable for the acts of his fervant;" i ihould, I fay, 
be apt to conclude, he would not allow that opinion to hold in 
the cafe of the king and his minifters. And yet, there is ap- 
parently, much more reafon why the' king ihould be deemed 
fuilty of the treafon which his fervants commit again ft the con* 
itution, in all their illegal prbcee dings : becaufe he is entrufted 
by his people with the choice of public officers of ftate, from the 
confidence they have in him, that he will not put their laws and 
liberties, their rights and properties into the hands of men who 
will abufe and betray them. — 

But if a mafter muft be anfwerable for the mifdeeds of his fer- 
vant in matters concerning which he is ignorant and uncon- 
fenting ; how much more ihould a king be anfwerable for the 
wicked meafures of his minifters, who are not only known to 
him, but which have his countenance and con fen t, or are ap- 
proved by him. 

Nor can any truth be more obvious, than that the condition 
of a people muft be inexpreflibly wretched, their lives and pro- 
perties in a ftate of the utmoft infecurity, when a iirft magistrate 
in the Britiih courts of judicature, can officially declare it to be 
his opinion, that guilt and punt foment ought to f aft en upon innocence. 

" Nihil eft tarn incredibiie, quod non dicendo fiat probabile." 

But let me whifper in the ear of my reader, the fecret is out, 
Almon was bufily concerned in the Weftminfter Kemonftrance I — 
he muft therefore, at all events, be puniihed : and the meafure 
of proceeding againft him, will fubferve the end in view of tak- 
ing away the liberty of the prefs. 



To the Publifher of the Political- Register. 
SIR, 

IF not incompatible with the plan of your Political Regifler, you 
are defired to infert in it the following article — It requires no 
comment — every perfon in the leaft converfant in hiilory, more 

par- 
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particularly in the hlftory of our colonics, well knows the woo* 
derful propenfity of the Hyperborean clans to fwarnt and affil- 
iate where they are once fufFered to obtrude a fet demerit ia the 
warmth of a more indulgent climate. A caveat may, at this 
juncture indeed, be requifite to the Oriental directors, jofi to 
warn them to know whom they employ, left their Englifh poflejf- 
fions (hould foon be converted into the more admired, modiih 
and courtly eflablifliment of Britifh ones. 

The following number of Scotch gentlemen (all necefiarily of 
illuftrious families) were in the fervice of the Eaft India company 
in, Bengal the latter end of Auguft 1769. 

On the CIVIL LIST. , 
One counfellor 
One junior merchant ^ 
One factor 
Six writers 
The mailer attendant 
Fire civil furgeons 

On the MILITARY LIST. 

Five lieutenant colonels 

Five majors 

Twenty-fix captains 

One captain lieutenant 

Twenty-eight lieutenants 

Two firft lieutenants 

One fecond lieutenant 

Twenty- eight enfigns 

Four military furgeons 

The two contractors for the army 

Several furgeons afliftants 

The fecretary to the commander in chief 

Trje two aids de camp to ditto 

One aid de camp to the governor 
. One ditto to the colonel of the firft regiment 
' One commiflary to the army 

Nine captains of feapoys 

All the officers Rationed at the factory of Bard wan 
except one 

Herein is not included matters of veflels, pilots, or 
per Tons in inferior Nations. 

I am, Sir, 

Your well wifher and humble fervant, 

C a A. Z. 
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'"" ~. " ¥otfa k Vtinttt if the Political Reqister. 
: SJR, 

CjOME expreffions -which have been pnblidy made nfe of upon 
l O t5ie late addrefsof s iihe pe6ple to the king for the redrels Of 
" grieVatoces, have given e*ery ferifibleinan in the nation the great- 
'eft and the traeftxatffe of alarm. Bafe born ! O Britons ! are we 
to be treated thus ? are* not the protection of the laws, an'd the 
bleflings of oar, conftitution the birth-right of every, individual 
man 5n the kingdom ? 'and to 1 what more noble inheritance can he 
"l*e bbrrf? fwutyfelf a gendeman ; of the north of England, dew 
fcended, as appears by the jjenetflogrca! tree in my hall, front an- 
ceftors who were. renowned in this country, before the Saxons 
were called in "by "Vortigern, and Who were nearly related to 
Vortigern himfelf. So that though I can boaft, if 'it be* a matter 
of boaftingi that I am fprung from -as long a line bf an cello rs as 
perhaps any man in Britain, yet I \ert\y btelieve that my groom 
Tom has had as many forefathers as myfelf, if he could but 
reckon them : and, for ought I 'know, he may be defended from 
king VortigeYn himfelf, tho' I can only make out a defcent from 
his relations* Jt is .a well known abfervation, that there is not 
a man now* irt die wdrld,* ifhe were to lie attended by all his an- 
ceftors from Adam, but woald 'find many -kings and beggars in 
the train. One would expect that Mat. Prior's epitaph would 
have polled down for ever, in this nation, ,that abfurd /welt of 
pride, of valuing ourfelves upon what we could have no hand in, 
the deeds of thofe who went before us. Every man ihould (rand 
upon his own legs, and his own merit; and we' fhould never 
forget that wife fentence which is exprefled fo many different 
ways at New College, Oxford, Manners makcth man, fays William 
ofWickham.- But this puts me in mind of the reply of the Lord 
Chancellor Sir Tkemas. More to Manners Earl of Rutland : 
they had both been exalted to their honours by K. Henry VIII. 
The chancellor, knowing ifheoEarlto be an high' man, treated 
him, upon a vifit, as he thought ^he had a right to do, from his 
Hation as Lord Chancellor, the Earl refented thh, and in aliufion 
to Sir Thomas Itf&ie, faid, Weil, my Lord, I fee (he old faying 
verified, Honores mutant more*; O, tny Lord> replyed Sir Thomas 
I fee that much ftrdnger in Englifh, Honours change manners ; 
.•and they chairge them indeed, not at all fos the better, avis evi- 
dent to, the whole nation. For no fooneris an honcft, humane, 
Tpubiic fpirited gentleman hang "about with a title or a bit of 
ribband,* but, by fome malignant influence, he and his family 
become changed into the moil infolent, venal, and felfifh animals 
that crawl upon the face of theearth, and then fay to men, much 
better then themfelves, Avaunt, ye lafe-born, and daie not even 
tolookvapon me, that outfhine yon as the fun! I krtovv one' # man 
who has lery little worth in himfelf, but has ten thoufand pounds 
a year in* land, who was lately created, what they call, a Noble- 
man; and iince is jnade a privy counsellor, wfro, with all the 
; fuperciliou.s. 
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fupercilious 1>a»ghtinefs of his title, ndw looks with contempt o» 
his former acquaintance, though we ail know that his father was 
-a brewer, and a poor one too at firft j and the brewer's father a 
•butcher and amongft the loweil of that rank : yet, nittviveaie 
t&j^-farayand he is the king's coofin. - \ * . 

Indeed there are fohie few of that clafs of people, -who,, to tfTeir 
true honour, difdain to value themfelves upon the -accidental 
Qualities of blood and kindred. Not an hundred years ago a 
certain perfon, whofe defcendant now fits in Ike ifppar .koufe, 
-was created a baron, whofe father had been Lord Mayor, of Lon- 
don, and a foundling. The fon of this baron, enjoying the title 
after his father, was one day in company with fane of his own 
rank, who were boafting of the antiquity of their families.; Well, 
faid our baron, I am the fourth lord of ay family ; Hrw can 
that he, my Lord, youare fnrely hut theifetBnd? I can demonstrate 
what I fay; — Fray let its hear?— I am a Lord, my father was a 
Lord } — Very well, you can go no ' farther y-t-O-yti, {aid Jie, my 
grandfather was Lord -Mayor of London y+-Very time* ht$ there 
you're ftoft ;~-Not at all, faid he, tfor my fcreat grandfather was, 
the Lord. knows who. And are thefe the men who have -the im- 
pudence to defprfethe people of England, a* btfc.bomi ^Surely 
thafbafe term came wkh the worir. grace in the world) rromthe 
bafe : month tfoaffirft uttered it. This fpeech mad pat every body 
i n mind oPhis bafe origin . For if any thi ng can make an origin 
bale, it innft be the mixture of ^unlawful loftj 



Sot if this i 
had good nefs in himfeflf, it would cover the defects of hi* an- 
cestors. A few years ago there was an humorous Hiftory ^Eng- 
land piiblilhcd, faid to be written by a Nobleman foil.. living, 
who was, in his time, the greateft wit of the age; and at- th« 
end of this hiftofy, there* is drawn up a formal genealogy of aU 
' the kings and queens of England, fince the^onqueft, and it goes 
up from George the Second, through all thefe princes, to Henry 
the Firft, who was the brother of William Ruius, who was. the 
fon of William the Conqueror, who was the fon of a whore: but 
nobody thinks that our prefent amiable patriotic Monarch, who 
is adorned wjch fo many mining virtues as have attracted the 
love and efteeik of all his own fubjeols, and the refpecl and ve- 
neration of every monarch upon the face of the earth, is a bit the 
worfe for being defcended ,from this fon of a whore. 

I* wks the other day reading a little book printed for Becket 
in the Strand, called, The Travels of a Philoibpfaer, and in 
p. 165. begin thefe obfervations, " The Chinefe hiftory has care- 
fully preferved an inftance of generofity in two of the ancient 
emperors, who, not perceiving amcngn their own children any 
one worthy to mount a throne, which virtue alone ought to in- 
herit, named as their fucceflbrs two fimple labourers, thefe la- 
bourers, according to the Chinefe annals advanced the happinefs 
of mankind, during very long reigns. Their memory is (till 
held in the highefl veneration. It is annecenary to obferve how 

much 
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much examples fuch as thefe honour and animate agriculture. 
The Chinefe nation has ever been governed like a family, of 
which the emperor is father, his fubje£ts are his children, without 
any other inequality, but that which is eilablifhed by talents. 
Thofe puerile diftin&ions of Noble/ft and Plebeians, men vf family, 
and men of mean birth, are no where to be found but in the jar* 
gon of. new people, itill barbarous, who having forgot the common 
origin of all men, irifolt without reflection, and debate the whole 
human face,. Whilft that nation whofe government is ancient, 
dating its commencement with the firil ages of the world, are 
fenfibie that all men are bom equal, all brothers, all noble. Their 
language ha? not hitherto even invented a term for expire fftog this 
pretended diftindiion of birth. The Chinefe who have preserved 
their annals from the remote It time, and who are all equally the 
children of the emperor, have never fo much as fufpecled an in&- 
-qnaltty of origin among!* them. From this principle, that the 
emperor is father, and the people his children, fpriqg all the 
duties of focie y, all .the duties of morality, every virtue of huma- 
nity, and the union of every with for the common good of the whole 
family/' 

As I am far advanced in years I have claimed the privilege of 
narrative old age; but fhall only trouble you with one flory more, 
and leave the application to whoever it may concern. After King 
James and his Prince of Wales had tied to France, and we had 
eftabriflved King William on our throne, one of King James's 
priefts was talking in a coffee-houfe, upon this revolution in the 
government, and faid, That if the king had behaved difagreeably 
to the. nation, it was very hard that his innocent child fhould be. 
deprived of his birthright for his father's, faults. The fam^ua 
Afgil happened to overhear- him, and came up immediately to 
the prielfc, and faid, There are two reafons, Sir, which weigh ve- 
ry much with me, why that child fhould not be king of England : 
Bray, Sir, 'what, are thefe? Why, Sir, the firft reafon is, Becaufo 
it is a great doubt, whether he be the king's fon at all. Upon 
this thepritft fet himfelf with all his might, to prove, by a thou- 
iand arguments, that he was the king's (on.; and with the higheH 
airs of confidence,- anfwered every objection that Afgil brought 
again ft it ; t\H at lad Afgil gave up the point, and faid, Perhaps 
he might be the king's fon. The prieft then afked him, witlj 
the infolence of a conqueror, Whst was his fecond reafon, why 
he would not have this child to be .king ? To which Afgil an- 
fwered, Becaofe he is the king's fon ; — Pray, Sir, what do you meant 
«— 1 mean, Sir, That I would not have the fon of fuch a poluqptl 
to be king of fuch a nation as this. 
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- To the PRINTER; 

SIR,... 

FINDING the inconvenience, particularly to foreigners, of not 
having a General Directory in Co large and populous, 
a city as this, I have fome idea of undertaking a Work of this kind, 
whereby not only the merchant's and tradefman's place of abode, 
may be more eafily foind out, but likewise the Noblefe of both 
fexes. As this will be an enquiry attended with fome labour, I 
fhall not enter into the work, till I find how a fpecimen wiH be 
approved of, which I this poft fend by way of trial*, the re- 
minder you may exped as this turns out. 

I am, Sir, Vour's 

Jack Meggot. . 

Persons names. Places of aboixe. 

His Mnjcfty— — Fetter-iagfr 

Her Majefty— — — — — Union^ar/. 

Duke of Gloucester — : Turn*again-/a**. 

Duke of Cumberland 'Groftuener's place. 

Princefs Dowager of Wales— Scotland-yard* 
Duke of Devonfhire- ■ ■ . L onr-acrt. - 
Duke of Northumberland— —NobJe-Jlreft. 

L6rd Barrington- ■ — Butcher- row. . *- 

Lady Harrington — — Threadneedle-/r>«tf. 

Colonel Craiggs — Petticoat-/*;*. * 

Lady Arabella Carpenter— Rloomjbury. 

Lord Mansfield — — Whue-Hart-«*r*. 

Mr. Wilkes . —Freeman' s -court. < 

Dr. Arnc-- ■ Harp-u4%>. 

Lady Harriet Stanhope An gel -roar/, Snoiv-£///. 

Archbifliop of Canterbury-—- Gracechurch-yftw/v 

Lotd Mayor Labour^in-vain-hilL 

Hon. Mr. Fox felow-bladder./7>«*. 

Duke of Grafton^ King's^*, St. James's. 

Lord North ' Upper end of Parliament yfrver. • 

Lord Grofvenor » -— Cuckold* s-point. r 

Lord March* Stable-yard. • 

Sir Fletcher Norton— — Crown»«*r/ 
Charlotte Hayes-— —Dog and Bitch yard. 

Dr. Goldfmith : Pope's bead- alley. 

Dr. Smith, head mailer of J D . ,. , 

Weftminfter-fchool j Btrcbtn4ane. 

Alderman Harley -* — Oxford-market. 

French Am baflador — Fleur-de-lis-court. 

Lord Chatham " — Great Britain fireet. 

Sir Robert Ladbroke Leaden ball-market. 

Edmund Burke, Efq; Primrofe-hill. 

Lord Valentia Mount ftreet. 

Duke of Bedford ■ *—~Golden-fquare. , 

Richard 
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PzRSOKS NAM!* PLACE* OF A^ODJ. 

Richard Rigby Time Hats, IJlingten. 

Hon. Mrs. F— z— y (Prefi- \ c . 

K c!!u PdSB!akeDelaVa1 ' } *«*'/•»>- 

Farfon Home —- ■ ■ Conftitutfon-bilL . 

Lord Camden ■ ■ - ■ Apollo-court* 
Jeremiah Dyfon, Efq;- Dirty-lane* 
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ANECDOTE. 

HEN the late Pretender died at Rome, his fon the Cheva- 
who had before been called Prince of Wales. a/Turned 
the fame titles which had been granted to his father by the Pope, 
namely, King of Great Britain, &c. The Scotch and Irifti 
Catholics, immediattdy on the Pretender's deceafe, prayed 
for the fon by thofc . titles ; for which the fuperiors of the con* 
vents an^ fome others were ban i (bed from Rome ; the courts of 
France and Spain being at peace with England ; and not chafing 
that the Pope mould juft at that juncture gire umbrage 
to the Englifh court. Among!! the moft zealous for the Pre- 
tender's title on. this occasion was the Abbe Grant, a Scotch 
prieft, who has been all his life remarkably attached to the 
Stuart family and their conftant dotneftic attendant. Abbe 
Grant was banifhed with the other offenders, and his penfion from 
the Pope flopped. But as this was done politically by the court 
of Rome, and not in real difpleafure, Abbe Grant was foon re- 
called and his penfion reftored. When Lord Bute came to 
Rome, this man* together with one Bryant, another Scotch 
Roman Catholic, were the intimate bofom friends and conftant 
confidential companions of Lord Bute. They fpent every evening 
together at Lord Bute's^ from feven o'clock ; and frequently the 
whole day. The A&be was loaded with favours and prefents ; 
and it is fuppofed that Abie Grant received more in one month 
from the family of Bute, . (which is a baftard fon of the Stuart) 
than ever he did from the legitimate race for all his fervices. 
The Abbe was far from concealing thefe favours ; his fuperb* 
enamelled gold fnuff-box, a prefent from Lord Bute's fon, wa» 
produced before all companies, and offended the eyes and nofe 
of every honefl Englifhman. It is now very confidently reported 
at Rome, that by intereft of Lord Bute, Abbe Grant is to be 
made Arch bi (hop of all Canada, with a large appointment from 
the Englifh Government, and that he is to have one of the va- 
cant Cardinal's hats, and that he will be named, Legate a Latere, 
by his Holinefs the Pope. , • 
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A ciuumftantial Account of the Trial of Mr. Almon for filling 
. the London Museum, in which was contained the Letter of 
JUNIUS. 

SATURDAY morning, June 2, a little after nine, came on 
in the Court of King's Bench, Weft minfter- hall, before 
the right honourable the Lord Mansfield, the tryal of Mr. Al- 
ison, t>y information, for felling the letter of Junius to the K— — . 
in a monthly publication called the London Mufeum. Only eleven 
of the fpecial jury that were fummoned attending, the court was 
obliged to have recourfe to a talefman from the common jury, 
when the caufe was opened by reading the information^ after 
which Mr- Attorney General pot up and informed the court, 
" That he had lodged the information as a duty required of 
him/rom his office, and for fuch an offence, as in his opinion, 
would not be fuffered to pafs unpunifhed in any- country; that 
it was true every fubjeft in this free kingdom had an undoubted 
right to make ufe of his hands, his fword, or his pen ; but that 
bur laws were made to reftrain the ufe of them to the prejudice 
of any individual" He flourifhed away with all the rhetoric he 
was mailer of in praife of the Xing, and with a mod heroical 
enthufiafni exclaimed, " What heart is there in this court that 
would not glow with tranfport at having fuch a fon ! what heart 
is there in this court that would not glow with tranfport at hav- 
ing fuch a Father 1" from praifing a monarch as univerfally be- 
loved by his fubje&s as by the attorney general, or any other 
of the court officers; he defcanted on the heinoufnefs of tradu- 

% <dag a character fo exalted, fo defervedly efteemed, he next af- 
ferted that he held the liberty of the preis in the highefl eilima- 
tion j and by the amazingly warm manner he fpoke in its favour, 
bellowing all the ftfongeft epithets upon it the warmed of its 
advocates could form, one would have thought he was council 
for Mr. Almon, in Head of manager of the profecution on the 
aide of the crown ; but his ardour was defigned for a trap, as, 
in proportion to the degree of praife he had bellowed upon it, he 
aggravated the guilt of the perfon who abufed it, thereby painting 
the publifher of Junius in the mo ft difguftful and villainous 
light, and reprefenting the paper ia quellion as a moft flagrant 
abufeof the laws; after expatiating largely on many parts of it, 
he left the affair to the determination of the jury. Having ended 
his fpeech, two uitne&s were examined on the fide of the 
crown, tjie Urik a Mr. Eibbins, who has a penfion from the govern- 
ment merely for picking up fuch pamphlets as can, with the 
afliftance of the law, be cbnflrued libels; th6 fecond called him- • 
felf Mr. Crowder, and upon Serjeant Glynn's queflioning him, 
informed the court he wa* a private gentleman belonging to the trea- 

fury ; this gentleman was peculiarly accurate in hit evidence, more 

than once declaring he, bought Junius's letter at Mr. Almon's 

in a mifcellaneous collection, called the Britijh Mufeum, whereas 
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the ^ame of the pamphlet is the London Mufeum \ but as this was 
n#( taken notice of by the tfourt, we prefatne it was of lit t Is 
confequence, ahho the witneft was giving evidence cpon oath. 
Their deposition being mad?, Mr. Serjeant .Glynn got up, 
and entered with accuracy and precilion on Mr. Attorney's ipeech, 
he faid " He totally agreed with him as to the excellency of . 
his Majefty's character and difpofitron, equally coinciding with 
him that the man who personally traduced him, with an ^ntent 
to alienate the affections of his people; was the worft of rarK- 
. ans, the vileft of aflaffins ; but that ccnfuring the condodl of 
the minifhy was by no means criminal 5 that the King's hand was 
rieceferily and unavoidably concerned in every act of govern- 
ment ;" and *' that any perfoh was liable to punifhtnent for ani- 
madverting on government" was a doctrine of a nattrre too per- 
nicious to admit of ah advocate in any court, as It Aruck at once 
at the liberty of the prefs, the principal bafb of our freedom ; 
a? to the fubject matter of Junrus's letter, he would not enter on 
it at this time, as it would probably be ^debated hereafter ; that 
that concerned and woo Id fall on the original pubfFifher, he would 
not therefore trifle with the time of the court, but he could not 
help taking notice, that he thought the officers of government 
were confcious they went upon wrong grounds in this prosecution, 
as in the information they had omitted the word fal/e, cufromaTiiy 
ufed, and which was at prefect peculiarly neceffary, iince, if they 
knew the contents of J unins's letter were untrue, they certainly 
fhould have infer ted this word in the information, the ©million 
implying, that every charge made by Junius was a fact.— — This 
was a circumftance, he obferved, that the council for the crown, 
fliould have itarted, and not have left it for the defendant's coun- 
cil to point out to them** * And impartially conftdering the 
cafe,- it was uncommonly crtfel, to fingle out Mt. Almon for 
felling Junius'^ letter in a mifcellaneous pamphlet, when it had 
been publifhed and fold, at the firft hand, by many different 
'perfons/; the meflengers of tne prefs, who fwore they had^bought 
it at Mr. Almon's, he declared, were officers, who ought to 
have beenaboliihed ever fince the days of James II. and he did 
not think any degree of criminality attended the perfon who fold ' 
a thing inadvertently, as fome hitentton ought to be proved, of 
which the moft diftant proof could not be brought in this 
cafe, f th'ere being wicneffes ready to fwear, that the pamphlet 
was fold without Mr. Almon's knowledge, add agarnft his content ; 
the ferjeant bbferv^ed, that in a civil adtion, if a man it ruck his 
neighbour inadvertently, and without intention of hurting him, 
he would' certainly be acquitted; that it was -a parallel cafe and 
he hoped the gentlemen of the jury, in whofe hands he trufted 
"his client, would corifider it as fuch. Mr. Davenport,, the 
ether council for Mr. Almon, feconded the ferjeant, and having 
' ' finifhed,. 
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fioifhed, Lord Mansfield gave a (hoit charge to the jury : he told 
them, that the ferjeant was miftaken aj to the oroiumn of the 
word fajfe; that that, and many more epithets in informations, 
were mere terms in law ; and that the 'word f*l[t % and feveral 
other words pf the like nature, had been emitted for feme years, 
they being wholly immaterial i f,ha.t tne )**y h*d two points to go 
u£on ; the firft. Whether Mr* A J won. was, the poUilheri the 
fecond, Whether they agreed to the conftruttion put upon Ju- : 
nius's letter in^the jnformatipn ? Put he particularly urged as 
the moft material, the quel} ion, Whether Mr. Aln&Qn was o^ was 
not the pulpliiher ? 4 eclirill 8 ttta V intention had nothing to do in' 
the cafe ; that "the fale wa^ a&ual publication ; -and jf the jury, 
though! fo/.thgy Wfluld. and njuft_ bring him in guilty. . : 
Xhejur^ withdrew for two hours -^nd a, few minutes, and then' 
returned, and put a que Hipp to the court, «* Whether tTie m af- 
ter could be deemed guilty of what had been fold only by his 
fervant, and. that without his knowledge j?" The judge aafwered, 
*[ Tha,t in his- opinion he was, as evtry made* is, anfwerable for 
the ads o| his fervant." v JThe jury thereupon brought him u> 
guilty y and his (entente now remains in the ijreaft of the court. 
It has-been oJ)ferve4, that there fcarce ever was- fiich an ijiftauce of 

Sbitr^try^ oppieulve, and, ^nw^Frantat>U malice in che miniury. 
. t. 'AJmon is &ngl£d otif as the fir/l object of puniftunenf, for. 
accidentally,, aqd^ contrary- fofts will,, felling a letter, nc£ yet 
proved a libel ;trie4 and r coavic~ied on*he evidence of twoiraer- 
cenary common informers, ata time when the real publisher avow*, 
edly ftood forth ; and numbejleft others who have printed the 
letter in qjieftipn w*th $eir, immes 'annexed to it, are on the 
foot' -So far may be ne$enVy to obferve %. the attorney general 
declared, Jjiis jeafon for not bringing on the original publifher'a 
trial $&, was, thafc he was ill in bed, and had been (o for 
fome timp, in which he wa^ greatly miftaken, the original pub- 
lisher. Jfavj/jg been. for fpme month* pa£ in perfect health, and at 
that moment, the very time of the {rial, attending in .\\£elt~ 
minft&rTJiall, in confequepce of a fufe poena from the governments 
to produce tbfi original copy of the advertisement,; which, by 
tjve-bye, nad Mr, Miller's hand writing on it* as- coming imme- 
diately from Jiim, and ordering the expence of infer ting it to 
be charged to hil»« 

. Seven profecutions are commenced againA feven printers; 
and upon the fame ground* feventy times {tven might have 
been commenced again ft t,heir cuftomers : the attorney general 
himfelf was a publisher of Junius % and we may fairly accufe the 
whokt privy council, and even the cabinet-council, of publiihing 
this libel againfl the King;* There is no doubt but they have all 
read this Junius ; and we believe none of them took the care the 
law requires to lock up, or deftroy it; t^ey left it doubtlefs, 
carelefsly on their table, or in their window; and this is a pub- 
lication ; and was the .attorney general, from a ?eal for his 
maker's, honour, to file an information* txqficii, again Jt hjmfelf, 

P 3 ajury 
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a jury, that Mmld convi&AImon, muft convifl the attorney ge- 
neral.^— And yet who can believe the attorney general would 
leave Junius on his table, or in his window, with a defign falfelyi 
fcandalpufly, and malicioufly, to libelhis royal matter ? 

Cod forbid we fhouhf fee the day, when, under a pretence of 
punching a falfe, fcandalous, and malicious libeller 6: the King* 
the liberty of thfe prefs fhould be confined only to thofe who are* 
hired % traduce and vilify the friends of liberty^ and when they 
alone (hall be permitted to go fcot-free j and God forbid that 
fuch a doftrine too fhould prevail; which may make the attorney 
general, the twelve Judges, and 'the 'members of the two houfcs 
of parliament, liable to the charge of publifhing libels. ' 
^ V* * • - i — ■ ' ■j——l— —»——■— — — m— — «» 

An t**8 Account of the Trial of Mr. Wood/all for printing and jut? 
" lijhifig Junius** Letter. - ' 

^VNWednefday morning June 15, 1770, came on' at GoildhalT, 
XjJ before* Lord Chief Jufticfe Mansfield, the trial tff Henr/ 
Sampfon Woodfalf, by an information filed by Mr. 'Attorney 
peneral ex officio, for printing and publifhing a letter 'figned 
JuNivs,in the Public Advertifer of thfe 1 cjth^of December, ly 6gi 
•■ After Mr. Walker had opened the taofe, by reading the letter 
figned Junius, with the inutndos'ot the information, Mf Ati 
torney General began', exactly at 10 o'clock, by .faying, that 
nothing- raifeda jufter Sridignation in'the 1 mind*of eveiy mart 
who 'wifhesthe continuance of our excellent conftitution, than 
tflii letter of Junius. He then addrefled hlmfelf tp the pafficfn* 
and intereft of the jurors, by tetling them that they were more 
than any other men concerned to bring fuch offenders to jullfcc, 
becaufe an jr thing that tended to public cbnfufion was inor£eri' 
pecialty fatal to' commerce* and thofe who hazard large fcpttrne*f 
ri trade. He faid that this letter of Jonius tendfed to publ# fc£nV 
fijfioni He then harangued with great feeming zeal on the gl6i r 
rious "liberty ; of the prefs, which he acknowledged ought to be>' 
encouraged and exercifed as far as could poffibly cdnfmVwrth the 
very being of fociety. But he faid that the abine of tHeJliberty 
of* the prefs is more fatal than any other; and therefore intreat^ 
fcd them nbt to fuflfer that liberty intended for our falvattoh^ 
be turned to fedition, to our perdition. He faid the ittr^wbtrfoV 
be tnftrufted from the bench,^— — that is, —-a-— a Wfc thtifk »Be^ 
lieve they would be, inftru&ed from the bench, that'thte "fcrfly** 
two things for their confiderationwere, irno. whetherHre blUhik^ 
in tfie printed paper were fairly filled up in the information : and 1 - 
2do. whether there was fufficient evidence for «the publication r of„ 
the paper by Woodfall. ^ - /- *' . * % .f V 
• Mr Attorney General then faid, he thought it ^V6per J tb e&* 
plain his own conduct ; becaufe he wasnot merely an advbca*e>Yff 
thefe matters* but officially anfwerable. • This'Ietter oP Jikfins^ief 
affured the jury had given univcrfai offence. He ha'tffhtefejVrei 
in hand fix other profecutions of different publiflters* for-'th«* 
fame offence. He thought it his* duty to profecute them, and 
'had therefore demanded the names pf the publishers, becaufc h f 
. • Mr t 
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Mr* Attorney General, does not road news-papers. ^ Intheobjefts • 
of profecution he endeavoured to make a diftindion and to paf* . 
by thoife who were poor qr had large families of children, &c. 
He declared upon .his honour .as a man, that he had no motive 
to urge htm again fl: anyparticular publisher, but merely the exe- 
cution of his office. That he could have wiflied to have tried 
Mr. ^a/ , j>&«««w/ ? -?-^WoodfalIl--T-- Aye, Mr. Woodfall, the 
original publiJ|ier* firft :»;be$aufe as for who was the author of , 
Junius, that fje could by no means difcover, . that remained an, « 
impenetrable fecret* ". ' ^ 

' Atte^ this' defence? of himfelf Mr. Attorney General returned 

• again to the caufe in hand ; by rejpeating to the jury that if imo. * 

tfe blanks in the Publick Adverttfer were fairly filled up by the 

imtendsj,. of the information ; and if zdo. the publication was 

proved, the jury mufl find Mr. Woodfall guilty. 

Crowdexythe firi witnefs, was then Called at twenty minutes/' 
after ten, *nd examined by Mr. Thurloe. . 
4 Crotvydcr' dcpofed, that it is his office and employment to buy; 
u^,.th& publications. of every day for the treasury (on AlmonV 
in^V this fame, witnefs, Crowder, called himfelf, an afiiftant to>. 
t£q : itfelfrenger of the prefs) that he bought the Public Adverser 
ixrqtt.eft^on, of one. Col ford,, whom he fuppofes to be Mr* Wood- 
fu}$ ipftfi"; hebouglitit in Mr. Wood fall's publiihing room; he 
i>pn§Kt s uvetve,.of them. He had bought the Public AdvertUer, .« 
eiim <f^ ; ^tMr>.Wqod&Jrs for a year paft. 
* 3 ne liifer.bf Junius was, then read from the paper. 

/The fctond witness, Robert Harris, was fworn, and examined 
hy'^r-Mprtor^ *")^; {aid he was the regifler of the (tamps. He 
prq4ttc^dids k6qk,.in whiclithe newfpapers of each day were kept, 
fb^^4ccpiint.of tbe"adyertifemcnts which are paid for : he faidV 
i^e^coa^aVfor the public Advertifer is. kept in the name oPMr. 
W^o^Uj; that receipts, are made out to him; that his fervant 
gca&aily ".attends monthly tot fettle , accounts for the duty on the. 
adM4tifeaieftts:i^thac paper, but that fometimes Mr.. Woodfall 
bad attended in perfon. .. 

' /Th$ third witnefs .— rr-r- ^— — , was fworn and examined by Mr. 
Wallace; He fiiA hue was a fervant to Sir John Fielding ; that 
he had often carried advertifement&from his mailer to Mr. Wood- 
fall ; bad fometimes feen Mr, Woodfall and delivered them to 
him, but very xarely ; that he had one receipt for advertifements 
)n the publick Advertifer, figned by Mr. Wood fell. 
' . Here ended the evidence and pleading on the fide of the pro* 
fecution, wbich took up the fpace of one hour and five minutes* 
- At five minutes after eleven, Mr. Serjeant Glynn rofe ascoun- 
fel for the defendant. He admitted the publication by Mr Wood- 
fail, he faid he would even confentAvith all his heart that theblanks 
were proper!/ filled in the information ; but he denied that there 
was .any Guilt in the publisher or in the publication ; and left 
ft to the confidence of the jury to determine both on the letter 
Jjtfefc. a&4 on (he intention of Mr, Woodfall ; concluding, that 



if they fonnd either his intention free from Guilt, or the paper 
not criminal, they could not pronounce him Guilty. 

Mr. Lee, the other counfel for Mr. Woodfalk made the fame 
defence. Trie defence was finished at twenty minutes before 
twelve. * 

Mr. Attorney General affectala kind of furprife ; he faid, the 
counfel for the defendant had lilted points of law to the ji>ry ; 
that he believed he had a right to reply, notwithfhnding they 
had not examined wttnefles ; and he believed fo, he faid, be- 
caufe they had ftaced points of law which he did not allow. 

' Lord Mansfield told hhnv that, as attorney general* he might 
reply, notwithstanding the defendant had not examined wftnetifes: 
that the folicitor general indeed, or any other counfel, could 
not ; but that the attorney, general might. 

Mr. Attorney General doubted about his right to reply ; faid, 
however, he believed he had aright ; but that J*e would not be 
particular, that he would not reply (yet all the while he Hill kept 
making reply, fifth as it was,) at length fiaiflicd with faying— ~ 
The bench will reply on thole points to the defendant's counfel, 
and inuTud the jury properly. . 

Mr. Attorney General was not miftaken in his farmer belief* 
and in his latter declaration of what the bench would do and fay, 
for Lord Mansfield then gave his charge to the jury according 
to Mr. Attorney General's anticipation. 

Lord Mansfield told the jury, that there were only two points - 
on which they were fworn to give their verdict.; there were only 
two points on which > according to their, oath, they muft deter- 
mine. That as for the intention, the malice, fedition, or any 
other ilill harder words which might be given in informationsiibjr 
libels, whether public or private, theyWere mere formal words; mere: 
words of course:; mere inference of law, with which theory 
were not to concern themferves; that they were words which' 
figiliry nothing ; juft as when it is faid in bills of indictment for 
ik*r&Qt\.inftigAttdbytbiDe-vil>.&c. that the two points mentis 
oned were, the only things for the consideration of i the- jury*" 
Thai ^indeed there was nothing- criminal in junius's letter, 
thei* verdi& of guilty would do no harm, would be attended 
with-' no Consequences. The const would confiderof that; 
the court were the only Judges of that. If that is made Appear 
to. the. court, thei court wilt arrell judgment. He faid, my bro- 
ther Glynn has admitted that the truth or faifltood of aiibe£ whe^ 
ther public or private, however profecoted, is out of the qiief- 
ttohv ' 

-At this aiTertton of Lord Man sii eld, every man in court was 
(hocked. Serjeant Glynn was aftonifhed, and, on application 
made to him inftantly by feveral of the counfel and his fckr^b,; 
to contradict Lord Mansfield's after tion, Mr. Glynn, 'wick that 
hone ft diffidence natural to him, afked them, " Good God I 
Bid I admit any thing like what Lord Mansfield taysf Did 
I, by -.any incorre&nefc in the cxpreflion, or by any. miftake, 
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ufe words that ceroid be fo mifunderftood or mifinterpreted } n 
Every gentleman near Him allured him that he had not. Where- 
upon Serjeant Glynn rofe, and very modeftlv affared hislordftiip 
Aathc'had never admitted what his lordfhip inppofed.' > Lord 
Mansfield begged Mr; Glynn's pardon, and tamed it off with 
great dexterity, juft faying flightly M Oh! I find I waa 

miftaken; well then, my brother Glynn is of* a different opi- 
nion :"■ > <a 'nd then inftantly proceeded ;■ ■ > <" As yoq hare 
been told thefe are the only two points for your decifion ; if, 
indeed, you think that the blanks in Junius's letter can hare 
another application than that put upon them by the information, 
that is matter for your judgment; but you mull obferve, thac 
even the counfel for the defendant have not pretended to p*t 
any other meaning to the blanks. If you think the evidence for 
the publication not fufficient, that is likewife a matter for your 
confederation ; but you mull obferve, that even the counfel for 
the defendant have admitted the publication/' Lord Mansfield 
then obferved that the laws and proc e e d ings in regard to libels 
were perfectly equal, equally advantageous to high and low: for that 
the low night profecute for a libel, if they were defamed, as 
well as the rich, and would be fure to have juftice done them 
by the law. He raid, that it was not then the proper time for 
aggravation or alleviation, or confederation, of the matter of the 
letter, or of Mr. WoodfailPs intention ; to be fure the court 
would coniider aH that, when they -mould come to paft fentence, 
•• as for the liberty of the prefs, (faid he) I will tell you what 
. that is ; the liberty of the prefs is, that a man may print what 
he pleafes without a licenfer : as long as it remains fo, the liberty 
of the prefs is not re ft rained : it is the fame thing as in all other 
anions : a man may trie his arm, but he ma ft not ftrike his neigh- 
bour : a man may ufe his tongue, but he mud not fpeak blafphe- 
jay."— —At the word blafpbcmy fo Jugged in, a ^general whif- 
per ran through the court, for everyone perceived the aim of it, 
Mr. Wilkes iitting fo very near the chief juftice. 

About twelve the jury withdrew. At half an hour after three 
Lord Mansfield began to whifper with Serjeant Davy, who had 
been out of court and returned, with the attorney general, with 
Mr. Wallace, and the other crown lawyers. In the fpace of a 
quarter of an hour he fent three times to the jury to know if they 
were not. agreed in their verdict. He faid he would not fit long- 
er than four, if the other bafmefs of the court mould, be over. 
The jury not returning Lord Mansfield proposed to Mr. Lee* 
that he mould fign an agreement with Mr. Attorney General, 
that the jury might give their verdi£ to Lord Mansfield pri- 
vately at Lord Mansfield's houfe. After fome time and perlua- 
fion from Lord Mansfield % Mr Lee canfented, and figned fuch 
agreement; after which Lord Mansfield pulled off his hat, and 
Aiid Mr. Lee you have done right to confent. Lord Mansfield 
then adjourned the court, and retired. The jury continued un- 
determined till near 10 at night, when they, agreed upon their 
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*erdi&, and went in hackney coaches from Guildhall to Lord 
Mansfield's houfe in Bloom ibwy-fouare, and gave their verdi& 
in thefe words:——" Guilty of printing and publishing Only.'* 
It ihould be remembered, that feven only out of twenty-four fpeciaj 
jurymen attended, to make up the number, five tales or common 
jurymen were taken. Lord Mansfield flood at his parlour door, 
and made the jury^ive their verdidl in his hall where the footmen 
were, and when they had given it, he withdrew, without faying 
a word. 



An Account of the Motion in the King's Bench by Mr. Almon's Counfet 
for a new Trial, 

GN Tuefday June 19, Mr. Serjeant Glynn moved the court of 
KingVhehchforanew trial, in the caufe of the Kingagainlfe 
John Almon, on an information ex officio, for only felling the£<w- 
don Mufeum, in which was reprinted a letter of Junius to the , 

on two grounds ; the fir ft a mifdireftion to, or mifapprehenuoa 
of, the jury, appearing by thequeftion of Mr. Mack worth as fol- 
lows : •« Whether felling in the ihop, by a fervant, a pamphlet, 
without the knowledge, privity, or concurrence, of the mailer, 
in the (ale, or even without a knowledge of the contents, of the 
libel, or pamphlet, fo fold, be fufiicient evidence to convift the 
mailer r" 

To which Lord Mansfield made the following anfwer : " I have 
always underftood, that evidence of a public fale, or expofal to file, 
in the ihop, by a fervant, or any body in the houfe, is prima facie- 
evidence againlt the mailer :" he obierved alfo, that he was told 
by a gentleman a few days fince, that he had given it as his 
opinion, that in all criminal cafes the mailer was anfwerable 
for the ads of bis fervant. His lordihip laid, he had new 
given fo abfurd an opinion ; that if a fervant committed a rape, 
it never could be fuppofed his mailer was accountable for the aft. 

Mr. Serjeant Glynn contended, that the queition clearly 
conveyed an idea that the jury were not fatisfied that any proof, 
at all had been made of guilt in the defendant; but Lord Mans- 
field raid, the queition was untruly Hated, for that Mr. Mack- 
worth admitted proof; Mr. Serjeant Glynn replied, that it did 
not appear from nis note, which he had (hewn to others, and be- 
lieved to be accurately taken ; nor did he think it could be fa 
from what he had heard (though he had not fecn that gen- 
tleman) that Mr. Mackworth had laid fince the trial ; I ord Mans* 
£eld replied, " he ihould not aft Mr Mackworth the question. " 

The fecond ground was the general propofition, which Mr. 
Serjeant Glynn maintained was confident with the laws and rules 
pf juftice in this and every other country, that the mere proof of 
(ale in a ihop or, houfe, by a fervant or any ether perfon, could 
not in a criminal profecution charge or convift the mailer. 

The court granted a rule to iliew caufe on Monday June 25. 
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' Monday, June i;« One of the judges of the court of King's 
feenah bang abfenr, Lord Mansfield deferred the confideratioti 
df Mr. Almon** motion for a new trial till Wednehlay, declaring 

it was a matter of fiich importance that he would chafe to have 
:k argued befb&r a foil CQttt. 
.\ Juno .2?., This mondnw, about half after tent tjbe aaffe of 

Mr. Almon, who ifae to mew caafe mv anew trial, cant* on in 
*he King* a ftebch, Wefahsn&n-haU, before a fait court ; Cord 
Chief Jaffa* Mansfield, wtfh the judges Afton, \piUes, and 
Amhuiift, fitting ob the bench. The GMef Tuftice hating recked 

from his notes a fummary of the trial, nte Solicitor-General 

opened the bufinefs* dcclarituj, he was amaaed at any he&tafeiotf, 
After a verduft on presumptive $reof, winch amounted to a condor 
vive eridfince, as the defendant had not catted any wkneffes to drt 
prove what the witneefesen the fide of> the plaintiff bad advanced. 
Having procceeded a little way in his fpeech, he flopped at the 
-defireof the court, who advifed him to let tht.coasfel for the d*t 
iendant. argue firfl. Mr. Serjeant Glynn then in a very cfexjucac 
and learned fpeech* aflected that the fa& of publication was »<? 
ifujficiendy proved ; that the evidence examined had not fworo to 
«nhe identity, of the nerfbn who fold the pamphlet* who might not 
be Mr. Almon's fervant : and -he pamcalafly and repeatedly 
•urged, fihat foroe criminal inttntkn was. neceflary to convict in a 
aaufe .of this kind \ dooUmng, he mould never be afhamed to 
affert this, as he thought it highly becoming Jthe month of a good. 
lawyer* and he conceived no jury couMcanfcientionfiy ftn&amy 
defendant guHty, • unlets *he criminal and fisditious intentimwl* 
fairly and demooftratively proved ; whereas: the council on the 
fide of the plain tiff tad attatraaaedADjultteany of the criniiadl 
charges made in th* words of tfye inibfemaflioa, woiah die? ought 
-to h*ve done, a* a defendant is. only to loatrorett.ahair evidence, 
and m*k« his own* wtsocence appear, • hot to ropply a pro?f ©f Jhb 
own guilt* . flut the principal .grounds he argow o& wAy a new; 
trial. fhould be granted,, were, that a miftake had arifen rilaiive 
eo fha anfwer giveo by Lord Mansfield to one of the jury on .the 
day of trial, concerning the criminality /of a flwip -keeper for a 
Jfjbel Ibid by his fervant, he having an affidavit .made by Ma. 
^gaokwQrt* {the juryman in queAion) ready to produce, aifertiag 
*hat he mifundefttood IcOrd Mansfield's .mooing* iuppofiag, in/ 
)i\$ anftver, it was a matter of law, and that in con/equenc* cjf 
Mr. Madcworfchr's misconception of Ms lordftup's anfwer* his 
pwcc as a judge was xaken from ium: jurymen, Jic" averted, 
*iexe the true and only canftitntional judges, and were duty and 
deliberately to confrdef the weight of every defendant's : guilt ac- 
Pwdi&g .to the evidence given, and bring in their verdi& aceonw- 
iy.r- A#r. i/ee next began, and very ably argued in the fame mau,- 
j*$r : :he P did not dpubt but Mr. Mackworth had fapqofedj thai 
in, consequence of Lord Mansfield's declaring the evidence was 
frma, fecit evidence, he was obliged by law to find Mr. Almoti 
-guilty, as there were actually cafe<s in the books of former times, 
* Vol. VII. E where 
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.where very Grange precedents might he found, and immediately 
eked one from Fltfc-Gibbon, where, in a trial before Lord Chief 
lattice Wright, Elizabeth Nat, an old bed-ridden woman, whofe 
aoafe was aipilefrom her (hop, was convidedof pubHShinga 
libel, becaufe her fervaut had accidentally fold a libelous pamphlet ; 
and this upon the mere evidence of its being bought at her Shop. 
[The fame cafe is in Barnardifton's Reports.) 

He then went' further into the nature of the evidence, and afked' 
the court, whether in atrial for publishing a paper tending to 
levy war upon the' King, and which came under the charge of 
high treafon, fuch- evidence would be thought frifrcient to con- 
viol and take away the ^defendant's lifer Saving pleaded for a 
considerable time with great ability, he concluded Tus ipeecb; 
when' Mr. Davenport got up, ,and began with reciting the queftion 
propofed by Mr. Mackwortb, and the anfwer given by Lorjl 
Mansfield, he then quoted two cafes, one from Coke, and the 
other from Moore, where it is laid down as a maxim, that to ren- 
der a man guHty of publishing a libel, it mufl be proved, that he 
published it tnato anbtto, with a bad and criminal inttntfon: Mr. 
Davenport went upon the fame arguments which the Serjeant and 
Mr. Lee had gone, and in fpeaking near three quarters of an hour, 
acquitted bimfdf with great credit. 

The Solicitor- General opened with' declaring, trat the quef- 
tion, Mr. Mackworth had put, and Lord Mansfield's anSwer, 
had not been accurately (rated by the council for the defendant : 
, he then read them, according to his notes, which hefaid he had 
taken on the trial, and compared fined with thofe of feveral others, 
and particularly a Short-hand writer prefent the whole trial : he 
fpoke for a considerable time dn the nature of evidence in general ; 
talked much on the diftinftion of pofitive, ocularly demonstrative, 
prefumptive, and violently preemptive evidence; explained the na- 
ture of prima fade evidence; averting that the evidence given was 
prima Jbcie> and fuSftcient to con virion, therefore, he could fee no 
reafon why a new trial Should be granted. ' 

Mr. Moreton fpoke next, and made ufe of arguments Similar to 
thofe ufeti by the Solicitor-general: he faid a thing might be Cri- 
minal to-day, and innocent* to-morrow ; criminal in one perfon, 
and innocent in another ; criminal in this place, innocent in that; 
and this beautiful firing of rhetoric he explained, by a very ele- 
gant Simile, comparing libellous pamphlets to fquibs and crackers, 
and a legal publication to a cartridge made for the artillery. 

Having finished this harangue, Serjeant Glynn prefumed he had 
a fight to reply ; he declared he would not detain the court long, 
but would confine his bbfervations in as Short a compafs as pof- 
flblej he obferved, that his learned brothers Mr. Lee and Mr. 
Davenport, had the misfortune to have had their arguments un- 
fairly ftated by the Solicitor-General and Mr. Moreton, and ex- 
plained the different manners in which they had exprefled them- 
selvei: he then again urged the evidence as infufficieflt, and 
declared that Mr. Mackworth, in his opinion, founded his quef- 
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tion on the rcafons which Mr; Lee had affigned i that Mr. Mack- 
worth was a gentleman of great natural talent** improved- by t 
very liberal education, but'tbougb be might know fometbing oftht 
commonJaw, itnwilbeirapoffibWorhimtobe^ 
with the pra&ice of that court, as he was not bred to the bar ; that 
therefore he afked the queftion as a matter of law, and by found- 
ing his verdid on the reply, he had inadvertently given up his 
right as a juryman, whbm, he repeated, were the real judges in 
the($ cafes ; as the court very well. knew, upon a juryman's ap- 
plying to them to inform him what, verdict he ought to bring in* 
the court would not anfwer him, as it would be ading in an ex- 
trajudicial manner, and take the power. out of the juryman 7 * 
hands; altho' they would certainly give an anfwer to any ques- 
tion of law. He then defired to read the affidavit, which Lord 
Mansfield theb confented to his giving the fubftance of; Mr* 
Mackworth beinjr in court, begged to read it himfelf t but ihn 
court forbidding it, as irregular, , he put a paper into Serjeant 
Glenn's hands, this was not the affidavit buta paper containing Mr. 
Maclfcworth's fenfe of his Lqrdihip's anfwer* and wrbich the court 
were of opinion entirely confirmed the verdid. Mr* Mack- 
worth next, with Lord Mansfield's leave, addrefled himfelf to the 
court* and more folly gave him his opinion with regard to his 
quefhon, and the replyi Council being fufficiently heard on 
both, fides, Lord Mansfield and the other judges gave their feve* 
ral judgements of the matter, all finally agreeing, that, the evi- ' 
dencc; vf as conclufive- evidence, fufficient to convid on* and that 
there was no reafonable caufe for a frefh trial, therefore the mo- 
tion was difmifled. 

The judges; all fpoke very.leaf-njedly; Mr. Juftice Aftonjob* 
fervecf, that though no man was.anfwerable. for the criminal ac- 
tions of his fervant, yet, in the cafe of a (hppkeeper the matter, 
was otherwifej and it. was the bufioefs of ewy bookieller to 
take particular care that nothing fliould be fold on his premifet- 
that. was. qbncucious, and without the verge of the law; that with 
regard to affidavits from jurymen, he looked upon the admitting- 
of.thefe tobeof the molt dangerous cqnfequence, as paving the 
way for endlefs litigation an4 debate. Mr. Juftice Aflihurft ob- 
ferved, that if the motion was fqilained, then every bookfeller 
might, by fuch fubterfuges* efcape, after fetting the whole coun- 
try in a flame. 

Judges Afton and Willes made a miftakein declaring that the 
London Mufeura, the .pamphlet informed agunft, was particu- 
larly printed *for Mr* Almon, having his name at the bottom of 
the title, which one or both of their Lordihip's declared was an* 
aggravation and further proof of the evidence; whereas, fo far 
from this being the cafe, Mr. Almon's name is not at the bottom 
of the titlo-page at all; and the pamphlet was only advertifed to 
be had at his, (hop, in an advcrtifcmcuit fent to the public papers/ 
by trie' real publiiher (whofe narne ftapds at the bottom, of the 
dtle) without Mr. Almon's privity or confent. 
• * E z 
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T 1QNOW not how the djU lift tends at prefcat j but, from fort* pM- 
r cular circumftances of nfecret nature, 1 mould be apt to imagine the 
Royal coffer was far from, being empty. When the jWfe it full, we may 
then throw our money away in baubles and trinkets, *ad we mifs not 
what we have thus expended. It is on this fuppoiition that I account foe 
tKe extiraortlinary prelent our court is now making to Count ChateletV 
lady. The tiRial compliment paid to an ambaflador plenipotentiary, on 
taking his final leave of our court, has been reftrified to ope tbdufand 
guineas, feut it feems Monfieur Chatelet conrijwrted hffflfHf fo well, and 
agreeably to the Sloommury gan|, that they have fhamefully adviftd a 
Great Perfonage to make that ambaflador a jirefent of much greater im- 
portance, and of a much greater value. It is pity indeed, that every mil- 
ling above one thouiand guineas \t not to be paid out of their own bockets x 
if that were the cafe, we might fafely then Conclude, they would not be 
fb over-generous, arid exorbitantly liberal. For. It Teems, befides* the 
umal compliment baid on the departure of a French anitaffador from our. 
court, they Hinted to a ho le& amiable than exalted lady, that fqme 
fuper-prefent might be made by her M~— to Count Chatelet*S ladf ; and 
mat her M ' ■ ■ ■ might do this a& 6f munificence without rrefpaffing upon 
the laws of Great Britain. * Her M- , young m yeAr% and naturally 
muaifieefct, iiu mediately ordered a gold coronet to be made 1 by an ingetti- 
o • 1 i arri ft in Tall - n 1 al L This piece of. exqumte workmaamip ia - vow *fc < 
moft gijiitedi it. U fet with diamonds, and the price is fixed at Afaf . 
thoufemd fQtmds fierting* Sureljr Count Chatelet muft have betrayed ;his 
Royal mailer's interefts, otherwife it were difficult to account for fo largt 
. 4 %ribe being given by our court to his lady \ 

The BRITISH SPY. 



POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

yburflay, June 21. At five o'clock this morning (a day which will be 
eVer mournfully recollected, not only by the citizens of this metropolis*. 
btA by the lovers of LIB&RTV wherever difperfcd) died the Right Hon! 
WILLIAM BECKFORD, Etfq; Lord Mayor of the City of London. ' 

Moft public perfbnages have had Tome (hades in their characters, which 
the invidious Anger of malice has occafionally marked— 4)ut in whatever 
point of view this excellent perfon may be looked at, he rife* to o^ir afto^ 
niibment-T-me perfect — finifhed character. 

1 As a CITIZEN he was eminently decorated with the f yirtues of hu- 
manity and affability}-— as a SENATOR,, watchful over the, rightsand 
liberties of the people j and as a MAGISTRATE, unremttingf]/ a£li<ve 
in feeing thofe rights and liberties legally executed. If his Lordmip's 
charafter'cbuld want any additional luftre, it was the manper of his deatn; 
for notwtthftanding his having a heavy cold on him (which he acquired 
by walking in his garden at Fonthitl the day before) fo attentive was he to 
discharge the important duty committed to his itruft, as a chief magiftrate 
of this cit^, that he travelled a hundred miles, in one day, which increafed 
his cold to a rheumatic fever, and thereby terminated the life of a man, 
whofe character will ever be held in the raqll honourable and gtafeful re«i 
membrane?. 

No man ever 'left the mayoralty chair with fuch univerfal regret, uo^ 

ftlrd it With moTe honour and dignity j nor did ever a citizen ac"l fb.diimV 
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*extftedly for the we&re of the City o$ London and ihe rights of Eaf- - 
ligimrtfcgjatrtfU -...'. 

Hd Bved 

...... * AW-'- ' • '• 

% Witfc an ttnUfcrft iutituM ^, opperfbd *he wicked ttiicWhatiotax of 
...... A Pi^igai*? Mirifftrjf. 

J4c ihswfcd bki&lf tho Adlfaft fHeftd ^6f hit Rmg and County; 
r And 

. w*itb ftitinefs and htlitnnty, 

ifo was the only man rf Ms tinte 

Wtaydtuft Wti a Kittg upon his throne, 

Surrounded by his<fl«tteref9, 

3N* PLAIN And HONEST TRtTTfc 

' » Thus 

' in the 6*ty«ti*i*d rear of his age, 

And 

' The fecond of his mayoralty, 

Ml? expired with a prayer 

For the wettarfe of En^ano^^-wgrettoJ 

i , And 

Lamented by tvery virtuous 
v.- • v. Charafter in Ae kiitgdom. 

. 9fyfrra*. Thisday in cdnfequenee of precepts iflued for that nurpofe, 
a 6omn*>n hall of the livery of London was held at Guildhall. At one 
ft clock the court of aldermen, and the two fheriffs, with the recorder, 
torn tfek* coram* ferjfcant, and oth*r*city officers, came upon the hu/l-- 
iaga* when the recorder ftepped forward, and addreffed the livery in 
words to the following purport * 
. '{feaJfofetf bf-tto Livery* 

«* It is the duty of my oifice to open the bufmefs of the dav, by in- 
forming you, that you are fummoned hew to eleft a chief magiftrate in 
the roofti of tfte.fci|ght*Hon. William Ueckfonf, Elq; deceased, your late 
worthy mayor, by whofe death, your neareft and deareft connexion is 
broke ifirinigh* Me was a man who rcprefented you in three Aiccefltve 
parliaments, with the ijiirit and principles becoming an independent gen- 
tleman j he* had twice the honour of being elected your chief magiftrate^ 
and «06tnfted tfcat high office with IJjlendour and magnificence* he ftea- 
dily purftied the'mtereft of this city, and ever ftood forth the warm advo- 
cate of your -rights and liberties: having an immenfe* fortune, he fcad 
among his friends men of (lie higheft rank, and of the greateft abilities. 
In a w,ord, he jvas pofiefled of many great and mining qualities, with 
fome failings : but he is dead, and I have forgot them. 
'* Gentlemen of the Livery, 
(t You are nt)w to chule for the remainder of 'Uie year, a frelh magif- 
tnalfci tnake ybur 'chores with due deliberation j let it be tmaniiriQUS, as a 
hsttfe'idivided agamftftfelf cannot fond/" 

> Tha recorder having ended his fpeech, retired, when Mr. Bellas begged 
leave to read to the livery, the refolutionof the court of affiftants of {he 
tympany of grocers; "certfurtng and difclaimtng the late rcmonftrance pfe- 
fented by the rityj which having firiifhed, he obferved, that Several of the 
niemBers of that company, who were of a different opinion, were dejirout 
oF'fna'nifelting Vheir difguft at the refolution of the court, but were pre- 
vented ; this he hoped the livery would not forget j as when {hey did, they 
ce^tamfjf would forg-et themfelves.*— Having concluded his ipoech, fhe. 
common ferjeatotread the names of the feveral aldermen, who had not 
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pafled the chair, and .each were feverally proclaimed for the choice, at 
difcpp rotation of the livervj Sir Henry Banket, who. Hood firft ok the 
"lift, had forae few hands held up for him, accompanied with much groan- 
ing and holing; but the aldermen Trecothick and Crofby, who were the 
next read, had by far the moil numerous appearance in their favour, to* 
gethtr with ineeuant clapping and other marks of appfeaTc; the remainder 
of the lift was read to the raufic of a continued groaning, without fo 
much as one pcrfon holding up their hand in favour of it. The common 
ferjeant having gone through it, according to the ufual form, noticed to 
the livery, that their choice bad fallen on Barlow Trecothick, and Brafs 
Crofby, Efqrsj but a poll being demanded for Sir Henry Bankes, by ten 
liverymen, who figned a paper, and Cent it to. the common ierjeant for that 
pvrpofe : the books' were opened for taking the poll. 

This is one of the few times in our memory that the recorder made a 
Ipeech to the univerfal fatisfaclion of his hearers ; fome few indeed hiflfed 
when he mentioned the. Lord Mayor* deceafed, faring fome failings. 

Monday y June 25. A common hall was held at Guildhall, for the elec- 
tion of fheriffs for this city and county of Middlefex for the year en&iing, 
when all the aldermen who had not ferved the office were put up; but the 
livery exprefled their disapprobation of each of them by hiding and groan- 
ing, except when Mr. Alderman Willces was named, on which there was 
an univerfal clapping of hands : The commoners whp had been nominated 
by the Lord Mayor were then put up, but little notice taken of mem by 
the hall j at laft William Baker, Efijj arid Jofeph Martin, Efh; were pfct 
up, when there was a general holding up of hands, followed by a gene- 
ralplaudit; and they were declared duly elected.' 

The hall was greatly, crowded, and not more than a dozen hands were 
held up for any o? the aldermen who were put in nomination by the court. 

After the elections were over, Sir Robert Ladbroke, who fat as Locum ■ 
Tenens, and the reft of the court of aldermen, came upon the huttings to 
receive the iheriffs- report,- which being made, Mr. Samuel Taughan ap- 
plied to Sir Robert to permit him to make a motion refpec"ting future polls, ' 
but Sir Robert declared, " he would not hear him," alledging, that " he 
was only Locum Tenens" His intended motion, we hear, is as follows j • 
«< That whenever the (heriffs declaration is difputed, and a poll is de- 
manded, the candidates, or thofe who demanded a poll, ought to agree to ' 
pay the fherhYs the neceflary expences attending the fame." 

Friday, June 29. This day the poll ended at Guildhall, when the 
numbers were for Mr. Trecothick 16 oi, Mr. Crofby 1434* and for Sir 
Henry Bankes 437, the two fir ft. were returned to the coyrt of aldermen, - 
who made choice of Mr. Trecothick, 
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AMERICAN NEWS. 
From the BOSTON (New- England) G4ZE TT E, 
Bofton, Jpril 19, Qn Wednefday laft his Honour the Lieute- 
nant-Governor fent the following meflage to the honourable houfe 
of Teprefentatives, vis. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, > 

" THE King's inflru&ions to the governor of this province relative 
to a f alary, and the engagements which have been repeatedly made by the 
representatives of the people upon the fame fubjeS, are fo well known to 
many, and 1 prefume to moft of the members of the houfe, that it may 
rather be wondered at , that I have been Jo long fiknt at your delay U 
make frovifienfor mvfuffort, thatt that f mw take any notice of it* 
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It is near nine months fince I came to the chair, my expenctsfrom Various 
caujes have neceffarily exceeded theft of any lieutenant-governors my pre^ 
deceffors when they have been in the ebaor* If myfervices have fallen 
JhorU It is not owing to want of application', my whole time being taken 
up in public, bufinefs to the negleel of all private affairs ; nor is it owing 
to 'want of dijpojitien; it being myftnceTe defire and endeavour, whilft 
I have an opportunity in this Jtatiori, to promote the intereft of the 
province, 

I may not any longer omit recommending to y u feriaujly to confider 
whether your thus diftinguijhing me from thofe who have gone before 
me, and laying me under a mceffty of poftponing the part 1 am to take 
in the bufinefs of the general court, may not hereafter be improved to the 
difadvantage of the government. If I had nothing more in view than 
pecuniary advantage to myfelf, with lefs difficulty I might have re- 
frained from feuding you this meffage. I have higher motives, my duty 
to the King, and a regard to the public, intereft. 

Council Chamber, T. HUTCHINSON." . 

Cambridge, llth April, 1770. 

To which tneiTage the Honourable Houfe on the 113 th returned 
the following anfwer: 
May it pleafe your Honour \ 
" TOUR meffage of the 1 \th inft. laid before this houfe has been 
duly confider ed\ and in anjwer thereto, we would acquaint your Honour, 
that the houfe had before ajpgned Tpurfday next, to take under confedera- 
tion a grant to his Majeftyfor thefipport of the lieutenant governor and 
commander in chief fre conceive that nothing contained in the meffage. 
affords fuffictent ground for an alteration of that alignment. The houfe 
therefore do not think it proper to pofipone the bufinefs of the government 
novo lying before them for thepnrpofe of confidering of that grant. At 
the time appointed we Jhall confider the matter with all that attention 
which the duty we owe to the King, and our regard for the public wel- 
fare Jhall require" 

On Taeiday laftthe houfe of reprefentatives, by a majority of • 
70 out of 74 votes, made choice of John Hancock, Efq; to be 
lpeaker pro tempore for the prefent feffion, and during the bodily 
indifpolition of Thomas Cufhing, Efqj and having prefented him ' 
to the lieutenant governor for his approbation, his Honour was 
pleafed to fend to the houfe the following meffage, viz. 
** Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprcfentatives, 
" YOU having fignified to me by a meffage, that Thomas Cufhing, 
Efq; your Jpeaker, is neceffarily abfent by reafon ofjicknefs, and that you 
have made choice of John Hancock, Efqy to be Jpeaker, pro tempore, for 
the prefent Jeff on, and during the indij'pojition of the f aid Thomas Cujh- 
ing, Efq; and having prefent ed him tq me for my approbation, pprfuant 
to the direclion of the royal explanatory charter: 

•' By virtue of the authority given me by the /aid royal explanatory ' 
charter, I dif approve of the choice you have made.' 

T. HUTCHINSON." 
The foregoing meffage was read, and then the- houfe was ad- 
journed till the next morning ten o'clock. 
Vol. VII. • F Wc 
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We hear that yefterday the houfe of reprefentatives aMe choice ] 
of James Warren, Efq; member for Plymouth, fpeaker pro tem* ; 
pore, whom his Hofnour the lieutenant governor was pleafed to . 
approve of. . 

*- Caubrido*, Nfiw England, April 25, 1770. , 

ON the 7th iaitant, his Honour the lieutenant governor wat\ 
pleafed to lend the following meftage to both houics of afiembly. 

Gentlemen of the Council, and j 

Gentlemen of the Houfi of Reprefintativis, " I 

THE fecretaty will lay before you fiver al papers which I home re* I 

dived from one of his Majefiy 's juftices of th* peace, and divers' other, 
perfpns, inhabitants of the town of Gloucefter, and which relate to a very 
diforderly ridtous ttanfaclion in the fold town* A per/on appears to have. ' 
been mofi inhumanly treated for feeking redrefs in a courje. of law, for 
former injuries received* As this information comes to me while the 
general court is fitting, I have thought it proper to communicate it to the < 

houfe of reprefentatives, as well as to his majeftfs council, that if any I 

aft or order of the whole legiflature Jhall be judged necefifary for ftrengtb* 
enlng or encouraging the executive fewer s of government, there may be 
an opportunity for it, I tnufi obferve to you that a number of perfons of 
the fame town were profecuted and fined at the fuperior court for the 
county pfEjJkx % in June lafi; fir injuring the per/on and property of the 
prefent complainant in a barbarous manner, and if it be truly repre-* 
fented, that the fame perfons have been concerned in this fecond offence, it 
is a great aggravation of their crime, and a defiance of the laws- and' 
the authority of government. 
Council Chamber, April 7 . T. HUTCHINSON. i 

On Taefday laft Mr. Hancock, Col. Warren, Major Hawley, 
Mr. Spooner, and Mr. Remmington, a committee of the houfe 
of reprefentatives, waited on his Honour the lieutenant governor, 
with the following anfwer to the foregoing meifage: 

May it pleajeyour Honour, ^ 

VHM houfe 'of reprefentatives have taken into due confederation your 1 

mffage of the jth inft. with the papers laid before them by the fecrefary^ ' 

agreeable to your direcJion, v I 

We aj/ureyour Honour that we have the utmoft abhorrence of all dif- 
orderly and riotous tranfacHons ; it is the difpofhion as well as the' duty 
of this houfe y to take the mbfi efifeclwal meafures to difcountenance them,, 
and to ftrengthen and encourage the executive officers in the exercife of all 
their lawful powers of government. N Nothing therefore, jhall be want-* 
ing o» our part for the promoting of thefe purpofes, whenever any fur- 
ther fteps jhall appear to us to be necejfary: At prefent it is the opinion of 
the houfe, that the lawi now in being, duly executed, would be fully 
fujficient; and to add to tbefeverity of the provifion made by them, with* 
out any apparent and very urgent necejftty, might put into the hands of 
the civil magifirate a power that would be dangerous to the rights and 
liberties of the people. 

When cdmplaints are made of riots and tumults, it is the wifdom of 
government, and it becomes the reprefentatives of the people efpecially, to 
enquire into the real caufes of them; If" they arife from opprejfion, as />' 

frequently 
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frequently the cafe, a thorough redrefs of grievances will remove the 
caufe, and probably put an end to the complaint. It may juftly be f aid of 
the people of this province, that they feldom, if ever, have affembled in ' 
u tumultuous manner, unlefs they have been oppreffed: It cannot be expeeled 
that a people accuftomed to the freedom of the En^lijhconftitution will be 
patient, wKile they are under the hand of tyranny and arbitrary power ; 
. they will difcover their refentment in a manner which will naturally difi 
pleafe their oppreffors; and infuch a tafe the fever eft laws and moft ri- 
gorous execution, will be to little purpofe. The moft ejfeclual method to 
re ft ore tranquility would be to remove their burdens, and to punijh all 
thofe who have been the procurers of their oppreffion. 

Your honour in your 'meffage has pointed us to an inftance, which you 
are pleafed to call " a very dtfirderfy and riotous tranfacjion tie the town 
"of Gtoucefter": But we cannot think it confident with the juftice of this 
houfe, to come into meafures which may imply a cenfure upon individuals, 
much lefs upon a community hitherto unimpeached in point of good order: or 
even to form any judgment upon the matter, until more light Jhall appear 
than the papers accompanying your meffage afford* The houfe cannot eafily 
conceive what Jhould determine your honour Jo particularly to recommend 
this inftance to the confederation pf the affembly, while others of a much 
mort heinous nature and dangerous tendency have paffed altogether unnoticed 
in your meffage: your having received the information while the general 
court is fitting, cannot alter its nature and importance, or render it more 
or lefs neceffdry to be confidered by the legiftature: the inftance, admitting 
it to be truly reprefented in all its aggravating circumftances, certainty 
cannot be more threatening to government than thofe enormities which 
have been notorioufiy committed by the foldiery of late', and in many in* 
fiances have ftrangely efcaped punijhment, though^ repeated more than a 
fecond time, and in defiance Of the laws and authority of government. 

A military foree, ifpofted among the people without their exprefs con-' 
lent, is itfeff one of the greateft grievances, and threatens the total fub- 
verfion of a free conftitntion ; much more if defigned to execute a 'Jyftem 
of corrupt and arbitrary power, and even to exterminate the liberties of 
the country* The bill of rights paffed immediately after the revolution, 
exprefly declares, that " the raifing and keeping a ftanding^army within 
the kingdom in a time of peace, without the confent of parliament, is 
againft law: 99 and we take this occafion to fay with freedom, that the 
raifing and keeping aftanding army within this province in a time of 
peace, without the confent of the general affembly, is equally againft law. 
Yet we have feen aftanding army procured,, pofted and kept within this 
province, in a time of profoundpeace, not only without the confent of the 
people, hut againft the remonftrance of both houfes of affembly. Such a 
ftanding army muft be defigned tofubjugate the people to arbitrary mea~ v 
f seres ; , it is a moft violent infrafiion of their natural and conftitutional 
rights: It is an unlawful affembly, of all others the moft dangerous and 
alarming; and every inftance of its actually retraining the liberty oft 
any individual, is a crime which infinitely exceeds what the law intends 
by a riot. Surely then your honour cannot think this houfe can defend to 
the confederation of matters comparatively trifting, while the Capital of 
the province has Jo lately been in a ft ate of acluaj imprifonment, and the 
* itfilf is under dutefs. 

F 9 Th 
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The fatal effects which will for ever attend the keeping aftanding 
army within a civil government have been feverely felt in this province: 
they landed in an hoftile manner, and with all the enfigns of triumph ; 
and your honour- mufi ivell remember that they early invefied the manu- 
factory -boufe in B oft on,, a capacious building, occupied by a number of 
families t whom they befieged and imprifoned. The extraordinary ended' 
vours of the chief jufiice of the province to procure the admijfion of troops 
into that houfe in a manner plainly againft law, will not eafily be erased 
from the. minds of this people. Surely your honour could not befo fond of 
a military eftablifhment, as willingly to interpofe in a matter which might 
poffibly come before you as a judge: To what elfe canfuch afionijhing "con* 
duel be imputed j unlefs to a fuddett furprize and the terror of military 
power in the chief jufiice of the province, which evidently appeared to 
have alfo arrefted the inferior magifirate. 

Wejhall not enlarge on the multiplied outrages committed by this un- 
lawful affembly, infrequently ajfaulting his majefiy y s peaceable and loyal 
Jubjecls ; in beating and wounding the magifirate when in the execution 
of his office ; in r'efcuing prifoners out of the hand of jufiice ; and finally, 
in perpetrating the mofi iorrid fiaughter of a number of inhabitants but 
a few days before the fitting of this affembly * which your honour muft 
Undoubtedly have heard of: but not the leaft notice of thefe outrageous 
offences have been taken ; nor can we find the mofi difiant hint of the 
late inhuman and barbarous aflions ' either in your fpeech at the opening 
ef the prefent fejfion, or even in this meffage to both boufes. Thefe vio- 
lences Jo frequently, committed, added '* to the mofi rigorous and ofpreffive 
prqfecutions carried on by the officers of the crown againfi the fubjecls, 
grounded upon unconftitutional ads, and in the courts of admiralty, «;j- 
tontrouled by the courts of common law, have been juftly alarming to 
the people* The diforder which your honour fo earnefi>y recommends to 
the lonfidatation of the affembly, very probably took its rife from fitch 
provocations; the ufe, therefore, which wejhall make of the information iV 
your mefifage, Jball be to enquire into the grounds of the people 's uneafinejs, 
and to feek a radical redrefs of their grievances. Indeed it is natural 
to expecJ, that while the terror of arms continues in the province, the 
laws will be in fome degree fikntl but when the channels of jufiice Jball 
be again opened, and the law can be heard, the per/on who has com- 
plained to your honour, if he has truly reprefented his cafe, will have 
his remedy. We yet entertain hopes, that the military power, fo grievous 
to the people, willjoon be removed from the province, to fiat ions where 
it may better anfwer the defign for which it was originally raifed; till 
then we have nothing to expeel, but that tyranny and conjufion willfiill 
prevail, in defiance of the law of the land, and the jufi and confiitu- 
lional authority of government* 

. We cannot avoid before we, conclude, to exprefs the deepeft concern, 
that while the people are loudly complaining of intolerable grievances', 
the getter al affembly itfelf has jufi reafon to remonfirate at violent and 
repeated infringements of their own confiitutional rights. In order to 
avoid the mofi flagrant impropriety of its being kept in agarrifoned town, 
it was the lafi fejfion as it *were driven from its ancient and legal feat : 
and even 'now it is held in this place y at a diftance from its offices and 
f '* s ■ > ' recordsi 
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records , andfubjeSl to the greatefl inconveniences, without any ntcejjsty 
that we can conceive, or the leafi apparent reafon. Thefe alarming con- 
jider attorn have awakened and fixed our attention', and your honour can- 
not think we can very particularly attend to things of lejfer moment* 
within the jurifdiition of the executive courts, at a time when, in faith' 
fulnefs to our constituents, our minds are neceffarily employed in mature 
which concern the very being of the conftitution: 

• x Progrefs of Civil Liberty in America. t 

Abingdon, New England, March 19, 177Q. "A confiderable 
number of the refpettable inhabitants of this town, on the 21ft 
day of Feb. 1 770, petitioned the Sele&men of the town in the 
words following: viz. 

*' To the Selectmen of the town of Abingdon, 
<l Gentlemen, The bold and wicked attempts of the enemies 
of the Englifh conftitution, on both fides the Atlantic, to enflavt 
a free people, (who are at all events determined to be free) is 
very alarming: To counteract thofe attempts is become neceilarjf 
and virtuous : Therefore we the fubfcribers defire you to aflemble 
the town forthwith, that they may confult upon fuch meafures, 
come to fuch refolutions, and put in practice fuch determinations, 
as may then appear to them likely to prevent the enemies of out 
happy conftitution from effe&ing their pernicious. defigns."— iThe 
fubftance of which being inferted in the warrant for this day's 
taieeting; the town took into ferious confideration their unhappy 
and diftrefled Hate, as well as that of the province, and all Ame- 
rica: And after mature deliberation and advifement, patted the 
following votes : viz. 

1. " Voted, as the opinion of this town, that all nations of 
men thaf dwell upon the face of the whole earth, and^ach indi- 
vidual of them, are naturally free, and while in zjiate of natun 
have a right to do themfelves juftice when their natural rights ate 
invaded. 

2. ** Voted, as the opinion of this town, that mankind, while 
in their aforefaid natural ftatc, always had, and now have, a right 
to enter into compact and form focieties, and erect fuch kind of 
government as the majority of them (hall judge inofl for the pub- 
lic good, 

3. f Voted, as the opinion of this town, that Great Britain 
had an undoubted tight to ereft a monarchial government, or any 
other mode of government, had they thought proper, appoint a 
King, and fubjeft him to laws of their own ordaining, and always 
had, and now have, upon juft occaiion, a right to alter the royal 
fucceflion* 

.4. *• Voted, as the opinion of this town, that the right of for- 
reignty over the inhabitants of this province, claimed by any 
former Britiih King, or by his prefent Majefty, by fiKceffipn, was 
derived to them, and is derived to him, by recognition of the 
forefathers oftljis country, of his then Majefty, as their fovereign, 
< upon the plan of the Englifh conftuution; who accordingly 
"" •; " ft plighted 
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plighted his royal faith, that himfelf, his heirs and fecceflors, 
lad,, and would grant, eftahlifh, and ordain, that all and every of 
"Jus tfubjecls, which Khowldgp to/ and inhabit this province, and 
every of their children which fhould hapjf en to be born there, or 
on the feas in going thither, or in returning. From thence, Ijhould 
have and enjoy all liberties and immunities of free and natural fubj efts, 
within any of their dominions, to all intents, conftruftions, and pur* 
fofes vohatfoever, as if they, and every of them, were born in tjip 
realm of England. 

5. «' Voted, as the opinion of this town, that the late ads of 
tbe^ parliament of. Great Britain impofing duties on American 
fubjeds, for the fok purpoji t of raifinr a revenue % are an infringement 
of our natural and cbnftitutional liberty, and contrary both to the 
fpirit and letter of the above-mentioned royal jgrant, ordination, 
and eftabliftiment, of having and enjoying all liberties and immu- 
nities of free and natural -born fubjeds. 

6. «« Voted, as the opinion of this town, that no ags faffed in 
gither of the parliaments of France, Spain, or England, for the of or ef aid 
purpoje of raifing a revenue, .are binding to us, and that the obedi- 
ence due from us to. his prefent Majefty, is no other, in kind or 
degree; than fuch as he has a conftitutional right to, from our 
fellow fubjeds in Great Britain. 

j." Voted, as the opinion of this town, that therefore the 
above-mentioned ads.are,. in themfelv.es, 3. mere nullity, and that 
jhe who, <vi & amis, feizes the property of an American fubjeft, 
for not paying the duties impofed on them by the faid ads, ought 
jto be deemed no better than, a highwayman, and ihould be pro- 
ceeded againft in due courfe of law. 

8. " Voted, as the opinion of this town, that the troops (may 
we not more properly fay murderers) fent to Boilon by Lord 
Hillfborough, at the renueft of Governor Bernard, to aid and pro- 
fe& the cominiflioners of the cuftoms, in levying the faxes impofed 
on us by faid ads, amount to an open declaration of war againft 
the liberties of America, and are an unjuft invafion thereof; and 
as we are refufed any legal redrefs of thefe grievances, we are, 
in this inftahce, reduced to a ftate of nature, wherefy .our •natural 
right of oppofeng force with force, u again devolved upoti us* - 

9. *< Voted, as the opinion of this town, that the agreement 
of the merchants and traders of the town of Bofton, relative to 
71 on -importation, has a natural and righteous tendency to fruf- 
trate the fchemes of the enemies of the conflitution, and render 
ineffedual the faid unconstitutional and unrighteous ads, and is 
a fuperla.tive in fiance of felf denial and public .virtue, which, we 
lope,' will be handed down to pbfterity, even to the lateft genera- 
tion, to their immortal honour. 

10. " Voted, That thofe perfons who have always periifted 
in the fcheme of importation, and thofe alfo, who having ac- 
ceded to the agreement of non-importation, have violated their 
prorrtifes, and, as it were, ftolen their own goods and fold them, 
.to purchafe cjiains and fetters, ought to be, and are, and (hail 
be, by us, held in the utmoff contempt; and that we 'will have 

no 
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D o fort of commercial connection with them, or with any that 
deal with them, and that their names fhaTl ftand recorded 'in the 
town book, and pofted up in all public place* in town, as ene- 
mies to their country. * 

ii. " Voted, That we are in duty bound not to ofe or con- 
fame any articles imported from Great Britain, fubjed to duties 
on the foregoing plan, and that we will not, knowingly, pur- 
chafe of any perfon whatfoever, any fuch- articles, until the ftii 
ads are repealed; neither will we ufe, or fulrer (willingly) to be 
ufed in our families any .gobea-ua, cafes of Acknefs only ex- 
cepted. 

12. •' Voted, Thst a refpedlful letter of thanks be addrefied to 
the merchants and traders of the town of Bofton, for the noble 
and difinterefted, and very ex pen five oppbfition made' by them," 
to the late attempts to enflave America.— And, whereas it ap- 
pears probable to us, that the goods of the infamous importers, 
both in this and the. neighbouring governments, are vended a- 
mong us by pedlars, Therefore, 

13. " Voted, That we will not purchafe any thing of them,; 
or futfer any perfon under us to trade with them, but that wo- 
will, as much as in us lies, difcourage them, and endeavour to 
have the laws executed againlt them, and all fuch innholders as 
entertain them contrary to law. 

14. " Voted, That a committee be chofen to enquire who a* 
mong us aft contrary to . the foregoing votes, and return their 
names to the tow a -clerk, to be entered in the town -books* and; 
publifhed in Meffrs. Edes and Gill's paper, as perfon 3 confe- 
derating with the' importers,. to ruin their country,— And whereas* 
the ears of our earthly fovereign, by the intervention of hi* 
wicked minifters, are rendered deaf to the cries of his opprefTed' 
American fubje&s, and as we apprehend we .have a righteous- 
caufe, and as. we are aflured that the ears of the King of Kings- 
are always open to the cries of the oppreffed: Therefore,. 

15.." Voted, That <me will unitedly petition tht Throne of 
Grace,, for protection again ft encroaching' power, whereby our 
civil liberties are fo violently attacked, and our religious liberties' 
endangered, and that Thurfday the 3d day of May next be fee 
apart by this town for faid purpofe; that the Selectmen be a com- 
mittee to wait upon our reverend paflar, de firing him to bad in the 
exercifes of faid day, and that, by an advertitement, they invite 
the neighbouring towns to join with us in fimilar exercifes on faid 
day. , 

16. " Voted,. That the foregoing votes be recorded, and that 
a copy thereof be forthwith tranfmitted to: the committee of in- 
fpe&ion at Bolton, together with our letter of thanks to the meN* 
chants and traders there. The meeting was theiudiiTolved." 

At 
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At a Meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the 

. Town of BOSTON, by Adjournment, May 15th, 1770. The 

Committee appointed to draw up Inttru&ions for the reprefen- 

. tatives, made the following Report, which was unanimoufly 

, accepted by the Town. 

To the Honourable James Bowdoin, Efq; the Honourable 
. Thomas Cushing, Efq; Mr. Samuel Adams, and the 
Honourable John Hancock, Efq; 

Gentlemen, 

THE town of Bolton by their late choice of you to repre- 
sent them, in the enfuing general court, have given ftrong 
proof of their confidence, in your abilities and integrity. For 
&o period, fince k the perilous times of our venerable fathers, has 
worn a more gloomy and alarming afpeft. Unwarrantable and 
arbitrary exactions made upon the people, trade expiring, griev- 
ances, murmurs and difcontents, convulfing every part of the 
Britifh empire, forbode a day of trial, in which, under GOD, 
nothing but (tern virtue and inflexible fortitude can fave us, 
from a rapacious and miferable deftru&ion. A feries of occur- 
rences, many recent events and efpecially the late journals of 
the houfe of lords, afford good reafon to believe, that a deep- 
laid and defperate plan of imperial defpotifm has been laid, 
and partly executed, for the extinlttoit of all civil liberty :— 
and from a gradual fapping the grand foundation, from a fub- 
tle undermining the main pillars, breaking the ftrong bulwarks, 
deftroying -the principal ramparts and battlements, the auguft, 
and once revered, fortrefs of Englilh freedom— that admi- 
rable work of ages -the Britifh constitution— — — -feems 
juft tottering into fatal and inevitable ruin. The dreadful ca- 
caftrophe threatens univerfal havock, and prefents an awful 
warning to hazard all, if peradventure, we, in thefe diitant 
confines pf the earth, may prevent being totally overwhelmed 
and buried under the rums of pur moil eftabliihed rights. 
For many years paft, we have, with forrow, beheld the approach. 
ing conflict j various have been the caufes, which prefled on 
this decifive period ; and every thing now confpires to prompt a 
full exertion of our^ utmoft vigilance, wifdom and firmneis : — 
and as the exigencies of the times require, not only the re- 
fined abilities of true policy, but ihe more martial virtues, 
conduit, valour, and intrepidity; fo, gentlemen, in giving you 
our fuffrages, at- this election, we have devolved upon you a 
molt important truft.; to difcharge which, we doubt not, you 
will fummon up the whole -united faculties of both mind and 
iwtfy. 

We 
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We decline, g*iitle*taen, a minute detail of many momentour 
tdncertime'hts, relative* to which, it is believed, no inttf ucltious 
fcefcd be given ; but ive (hall exprefs our thoughts on fuch raau 
fers*, as we fuppofe, jrdd will chofe to have our explicit fehti- 
foeflts, " -x 

A grievance" which will early prefen t itftlf, in the enfuin$ feffions 
(a^d to 1 redre$ wftich', you. are to talce all proper (pin ted me« 
tKdds} &i tlkt of holding the general cogrt, at Harvard. College, 
toot onTy, ag'a*irm* ancient u.fage and eftabliOied law^ but alio 
aga?nft tne' Welfare of that lemmary of learning ; the nappy ad- 
vancement of Which, this province ever had, and ftiil have, fo 
riincji at hea/t, \ 

Vte would hive 1 you, gentlemen, particularly fcrutinize into 
fhe wfft an A cautious tranfaclions of our worthy fathers, in 172N 

oii 
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circunifite&io'n, truly admirable and worthy imitation : the fmalj 
vox, thin, almo'ft as peillTential as the plague, rendered the meet- 
nig of tne general court, in Bolton, morally impoflible : yet fo 
ooAyin'ted was the governor' of the province of his own defect of 
■ authority to remove the general affembly out or" town, that wjieit 

ift thd members daring to, attend the cogrt, in that infectious 
feafo'ri, were afTembled, in the council chamber, unable to make 4 
^ cjuarirtrf Of tne fow?r nouie, they were ejeyrefsty afliired# by hig 

1 txcelfcn'cy,, that tn$ propbfed adjourning, ii^to the country, 

I flioufd not be 4 , drawn into precedent. Accordingly, a reliance 

cfotfbtleTs' being had on fuch folemn aflurancej no. objections ap* 
I pear dnte^ed On record again (I the adjournnxch^ #hen> through 

a afdvidential calamity, a'trarifaftiQn of b'uilhefs, . itf the proper 
phrce, was become really impracticable. No \pr,6verD is ritorq 
fcmYnafV than that rtecemty fcnows no Jaw; ap<f\be court, with*. 
> ourMduit, on this natural co numeration, was immediately adi 

j earned out or 4 ttiis' town. Yet fo uriiverfally fennble? were, thq 
people of that day, arid efpecially the three branches of th* 
lejgiiflattire^ that ari aft' of the whole' court, even when fuch a. fa- 
tal emergency had forced the adjournment, wias though* abfo* 




Codncll, and" approved' apct formally affehted t to,, by the com*, * 
ifcatfdeY in chief: — -all which appeals on the pubfic record* 4>f 
the* jpfovitfde. Now" we. ihoul'd be glad to be in formed, hflW 
thete proceedings, in eflerice, (ehCc and fpirit, ctiiter from a AiHi 
arffple'ancf final denunciation of the law eltabliihing the feat 09 . 
government'. 

\v^e are riot'ignorahty that in 172^-9, a qontrover,fy was forced 
Oh relative to this point. This difpute . had its rife r like many 
of modern date, in cqhfeqaehce of miniftcrialinftruaipnjfr, Whichj 
tb borrow a phrafe of the then houfe, " are not pleafant to men- 
tion.*' 

Vol. VI. G Wi 
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We arc not unacquainted, that his MajeftyV attorney and fo- 
ttcitor general were, at this time, confulted, relative: to our legal 
feat oST government. We alfo know, that the then governor (Bur- 
net) treating upon the fame fubjeft, informed the houfe of repre* 
fentatives, that cr The King determined the point, accor- 
ding to the attorney and folicitor general's opinion, that the fote 
power of diffolving, proroguing and adjourning the general court 
or affemblv, as to time or place, is in his Majefty's governor, 
and that the reafons againft it from the tenth of King William 
the Hid. had no real foundation ; there being no clauje in, that 
aft, laying any fuch reftraint upou the governor." 

Here, it mould be well obferved, is not barely a tacit, but an 
cxprefs. declaration,, that " The fole power of diflblving, &c." 
is devolved entirely " upon," and exclufively vetted " in the go- 
vernor/' Frdm hence, in our opinion, this confequence unavoid- 
ably follows, that no inftruftions, orders or mandates whatever 
' ought to dtreftahd controul fuchppwer. folely, in the governor. 
For it is ' not merely abfurd in theory, and moft mifchievous in 
praftice/ that an authority incapacitated, by difiahce, to judge of 
local and other critical circumftances, fhould have a power to 
fix fuch v an important movement; but moreover it is palpably 
cbntrarient to the plain words of the preceding determination. 

We freely own, it would have given us more fatisiaftion- to have 
feen this opinion under the hands of thofe, lawyers. ..But we would, 
here, gentlemen, direft you .carefully to notice and remember, that, 
aswe always expert to defend our own rights and liberties, fo 
we are unalterable fixed to judge for ourfelves of their" real. exinV 
ence, agreeable to law. Yet as we believe this fame opinion is 
far from bieng well grounded, fo we now offer a kw comments 
thereon* for your future consideration. But let it be recorded, 
that we en teV upon this talk, protefting againft the pretended 
right or power of any crown lawyer, or any exterior authority 
upon earth, to determine, limit or afcertain all or ' any of our 
conftitutional or charteral, natural or civil, political or facred, 
rights, liberties, privileges or immunities. Thefe words c< there, 
being nodaufe, in that aft, (loth of William) laying any fuch 
reftraint upon the governor/' contained, in the aforecited opinion, 
are, we conclude, intended to convey, • that as the King's prero- 
gative to remove the general court, at pleafure, is not by ex* 
prefs words taken away, fo fuch a power remains inherent in the 
crown, we do allow, indeed, that the King's prerogative was 
ohce thought " A topic too delicate and facred to be profaned 
by the pen of a fubjeft ; that it was ranked among the arcana imperii ; 
and like the myftefies of the bona Jea> was not fuffe red to.be 
pried into by any but fuch as wtre initiated in its fe^vice,: fce- 
caufe perhaps the exertion of the one, like the folemnities of 
the other, would not bear the infpeftion of a rational and fobir 
inquiry."- We alfo have learned, that there hath been a Britifb 
potentate, who dared " To direft an Engliih parliament to 
abftain from difcourfing of matters of Hate ; that even that au- 
gunVaffdmbly ought not to deal, to judge or to meddle wijh, Ma- 
jefty's prerogative royal." And James the firnV with his high no- 
tions of the divinity of regal fwajvmore than pn^e laid it ilown in, 

his 
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his lpeeches, that— u As it was atheifm and blaiphemy in * 
creature to difpute what the deity may do, fo it is preemption 
and (edition in a fubjeft to difpnte what a King may do in the 
heigh; of his powers : Good Chriftians, he. adds, will be content 
with GOD's will, revealed in his. word; and good fubje&s will 
reft in the King's will, revealed in bis law."—— Surely, when, 
fuch my ftical jargon, fuch abfurd and infamous rant was thus 
openly denounced, in a realm famed for underftanding, freedom 
and true magnanimity, nothing, except an. ineffable con* 
tempt of the reigning monarch, diverted that indignant ven- 
geance, which would otherwife have made his illuftrious throne 
to tremble and hurled the royal diadem from his forfeit head. 

TJie King's prerogative, in the largeft extent, includes,' on lyi 
certain rights and privileges, *hich, by Jaw, the King hath as % 
third power of the common wealth, intruded with the execution 
of laws already in being. This prerogative our, law pronounces 
to be folely governed by the laws of the land; thofe being; 
the meafure, as well of the King's power, as the fubjecrs 
obedience : for as the laws afTcrt and bound the juft rights of 
the King ; fo they likewife declare and maintain the right t and 
liberties of the people : hence it is adjudged law', that all preroga \ 
tives muft be for the advantage and good of the people; other- 
wife, fuch pretended" prerogatives are not to be allowed by law* 
Even our crown lawyets will inform us, «' That one of the, 
principal bulwarks of civil liberty, or (in other words) of the 
firitifli conflitution, is the limitation of the King?s prerogative, 
by bounds fo certain and notorious) that it is^impoffible he 
ihould ever exceed them, without the confent of the people,. 
on the one hand, or without, on the other, a violation of that, . 
original contract, which in all Mates impliedly, and in ours mod 

expre&ly, fubfifts between the prince and the fubjeft. And. 

from a confideratidn of the extent and reftriftions of the King's 
prerogative, this conclufion will evidently follow, that the powers 
which are vefted in the crown by the laws of England, are ne-' 
cefTary for the fupport of fociety; and do not intrench any., 
further on bur natural rights, than is expedient for the main- 
tenance of our civil. Sir Henry Finch, under Charles the firft,^ 
though he lays down the law of prerogative in very ftrong and 
eraphatkal terms, yet qualifies it, with a general reftrittion, in. 
regard to the liberties of the people. — <: The King (fays^he) hath 
a prerogative in all things, that are not injurious to the fubjeftj 
in them #11 it muft be remembered, that the King's preroeatfve 
ftretcbeth not to the doing of any wrong." And,' finally, the belt 
definition of the prerogative, which our law-books afford, is,. 
f * That difcretionary power of adling for the jmblick good, 
where the pofitivelaws are filent;— — and if this difcretionary. 
pdwer 1 be abufed to the publick detriment,, fuch prerogative is' 
eXert^a in ari unconftitutional manner," , # 

VVe; gentlemen, have been thus particular in our inftru£tfons 
on'&is head, becaufe we apprehend, that this point of preroga- 
tivev through great inattention, hath been much miftaken; and 
aKofceeaufe every other matter, fet forth in the aforecited opi- 
nHm. of Mr, Attorney and Solicitor General, has been inefraga- 
Q * bly 
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My. confuted ty .divers judicious replies* pf fucceeding houfes 
or our affembly. frfow the clear law juft laig dawn (to the true 
Ifctrit of which we do order you punctually to adhere) proves 
beyond a cwli that, if* the late removal of oar general court 
was not agafaft plain provincial law, yet that fuch removal is 
not only trhwarnmtable by the principles of crown law, but is 
directly repugnant to the fundamental infthutions even of pre- 
rogattvelaw^----fQr will any one, befb weak, or wicked; nay, 
Wffl even a; crewn laWyer, for his ftipend or penfion, have the 
front pubKckry to maintain, that the late alteration of the feal 
of our general aiFembly is « for the advantage and good of the 
peopled or" for the neceffery fupport of focijety ;" or that 
this aflumed •« prerogative flretchethnot to any wrong?" Now 
if. all this, and much more, is not maintained, then waving of 
provincial Jaw, relative to the feae of government, we, witH 
good authority, fay, that the holding the general court* from 
its antient ana prober ftation, is unwarrantable,' unconstitutional, 
illegal and dpjifehtve. 

i We haytegiverf you, gentlemen, our full fenthjients touch- 
ing this important concern, becauie you ought not to be at any 
fote, how to condud your/elves herein, conformable to the 
judgment of V?W conftituents.-i— But had. we not, here ? 
fpo^en fo krgely V W< na 4 { ^ e exprefs ietter of the law beeit 
fcfs favourable, and were it poifible to janfack op any abfurd^ 
obfolete notion, which might have feemed calculated to, propagate 
tfaviih dodrines, we fhould by no , means ■ have been influenced 
to forego our birthrights, For the prime and only reafon whicfy 
originated al| law, out mor,e particularly and exprefsly the pre- 
rogative, was, the general emolument to the %te $ ind, there- 
^re, when ktiy pretended prerogatives do not advance this grand 
nurpofe, they have no, legal obligation ; and when any ftri&ly 
jlift prerogatives are exerted to promote any different defign- 
they alfo ceafe to be binding. Indfced, even a folicitor genera! 
oTMajefty, in an exprefs treatife " of the King's prerogative, '* 

wftl teach us, " {hat mankind will not be reafoned out of 

tne feelings Of humanity; nor v^iil fccrifice their liberty by 4 
icrunulous adherence to thofe political maxims, which were origi- 
l^ally eftabliftied to preferve it/' 

The defpicable fituation of our provincial militia* you will 
n)ake the object of your peculiar attention, and as it is appa- 
rent, from wnat putrid fource, this decline of military, emu* 
Ifetion hafn flowed, we prefc, that futh animated fteps may be 
taken* as '&al{ fpeedily remove this juft reproach from the land, 
When every method is ob&inately purfued to enervate with fo- 
reign luxuries, every artifice pra&iced to corrupt, in order to 
inflave; when we are denied a free 9 constitutional exercifeor 
our rights, as "men and citizens ; when high-handed invasions' 
are made on our property, and audacious attempts to intimidate 
no^onlyiromrefiftance^ but complaint $ furely the conftituttonal 
watchmea arid cemjnels ^f ou* liberties' are fcileqp, uwn their 
' ftatlons f 
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e^WSf of mitQ» to the main body, gf they 4e> »<# roufc an! 
tefcue from this ^ftdtous plot. 

As a, vofuntary and landed renujctaiticm of * baneful com* 
merxe ha? pajaraUy o^ca/ioned * geqer*l IbgsMtion of trade; 
and a* tfce true rk&e s tf a people ait numbers aad induftiy* 
wewarmiy qwoajmend to. yon flack mit/ures* as will tend to 
increafe population, encourage indtftty* aad promote our own 
man#faftq fi es i and as. thiftsjivfry pacific political device for 
the 4°fctt °^ Qur malicious foes, we fwefuiae it may be ieis ob- 
noxious to the virulent flander of miuifterkJ dependants :*■ ... 
but theft fclut^jy method* of gc*uine policy ought never to ex. 
cluje of foperfedp tl*e mpre open, manly , bold, nnd pertina- 
cious extortions for ouj freedom. 

One of the jno& weighty matters, which attract oar afFec* 
tioa, and lies dfi*p in the befit of ewy fenfibieand honeft Ame- 
rican, is tH* Arm and la/ling union of the colonies : there is no one ' 
point which ought more to engage your affeftionatc seal. Oiar 
enemies* well knowijag the confequence of thi* great acquifitfon, 
have bent thfir whole force to isnfar it abortive. . Without the) 
leaft foundation, jealoufies have been infidiouAy infufed, dia- 
bolical falihqpds forged* idle tales propagated, little difcords fb- N 
mented ; and every engine, thai fraud could invent, and hardy 
villains manage, )u*t been fet to work, in order to retard, if 
not utterly overthrow* this defireablt attainment. But all hath 
not done; The eyes of our worthy brethren, through the 
continent, are open.—- ~Yet as we know the plotting malice, 
inveteracy and indefatigable labour of the defperately wicked, 
we ftrongely inculcate, that you be zealous to keep up a cor- 
<Jial intercourfe, with our fitter colonies i and as our inter efts 
are fo appafsntiv infepaiable, nothing* but an intimate com mu- , 
njpn is. require, tp cement our political and natural attachment. 
We have, for a long time, beheld with grief, and aftonim- 
ment, the nn warrantable' pra&ice. o£ ministerial instructions to> 
the CjO^ainanders in chief of this province* It is high time, 
gentlemen, for this, matter to be fearchedinto and remedied. 

Such, an enormous ttrpteh of power, if much longer unchecked, 
will eventually annihilate the etfontiak of all civil liberty. It 19 
repugnant to the very firft principle of *iue. government, (which 
was alone iai|it«led for the good of the governed) that a remote 
pawes, not only- mi*eb difeonntded, but often different in inte- 
reft, ihonld undertake, at pleafure, to controuly nay command, 
in affairs qf the laft- moment, for the ..benefit and relief of the 
people :-e«~-ra power, three thouikrcd tranfaarine miles diftant, 
nq^qniy ign^r^p/ qux trufitwelfate, bur, if perchance, dif- 
covere4, intf rffted to oppofe it; no*, only attempting toopprefs, 
but actually oppre fling ; ■ that fuch a power mould be al- 
lowed, wa^tt^lytL fc* pep/eribe patrkiaaa and plebeians ;■ ■» 
at will, to fix the refidence of our parliament ; to order, that par- 
liament when, .and. how toprocefuj, and whore to retire; atone 
. time to forbid the be& improvement of our own produce ; at 
. * j.:-/.. another 
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toother time, efre&aalty to force us to purchafe foreign merchan- 
dize ; again, as it were, fword in hand, to' demand our 

property; and, anon, to forbid our own difpofal of a certain 
part* of it:— ^— Thefe are doctrines and political folecifmsr, 
which may take root and faring up, under the meridian of mo- 
dern. Bome! but we truft in GOD, will not flourifh, in the foil 
end climate of Britifh America. We, therefore, ftri&Iy, charge 
yon, not to grant any fupplies to the instruments of govern- 
ment, if, through their defect, or misapplication, the grand ends; 
lor which we fupport and obey our rulers, are not accoriipliihed. 

We, alfo, recommend to you carefully to enquire into the 
Hate of criminal profecutions, in our executive courts ; and 
endeavour to revive the ancient method of appointing the 
attorney-general, agreeable to the charter: for we believe, 
that fuch a ftep will be attended with very falutary confluences, 
in the advancement of public jnftice, the punilhment of offenders, 
*&d the general good order of the province. 

Our choice of you, gentlemen, to reprefent us, at this haz- 
ardous juncture, is a fufficient evidence of our great dependance 

on your wife, honeft and Ready conduct :- we, therefore, 

leave all other matters to your bed difcretioh and judgment; till 
we fhali fee fit to give further inftruttions :— we greatly confide, 
that you will bear in ftrong remembrance, the hardships and 
{offerings of our pious fathers to find out and pure hale this' 
remote afylum from ecclefiaftical perfecution and civil tyranny ; 
that infpired, by their glorious example, you will vigorously 
repel, even unto the utterm oil, the infults and violences of inter* 
sal and external enemies to our peace. We remind you, that 
tfce further, nations recede and give way to the gigantic ftride* 
of any powerful defpot, the more rapidly will the fiend advance 
to fpread wide defolation ;— — and then mould an attempt be 
made to ltay his ravaging progrefs— " the dogs of war let loofe 
and hot for blood, rulh on to wade and havock." Ohftaprindpiis 
is the maxim to be held in view : it is now no time to halt be- 
tween two opinions : the demands of fraud, violence and ufurpa- 
tkm are infatiable : it is, therefore, no feafon to ftand Hftemng 
to fubtle allurements, deceitful cajolings or formidable threaten- 
ings. We, therefore, enjoin you, at all hazards to deport (as- 
we rely your own hearts will Simulate) like the faithful repre- 
(entatives of a freeborn, awakened and determined people ; 
who, being impregnated, withthe fpirit of liberty in conception, 
and nurtured in principles of freedom, from their infancy, are 
reiblved to breathe the lame celeftialjaether, till fummoned to re- 
fign the heavenly flame by that omnipotent GOD who gave it. 
Per order of th* commit tu, " Rt. Dan*. 

Attest. William Cooper. T$wn Clerk* 



* See fome extraordinary proceedings at the lafi feffions of tfc$ 
general court rela^ve r,o tfce manufactory houfe, 
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From the Bofto* G&ttti. 
Mr. Printer \ I Jefire you as a Friend to the Liberty of the Prefix 

to infert the fallowing Copy of a Letter from an eminent Couk-^ 

sellor, and a Friend of Liberty* to hit Correfpondeni 4f.Niw~. 

YORK, ...... ' 

M ¥ fcejofce at the attack upon Captain M'Dougall— — What- 

1 ever was the defign of your old lieutenant governor and 
his adherents, in ftirring up a profecution againft that gallant ^ 
Ton of liberty, it will rather advance than injure the grand eagle 
of America— ^—Tne ftroke meant at bim t will prove a fatal, 
one to the mutiny aft ; for a fpirit of jealoufy and enquiry is 
gone forth, and no future wheedling to procure frem compliances 
with that ftatute will fucceed, 

14 Before this alarm, our zeal for liberty began to !ang*iin. 
Uniformity of fentiment induced a degree of fupinenefs ; and as 
every man trufted to the vigilance of his neighbour, we were all 
composing ourfelves for a nap of fecurity. There was a neccf- 
fity for Frelh oil to quicken the expiring lamp : and let the 
miniftry retrain their gratitude if they pleafe, certainly we mould 
be forward in a fort of thanks to Mr. Colden, and the politi- 
cians of his train » They have done a good fervice to the 
continent, in fending a fon of liberty to gaol, and I hope they 
will increafe the obligation, by bringing him to. trial, 

" I take it for granted, that he wrote or publifhed the paper 
of the 1 6th of December, which all the three branches of your 
legiHatisre are pleafed to call a libel— And if he is not pro* 
fecuted (as I prefume he is not) for the glances in it at Major 
Pullian and Mr Jauncy, the libellous matter mud confift in the 
charge, that your donation of aoool. for the ufe of the troops, 
and in compliance of the mutiny ad, was unfriendly to. the , 
liberties of the people ; and that this was the effect of a late 
coalition between the lieutenant governor and a certain family of 
influence. 

t4 The point therefore to be tried, is, whether this is a libel— — • 
and can a jury, think you, be found in this day of light and liber* , 
tv, that will lay, upon their oaths, that it is a crime to refufe a . 
(ubmiffion to Britifh taxation? for it is this fubmiffion that is 

called a betraying the liberties of the people : — God forbid 

that any province upon the continent fhould ever give proofs 
of fuch a profligate apoltacy from the virtuous principles which 
all our afTembhes have repeatedly avowed, in their refolvcs, . 
their addrefles, petitions, memorials, and reprefentations, and 
in their remonftrances to the very commons of Great Britain, 
ever fince the publication of the peftilent and nccurfed Jiamp afi, 
of 1765. ' . 

" You afc "my opinion, whether Mr. Colden and his council 

have done right or wrong ? If you mean, fir, by this queftion, 

- » ■ * * ' * - ' - ' whether 
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whether tlieir condufl was prudent or not * I amat a lofs with- 
<rat the knowledge of tfc* end they iad in view, to give yott 
a determinate anfVrer. : - ::: 

•• Upon a fuppofttioto, that their aim was torsive a fpMt of i::: 
liberty, aM pot an end tc* any farther iftftances of eeftfeferfn- i: | 
£on to parliamentary taxations in this country, they dd/crve 3?/ 
thanks. " •'» 

•• If ifcejr meditated by this proje&j to intwhiSafe th^ &ns S« 
cf liberty, and fupprefs tk&t genertfus" *rdo*r fbr tile glo¥it>W *t 
cttife we have fti loiig bee* cen&ndtng fot t tfiey merit- «■ ' ■ ' ■■ 
Ifct 1 fbfbeW*-- — <-«tery trite ffictii oT America knows whit I 
Mean. 

A* A faJfcrSfig add p*6rtk& people* Wilt flmrufcft their a#- 
iorrence of a confederacy, if ever any ©rife (hotfld happen to* 
be form** agaihff the felicity of lb mto/ftrillietos of their fel- 
low fafcjft&s. " 

"But perhaps yottr ^Heltrofi 3s odty aii enquiry dboat 1 flie 
law concerning fifcehi and the* application of it to' the papers 
abcwemerititfhad $ and here too we rtfcrft be? dareftrl tomafcc : pro- 
per diftindtionsf. The general courfe of proceedings- ih Erfgfaiid, 
with fefp^d to defamatory p < iblie T ati6ns 9 h conducted' according 
to refection* afcftfrd in t:he*mfelv«s, tfnd fufcverfrve 6f a free Irate ; 
and cofltidermg theprogreft of knowledge, and the independen- 
cy of the judges, eve* £#e£ the glorious revolutionr, 'tis aft ott- 
iftiffg-, tfeft a Holt, a' Parke?, a Softer, aftfd fuch otfter Kglits 
cf the age, have ttoi eftafcftfted fuch maxfms (etfrra&ed from 
the grounds and prkiciptes of the law) as aVe eontjfcttibfe- with cbtn- 
sbob fenfe, anfd the public lafery-"-k*-Hitherto they have foftowed 
the iffatidffat and pernkious^etftfion* of despotic time* ; for all 
the ftate kw ufuaHy urged 1 iii eales of this k&d by the 1 informer 
general fbr .the government has ; ntf higher authority iii its fa- 
vour than the meer ettaw* of the judge*. 

«' Bvery body will- agree that 'private fl'dttaer' ought! to* be 
puniflied; and few if any will deny it to be reafonable, that a 
man- who accufes magiftrates and biftcefs in high fta'tions, of an 
zhvtie' of their Crafts, ought ta be amt*toaMe f to juilice, if his" nio- 
DV0 is a iftatlicioa* defign toafperfewrthoatcaafe, * ' \ 

" Itfeems neceffary alio, that the mraiftrate fiioufd fcave" the" 
power of committing offenders off this kindf, at^ifcretiori'; arid 
that while the matter is before him ujtoh the dueftion, ihafl I com- 
mit or not ? It fhonid be perfectly immateriallt whether the ac- 
ctifationrn the defamatory writing- is true or falfe : And upon 
tttirf principle your governor and chieT julti'ce; may have> le^al 
apology for 'the imprifonment of Captain' Kf'DougaJ, if th*re 
wds* f^ffioiflVt proof Cf his- writing or pablifhtng' the* paper laid 
to his charge, whatever may be thought of the means vtexl io 
cxtt3t& a difcorery. 
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* 4 iJut the nlaligifancy of the crotfn law, in the decifioni 
Relative to libels, refpects the mode and power of bringing a man 
to trial, for what he writes or prints, by information and at the 
arbitrary pieafure of an attorney general, a dependent, will 
and pieafure officer, and the practice of the courts, fir ft in over- 
ruling; all proof pf the truth of the publication, then labouring to 
get the jury to confine themfelves merely to declare the point 
of fad by fpecial verdict, that the defendant wrote or published the 
paper; ana la ft of all in pronouncing the horrid judgment that 
the truth of the facts rather aggravates than mitigates the of- 
fence. 

" This is what Engliihmen call ftar-chamber law ; a court, 
of which no friend to his country can foeak without emotion ; 
and indeed it was fuch a qruel engine of oppreffion, that it dc- 
ferves the fharpeft invectives. 

" It was a tribunal in which our Kings anciently prefided in 
perfon-; and their afliftants were their own privy counfellors. 
Its name is owing to the cieling of the chamber where ic was held, 
which was garni died with golden ftars ; and- proceeding 
without a jury, well might the poor JubjeS tremble before a bar 

where every circumftance infpired terror and confufion. • 

At fir ft it interfered only, as Lord Coke informs • us, in caules 
enormous and exorbitant, and fat rarely; but its authority and 
jurisdiction were afterwards amazingly augmented by divers acts 
of parliament. In Henry the 7th's reign, the chancellor, the 
treafurer and keeper of the privy feal, with a biihop, a privy 
counfellor, and two judges were authorised to proceed upon a bill 
of information, againft any perfon for maintenance, and for al- 
moft all crimes. In the next reign the prefident of the 
council was added to the judges, and the court had power to 
punifh at difcretion* 

" Sometimes they proceeded againft a man ore tenut, that is in 
a fummary way, without any formality, and as the fa i lor fays, 
knocked off the cau/e in ajirk. 

*' Profecutions were moft commonly by a bill or information, 
which the King's attorney general brought in and managed.— 
They heard witneffes, examined even the accufed, and pro- 
nounced judgment both as judges and jurors. 

" Xhe inquifnion of Portugal ani Spain, was not more 
inimical to the rights of private judgment in matters of religion, 
than the ftar chamber to thofe which refpected the behavior of 
public officers in civil concerns.— Agents themfelves, in the con> 
duct of the affairs of the nation, how deeply were they not inte- 
refted in the fuppreffion of all private complaints that might cre- 
ate a general alarm !- And how was it poffible for any man 

to liip an accufation with fafety, or efcape wiih impunity, 
when the inftruments of government were to be both parties 
againft him, and judges of his caufe. 

4< A court fo well adapted tafan the fparks of ambition and 
corruption, and ftrengtheu the arm of oppreffion, exened its 

Vol. VII. H • formidable 
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formidable power to the utmoft; and then it was that thofe 
damnable berefies (if I may fo fpeak) crept into our law, that a 
libel is not the lefs Co for being true, and that the accufed (which 
by the way feems to be its natural confequence) fhall not be per- 
mitted to fay a word in fupport of the allegations charged upon 
him as a crime. 

" Profecutions for libels became a great part of their bufi- 
rtefs, and proceeding from one in ftance of cruelty to another, 
the nation at length grew impatient of this horrible judicatory, 
and in the fifteenth year of the reign of Charles the firft, it 
was totally aboliQied by an ad of parliament, which records 
„ its enormities, and brands it with everlafting infamy ; for it ex- 
prefsly recites, That the proceedings, anf<wers, and decrees of that court t 
have by experience, been found to. be an iutokrable burden to thefubr 
jeft, and tie means to introduce an arbitrary power and government* 

*• The precedent neverthelefs ifurvived, though the court was 
deftroyed ; and a temporifing fpirit in the facceeding reigns of 
Charles and James the lid. princes not yet rid of the fears of the 
men, who had cut off their father's head, feized, and often tri- 
umphed in the courts of juftice, and led them to favour, as 
much aspoffible, the arbitrary dogmas of the haughty judges 
of the (tar-chamber bench. 

" Upon the demolition of that tremendous judicature, the 
' buiinefs of it fell into the court of King's bench, and then no man 
could be convicted withput the verdifl of a jury, according to 
the ancient law of the land ; but the glorious fecurity thereby 
given for freedom in writing and (peaking, was offenfive to the 
great, and a wicked attempt was foon made to enflave the ju- 
rors, and raife a new ft ar-cb amber, even in Weftminiler- 
hall, for to induce them to cail an obnoxious defendant 
into the hands of the judges, it was held, that if they would 
not find verdicts according to the direction of the court, they 
were' fubjeft both to fine and imprifonment ; an experiment 
for Vobbing the people of this unfpeakable privilege, was made 
on the trial of William Mead and the famous William Pen, the 
fame to whom we owe one of the freeft and faireft of our colo- 
nies. . Twelve undaunted jurors at that -time refolved rather 
to perifti than give upf the defendants to the rage of a malicious 
court, and were fined forty marks each, and fent to Newgate; but 
to the honour and immortal memory of Mr. Bufhel, a re- 
nowned fon of liberty, who brought his habeas corpus, a victory 
was foon obtained over their infamous judges, whofe proceed- 
ings were adjudged to be illegal ; nor has any court fince 
the year 1670, when that memorable trial was had, (which 
every ft iend of liberty ought to read,, and will find in the 
fecond volume, of the State of Trials at large) dared to in- 
vade this bulwark of fafety againft the pride, infolence, and 
partiality of power. 

"Deprived 
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" Deprived of the means to compel* the judges have face 'la- 
boured to per/uade juries into fuch verdicts as thegf wifhed to have 
found ; and proceeding x upon the old, Starchamber principles, 
the more eafily to gain conviction, they have refufed to Jet the 
jurors hear any proof of the truth of the libel, forefeeing the ex- 
treme difficulty of perfuading twelve honeft men of common fenfe, 
to bring in a verdict againft: a defendant for publifhing what it is 
proper for the country to be informed of, and what he Had clearly 
made out in proof. 

y The trial of Capt. Mc Dougall, may bring the propriety of 
this practice to a folemn decifion in America ; certainly it can 
never be difcuffed at a more favourable juncture ; and I hope your 
judges will embrace an opportunity of acquiring to themfelves 
lading and univerfal applaufe and renown. — No antiquity can 
juftify what is incompatible with reafon, the public fafety and 
found principles of law. They are bound down by no act of par- 
liament. The meer dicta of fome of their predeceflbrs, is all the ' 
authority they can have againft an enquiry into the truth of the 
charge; and our books are full of inftances of a departure from 
precedent, and the correction of ancient grey-headed errors. How 
often have the Englilh judges ruled, that all treafons out. of Eng- 
land, may be tried there ; and will an American judge follow their 
opinion in the cafe of an American treafonf — Undoubtedly the 
Englijb comment upon the ftatute was erroneous— and a good judge 
will depart from error, and not only rifk the confequences of be- 
\ngfingularly right, but feel a noble pride in bis fuperiority to • 
the influence of exceptionable examples. 

." The defendant juftifies in flahder, by proving the truth of the 
words fpoken :■— on an indidlment for a battery, an aflault de- 
xnefne, or that he gave the blow in his own defence, is good evi- 
dence for an acquittal, and daily admitted. 

" It is a rule, that the fpecial matter may be proved on the 
plea of not guilty 9 in criminal profecutions ; and it is beyond the 
wit of man to reconcile the Star-Chamber practice with thofe in- 
dubitable decifions of the law. 

" It is alfo a rule not to admit explanatory affidavits for the mi- 
tigation of a fine after a trial had ; anu the very reafon afligncd, 
why they are only read upon a fubmiffion ,to the mercy of the 
court, is becaufe. on a trial, the judges acquire all the informa- 
tion necefTary for applying proper degrees of puniftiment; and how 
is it poffible to avoid error, unlefs an opportunity is given for all 
the justifying mitigation and apologetical proof to come fairly 
out? Suppofe a man to be charged with robbing the treafury 
of the nation : is it not a virtue to make a charge, if it is true ? 
admit to a crown hireling, that it is a. crime, is it no mitigation 
that the accufation is proved to be true ? Away with all the S tar- 
Chamber nonfenfe — Nonfenfe do I Call h ! — It is monftrous for 
a judge to rife up and tell a jury, that the enquiry into the reality 
pf the robbery U immaterial to the defence ; and to add, that the 

H 2 libel 
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libel is the greater for being true, is the language of a parricide, 
and blafphemy, outrageous blafphemy, again ft the plained dic- 
tates of common fenfe.-^-A Judge muft tremble when he §>eaks 
the words, and the people turn pale to hear them aflertid for 
law. JLet the arguments for the puni&ment of private or public 
detraction be ftretched and multiplied to the utmoft, they, inuft 
Jieycnhclefs be tried by the fupreme law of fafety to the com- 
mon weal— and highly does it import judges, jurors, and Ameri- 
cans of every flation, to eye proftcutioas for libels txthisjun8*,re, 
with the keeneft and moft fufpicious jealoufy.— Upon the princi- 
ples of the mother country, all our vindications fince the year 
?7^5t are feditious and libellous, if not of a treasonable torn - 
plexion.— What if a door (hould be opened,, to be revenged of the 
patriots who have wrote and printed in our favour? There is 
doubtlefs malice in ftore againft our Deianys, and our other ad- 
vocates, who founded a reasonable and courageous alarm. Ther 
enemy is on the watch. r— Let every impeachment for a fibel, be 
tiied by its tendency to fubvert or promote the liberty and pros- 
perity of this country—- and if a worthlefs, private name happens 
to be drawn out of its obfeurity, or a fet of dignified Scoundrels j 

expofed, I would never condemn as criminal, the well-meant i 

emanations of a warm, honeft zeal for rhd intereft of the grand 
colony caufe. — The truth of the charge Ihould be all my enquiry j 

as a juror; and that known, evinced or believed, the verdict of j 

not guilty (hould enfue, in fpite of a Jejpriet on the bench, and a ( 

• bloody Kirk at his elboiy, •• • \ j 

" You may depend, Sir, upon my attendance at a trial of fuch j 

importance to the American caufe (if my health will permit) di£. ^ 

patch me as foon as poflible a copy of the information, for i fup* \ 

pofe it will be no eafy matter to prevail upon a giand jury to x 

proceed by indictment — As the profecution is connected with the l( 

fuppofition, that the Mutiny Act has the obligatory force of 4 
law (a matter well worth confideration) I have a curio fit y to fee 
a composition, grounded on a bafts which fo tenderly affects the % 

conftitution ^nd liberties of this country. Betides it muft of . 

neceflity contain fuch an infinity of inuendos, from the peculiar 1 

frame of the libel, as to afford no fmall diverfionto the perufer, 
as the reading of it doubtlefs will to the audience upon the, j 

frial. . ' ' 

I am, Sir, with great regard! ( 

Yottr moll obedient fervant, 

*#* ^ imagine the infertion of this fcnfible and fpirited letter* at 
this time, cannot fail of bring acceptable to Juch of our readers *j have 
paid attention to the trials of Mr. Almon and' Mr. Wooofallc 
the reafoning' upon the cafe 'of Capt. A/' Dougall being ftri&ly applicable 
(0 the rcm&rkabk conduH on the trials ofthtfe printer** 
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'• txtraB rf a Utter from tbt 1/Und <f Grenada, dated April 15/ 

" f Have the pleafure to inform you that his. excellency General 
I Meivill, our worthy Governor, arrived here on the fth iatf. 
to the inexpreffible joy of all his Majefty's natural born fubje&s 
of this ifland, and of every friend and well wither to the pro- 
teftant caufe; bat to the great mortification of the cabal who tad 
unconstitutionally fiipported the caufe of the French Roman, Ca- 
tholic fnbjecls both here and at home, and had contrived to in- 
troduce them,, in opposition to the known laws of the' realm of 
England, into the legislation of this country. You may well 
imagine that thefe people thought themfelves fecure of never 
. feeing the Governor again, and therefore are now hiding their 

* heads, and precipitately retreating, to avoid meeting a gentleman 
-whom they took every unfair means to fuperfede, merely becaufe 
herefolutely refufed to permit any innovations in his government 

ton the constitution of the firitifii empire. The General landed 
about 1 1 o'clock, and was received on fhore by Mr. Fitzraaurice, 
the Lieutenant Governor fwhofe confufion was fo great as to r^e 
onif eHaJIy remarked by Major Bruce at the head of the garrifon) 
/ by moll of the principal inhabitants of the illand, and a vafl con- 
-courfe of people. 

* . The day after his excellency's arrival he i/Tued a proclamation, 
by Which the council and aflerably that were to have met that 

jday.were prorogued to the 28th inftant, confequently no addrefle* 
could be prefented by thofe bodies on his arrival $ but the faiqe 
day the Liverpool Club, confiding of a mod refpe&able and nu- - 
jnerbns body of the proprietors and inhabitants of this ifland, 
"ttefire&'permiffion to wait on his Excellency with their congratu- 
lations on his fafe arrival, which being granted, the ^accordingly 
attended him, and their iecretary addfefled hirii in the foflowing 
terms: ; " " . * ■ - 

• May it 'phafeyour Excellency, 

" The members of the fociety eftablilhed under the denomi- 
nation of the Liverpool Club, and compofed' of the merchants 
and many other of the principal inhabitants of this opulent town, 
beg Jeave to congratulate your Excellency on your return to ybur 
government, and the exercife of that nigh truft fo defervedly 
committed to you by our Moft Gracious Sovereign. ' * * 

" Deeply impreffed with a juft and grateful fenfe of your diffn- 
terefted and patriotic adminiftration, while you refided amongft us, 
and convinced of your zeal for the King's fervice, and your ten-. 
def regard for the liberties of the people committed to your care, 
-we fhare largely in that unfeigned joy which fo generally fpreads 
itfelf among his Majefty's natural-born fubjetts on this' happy 
-ociaiton. 

-«* Great as this joy moft at any time have been, it is considera- 
bly heightened at this critical juncture, wren we review in our 
mind the public tranfa&ions relative to this colony, and the many 
innovations which have been made on that excellent conftitution 

which 
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%n>ch la i the birth-right of eyery ffritiflr fobjcdf, ami wfrtcn fcf 
imminently endanger every thing that is or can be dear to as. ,v 

* iWrem'ng is this ieffe&idfi mull be, our thanks* afe yet <W 
t6 vOtr* Excellency for your repeated" ehdeaVouh to jifelrent what 
ttt HaVe (b niuch feafoh to I'eplorc; arid wfc tfflft ydiir'unceafing 
*ppl!ca , tio , n Will in the end reftbre to us ihat - ■ ' ■ v ' ■, of whU'fr 
we have been fb unjuftly deprived. 

" We heartily wi(h ybur Excellency a* cbritinuafite of that' 
health, With which yotf have arrived amorigft tfs; and that you 
miy long preftde over this coibhf. for yqur bVn honour, the 
ftfrite of your Royal Maftet, and the benefit of his people*" 

The prtrfbgatibn of the affcmbly and council is fald to be owing 
tt> tbe expert^d arrival bf fbme frefh inff ru'Sion* from "England 
which were not ready when ihe General Uk London, tfie princi- 
pal rf which we are well a ft] red will be, tbe reftoratidri of the ftx 
iafperided proteftant members of the Council : the fprriis of the 
natural bofn fubj^ls are revived by this atfurahce, and the! iffarid 
is now reftbred to a flate of perfedt tranquility. Before the Ge^ 
neraTs arrival, people were extremely uneafy, as the arbitrary dlf- 
minroft of thole members, and the behaviour of the £ew council 
and afiembly k* paffihg laws of an extraordinary nature, ma<^e* 
them apprebeniive that free born Engliifrmen we're on the point of 
being made flakes to thofe, who but lately were the vHah of the' 
French crown, and the captives of Great Britain ; but thank God, 
no fuch event Can now take place, while his Excellency remains at 
the head of hi* government. 



Ak impartial review of: 
political works. 

J Jhort Narrative of the horrid Majacte in Bofion, pitpetraled irf 
the Evening of the fifth of Match 1 7 70* Bo/hn, p tinted by Order 
of the Town $ and reprinted by W. liingley* 8to« as. 

THIS authentic narrative of a* deed which raqi! malgef 
EnglHhmen fenfible of the vifc roifc6nd»& of gdminin* ra- 
tion j and ptf t them oh their guard againft tiery effort of deft 
potifm, and every attempt at infujt on the part of .the mi- 
litary, their hired fervants, ftou-ld be read with attention* and 
carefully preserved with the bloody record^ of the tyranny of 
former and defpotic times t ' . r 

The depofitions annexed to this narrative are well worth pre- 
ferring, as they will ferve for a clue to guide Our judgment in 
its decifion on the events of the* enquiries' now making into tHe 
fecret fprings that fet this bloody tranfa&ion on foot; and will 
ascertain the degree of credit to be given to the future accounts 
of this horrid daughter preparing for the public, by the agents/ 
of the miniftry at Bolton. 
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Innocent blood crying to God from the f reefs of Bojfon : Afermon,. oc? . 
cajioncd by the horrid murder of Mejfieurs Samuel Gray, Samuel 
Maverick, James CaldweU and Crifpus Attucks* with Tatrick 
Carr, finct dead, and Chrifiopher Monk, judged irrecoverable; and 
fever al others badly wounded by a party of troops under the command of 
Captain Preflon* on 4 be fftb of March 1 7 70: preached the Lord 9 ! 
day following : by John Lathrop, A.M. paftor of the fecqnd 
church in Bofton. Quarto, is. Dilly and Almon. " 

THIS excellent difcourfe cannot be better recommended than 
by giving our readers' a fpecimen of the maneHy and pa* 
thetic manner in which this pious minifter delivers himferf 
upon the melancholy fubjeft, that gave oceafion to hi*- preach- 
ing- on it. * l 

•« The unparaleHed barbarity of thofe who were lately guilty 
of murdering a number of our innocent fellow- citizens will never 
be forgot. 

*' The now ltfpfng cbild will rehearfe the tragical (lory to* hi* 
attentive offspring, when revolving years have covered his head 
with filver locks. Future generations will read the account with 
forrQw> indignation, and frrrprifcet forrow for the dead who fell- 
v&Ums to the mercrlefs rage of wicked men : indigti.atfotr again* 
the word of murderers, and furprise' that airy rational being* 
could be fo deftitutet>f every human Jeering*, as wantonly to de- 
ttaey. tho& who never did* or thought of doing them, atiy hurt. ' 
- "..Hut we have feen the gloomy time when out brethren* were 
murdered before our eyes, and our moft publick ftreets were 4 
deeply dyed with innocent blood. How atie£Hng^ unutterably* 
affecting, to fee our fellow-citizens (hot to death'— +— their gar* 
merits rolled in blood, and corpfes wallowing in "gore, upon our ex- 
change, the place of general concourfe, where our mod relpefU 
able inhabitants meet everyday! But fuchafcene has becn'a&ed 
— yea, the blood of the flain is but now wafhed fronrthe pave- . 
ment. 

" A noble fpirit indeed has appeared on this oceafion, not 
ojily in feenring the prefumed murderers that they may be 
brought to trial; but infifting that all the trc-ops (hould be re- 
moved from among us. 

" From this violent out breaking, and innumerable- dirbrderr 
that might be mentioned, the whole world may be convinced of 
the infinite impropriety of quartenng troops in a well-regulated 
city under a notion of affifting the civil -magiftrate, or ftrengthen* 
ing government, t pray God we may never behold a like ap- 
pearance on 'a like pretence ! It is time for that magiftrate to re- 
sign, who cannot depend on the afliftance of his neighbours and 
fellow-citizens in the adminiftration of juftice. And xhzt govern- 
ment which rejecting the foundation of the law, would eltablifh 
iifelf by the fword, the fooner it falls to the ground the better, 
that in its ftead another might be eltabliihed, more agreeable- tor- 
the nature of man, and confident with the great ends of 
fociety." Would 
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Would to God ! ,it were ppffible to trans fufe fome of this holy 
seal, this becoming earheftnefs in the caufe of God and man intd" 
the frozen veins of our indolent and perverted clergy of the 
church of England, who are now fitting filent and enjoying their 
pluralities, dignities and other worldly Meffings, while the pro- 
teftant religion, and civil rights of their fellow- fubje&s depen- 
dent thereon are bafely furrendered to the avowed enemies of our 
church and date in one part of the Britifh dominions, and the 
blood of Proteftants, through the fame malign influence, is bafely 
flied in another by the military. If they do not aroufe fpeedily 
from their lethargy, or fhake off the yoke of venalitv, let them 
remember this prophecy,—" That they, will foon Decome the 
objects of popular resentment ;" and the famepublick fpirited party 
who have refolved to refufe payment of the land-tax, becaufe they. 
are not legally reprefented, and of courfe not legally taxed, will 
fpirit up the people to refufe the tythes to a lazy, diffolute, cor- 
rupt clergy, who are either afhamed or afraid to follow Mr. La-, 
th hop's example, in admonifhing prince and people to do their 
duty, and to reform the errors of their ways. 

The fcope of this fermon is to fhew, when it may be faid, /* the • 
Jtile of fcripture* — That innocent blood crieth unto God — and Mr. 
Lathrop demonftrates to us firll, that human blood crieth unto 
God, when it is fhed in a wanton, or cruel manner, without war- 
rant from the law of the land ox law of nations, founded upon and 
confident with the law of nature written upon the heart by God him* 
felf; fecondly, when it is fhed contrary to the revealed law of 
God. Thirdly, When it is fhed contrary to the laws of the com- 
munity within which it is f pilled. Under the laft head we have 
a glorious illuftration of the -grand aim of all civil governments, 
with which we fhall conclude our review of a fermon, we wifh to 
fee circulated through this kingdom. 

" The general good is therefore the end of all juft govern* 
roentj and all the rules of conduit, agreed upon, all the itatutes, 
laws, and precepts, ena&ed and promulged, are made with a 
view to promote and fecure the public good : and therefore the 
\ery nature and defign of government requires new laws to be. 
made whenever it is found that the old ones are not fufheient ; 
and old ones to be repealed, whenever they are found to be mif- 
chievous in their operation. Yea, if the e Hernial parts of any 
fyftem of civil government are found to be inconfiftent with the 
general good, the end of government requires thatfuch bad fyttem 
ffrould be demoliflied, and a new' one formed, by which the 
public weal fhall be niore effectually lecured. — And further, if 
under any conftitution of government the admi niftration fhould 
vary from the fundamental defigns of promoting and fecuring 
the common good ; in fuch cafe the fubjecls are in duty bound 
to join all their ftrength to reduce matters to their original gcod 
frcltry v% hatever may be the fate of thofe wicked rnc-n who for ends uf 
tfeeu own would fubvert the rights of the people." 
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For the POLITICAL REGISTER: 

The W I S E KING. 

Being ibtfiquel t» tbt political portrait efm Good Xing {toft** wr 
laft numitr. 

THOUGH gdoJfufi is a genuine virtue* yet is it open and 
undefigning in its nature, therefore expofed an eafy prey to 
every (pecies ofiedultien, ifwiflom is not called in aid to direcY 
its paths, and printout the ambufhes laid in its way by vice. Wif- 
dom may be figurately ftiled the tree of knowledge, whofe fruit is 
the difcernment of the difference between good aqd evil. And if 
a portion of this fruit is nece(T*ry for every private individual of 
the human race, how large a mare ought he topoflcfs, whofe wif- 
dom is to circulate amongft millions of people, and whofe defi- 
ciency in not providing himfelf with a proper quantity, muft be 
produ&ive 01 confufion, horror and ruin to whole nations. It 
ihculd therefore be the chief ftudy of a king endowed by nature 
with a good difpofition, to fortify it by <wifdom> and as the fir ft 
branch of it is (elf-knowledge, early and frequent private medi- 
tation mould be his chief delight. By contemplating himfelf on 
the principle of felf examination, he will be led to difcover his 
faults, and not to diflemble them, nor fuffer flatterers to turn hia 
eyes from them, for fear he fhould difcover too many. 

The foundation thus laid, the progrefs of wifdora in the mind, 
of fuch a monarch, will be regular and' rapid, and in the end, by 

Vol. VII. I uniting 
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uniting goodnefs. and wifdom, he will become the perfect 
King. 

Diffident^ of him/elf from his carlieft youth, and confcious that 
we cannot be too much upon our guard againft the bias of felf- 
love,men, whofe virtuejind cand&ur are univerfally known and ac- 
knowledged wiif6e his confidents, and thefe he will conjure, nay 
he will command them, at all times and on all occafions to expofe 
to him truth \n its native fimplicity, confcious of its ineftimable 
value, and how rarely it reaches the ears of kings, undifguifed by 
the fpecious artifices of courtiers. However auftere and grating 
the boldeft reprefentations of important truths may be to him, if 
they refpedfc the government of himfelf or his people, <he will arm' 
bimfelf with refo lotion to hear them, and with virtue to reward* 
the good fubjefl who by ftating fads as they really are, promotes 
his felicity, and enables him to avoid the mifery which would 
have attended a mifrej^refent^tion or total ignorance of them. 

The next application of a wife king after acquiring a due know- 
ledge of himielf, and juft ideas of every thing capable of aiFe&ihg 
his fentiments and adions, will be, to attain the fkill of being raaf 
tcr .of the paifions of thofe, who have the arrtb to mafk their* 
vices, and all their private defigns under the veil of virtue and 
candour, that without a knowledge of the iecret motives of their 
conduct, and the main fp rings of -their attions, they would have 
it in their power to excite in him a thoufand falfe prejudices, to 
fpirit him up to fufpedl and ill treat the mod able and difintereft- 
ed of his fubje&s, and to induce him' to confide in, and bellow 
his favours on thofe, who are the leait deferving. A thorough 
knowledge of mankind is therefore eflentially necefTary for a wife 
king, who muft be fenfible of the importance of being able to^ 
found, the qhara&ers of all his courtiers, but particularly of thofe " 
whom he intends to intruft with any -employment in the date, 
nor will this knowledge be lefs ferviceabje to him in pointing out . 
the views arid ihtereuVof his enemies,* for it will furnifli him with 
forefighttb dete£t and'prevent all their finifler defigns. - 

The monarch who is pofTefled of this great talenr, reigns over 
his fjuhjefts in a double capacity ; for the throne indeed they re- 
verence extremely, bntthisfuperiority which denotes a diltinguitti- 
ed genius, that na birth nor rank can beftdw, infpires a vene- ' 
ration which flaws from the heart. Subjects no fooner difcover 
the marks of elevated undemanding in their king, than they grow 
confeioto of an inferiority, which while it points out their necef- 
fary dependence on their "prince, excites their Warmeft aife&ion 
and gratitude, for that prote&ion they are affured he will grant 
them. Whereas if they difcover in him— 2,*wcak y or a fluftuating . 
temper of mind — a heart prone to paffions, the fprings of which 
they have got the art of moving, they wiH. manifeftly get the up- 
per hand Of him, by taking advantage of his foibles, and provoke 
him to afls of impetuofity and violence which favour theif'finifler 
deiigas, and involve his affairs in difficulty and danger. 

Public, 
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Public employments, a prince of this undifcerning, ignorant* 
and inconflant difpofition will difpofe of .atjandom, becaufe he 
has not the wifdoro to difccrn the capacities, nor ftrengtb of judg- 
ment to penetrate into the private inclinations of thofe whom be 
intends to promote,— iOne branch of his authority he will confer 
on impudent profligate men, the receipts of his Exchequer hewill com- 
mit to the care of an avaricious wretch — without fore feeing it, he 
will pitch upon a man notorioufly unjuft and cruel to reprefent 
juftice itfclf— will confide his own perfon to a villain, and unbo- . 
fom his heart to a .traitor. — The ramnefs of one man he will mis- 
take for valour^-and attribute to the capacity of another, what 
was the meer effect of his good fortune — in fine, his choices will 
be always hazardous, and he will learn the inconfiftency of his 
conduct only from late and dear bought experience. If the dif- 
tributor of a performance for the theatre mud have judgment to 
caft the feveral parts agreeable to the capacities of the different ac- 
tors—how much more reqaifite is it for a king to be poflefled' of 
fagacity to enable him to fill the various departments of the date with 
men whofe talents are particularly adapted to each. — But if he is 
totally ignorant of their qualifications, and folely influenced by 
caprice or foolifh predilection, how is it poflible he fhouldmake 
this falutary amendment or promote the felicity of his fubjeds,by 
prudent appointments ? 

By wifdom kings reign, he therefore who takes no pains to ac- 
quire it, will fooner or later have the mortification to fee bis au- 
thority defpifed, and his royalty reduced to empty pageantry.— 
His foreign enemies will prefenbe him laws, when they find he 
is not able to preferve his influence over his own fubjects, and 
his do melt ic adversaries will flir up internal commotions which it 
is more than probable will e 4 nd in his deftruction. 

Hiftory informs us how many fweet~tempered 9 pious, affable 
princes have reigned little feared \ and lefs valued by their fubjects— 
the reafon is obvious, they were men of jballo<w capacities, and des- 
titute of that genius and penetration which all fhould poffefs, who 
are invefted with fupreme power over the lives and properties of 
their fellow mortals. 

When a king is deficient in his underflanding, his fubjects are 
fo fenfible of it, that in proportion as he deviates from the prin- 
ciples of reafon and found judgment they withdraw their affection, 
with tKeir confidence, and become unwilling to contribute to the 
neceffary expences of his government. But a wife monarch feizes, 
every oppotuiuity to give his fubjects ample proof of his fagacity, 
efpecially in the firlt years of his reign', when all eyes are intent*, 
upon him, and every tongue filent only through fufpenfe, and 
waiting with impatience for fome fignal event on which to ground 
a deci five judgment of his future conduct. If he commences his 
reign with ftriking inftances of his love of juftice, of his impar- 
tiality, of his benevolence, and of his grandeur of foul, he may 
promife himfelf on the part of his fubjects, all the happy effects 
Of the moft animated tranfports of affectionate loyalty. Nor will 
I* * to 
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the influence be lefs upon ftrangers, be will foon enjoy the co?fi» 
deuce and efteem of foreign nations, becaufe his fubje&s zealous 
for the honour of bis crown will c hear fully grant him fuch (up- v 
plies as will enable him to make himfelf formidable, while his 
ownpcrfonal magnanimity procures him refpedl, and both will 
jointly obtain him the moft potent alliances. 

In order to continue ftedfaft in the paths of wifdom andvirtue 
an enlightened Prince will always keep in mind the dangerous 
fnares and temptations to vicerr-the punifhments he is obliged to 
infli& on delinquents and criminals; whofe offences and crimes 
have been the relult of intemperance, choler and inj uftice, will ferv$ 
him as lectures of equity, fobriety and moderation ; and as he obr 
ferves the fatal effeftsof unruly paffions amongft private men, he 
will be led to consider the more general and baneful confequepces 
of permitting the paffions of a king to get the better of him, 
whereby millions may be involved in mifery and ruin. 

The two paffions which moil commonly invade the throne are 
ambition and effeminacy— »if to either of thefe a monarch furren~ 
ders him/elf, his own as well as his people's deftru&ion enfues, uh- ^ 
lefs thelatter have the virtue tooppofe him with proper fpirit, and 
either to defert him, or oblige him to abandon his favorite vice* 
Both thefe paffions lead to acts of public inj uftice. £m bit ion prompts 
princes to extend the prerogatives of their crown and infringe the 
rights and privileges of their own fubje&s, and it fends their fleets 
and armies abroad to carry devastation and cruelty unprovoked, 
into the territories of their lefs powerful neighbours — Effeminacy 
is conftantly attended by floth and indolence, u npardonable vices in a 
Prince whofeftation demands vivacity, diligence, and unwearied ap- 
* plication.— Sloth and indole nee naturally produce a remifsnefs in the 
official duties of a fupreme magiftrate*— good laws are buffered to 
expire, or are n eg Jetted to be enforced, no attention is paid to 
the juft claims of the fubje&s, their commerce is mole ft ed abroad, 
and their interefts tamely given up, left the lazy, inactive monarch 
fhould be involved in war, and have the courfp of his. voluptuous 
repofe difturbed,— -or left the revenue fhould be applied to the 
fervices of the ftate in fuch a fauation, which is wanted byjiim, to 
provide for the extravagancies of his effeminate court. 

• But whence does it arife th,£t princes are more fubjeft than other 
men to the two vices of ambition, and effeminacy ; it is not that 
by nature they are difpofed to either j on the contrary an ifluftri* 
pus birth, and the advantages of a fuperior education, one would 
imagine fliould fet them above the perilous paffions, and enormous 
errors of other men.— »We molt feek then for fome external caufe 
which feduces them from the paths of reafon, and holds themen-r 
flaved to thefe deftru&£ve paffions. This is no other than the fa- 
tal poiftm of fxattery, which gives them a falfe idea of true 
grandeur, and real happinefs, reprcfentipg the firft to ponfift in 
Jawlefs unbounded power, and the laft in the* full gratification of 
every voluptuous appetite, prom this fource is derived all the 
i .' , -. . , / 1 •„, ; . . ; '.. . f^taj 
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fatal effefts of tyranny exercifed in different modes, either at 
liome by violating the mod facred rights of the fubjefts, whea 
they ftand in competition with fome favourite vice, or abroad bf 
fpreading defolattoa far and near, to fatisfy the demands of fell am- 
bition. A wife prince duly fenfible of the pernicious effects of 
flattery, will conhder it in its true light, and wijl arm himfdf 
with fortitude again ft its fpecious infinuatioos. Nothing will 
erafe from his mind the true definition of adulation, he will con- 
template it as no other than falfehood difguifed under the fern* 
blance of truth, with a view to rob him of the knowledge of hinH . 
felf, and of his true interefb, — Flatterers of courfe he will (hun ds 
the mod contemptible and ignominious of all created beings, and 
jibe nearer the perfons who undertake to miflead him, ftand in ali- 
liance to him, either by the ties of confanguinity or frjendfliip, tl*e 
more on his guard will he be again ft their artful allurements., A 
mother, or a favourite, of all others he will moftfufpect of adefiga 
to lull him into a falfe fecurity by mifreprefentations of himfjlf 
and his affairs, either through miltaken zeal, or felfifh views. U 
is the duty of every prince to enquire of more indifferent and in- 
dependent perfons, what is faid of him and his government a- 
broad in the world, he will afk the difinterefted, real patriot, not 
the venal courtier. — Are my people happy ? does my admin ill ra- 
tion of public affairs give general content ? are my fubjects fee u red 
and protected in the full enjoyment of all their rights and privi- 
leges, is my name and character held in refpect by foreign powers, 
0*0 they court my alliance, and dread to give me offence, from a 
thorough perfusion that the affectionate zeal of my fubjefts will 
engage them to facrifice life and fortune in fupport of the honour 
of my crown ; and that the equity and wifdom of my government 
has farnifhed them with the means to render me formidable at fea 
and land I If to moil of rbefe interefting queries he fhould receive • 
an anf-.ver in the negative-*-if he is wife, he will fpurn the flatte- 
rers who have cajoled him by a ftlfe reprefenUtion of the date of 
his affairs, and have alienated from him the affections of hisfub- 
ie&s, and the veneration of foreign powers. 

But luch is the fubtle nature of flattery that it requires a ftrong 
judgment to difcern it, the difficulty being much greater to detect 
than to reject ; it Heals upon the mind imperceptibly and by (low 
degrees, and the reafon it is fo feldom and fo ineffectually oppofed 
is, that it requires a great fhare of humility and felf- denial to 
enable men to djitinguifh it from truth; for as it is the conftant 
practice of adulators to extol. every thing for which a prince dif- 
covers any inclinatipn, and to depreciate evtry thing that he 
diflikes, it follows of courfe, that if he is a man of a (hallow 
capacity, he will miftake the voice of flattery for that of truth, 
and value himfelf fo highly on the rectitude of his judgment, that 
Jie will at length believe it is impoflible for him to err, and a 
confirmed obilinacy or tenacioufnefs of his own opinions will pre- 
clude all hopes of his opening his eyes tQ the fhatqeful deluffnn : 
and in the end ; his very caprices and follies will be confecrated 
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under the denomination of virtues ; — thus'obflinacy will be filled 
manly refolution — (hameful predilection and partiality will be 
con ft rued into laudable friendfhip — dlfgraCeful p'arfimony will be 
termed ceconomy— an extreme fondnefs for idle amufemeots, a 
Sne tafte for the polite arts — arrefting. of judgement for the mcfl 
atrocious crimes will be deemed clemency, the befl attribute of 
royalty— and in procefs of time every error being fanctifced, and 
the mean eft emotions of the heart dignified by the falfe judge- 
ments which flattery pronounces and felf-love ratifies, a prince 
born with the bell difpofition, and fucceeding to a throne under 
every poffihie advantage, (hall miferably difappoint the expec- 
tations of his people, and nothing but the* voice of groaning and 
lamentation be heard throughout his dominions, becaufe he has 
focflifhly lent an ear to the flattery of his favourites. • 

The name of Nero is fo execranle, that it is never mentioned 
without horror, and his memory is fo odious, that to draw the 
fmalleft line of comparifon between him and any modern prince, 
would be reckoned the higheft degree of infult, and by fome 
would be filled vile fedition ; yet Nero's example has its ufe — for 
jt fhould make all princes who are highly extdlled for their heau % 
natural or good iiatured difpofition, tremble for their fate, if they 
liften to the voice of flattery ; hiftory informing us, that this 
abhorred tyrant was & courteous, humane, affable prince', that 
he was naturally affected to virtue, and difcovered a flrong ab- 
horrence to vice in the firft years of his reign — that his incli- 
nations were benign, and difpofed to good actions, till he gorged 
the lufcious, but envenomed bait of flattery — and no fooner had 
the fubtle poifon in feci ed his heart, but his natural genius and 
temper Were totally changed, his very afpedt became item; his 
converfation morofe, his behaviour brutal, and the whole man fo 
entirely altered that he was no longer the fame ; the practice of 
every vice followed, and him whom nature had formed a man, 
feducing flatterers transformed into a monfter. 

Since fuch are the fatal confequences of flattery, that felf-love 
ever ingenious to impofe upon us, is captivated fecrctly with its 
charms, and that it is a very nice point for a prince to diftinguifh 
between meritorious praife and guilty adulation : fome infallible 
criterion fhould be given by which the monarch who means to 
eftablifh his reputation for wifdom, and to acquire the glorious 
title of The Perfect King, may be enabled to reject flattery on 
the one hand, and on the other to merit and enjoy the juit praifes 
and acclamations of the people he is appointed to govern, • 

The principal object of flatterers is, to infpire princes with a 
falfe idea of true grandeur : for they will know that whatever idea 
a.Jting forms of grandeur, be it good or bad, he will hazard every 
thing to;pon*efs it. If flattery, for inftance, reprefehts to a 
monarch of (hallow underftanding, that true grandeur gonfiih iii 
extent of territory, in adding conquefl t > conqweft, or in the 
fplendor and magnificence of his court : the number of his guards : 
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the. beauty and variety .of Jus women : the faraptuofi'ty of hit 
table: the amafling of immenfe treafures: or the building fupcnvb 
palaces — each of thefe ideas of grandeur, as it predominates in the 
royal breaft, will be blindly purfued at all events, though rapine, 
injuiticej cruelty and luft, mould pave the way to the adored 
phantom.. Equal weight ancj- influence will the juft idea of 
grandeur have on the mind of an enlightened, virtuous prince, 
difengaged by' his fine underftanding from all vulgar prejudices, 
and labouring in ce /Tandy to attain the fummit of human perfection : 
he will purfue it at all events, and no enterprize will prove too 
perilous, no application too arduous, which fecurcs to him the 
pofleffioa of true grandeur. 

We have endeavoured then to demon ft rate that the beft dif- 
pofition in a prince may be perverted — that it will be to little 
purpofe we difcover the feeds of goodnefs in the royal mind, if 
they are not properly cultivated, and if wifdom be not acquired 
by a diligent felf-examination and a determined refolution to 
fiudy its firft; principles, — The infinuations of flattery, and the 
confequences have been pointed out,—* The fatal effects of prince^ 
entertaining ralfe ideas of grandeur are daily Co apparent in the 
world, that they need no further demonftration f it is but too 
viflblc that falfe grandeur is the caufe o£ mod of the quarrels 
which occaiion the ihedding of (o much human blood : The 
horrid carnages now co rami ting by theTurks and the Ruffians, owe 
their origin to .this fource. It remains to define in what true 
grandeur really confifts, and having inveftigated this fubject, we 
fhall finilh the portrait of a perfect king. 

An afiiduous vigilance to avoid ftudioufly the brutal indolence 
of meer animal life, by a diligent application to fome virtuous 
purpofe, is certainly a duty incumbent on every rational crea- 
ture, but is indifpenfably requiute in him who is entrufted with 
the fafety and welfare % of millions : for the firft idea of true gran- 
deur which ought to poiTe/s the mind of a wife prince, ihould be 
that of promoting the welfare of his people : for furely nothing 
can be fo truly grand as a monarch whofe fubje&s acknowledge 
that he is the fountain of all their earthly felicity. To this end 
it wijr be expedient for him to furmount all thofe falfe prepoiTef. 
fions and grofs prejudices, which oiFufquate the minds of men, 
bias their judgements, dog the wheels of government, and finally, • 
cancel the bonds of civil fociety. The natural rights of man- 
kin3^ their claim to freedom of thought, _word,and aftj while... 
neither infringe or violate the natural principles of equity, iholifd 
be thoroughly, ftudied by a prince who afpires to be truly great, 
he mould alfo duly reflec\on the conditions which induced men 
to fubmit themf-lves to the government of others, by option'; and 
the more attentive hei^to'the nature and endiof civil government^ 
the more clearly will he difcern that the true grandeur of a Wile 
King confifts in affordrrijg an equal/ intpar'ri&I' protection to all his* 
deferring fubje&s, in promoting ufelfui arts arid -man ufacWes, ih • 
... ,:••;•* i •• . -- -courrtenalrcing M 



C *4 J 

countenancing and fuppbrting trade and navigation, in exet tiling* 
juftiee tempered with mercy, and in deputing the great powers h€ 
is entrufted with, to perform of diftinguifhed abilities and approved 
characters. 

In a" word, that prince is arrived at fhe fammit of human 
grandeur, whofe virtue and wifdom enables him to fulfil the 
original com pad entered into between htm and his people, when 
be wai appointed to rule over them. Snch a prince will allow 
that it is not fo material to the people who wears the crown, as 
that they mould enjoy their constitution perfect and entire. Off 
this principle he will engage their obedience and attachment to 
him, in preference to all others, by granting them the full en- 
joyment of all their natural and acquired liberties :— this will be 
his conftant employment and delight, and to fee his fubjects ren- 
dering him every return of gratitnde for his goodnefs, will give 
him an idea of true grandeur, which fufpafTes all the boafted tri- | 
urophs of warlike, falfely filled, god-like heroes. The accfama- j 
tions of his contented fubjects will found more truly great iti his 
#>ars than fongs of victory purchafed by the dying groans of the 
(lain, and he will take more pleafure in fhe report of the pros- 
perity of the public weal, than in the recital of the greateft 
victories. Convinced that the higheft degree of human glory is 
to refemble as much as poflible the fupfeme Being*— thfc Wife 
King will derive more fatistaction from one aft of beneficence, than 
from the moft unbounded exertions of power— and defpotifm to 
him will appear to be that falfe idea of grandeur which vice re- 
prefents, and flattery introduces to the favour of weak princes. 

tfappyisthat nation which is blefled with a Perfect King, 
formed on the model we have exhibited, who with the affiftance 
of a wife, upright miniftry, makes his fubjects h?ppinefs the 
bafis of his terreftial grandeur: — their liberty will flourifh— pro- 
perty will be fecurely pofleflfcd— commerce will be extended and 
improved— -the ufeful arts will be honoured and protected— -and 
the people will have a rational profpeft, if fuch a prince has a 
progeny, that their education being directed by the lame virt nous 
principles, the bleffings they enjoy will be transmitted to 
pofterity, and children yet unborn (hall learn to celebrate the 
praife 6f that good, that wife, and perfect monarch, who left 
fuc ceding princes fo glorious an example. ' 

SOCRATES. 

For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

A C A R D 

7* the Worth Mr. Sergeant Glynw* 
SIR, 

AL L O W a (Iranger to your per ion, to offer you his mite, 
which he throws into the great maft of thankfgivings, 
mentally addreifed to you, as incenfc riling' from the breaft of 
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etepy Bfitoo, imbued with a love of his country, its laivs, its 
liberties and privileges, civil and religious. — Under an a*— n 
fo extremely alarming ! the great ability, the hrmnefs, the un- 
abating ardor of fuch an advocate, is one of the moft pleafwg and 
delightful objefts of our contemplation. In every of your plead- 
ings in the divine caufe of liberty, we foiace ourfelves, as if not 
yet wholly and irrecoverably loll, x nor given up into the jaws of 
defpotifm, widely gaping upon us. 

In the cafe of Jflmon and Wood/all, we view your maflerly de- 
fence, in fomewhat like the fame light in which we read that of 
the proto- martyr Stephen, and imagine a celeliial glory on your 
countenance. — You certainly muft have appeared with great 
luftre, when you flood before a judge, who could tell a jury, 
whom you had fo well inftru&ed, that if indeed there was nothing 
criminal in Junius* s letter, the verdift of guilty would do no harm, 
would be attended with no confequences. — I fay it again, you muft 
have appeared with an uncommon dignity and glory, contrafted 
to fuch a judge. 

But how aftonifhingly did you, great Sir, eclipfe the man, or 
rather emblazon his deformity, who fo daringly, in open court, 
faid " his brother Glynn bad admitted that the truth or faljehood of a 
libel, whether public or private, however profecuted, is out of the 
qutftion :" M the fame time the whole court was able to fix the 
flagrant falfehood upon him 1— what raifes my aftonifhment, is, 
that you did not immediately move the court for an information 
againft him: fince the fame J— — e obferved, "that the laws 
and proceedings, in regard to libels, were perfectly equal,— 
equally advantageous to high and low : . for that the low might 
profecute for a libel, if they were defamed, as well as the rich, 
and would be fure to have juftice done them by the law :" — if I 
miftake the crime, and it was of a much higher nature than the 
matter of Junius's letter, and far more deferving of punifhment, 
you will excufe it, becaufe the ftudy of the law is not my 
profe/fion. — 

In truth, Sir, fo great are your talents, and fo much have yon 
improved and exerted them in the fervice of your country, that 
you as highly, deferve the plaudit of a nation, betrayed by the 
Thane and his inftrumentj, as their demerits do the indignation 
of all un bribed, unbiased Britons. 

SYDNEY. 



The infallible Remedy againft Opposition. 

Now publijhedfor the benefit of the community, without any view to the 
private intereft of the projectors, and without their kno-wleage or 
conjent* 



A 



Society of gentlemen, by indefatigable pains and labour, 

and at an incredible expence, have at lad difcovered the 

Vol. VII. * K. fecret 
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fecret of extracting, in a. furnace of pare gold, the quinteflentJe* 
of reafon and argument, and reducing its whole virtue to the 
fmall compafs of one word—- The Question ! 

TKe hope of a future re torn pence is undoubtedly the fpring 
that keeps in motion the ingenuity and labor of all our projectors 
from Mr, Moore to the E — of Bute, in fpite of the difcou- 
ragement they perpetually meet with from the flow faith of the 
public. Even in the prefent cafe, although the defired fuccefs 
nas duly attended repeated experiments, the people do not feem 
inclined to encourage the ufe of this remedy in practice. In order 
to remove this obltruttion, I (hall here lay before the public a 
faithful account of itspaft effects^ ^nd what may be expected in 
future if they do not obftinatcly oppofe the fele of it. 

In the fivft place, It has greatly eafed the laborious tafk of a* 
mini Her of ftate, by fhortening debates in parliament. 

Secondly* It will, in time, relieve our real patriots from the 
vain trouble of either ftudyiog or endeavouring to fupport the true 
conflitution of this government. Therefore, 

Thirdly* The continuance of the immenfe charge this kingdom 
is annually put to for the liberal education of the fons of our 
great men, both at home and abroad, will then be a mere idle 
expence. Jonas, and the prime minifter can at any time, in lefs 
than an hour, teach them every thing that is neceflary for them 
to know. By the iavings upon this one article we mall very 
foon be enabled to difcharge the national debt. 

Fourthly, As, by the time this fcheme is fully eftablilhed, we 
(hall probably have no employment for our manufacturers, except 
for home confumption, :we ought to fuffet them to migrate where 
they can earn the necei&ries of life by their labour ; and we may 
enter into trade upon a new plan, exactly fuited to modern tafte: 
We may export our integrity and public fpirit to France, and receive 
monty in return. It is univerfally allowed, this is our only branch 
.of commerce with that kingdom that was ever paid us in bullion : 
this would fave a vail expence in the navy department. And, as 
it was formerly faid of Tyre, *« her traffickers are the honourable 
of the earth," the honourable *>f the earth may not think it 
beneath them to be our traffickers alfo. 

We have only to wilh our prefent mod gracious fovereign will 
be upon his guard, left he himfelf and his children be fold on this 
new plan of commerce to France, or to fome other foreign 
power. 

To be ferious. — It may be worth our while, when we are ad- 
miring the antient grandeur of that once opulent centre of com- 
merce, the city of Tyre, to reflect upon its end, and how it came 
, to be fw al lowed up in fo total a deltru&ion, that no traces of Us 
former profperity and riches are now to be found. 

All commerce that has proved extenfive, was at firft bred and 
nourilhed by induilry and virtue. .It became, in procefs of time, 
a natural ftrength and effectual defence to the community where it 
was eftabliihed, and never failed to bellow riches upon the 
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members of it, not as the wages of iniquity, bat as the haneft 
reward of virtuous labour. In the innocent ftate of its infancy it 
was very attentive to the prefervation of its parents. But as 
wealth incfeafed, the defire of it increafed in proportion ; and 
that defire at laft became infatiable. Solomon informs us from 
his own experience, that this was the cafe in his time. " He that 
loveth filver (hall not be fatisfied with filver; nor he that loveth 
abundance, with increafe." 

The fcene now changed. Mankind too foon began to covet 
riches for very different purpofes from thofe for which providence 
be Rowed them ; not for their ufe, but their abufe ; not for the 
conveniences of life, the defence of the community, and fupport 
of its poor and needy members, but as a fund to di (charge the 
expences of their own wanton, unreafonable, and mifchievous 
paffions. Vanity^ diflipation, pride, luxury, debauchery, op- 
preffion, tyranny, and every other odious vice, fucceeded to 
wifdom and humanity. 

National wickednefs, which is bat a collection of private vices, 
increafeth by degrees, accumulating guilt in proportion. A 
people are never abandoned all at once ; but when they arrive at 
open and barefaced profligacy, theyfeldom, if ever, ftopfhortof 
the laft ftage of reprobation. A more* certain fymptom of this 
defperate condition cannot well be conceived, than when Virtue 
itfelf, in bold defiance of the Almighty, is publicly expofed to 
fale as a commodity in open market. Then, it generally fares 
with this, as with other marketable commodities, the lefs there 
is of it, the higher the price. 

The meafure of their iniquity being full, never failed to bring 
down the vengeance of heaven upon that people or nation, until 
it was utterly deftroyed, and left a monument , of terror, as a 
warning to their own and all future generations. Faithful 
hiftory has recorded this as the uniform, invariable courfe of pro- 
vidence from the beginning of the world. 

This was the very cafe with Tyre. The prophet Ezekiel 
beareth her witnefs, " Thou waft perfect in thy ways from the day 
that thou waft created, till iniquity was found in thee,." He 
does not blame them for being rich, but for the ufe they made of 
their riches, and the iniquity of the means by which they pro- 
cured them. He beautifully defcribes the extenfivenefs of their 
commerce, the immenfity of their riches, and profufenefs of their 
luxury ; and having boldly charged them with the crimes that 
called down the vengeance cf heaven upon their heads, he 
folemnly pronounces; in the name of God, that fentence of 
utter deftruclion, which was afterwards executed even to the 
minuteft circumftance. 

To enter into particulars, would take up more paper than your 
whole Regifter contains. However, the reader may meet with 
full fatisf action upon this head, if he will give himfelf the plea- 
jfyre of leading thofe excellent Differ tat ions on the Prophecies, which 
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the public have been favoured with by the learned Dr. Thomas 
Newton, now bilhop of Briftol, Vol. I, page 314 to 351. But I 
fliall bee; leave to borrow the judicious and elegant remarks, with 
which he clofes his Dilfertations on the Prophecies concerning 
Tyre! 

* 4 Such hath been the fate of this city, once the mod famous 
" in the world for trade and commerce. But trade is a fluctuating 
" thing : it paffed from Tyre to Alexandria, from Alexandria to 
" Venice, from Venice to Antwerp, from Antwerp to Amfterdam 
" and London, the Englifh rivaling the Dutch, as the French are 
*' now rivaling both. All nations almoft are wifely applying 
" themfelves to trade ; and it behoves thofe who are in pofleffion 
" of it, to take the greateft care*that they do not lofe it. It is a 
" plant of tender growth, and requires fun and foil, and nne 
" feafons, to make it thrive and flourifli. It will not grow like 
*' the palm-tree, which with the more weight and prelTure, rifes 
* c the more. Liberty is a friend to that, as that' is to liberty, 
"But nothfng will fupport and promote it more than virtue, and 
" what virtue teacheth, fobriety, induftry, frugality, modefty, 
4< honetty, punctuality, humanity, charity, the love of our 
" country, and the fear of God. The prophets will inform us 
** how the Tyrians loll it; and the like caufes will always pro- 
** duce the like effects. (Tfa. 23. 8,9) Who hath taken this 
u counfel againft Tyre, the crowning city, whofe merchants are 
«« princes, Whofe traffickers are the honourable of the earth ? 
" The Lord of hofts hath purpofed it, to (lain the pride bf all 
" glory, and to bring into contempt all the honourable of the 
•'earth. (Ezek. 27. 3, 4) Thus faith the Lord God, O Tyrus, 
** thou haft faid, I am of perfect beauty ; thy borders are in the 
cc midft of the feas, tby builders have perfected thy beauty. (28. 
" 5, &c.) By thy great wifdom, and by thy traflick halt thou 
* € encreafed thy riches, and thy heart is lifted up becaufe of thy 
" riches. By the multitude of thy merchandize they have filled 
4t the midft of thee with violence, and thou haft finned ; therefore 
«* will I caft thep as prophane out of the mountain of God, 
«? Thine heart was lifted up becaufe of thy beauty, thou hall 
" corrupted thy wifdom by reafon of thy brightnefs. Thou haft 
«* defiUd thy fandluaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by 
<« the iniquity of thy traffick ; therefore will J bring forth a fire 
«« from the midft of thee, it Ihall devour thee, and I will bring 
« c thee to aihes upon the earth, in the fight of all tjiem that 
«« behold thee. /^\l they that know thee among the people, 
" fhall be aftoniihed at thee, thou (halt be a terror, and never 
** /halt thou be any more.? r 

When we reflect upon the prcfent ftate of our own country, can 
we with truth fay, we are clear of thofe fins' that brought deduc- 
tion upon Tyre ? I would willingly conceal the nakednefs of the 
land : but it would be a folly to deny the exiftencc of thofe vices 
amoi«g us, which we are not aihamed to expofe in the open face 
•f 4 a y? P ^ forbid we Ihould cry peace, peace, when there is 
' " ' * r ' no % 
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no peace ; that we flioutd fit down unconcerned and fecure, in 
the laft ftage of reprobation ? And yet, what can we fay to that 
ipirit of venality, which has poffeffed all ranks and degrees of 
men , from the higheil to the lowed ? If that ipirit cannot be dif- 
poflefled, our doom is as farely fixed, as if a prophet had pro- 
nounced it by commiffion. Where (hall we look for help in this 
melancholly fituation, but to God, by repentance and amend- 
ment ? 

If it was neceflary, I would call to my lords the bimops, come 
and help us ! for their encouragement I would remind them that 
feven righteous men of that body once faved this kingdom, 
when it flood upon the brink of ruin. They may do much for 
us : and I truft, their undifguifed zeal for religion, and the 
honor of God ; their devoted attachment to the caufe of truth and 
virtue, will prevail with them to ufe all their influence in oppofing 
that torrent of bribery .and corruption, which threatened this 
kingdom with the dreadful judgment of extermination. 

The love of money is not one particular vice, but more pro- 
perly the root and feed of them all ; and bribery and corruption 
is the manure that bringeth every fpccies to perfection . " He 
that maketh hafte to be rich, (hall not be innocent. 9 ' — Who does 
not entertain a very contemptible idea of the poor wretch, who. 
loveth money for money's fake, and hoardeth it up even from ' 
himfelf ? Although this man is undoubtedly an ufelefs member of 
fociety, he is certainly an innocent one, in comparifon with him, 
who coveteth money for the purpofe of defraying the expence of 
his vices ; the one does no good, the other is always in mifchief t 
the one has no character, the other has a vile one : the one 
neither is, nor has a friend, the other is an open and avowed 
enemy. 

To mend the world's a vaft defign ! — Here let me reft from an 
undertaking, which I am feniible my powers are unequal to, and 
leave the further purfuit of it to thofe whofe peculiar province it 
is ; who by their knowledge of the world, by their abilities and 
learning, are much better qualified for the arduous and delicate 
taflc, and whofe rectitude of heart and love of their country will 
be fufficient motives for their engaging in earnefl, and without 
delay in this neceflary work of reformation. 

HAMPDEN. 



The moft humble Petition of the Cats of this Kingdom to the Legijla* 
tii)e Body, 

Humbly Sheweth> 

THAT the above petitioners have, for time immemorial, la- 
laboured under grievances almoft innumerable, fomc of 
which are too melancholy here to relate ; but being now appre- 
hensive 
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henfivathat oar grievances will become' more infu potable, from 
the prote&ion the legiflative power, has of their in finite gpodoefs . 
and wifdom, lately confirmed to Qur fellow- brutes the dogs ;.. the 1 , 
numerous difafters our fpecies conftantly fuffer, and the ap.pre- 
henfion of Hill greater danger toourfelves, from the his /fog-law* 
has reduced us to the neceffity of addreffing that truly laudable 
power, to take our fundry calamities into t,hejr wife coniideiation ; 
humbly hoping, their boundlefs tendernefs for domeilic br.utes,.. 
will promote a firailar protection for us the ancient and mod faith- 
ful fociety of Engli/h cats : particularly as the Dog-ad has ren- 
dered our lives and fituation more danger 00,5 than heretofore ; for 
confequently fince the killing of a dog is legally pronounced cri- 
minal, it will in fome meafure enable them toinake their natural, 
barbarous, and unprovoked attack* upon us with impunity ; as. 
neither the mailers of . the families we are engaged in, nor their 
fcrvants, nor any other of our human, friend*, will venture to ref- 
cue us with their ufual fpirit, from thefe daring and cruel ene- 
mies; left an unfortunate fling, or ftroke, fhould occafion the 
death of one of thefe licenced invaders ; which would confequent- 
?y fubjeft our friends to the late law in fuch cafes provided. A 
law fo admirably calculated* that both the admirer and the ene*. 
my of that animal mull pay a ftri£i regard to it ; as an imprudent 
cherifhing of the admired dog of your neighbour, or a raftx chaftife- 
ment given to an offending one, may be attended with danger. 
This law, according to our catim conceptions, was not calcula- 
ted for the purpofe of rendering us more happy than heretofore 5 
but, for the more effectually fecuring the fafety of thofe creatures 
cj\ the one hand, and, on the other, to humble, in fome degree, 
the daring fpirit of the Enelifh fubje&s. Since nothing the. faga- 
city of the fegiflature could invent, can have a greater tendency 
tp baffle and over awe the natural Ermnefs of the Englifh temper, 
than to deprive them of the privilege of a jury of their peers, in 
trials of a criminal nature. Here the eminent wifdom of that body 
manifeftly appears, who has molt ingenioufly evaded the above 
privilege, by inyefting the civil magiftracy with an almoft difcre- 
tional power of con vi ding and punifhing offences againft the above 
Doglzw. 

This power, ' no doubt, muft be very difcreetly placed, fince ex- 
perience tells us, that a number of thefe refpeftable gentlemen 
have not the leaft feeling for the generality of the human fpecies, 
as fome of them have been adtive agents in wantonly fhedding the 
blood of their fellow-creatures : whilft others have made ufe of their 
intereft and power, to fcreen the moft barbarous and unprovoked 
murderers from juftice. This the more imboldens us to pray the 
legislative body, that they will of their eminent goodnefs, pleafe 
to put us on the prefent dogly footing, under the proteclion of thofe 
refpeftable gentlemen now in the commiffion of the peace ; trail- 
ing, that the alienation of their tendernefs to the human fpecies, 
may be an addition of it to that of the brutal, to whom their minds 

feenj 
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(Jem to" have been the fttoft of km, we fhall aflo rely on trie pro* 
ts&ion of the magiftrates, with regard co the fafety of onr lives, 
with the firmeft confidence, by reafon that oar bodies are no ways 
applicable for food. Many of thofe gentlemen being remarkably 
unmerciful to fuch animals as gritify moft the delicacy # of their 
appetites, we alfo humbly entertain the moft Cheering hopes of 
being favourably confidered by the legiflarive body, on account 
of our numerous, faithful, and important fervices, which in aH 
ages far furpafs all that the moft ftrenuous advocate for the d*gs 
can boaft of; witnefs lVhittingtoifs moft famous and moft memo- 
rable ra/,„whofe eminent fervices will be handed down with vene- 
ration to the lateft pofterky. Our general demeanor too, we hope, 
will not fail to be fome recommendation to us, as we are in no 
wile prone to the many enormous vices that diftiflguilhthe^/. 

We therefore humbly flatter ourfelves, that our protection will 
at leaft be made equal to theirs ; though nature irar not indued us 
with the p leafing power of hunting out delicious game, for the 
fef vice of our legiflative and executive benefactors ; many of whom, 
in both departments, are much more pleafed with eating than 
thinking; Yet it is to them in particular we can recommendour* 
{elves ; for in what a difguftful plight would all the coftly dain- 
ties of the epicure's table appear, if not guarded by our ever- 
watchful tiibe, from the ravages of the Danifti and Norwegian 
troops of devouring vermin, the rats. With thefe, and the feflcr 
invaders the mice, proportionately calculated for deftru&ion, we 
faithful cats are engaged in perpetual war for the prefervation of 
human property. Diligently extending our care to all kinds of 
provifions, and almoft every neceflary of life ; the very title deeds 
of your immenfe fortunes would with difficulty be preferved front 
the tattering" vermin, were it not for the faithful watcbings of our 
ho&urnal guards. The record altered by a Lord Chief Juftice tn» 
a moft courtly purpofe, might have perifhed, had we been off our . 
duty. To us you owe the prefervation of his Maje fty's moft gra- 
cious fpeeches from the throne: together with his Majefty's moft 
gracious anfwers to the city remonftrances ; which fpeeches and 
anfwers being mafterly compofitions of true Englifh conftitutional 
fpirit, we voluntarily engage to defend from all damages by our 
common and numerous enemies: but as Magna Charta and the 
Bill of Rights are now become ufelefs, it is needlefs to pledge our 
faithfulness in the fecuritydf them, as they are no longer of value; 
bat the return, made by order of the honourable Houfe of Com- 
mons, at the late Middlefex election, in favour of Col. Lutterell, 
we will engage to pre ferve again ft the united force of all the rats 
zndmia in Europe, in honour of that brave gentleman, whopof- 
feffes a great fh are cf our confidence and efteem j and as we ex- 
pect tha't our rough and catified petition will meet with fome op- 
pofers, we rely greatly on that gentleman's abilities in ourfavour, 
as he is known 10 be a nonfuch in the oppofing way ; be having 
glorioufly, at one time, with 296 overthrown aa oppo ut " lon °f 
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ti43> to his immortal honour: he has the honour alfo to be held 
in great efteem by his Majefty, and his minifters, who admitted 
him into the royal prefence, while the proftrate Lord Mayor, at- 
tended, by the Aldermen, and Sheriffs, prefented the City Re- 
inonftrance ; at which time oar hero, in imitation of our nimble 
catifti advances, mounted a table, from whence he made an awful 
figure ; and perceiving his Majefty laugh at the city officers, he 
complaifantly fell in with the merriment, and grinned like we cats, 
by whom he (lands almoft adored. Now, as this important per- 
fon is a favourite of the King's, and at the fame time, an imitator 
and favorite of our tribe, we have the raoft lively hopes through 
his friendly influence, to get our grievances and apprehenfions re- 
moved ; when we (hall, as in duty bound, ever pray, in our poor 
catifh manner, that the juftice of heaven may reward his actions. 

Norton Grimalkin, Praefes. 

To the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

SIR, 

1AM an old honefl queer (imple Cobler, unufed to writing, but 
would with all my heart be willing to mend my native country, 
which is now mod lamentably tattered both in the upfjer leather 
and fole, with all the honeft ftiches I can take ; for 

" When boots and (hoes are torn up to the lefts, 
•« Coblers muft thruft their awls up to the hefts :" 

therefore I pray, gentlemen, keep your purfes, for I intend to 
patch gratis, and will now begin with a fong : 

« c In ending wars 'tween fubjedts and their kings, 
" Great things are fav'dby lofing little things. 

Tol de rol lol :" 

but I don't like the tune,, and therefore will be ferious: 

" He that will war prevent, muft have the (kill 
" To make an end by rule, and not by will ;" 

for truly, brother Cobler, when once Majefias Imperii challenges 
Salus Populi into the field, the one fighting for Will and Preroga- 
tive, the Other defending Liberties ; were fa conftable big enough, 
I would fet one of them by the heels, to keep both their hands 
quiet. I mean only a pair of flocks, made ot found reafon hand- 
fomely fitted for the legs of their underftanding. If Saks Popu/i, 
as fome fay, began — furelyit was notour Salus Populi; for our 
Salus Populi is as mannerly a Saks Populi as need be. If I be not 
deceived, our Salus Populi fuffered its nofe to be held to the grind- 
flone a long while, till it was almoft ground to the grides, and yet 
grows never the (harper for ought I can difcern. What was be- 
fore the world was made, I leave to better antiquaries than jny- 
felf ; but I am Aire, fince the world began, it was never ftory'd 

that 
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that Salus Populi began With Majefias Imfierii, .unlcfs Majefias^ Impi** 
tit firft unharboured it, and hunted it K> a ftand ; and then it niuft 
either turn head and lure, or'turn tail and die ; bat more has been 
ftoryM on the other hand than Majefias Imperii^ willing to -hear. 
I doubt not bat Majefias Imperii knows, that common-wealths coft 
as much the making as crowns, and if *they"be"Well made, would 
yet butfell an Dl-faftiioned crown in any market, even in Smith- 
Sefd, if they could be well vouched ; but pneces and lachryma are 
the people's weapons ; fo are fwords and piftols, when God and 
parliaments bid them arm. Prayers and tear 9 are good weapons 
for they that have nothing but knees anfleyes ; but moil men are 
made with teeth and nails, and therefore thev ought to feratcH for 
* liberty, and bite at prerogative. If fubjefts muft fight for their 
king againft other kingdoms when 'tis their King's will, I know 
no reafon but they may fight againft their King for their own king- 
doms, when parliaments fay they may and mud : but parliaments 
muft not fay they muft, till God fays they may. 

I can never believe that Majefias Imperii was ever fo fimple as 
to think, that if it extends itfelf beyond its due artique at one end, 
but Salus Populi muft antartique it as far at the other end, or elfe 
the world will be eccentric, and then it will whirl ; and if it once 
falls a whirling, ten to one it will whirl them off firft that fit ia 
higheft chairs on cufhions filled with peacocks feathers ; and they 
are like to ftand the fafteft, that own not one mot of ground to 
ftand upon. When kings rife higher than they fhould, they ex- 
hale fubje&s higher than they would ; arbitrary fovereignty in the 
priAce begets liberty, and fometimes licentioufneft, in the peo- 
ple. Nor can I believe that crowns trouble Kings heads fo much 
as Kings heads trouble Crowns ; nor that they are flowers of 
crowns that trouble crowns, but rather fome nettles or thirties mis- 
taken for flowers. To fpeak plainer Englifh I have wondered 
thefe many years to fee kings fcuifling for prerogatives. It muft 
be granted that praerogativae regis are neceffary fupporters of ftate; 
but if they be dero^ativae regno, they are but little things to 
wife kings. Equity is as due to people, as eminence to princes ; 
liberty to fubje&s, as royalty to kings. If they cannot walk to- 
gether lovingly hand in hand, pari paflu, they muft cut girdles 
and part as good friends as they can. Nor muft it be taken of- 
fenfively, that when kings are haling up their top-gallant, fub- 
je&s lay hold on thehablmes. 

" The body bears the head, the, head the crown ; 
" If both bear not alike, then one will down." 

Diftradted nature calls for diftra&ing remedies ; vile politics for 
difturbing cures. If one extreme fhould not conftitutc its anti- 
extreme, all things would foon be in extreme : if ambitious winds 
get into rulers crowns, rebellious vapours will into fa bj efts caps, 
be they ftopt never fo -clofe. Therefore I would have our mini- 
fters take care, for I believe Beelzebub has fly-blown their intel- 
lefts miferably and I wifli they be not ere long ftung in their 
J -Vol.-VXI. ' * L vitals 



vitals mortally. I am wexing to an end of my paper apade, and 
therefore will bid you good-nrght. 
-Fra» m? flail in Otforj, Yours, . 

Junt i%. An hokbit Coble** 

Wi n '— — ■w**w t — — — — *—— «*»— ■■ ' i ■ ' — i— — mm 

lfiftru8iani to otir mnifltr* $fflate. 

I&now you are placed at the helm of government, and to your 
{kill and judgment is trufted the management of this unhappy 
and now enthralled nation : and consequently it is in your power* 
by concurring with, Luci/er, greacly to advance his inteiffis* 
His firft advice then is, to wrefl the fceptre put of the hand^s of 
your foverejpn, and eafe him of the cares, at the fame time that 
yoa leave him the glitter of a crown* As he is continually fur- 
rounded hy your party, you mud fuffer none befides to approach 
his prefence, or have hia ear ; thus you'll efFettyally prevent his 
being rightly informed of the. pernicious tendency of thofe Aea-» 
fares which you have and I earneftly defire you flili to purine. If 
there be any fo bold*, as to oppofe your defigns, or unravel your - 
febemes, either cruih 'em by your power, or gain them over by 
bribes ; in which ^you will feldom fail, for few you wjll findiirm 
enough to rcfift the temptation of all-powerful gold, or a 
profitable poft. Don't complain that thefe are expenfive methods, 
you, well enough know how to re-imburfe yourfelves out of the 
public revenue; for which you will have a very good plea,, thac 

<; it was laid put for the feryice of the public. The beft means that 
I can think of, and which I have often tried with fuccefs, in the 

, like cafe,' even to the utter ruin of the braveft people in the world, 
and the fubverfion of the beft-conftituted governments, is to en- 
tourage idlenefs, debauchery, and voluptuoufnefs, amon£ all 

. ranks and degrees of people, and to lay no reftraint on their ex- 
ccfles of any kind; thus bjong wholly immerfed in their pleafyres, 

.they will have no leifure to obferve the fleps ypu take, orjhe 
. .meafures you purine, how deftru&iye foever, they, may he to 

.their liberties, and the glory and profpertity of the naiaon^yoa 
vrill find font* fo eagerly bent on gratifying their. lulU of every 
kind, and others fo entirely indolent in the enjoyment of their 

t eafe and trifling amnfements, that you will have but little dif- 

. ficultyr in bringing them into the mod abjeft flaVery. . But far- 
ther, you rhuft take efpecial notice of thofc magifirates who are 
vigilant in the (uppreffion of vice ; iuch muft be difplaced, and 
make, room for others of our ftamp. 

Thofe merchants you fee in flourishing circumftances; increas- 
ing in wealth, and vying with you, in grandeur, it mull be your care 
to jftumble by all the. ways and means you can, either by ruining 
or cramping their commerce, detaining their fleets, refufing or 
delaying convoys, by placing ignorant, ambitious, or .covetous 
men in the government of the colonies and plantations, and by 
many other ways you may invent tcrdiftrefs them. Remember 
likewife, that men. of worth, learning, and integrity are. < your 
worii enemies, becaufe they jyill be always bringing your anions 
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to fhe-teft of reafon .and juftke; to lucb Aeirfore you muft bear 
an irreconcileablc antipathy: (ttfrer $€he",of $iem to come 
near yoa, nor to occupy any pods of hondur'or profit; fdr they 
will hot only be fpies upon your actions but will never heartily 
give you r>eir affiftante in 4 carr}fngyour fchemesrfnto'execution, 
efpecially if fuch fchemes naite not apparently^ne public good in 
View, much left if the^ ha*e a manifeft tendency to tlm prejudice 
of the nation ; and fo far wiUthey be from lendui^oo a helping 
hand, that they will be a cohftant clog on all your endeavours 
and defigns, by taking every opportunity of detecting you, and 
cxpofing your villainous project. But tho f thia is my advice 
with regard to your condud in your public ftatioA, yet remember 
to follow It with the utmoff caution and circumfpection ; other- 
wife, you will ruin your own projects, and, inftead of promoting 
my feVvice, may do me irreparable damage. 
~ inftead therefore of appearing in your true colours, you muft 
affwne the character of true patriots, fpeech it bravely in the fenate 
fbV the intereft and welfare of the nation, the- encouragement of 
trade, and enlargement of commerce ; erecting new manufac- 
tures, and protecting the old ones from encroachments and de- 
predations; a rigorous diftribution of juftf ce/, &c,and fecm vro* 
lently eager in every meafure tending to promote the happinefs ' 
of your fellow-fubjeds. Theie muft be your pretences, fpecious ' 
only to cover your latent purpofes; for your practice muft be juft 
the reverfe. The treafury and exchequer will be always open to> 
you, which you may plunder with a lar£e hand. If any noble-' 
men or gentlemen have rendered themfelves obnoxious to the 
government, impeach them of high treafon, of which if they are 
couriered, their eftates will be forfeited td the crown; and, as 
you" will have the fingering of them, you niay convert the profits - 
tdybtfr'own ufe. By your agents and correspondents in foreign 
courts, you may by your intrigues embroil neighbouring kingdoms 
one with another, and fet princes at variance; nay, by this time* 
I foppoie you will have the aflurance to threaten even your fbve- 
reign, that you will (hake his throne, whenever he offers to 
controul ydur proceedings, or makes any attempts to call yon to 
an account for your enormities, or menaces you with the loft of 
your places: Do all in your power to promote- luxury, licenti- 
oufdeis, indolence, and intemperance, among all orders ; to which 
porpoie nothing will more contribute than jthe introducing and 
encouraging the cuftoms, faihfbns, and manners of foreign coun- 
tries'.* * You know whatever nas the air of -novelty^ catches the 
fancy, and is more eagerly embraced than any df vour home r bred 
cifftbins, however rational and well founded ; befides which you 
mult' procure from abroad a cargo tff fingers, dancers, mufi* 
dan*, &c. 

* The people muft likewifc be indulged in the imitation of their 
neighbours in balls, mafquerades, afifemblies, entertainments* 
modes of drefs, &c. and when you have dozed them into a 
j^tte of lethargy, and they are wholly taken up with tjieir diver- 
- " ' h* #ons» 
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fans, you will find but little difficulty in working your engines 
for the deftruction of their rights, liberties, and properties, and 
of whatever is dear to them, with the fpoils of which ybu will 
enrich yourfelves. Never, think of looking back, or amending 
wfca: has been amifs, but proceed in the fame courfe, under- 
mining the (late, betraying your fovereign, and oppreffing the 
people ; till foine others, envying their height, and ambitious of 
attaining the fame, fhall undermine . you, trip up your heels, 
and jump over your head. Then you fhall tumble down with much' 
greater celerity than you made your advancement; and when ydri 
have got again into your primitive obfeurity, you may amufe 
yourfelves with the pleafing reflection on your pail glory, and the 
name .you have raifed yourfelves. You willlikewife have the 
delightful profped which you may promife yourfelves, from the 
fmilea and caTefles of the whole nation, efpecially of thofe who, 
by your adminiftration, have been actually ruined, or brought to 
the brink of deilruclion ; and when you have finished your courfe 
of glory upon earth, whether upon a fcafFold, as is moft proba- 
ble, or peaceably in your bed, which is moil unlikely, I will en- 
tertain you with the heart-chearing hopes of the magnificent re- 
wards which fhall be heaped upon ydu, without meafure, on your 
entrance into my kingdom. 

But before 1 conclude this chapter of inftru&ions to minifters, 
tyhich I could enlarge to a volume, give me ieave to illuftrate 
vtfiat I have already advanced, by fome in fiances and reafonings 
whichl have collected from fome authors who have written per- 
tinently on this fubjecl. Bifhop Burnett (in his hiftory of the 
Reformation) (peaking of King Henry the Eighth, upon his 

^acceffion to the throne, tells us, " That his difgracing Epfom 
and Dudley, who had been the evil minifters of his father's de- 
ftgns in filling his coffers, his appointing reftitution to be made 
of the fums that had been unjuflly exacted of the people, and his 
ordering juflice to be done on the rapacious minifters, gave all 
people Tiopcs of happy times, under a reign which began with 
iuch an act of juflice, that had indeed more mercy in it than 
thofe acts of oblivion and pardon, with which others did ufually 
begin." The truth of this obfervation (fays another writer) is 
folly evinced by the whole courfe of our hiflory; which fhews 
that molt of thofe princes, who put it in practice, reigned 
fuccefs fully at leafl, if not glorioufly ; whereas thofe, who took 

* a* contrary method, have generally been bath unfortunate and in- 
glorious. I fhall only mention Henry I. Edward II. and 
Henry VIII. of the firft fort; and^ Edward "II. Richard JI. and 
Charles. I. of .the.latjer ; whofe different fates are fufficient to 
put this point beyond all difpute. Jt fometimes happens that a 
prince is fo far engaged in meafures which he finds to be wrong, 
fhathe is quite at a lofs how to extricate himfelf; but if he 
ihould be providentially worked outqf his difficulties, when he had 
Xhe lead reafon tp expect it, he would certainly take fuch an 
opportunity of eftabliming hirnfejf in the' hearts of his fubjects, 
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tjy giving up. his evil counfellors to juftice, and not run the 
hazard of being in the fame dilhonburable circumftance by tru fl- 
ing the reigns of government in their hands again. 

But as it is natural to fuppofe that an odious mini Iter will leave 
nd, ilratagem untryM to divert his m after from fuch a refolution, 
it cannot be improper to examine the arguments that aie commonly 
made ufe of upon thefe occafions, and we (hall find them all to 
be founded on the mifapplication of good principles, or the dif- 
guife of bad ones. 

For inftance; as fteadinefs or refolution in the purfuit of right 
and juft meafures, is certainly a laudable quality in a prince, this 
is neverthelefs a never-failing topic in the mouths of fuch men, 
againft any alteration of any meafures, or his minifters, however 
wrong the former may be, or infamous the latter ; and becaufe 
fome wife princes have been juftly celebrated in hiftory for fup- 
porting their minifters againft any oppofition, they infer that it is 
always impolitic in a prince to regard the complaints of his peo- 
ple, and reprefent it as a mark of flexibility, beneath the dignity 
of a great prince. Thus do they confound fteadinefs with obfti- 
nacy, and a fickle, wavering mind, with a rational difpofition to 
cpxred his conduct whenever he finds it erroneous ; whereas no- 
thing in nature is more oppofite ; nor is there a ftronger mark of 
weakriefs in a prince, than to prefer the private, feTf-interefted 
whifpers of a minifter, or a favourite, to the loud and open com- 
plaints of a whole people. Thus when Richard the Second took 
the feals from an honeft chancellor, for iefufing to put it to an 
exorbitant grant, which one of his favourites had obtained, and 
gave it to another fit for his purpofe: we are told by Rapin* 
diat this action was mightily cried up by his favourites, as an 
inftance of the king's fteadinefs ; though it was fo difpleafing to all 
the reft of the people, that from henceforth he entirely loft their 
Confidence and affection. 

King Charles the Firft, was flattered, no doubt, in the fame 
mariner, for continuing the Duke of Buckingham, his father's 
detefted. minifter, againft the frequent remonftrances of parliament, 
and the general cries of his people, which created the firft ill- 
blood againft that unhappy prince; and in thofe days there have 
been perfons weak enough to aflert,' and others as weak to be- 
lieve, that all his fubfequent misfortunes were owing to a want 
of refolution in' giving'up the Earl of Strafford ; tho' it is demon- 
ftrable that they were occafioned by nothing more than his obftinate 
fupport of that perfidious minifter, till'he was compelfed to yield ; 
which took away the whole merit of it* The fame perfons have 
likewife been very fevere upon King Charles the Second, foT fa- 
crificihg fo faithful a fervent and honeft a minifter as the Earl of Cla- 
rendon, to popular refentments. I (hall readily fubferibe to the good 
character of toy Lord Clarendon in genera! 1 , but I am afraid we (hall 
iiot agree entirely about particulars ; for tho* the fale of Dunkirk, 
(in (which he does not feem to be entirely clear) with feveral mal- 
verfatioris in his office, both as chancellor and prime minifter, were 
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the pretended reafqns t on whjch tire parliament proceeded agaroft 
htm; his well known, at tfcis time, that the' Jecret motive of ifa6 
King's violent refefatment, which procured lis downfall, arofe 
from a difcovery that he had defeated a projeft, in the firfi honey* 
moon of the reforation, for, fettling fuch a revenue upon him, 
during life, as would have made him abfolute mailer of the li- 
berties of England. In order to confirm a prince in his fa]fe 
notion of fteadinefs, he is told, that giving way to popular' 
humour, can have no other effect than to encourage faction; 
that if he fleers by fuch an uncertain cOmpafs, he will have no- 
thing elfc to do but to change his minivers, as often as the gidt 
^multitude take it in their beads to be dmatisfied. ' ' 

This is riot only a general argument in favour of mi nifters, 
good or bad, and whether the people's complaints againft them are 
jiifl or not, but like wife implies thjs contradiction, that a minift§r 
will be lefs dependant and obfer/yant of his mailer's interc&«,? 
When he holds his place during good behaviour, that when he find$ 
himfelf fuperior to all bpDofition, and in a manner eftabfifhed 
for life. Befides, would it riot be more for the intereft and hbhotar ] 
of a king, to change nis ihiniftcrs every year, or oftener, if there 
jfnould beoccafibn, than to live at continual odds with his peo* 
pie, who will always have it in their power to return him ill 
ojfices, and make ium^uneafy, However powerful he may think 
himfelf, or be* in reality, '""'*.,' ' 

~ But 1$ is farther faid, that a prince is obliged in honour to 
protect a mini fler who is grown obnoxious to his fubiects, and 
J&rhaps by obeying his commands —What!, is he oblige^ in 
honour to protect a man who both betrays his honour in the ten- 
dfcreft points that can poffibly affect a prince, his reputation 
}n foreign courts, and the good opinion of his people at home ir—* 
lif a king can do no wrong himfelf, and is bound in honour to 
fapport his minifter in doing it, what a blefled condition mud 
the people be in ? left all thefe arguments fhould fail,' a miniftet ' 
in defperate circumfrances will never ceafe to add, that his op- 
pofers are enemies to the king bimfelf, and endeavour to per-* 
Jaade him, that, whatever they may pretend, they mean nothing 
lefs than the fubyerfjon of his government.*— I roufl: here again 
mention that unfortunate prince Richard the Second, who having* 
recalled his favourites, in defiance of parliament, Rapin tells us* 
•'.That it was no hard matter for them tp perfuacie the young 
king, that it was for his fake they fuffertd ; and that, the aefigna 
of their enemies aimed not fo much, at the miniflers, as at the 
ting himfelf. 

" They reprefented to him that, by accufog. the counsellors, 9 
man plainly ihews he believes the foverejgn incapable of govern- 
ing; and that the read i eft way. to difcredit a prince, is to per* 
fuade his fubjects that he makes ufe of ill rainiilers." By iucl^ 
arguments as thefe they carried their point againft the parlia- 
ment, and in the end abfolutely ruined their deluded matter, by 
convincing his fubjects that he really was incapable of go* 
verning. 

Mr? 
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Itory, «ven fo wife' and biive a prince as Hem* the Fifth, was 
feduceji 1 by fuch pretences, into the belief of afnam plot, which 
waft tramped up againfl the . W}ckl\vites, in the beginning of 
bis reign, and coil the Lord Cobham his life. Bat he foon dis- 
covered the cheat, and guarded himfelf againft the fame delu- 
fioas for the fatare. The lad topick T fhall mention, of this na- 
ture, is, that it reflects on the wifdom of a prince, to fuppofe 
him lefs qualified to judge of the abilities' or integrity of his nu- 
nifters, than thofe who cannot have the fame opportunities of 
knowing them. This is plaufible argument and no more; for 
of -all people, a prince is mod liable to deception in Juch cafes. 
However the fycophants who make ufe of this argument, have 
one advantage in it ; for the weaker a prince is, the furer are 
they of gaining his credit, when they call him wife : they know 
Very well that nobody elfe dare to contradict them. But a 
prince of true wifdom will not fuffer himfelf to be cajoled by 
Juch grofa adulation ; and fince the conduct of Queen Elizabeth, 
with relation to Lord Burleigh, whom /he fuffered to grow grey 
in her fervke, hath been much infilled on by fome, I mud put 
them inmjnd, that (he was not afhamed to own herfelf betrayed 
by a parcel of wild ' ingr'oflers, nor to correct her error, as foon 
as .Die was apprized of it by her parliament j for which fhe ex- 
prefied her thankful acknowledgements to them, with this can- 
did and fenfible obfervation ; " That the iervants of princes have 
too often an eye to their own advantage; that their fauHs are 
often concealed from their notice; and that they cannot, if 
they would, infpeS all things, when the Weight and bufi- 
nefs of a whole kingdom lie upon their fhoulders." I fhall 
conclude this head, with a ftory of King William, very appo- 
fite to the prefent points, as related by Sir Richard Steel, ia 
his political writings; who fays, "That it is no reflection on 
the wifdom of a prince, that he is obliged to act by the in- 
formation of others," which heilluftrates in the following agreeable 
manner. — If I might make an abrupt digrelfion from great things 
to fmall, I mould on this occafion, mention a little circumflance, 
which happened to ithe late King William. He had a French- 
man, who took care of the gun dogs, whofe bufinefs it was to 
c Charge and deliver the piece to the king- This minijler forgot to 
bring out (hot intd the field; but did not think fit to let fo paffionace 
a man and eager a fportfman as the King know of his offence 
tut gave his majefty the gun loaded only with powder. When 
the king miffed his aim, this impudent cur, flood chattering, 
admiring, and commending the king's (kill in mooting, and 
holding up his hands, he had never feen fa majefte mifs before 
in his whole life. This circumflance was no manner of argu- 
ment, to thofe who found out the fellow's iniquity, againfl the 
king's reputation for a quick eye, and fhooting very finely. 

' LUCIFER. 
Lord 
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Loud M—*—*» s SPEECH on the fetond- reading of the Bt*L *„ 
for t&€ further preventing delays ofjuftice, by rtafon of tbepri<wbge 
of parliament* after the zqtb of June, 1770. 

My Lords, 

WHEN I confider the importance of this bill to yoor lord- 
(hips, I am not furprifed it has taken up fo much of your 

• confideration. It is a bill, indeed, of no common magnitude ^ 
. it is no lefs than to take away from two thirds of the legislative 

body of this great kingdom certain privileges and immunities, 
of which they have been long poflefled. rerhaps there is no 
fituation that the human mind can be placed in, that is fo dif- 

• ficulc, and fo trying, as where it is made a judge in its own 
icaufe* There is fomething implanted in the bread of man, fa 

attached to itfelf, fo tenacious of privileges once obtained, that 
in fuch a fituation either to difcufs with impartiality, or decide 
with juftice, has ever been held as the furamit of all human virtue. 
' Theiill now in queftion puts your lordfhips in this very pre- 
dicament, and I doubt not but the wifdom of your dccifion will 
convince the world, that where felf-intereft and juftice are in 

• oppofite fcales, the latter will ever preponderate with your 
1 lordfhips. 

■ Privileges have been granted to legislators in all ages, and in 

.all countries* The practice is founded in wifdom ; and, indeed, 

it is peculiarly eflential to the conftitution of. this country, that 

the members 1 of both houfes mould be free in their perfons in 

•cafes of civil fuits ; for there may come a time when the fafety 

< and welfare of this whole empire may depend upon their atfcend- 

• ance in parliament. God forbid that I mould advife any meafure 
. that would in future endanger the ftate : but the bill before your 
. lordihips has, I am confident, no fuch tendency, for it exprefly 
,4ecares v the.perfons of members of either houfe in all civil fuits. 

- -V This 



'* According to this bill, fuits may be profecufced in courts of re- 
eord, equity, or admiralty, and having recognizance of caufes ma- 
trimonial and teftamentary again it peers and members of the Houfe 
jg£' Commons, .and their fervants, no fuch action, fuit, Sec. (hail 
-any time be impeached, flayed, or delayed, by or under colour 
or pretence of -any privilege of parliament; but the perfons of 
members of the Houfe of Commons are not to be arreted or im- 
prifoned. Thccourt out cf which the writ proceeds, may order 
the iftues to be fold, and money arifing thereby to be applied 
to pay cofts to the' plaintiff ; and the furplus to be retained till 
the appearance of the defendant. When the purpofe of the writ 
is aniw^red, *the ifTues to be returned, or if fold, the money re- 
maining to -be repaid ; and obedience may be enforced to any 
rule of*be court of King's- Bench, Comnlon-Pleas, or -Exchequer*. 
by diftrefs infinite. The (aid act, as well as* that of the 13th, 
and 13th of William III. to prevent any inconveniencies that mavr 
happen by privilege of parliament, are extended to Scotland., 



Tlus being the cafe, t cbn/efs when I fee many noble fords, fof 
>whofe judgment I have a very great refpeft, Handing up to op- 
pofe a bill which is calculated merely to facilitate the recovery of 
juft and legal debts, I atn aftonifhed and amazed. They, I doubt 
not, oppole the bill upon public principles, I would'not wifh to 
insinuate ^hat private mtereft had the leaft weight in their deter- 
mination. 

This bill has been frequently propofed, and as frequently mif- 
carried ; but it was always loft in trie lower houfe. Little did I 
think wlien it had paffed the C— — ns, that it poUibly could 
have met with fuch opposition here. Shall it be faid that you, 
my lords, the grand council of the nation, the higheft judicial 
and legiflative body of the realm, endeavour to evade by privilege 
thofe very laws which you enforce on your fellow fubjefts t forbid 
it juftice— -I am fure, were the noble lords as well acquainted a* 
I am with but half the difficulties and delays that are every day 
occafioned in the courts of juftice, under pretence of privilege, 
they would not, nay they could not,* oppofe this bill. « 

I have waited with patience to hear what arguments might be 
urged againft the bill, but I have 'waited in vain ; the truth is. 
there is no argument that can weigh againft it. The juftice and 
expediency of this bill is fuch, as rentiers it felf evident. It is a 
proportion of that nature that can neither be weakened by argu- 
ment, nor entangled with fophiftry. Much indeed has been faid 
by fome noble lords on the wifdom of our anceftors, and how 
diffetently they thought from us; They not only decreed that 
privilege fhould prevent all civil fults from proceeding during 
the fitting of parliament, but likewife granted protection to the 
very fervants of members. I fhall fay nothing on the wifdom of 
our anceftors ; it might perhaps appear invidious, and is not ne- 
ceflary in the prefent cafe. I mail only fay, Jhat the noble lords 
that flatter themfeJves with the weight of that reflexion, fhouMl 
remember, that as circumftances alter, things themfelves fhould 
alter. Formerly it was|notfofafliionable either for matters or^ervants 
to run in debt as it is at prefent ; nor formerly were merchants and 
manufacturers members of parliament, as at prefent. The cafe now 1 
is very different, both merchants and manufacturers are with great 
p r opriety elected members of the lower houfe. Commerce having 
thus got intd the legifiative body of the kingdom, privilege muft 
he done away. We all know that the very foul and eflence of 
trade are regular payments, and fad experience teaches us, that 
there are men, who will not make, their regular payments without 
the cdmpulfivejpower Of the laws. The law then ought to be equally 
open to all'; any exemption to particular men, or particular ranks 
of men, is in a free and commercial, country a folecifm of the 
groffeft nature. Bjat I will not trouble your lordflrips with argu - 
ments for that. which is fufficiently evident without any. I fhal| 
only fay a few words to fome noble lords, who forefee much in con- 
veniency from the perfoni of their fervants being liable to be arrcfted. 
One noble IdriTobferves, that the coachman of a peer may be 

Vol. VII. M airelfed 
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arretted while he is driving his matter to the hftufe, and confe- 
guently he will nor be able to attend Ms doty in parliament*'' Jf 
this was a&ually to happen, there are fo many methods by wfcicii 
the member might dill get to the houfe, I can hardly thfrtk the 
noble lord to be ferious in his objection. Another noble peer faid, 
that by this bill one might lofe their moft valuable and hdneft 
fervants.' This I hold to be a contradiction in 'terms; foK he 
neither can be a valuable fervant, nor an honeft matt, who 1 gets 
into debt, which he neither is able nor willing to flay, tM4 «oni«- 
)>elled by law. If my fervant, by unforefeen accidents, has^ot 
in debt, and I ftill with to retain him# I certainly would pay the 
debt. But upon no principle of liberal legislation whatever, can 
my fervant. have a title to fet his creditors at defiance ; while for 
forty /hillings only, the honed tradefman may be torn from His 
family, and locked up in gaol. It is monftrous kijufttce! X 
flatter myfelf, however, the determination of this day will en- 
tirely put an end to ail fuch partial proceedings for the future, 
by patting into a law the bill now under your lordftup** con- 
sideration, i 

1 now come to fpeak upon what indeed I would have gladly 
avoided, had 1 hot been particularly pointed at for the part I 
have taken in this bill. It has been faid by a noble lord on my 
left hand, that! like-wife am running the race of popularity; if 
the noble I — d means by popularity that applaufe beftowed by 
after-ages on good and virtuous actions, I have long been drag- 
gling in that race, to what purpofe all. trying time can. alone de- 
, terminej but if that noble 1 — d means that mufhroom popularity 
that is raifed without merit, and loll without a crime, he is much 
mirtaken in his opinion. I defy the noble I— d to point out a 
fingle a&ion of my life where the popularity of the tifnes ever 
had the fmalleft influence on my determinations. I thank God 
1 have a more permanent and fteady rule for my condud— the 
di&ates of my own bread. Thofe that have foregone that pleafing 
advifer, and given up their mind to be the flave of every popular im- 
pulfe, I fincerely pity : I pity them ftill more, if their vanity leads 
them to miftake the fhouts of a mob for the trumpet of fame. Ex- 
perience might inform them that many who have been faluted 
with the huzzas of a crowd one day, have received their execra- 
tions the next : and many, who by the popularity of their times 
have been held up as fpotlefs patriots, have, neverthelefa, ap- 
peared upon the hiftorian's page, when truth has triumphed .over 
delufion, the afTaflins of liberty. Why then can the noble, lord 
think 1 am ambitious of prefeht popularity, that echoof folly, 
and flndow of renown, lam at a lofs to determine i fiefides, I 
do not know teat the bill now before your lordfhips will be po- 
pular ; it depends much upon the caprice of the day. It may 
sot be popular to compel people to pay their debts ; and in that 
cafe the prefent mutt be a very unpopular bill. It n>ay not be 
popular neither to take away any of the privileges of parliament ; 
fat I very well temember, and many of your Iprdftiips may re- 
member, 
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*^nb**,< tha* not long ago* the popular cry waa.for "the extcnfion 
of privilege; and To far did the/ carry it at that time, tjiat it 
was fnidfhW^riyilege'prote&ed memben even in criminal anions ; 
nay> foch was the power of popular prejudices over weak minds. 
that the uerydecifonfrof Jbmeof the courts were tin&ured with that 
do&ritoe. .J* 1* a* undoubtedly an abominable doctrine* I thpught 
fo *ben, a»4 tfcank foftillt bar,, oeverthejefs* it was a popular 
do&rif&j aod came immediately, from thoie who are called the 
.{rjendf of liberty, cbow defervedly time will (how. True liberty. 
in my opuuon,. can only c£$ when juftice is equally adminiftered 
lo^ajl j |e ph* king and to the beggar* Where is the juftice then, 
or whore is^tbe law tHat protedfcs a member of parliament more 
ifeaft. another man from the poniihment due to his crimes ; 
The laws of this' country allow, of no place nor no employment 
Do be* fau#uary for crimes; aqd where I have the honour to 
fit as judge, neither royal favour nor popular applaufe fhall ever 
protect tire guilty. 

. 1 have now only to beg pardon for having employed fo much 
of your lordlhips time; and am forry a bill, fraught with ft> 
good confluences, has not met with an abler advocate ; but I 
doubt not your Jordfliips determination will convince the world 
thatr-a biU calculated to contribute £o much to the equal diilri- 
bajip* of juftice as the prefent, requires with your lordlhips but 
very J,Utle fupport, 
war.r.., '■■„ ■ , u 

^ ^.FREEHOLDERS of MIDDLESEX. 

Brofter Freeholders^ 

*TT*HR- infwer which Lewis the X Vth gave the other day to a 
i; j| .numerous •deputation from the parliament of Paris % affords 
a kffon of much caution and ufeful lnftrudion to every English- 
man* We may entity fee, from the hiftories of France, that the 
. natures of, that country once enjoyed the feme liberties, and thfl 
fame privileges which we of all other European fubjedts at 
pmfeot only, and folely enjoy. There was a time, we may eafily 
conceive* when a king of France did not dare to impofe an im- 
plicit filence on the lips of an aggrieved and fupplicatiog fen ate. 
<Th£t tijbe is nowao more, and every fubject of the French king 
ianpon a much.worfe footing in France, than the meaneft field- 
negro in 4he Britiflv American iflands or Plantations/ With the 
lint of baniftunent in one hand, and the locks of the Baftile in 

, r - lu i - i fi ' 'K i n ^ 

# Jttipofing a ftrid filence with refpett xb the accufation of the 
juke d'Aguillon, flopping all further proceedings again ft him, and 
ordering the parliament to receive him as a peer in their aifein- 
bfres, chough the parliament had pafled a decree fufpending him 
from rhe privilege of the peerage till he Jhoald exculpate huqfelf 
ffotk the crimes laid to his charge. 
*'"'* Ma the. 
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the other, a Frflieh jcinftta * greater power oyer his . fiibjefis* 
or more properly fpeaking over Hi$ ftaves, than «*en our Crcato* 
himfelf has oyer the human kind. For Jo long as. by divine por- 
xniflion we enjoy, the organs of fpeech (bund and entire, the 
pivine goodnefs does not iieny us the free ^6 of fpeeoh, especially 
when that gift of fpeech is employed in prayers and fappUcattQOt* 
But a French king,, with an infolence as diabolical as it is* unfuf- 
ferable, and as it he was the original author and giver of ipeech 
to his rcCpe&iye Jlavest commands them to be fi lent* and has the* 
impious vanity of expecting to be obeyed. Such, oh I my brother 
freeholders, is the abject ftate of the French nation *t prefect. 
Bot how their kings came firft to aifiime this preternatural* and 
more than God-liEe authority over their fubje&s, an4 while yet 
thofe fubjecls were fuppofed to be in a Irate of. freedom, is a 
queftion well worthy Qur enquiry ; for, my brother freeholders, 
the kings of France did not .acquire this tremendous, aad im*> 
pious power allat once; but, on the contrary,, by flow and im- 
perceptible degrees ; they did not. acquire it from fubjecls .already 
habituated to the curb* and bridle of flavery, for the French? 
fubjecls once were free ; they did not acquire it from men nrnilap 
in their intellectual faculties, to the Hottentots of Afia, or the 
Efquimaux of North America : no, they could not acquire.it hy 
that mode of acquisition ; for .the French, to do them commaa 
juftice, have ever been efteemed the mofl enlightened people' of* 
all Europe ; much lefs did the French king acquire that power 
from a daftardly depopulated nation : no, my brother free- 
holders, this could not be the cafe, for the French were alway* 
naturally a brave people, and in point of number they exceed 
the fubje&sof any other monarch in Chriftendom. 

From none of the fore-men tior^ed caufes did the kings of Franca 
arrogate to themfelVes this impious, and preter-godlike power. 
They acquired it, my brother freeholders, by foul corruptions 
and by the bafeft bribery. For they fir ft corrupted the whole 
priefthood in order to enilave the minds of the people by preaching 
up paffive obedience and non refiftance to their foyereign's lordly 
%vill and 'pleafure. The priefthood having done this, their dirty 
work to admiration, confequently became no longer ufeful, and 
their king is now baniftiing them out of his kingdom by thou* 
fands, and ten thpufands ; The language of Versailles has always 
J>een invariably the fame* " Adieu puttiers I Vendue eft faite" 

The next itep their kings infidioufly took, was to gain their 
parliaments over to them a force d* argent. The French parlia- 
ments in the courfe of two centuries being formed by dint of per- 
petual bribes, to lick the fpittle of their kings, became very little 
setter than an echo to the privy council. 

— Fox, et froeterea Nihil. 

-And thus the will of their tyrant (for fure the name of king 
would be an abfurdfty) notified firft in his privy council, was 
formally carried into an arret of fome one or other of their par- 
liaments, with all the mockery and force of flate* And thefe 

; ' * r tjran*i 
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#rt*rW having no further occaflon for the realKty and elTence o# 
parliament, have as a mark of great condefcenfion deigned to 
leave their fabjecta the mere external firm only of parliament*. 
And at thofe parliaments have in reality no power at all; their 
kings do not think them worth bribing. The money formerly 
employed in bribing thofe parliaments, is now diverted into * 
military channel, and the French king to carry his edicts into 
•Mention (if his parliaments prefume not to give their aiTent to 
them) has nothing but to fay, 

Sic Polo, Sic Jubeo. 

Hit ultimate council it hit foldiery, and what parliament will 
venture to appeafe 100,000 difcip lined troops. 

Thank God ! my brother freeholders, our kings have not ar- 
rived at that pafs in this country. And though our p— t 
feems to be formrd of fupple fluff, yet the people who conflitute 
that p • ■ t are tough as iron. In every impolitic ftruggle the 

crown has ever had with the fubjects of this kingdom, the kings 
have always been worked. The fupprefling of general warrants* 
an aft fo highly redounding to the honour of the prefent time* 
hat pared the longeft and (harpeft fang of unjuft prerogative. 

The two honeft verbids lately given in favour of MefiVs. Miller 
and Baldwin, will probably reduce the crown profecutions, for 
the future, within the due and limited bounds of prerogative. 

To perfect the great work of liberty, begun under fuch happy 
aufpices, and advancing with fuch amazing fuccefs, it remain* 
only for us, brother freeholder;, to prefer our county-remon- 
dranee again, and again, yes, and again to the crown. Let u* 
remember, that when the freeholders, commonly called the 
great freeholders of this realm, commonly then called Barons, 
prefented their remonflrance to king John, demanding of him a 
confirmation of their chartered liberties, let us call to mind, I 
fay, the conduct of that king upon this occafion. Doctor Black - 
ftone, one of the prefent judges of the King's iiench Court, and 
fiurely his can now be no bad authority, tells us, *' that John at 
fr/l made a Ihew of refiftance, abfolutely refufed their demands, 
and endeavoured to extort a promife from the barons, that they 
would never renew this requeih But, fays Doctor Slackftone, 
that deep read judge, that wife judge, the very Daniel of the 
prefent age, " John, finding the barons refolute in their purpofe, 
thought it bejt to gain time; and therefore it was agreed, that the 
king's anfwer ihonld be refpited till the clofe of E after ; and in 
the month of June following, he prudently granted their requeit, 
by confirming every article o£ their great charter." 

Let us remember, brother freeholders, that we live in a re«gn 
when the doctrine of precedents has been frequently infjfted upon 
to be the law of the land. Here then we have a precedent for our 
conduct ; not a precedent defa&o tantum, but a precedent dejurez 
Our kings of England are bound by their coronation oath not 
only to do, but even not to delay doing juftice. Our kings are 
not deemed* infallible, like the popes of Rome. Our prefent 
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$~* — S ir k tf ue, has given a cold not to lay a very Barffi ani r 
**er to the city of London's remonftrance. Common report 
affures us his M -y has fince that time been mor* fully ad- 

vifed, and perhaps is now difpofed (o give his aggrieved fubje&s 
a favourable refponfe. Let it not be laid to our charge, my >rct r 
ifcer freeholders, that we have been wanting to ourfelvcs. . J^et 
vs again approach the throne; it is a duty our county H par- 
tiadur, and the whole Britifh empire in general, demand at. OjUJ 
hands* v ., '".'. t \ 

A Middle/ex Freeholder. 



Mr. Oliver's addrefs to the Liveiy of the city of London, on 
being eledied one of the reprefentatives of the city in partiament* 

GSKTLEMEN, 

WHEN Aril I offered myfelf from the huttings a candidate 
to reprefent you in parliament, I took care to, express 
very clearly my fentiments of thofe men and meafures, which for 
feme years pait have made this nation contemptible abroad, and 
unhappy at home ; and 1 did it as Well to make known my own 
principles, as to give the city of London an opportunity to rnani- 
tcik their opinion by their enfuing election, whether tneir choice 
ihould be fixed on me, or fome other candidate of a different com- 
plexion. The calm and deliberate fenie of a people, can never fo well 
lie difcovered, as in the free exertHe of their coniHttrtiojial right! r; 
and if that fliall ftill continue to be termed factious and feditious ; if 
» fet of defperate and ill-deGgning men, will per fill to act irx oppof;- 
tiontothat fenfe almoft umverfally declared ; if nothing is topafa 
for loyalty, but abfolute fubmiffion and a furrender. of every right 
of the fubjeft, I known not by what peaceable arguments they 
will be perfuaded. 

An endlefs difcttifton of grievances fo notorious, and of real - 
adminiitr'ation fo flagrant, as thofe, which are the foundation of 
our prefeat complaints, can only be ufeful to the per Cons who 
mean the continuance of. thofe evils ; the danger of our firuatioa 
is fufliciently confpicuoos without it; for, if, by the means of 
wi enormous, boiandlefs civil lift, , without account, and a for- 
midable Handing army, the minifters of the crown are powerful 
enough to continue with impunity, to a& directly .contrary to the 
united outcries of the fubjecls, in every part of the Brititti do- 
mions, to {light their petitions, and add infult to contempt f-cjwt 
fte who thinks their petitions ill founded, mult yet be cpjivinled, 
that the people have loft all power, of redreff qr cpntroul, even 
when their complaint? malt be well founded: and it is the pof- 
felllon, or the want of this* power, winch alone conilitutes the 
difference between freemen and Haves. It was to preferve this 
power to the people, that all thofe forms and regulations, which 
lye term the constitution, were eftablifhed. Hence juries and ie- 
prefentation, for the^private andpublick difpofal of life and pro- 
perty, becaufc the people car* never fafely tfuft themfeives in any 
• ' ' hand* 
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hands but their own. The change of times gad circamftaiica 
has considerably weakened thofe two great barriers of our f<rca- 
rity, and thereby afforded an opportunity for the prefent auempt 
to take awajr the reality of both. ,., 

I chink it therefore my duty, as your faithful reprefeatatire, to 
endeavour jo obtain a true repreientation of the people ; a fliorttr 
Juration of parliaments; and an effe&ual exclusion of placemen, 
and" pensioners from the Houfe of Commons. The regular and 
Uniform difference of condudl, fo obfervable between thofe • who 
receive or exped the wages of government, and thofe who do not, 
makes it iieceflary for you to exa& from your reprefentatives, 
and for me to promife, that whether I have or have not the honour 
to continue your member, I will never accept, dire&ly or indi- 
re&ly, either place, penfion, contract, emolument or gratificatioa 
of any kind whatever, from the crown, or its minifters. This fo- 
lemn declaration, Gentlemen, I offer you inftead of thanks : and 
I am firmly perfuaded, that a condudl correfponding with it will 
be the moft grateful return I can make for the honour I have re- 
ceived by jroiir truft and confidence. 
I am, 
Gentlemen, 
Tenchurch Street^ Your moil obedient, and 

July 12, 1770* faithful humble fervant, 

RICHARD OLIVER. 



! -As it tithe received opinion that the final dedfion of Mr. Wood fall's 

! • and Almon's trial will have a confiderable effeil on that invaluable 

' Briti/h privilege the liberty of the prefs, and particularly on all poli- 
tical publications next winter, <we imagine ive cannot better promote the 
' canfe oftivil liberty, than by giving our readers a clear idea of jMr. 
Wood'f all's cafe as it ft and i over for next term ; for vjhich pur- 
pofe and that they may be able in this feafon of leifure during the receft 
1 ef parliament, and the long vacation to form their judgement of the pafi 9 
i - land' the future conduct of the Chief Juftice, the counfel and thi jury+ 

I in this important caufe 5 ive have f pared no pains to procure the fub- 

1 ' fiance of the pleadings of the crown lawyers and of Mr . Woo n f a l l *s 
counfel on the two motions vjhich were made in the court of King'r 
: Jlench fbon after thi verdidt given by the jury, as related in our lafi 
• ' Number, page 24 ; and voere brought before that court forjuijwn 
the 3d of 'July, 177O. 

THE firft motion' was on the part of the crown ;-^JjTby the 
' verdift jhould not be entered up according to the legal imprt of the 
voorasf* the otheri Why the dffndant fhould not be difebanged from 
any judgement on this verdicl? Mr. Serjeant Glynn, of counfel with 

defea- 



* The motion was thus worded at the fpecial direction of Lord 
Kfansfieldj^ who in thefe caufes is always of counfel with the 
'crown, ~ ~% 
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Jefendant, fit ft ebftrved fligfctly upon the abfard motion for amenc?* 
aaent, that was made on the fide of the crown, which, if carried, 
would ftill require itfelf to be amended, or leaTC the natter a* 
Much at large as ever ; fince the clerk muft be thereby reduced 
to make another application to the coort, to be informed, what 
that legal import is : after this he proceeded in the following 
manner, taking up the argument upon both the motions united : 

•• My Lords, 
' •' This is an information for tfeditwms printing andt publiihing 
rf a paper figned Jmums; The jury have found Mr. Woodfall 
guilty of printing and publifliiog only. 

'« (i.) I fiiaU firft contend, that this is an acquittal. The 
charge brought before the Jury is grounded upon the defendant's 
evil and {editions defigft in publiihing. The jury find the pub- 
liming only. This then is not convi&ing him of the charge ; 
which is, the feditious intention. It is firft neceflary to prove upon 
the trial the fad of publication ; next the conftru&ion put upon 
the "paper in the information. Thefe are the points which are 
to be given in charge to the jury ; and the jury muft be convince 
cd of both. By the general word of guilty, the jurv find the 
whole charge to be true. They have not found the fad of pub- 
lication mtrtly ; bnt they have added negative words, to exclude 
every thing elfe. To what the jury do not fay, there is by law 
a negative f.. Bnt here the jury have taken care, that their fi- 
lence (hall not he mU reprc feft wd . Had they been 4le»t» whe- 
ther the paper was a libel or not, and not referred it to the opi- 
nion of the court, their filence muft have acquitted, but here they 
have ufed the, word «r/jr, exprefsly to exclude every idea, of a crime. 

" If juries may be juftly faid to negative every thing they do 
not find, in a queftion of civil property, much more muft they 
be faid to do fo now, where the criminal motive makes the of- 
fence tbey have in charge, I do not fay, that a Uriel and literal 
proof muft be brought of every part of the information i but I do 
fay, that criminal intention is ot the efience of a crime, and muft 
enter into every idea of guilt. Of this criminal intention the 
jury are thejudgesi and if they exclude that, the defendant is 
acquitted. 

" To fopport a general verdilt of guilty, ic muft appear that 
the jury believed the paper libellous. Whether libellous or not 
depends only upon the confirmation pot in the information. 
This conftrucYion they have excluded ; therefore, though they 
have not (aid in as many words, that the paper is not a libel, 
they have negatived the HbtlU*g conftru&ions, and faid as much 
in confequence by legal inference. Where the fubje£Umatter 
before the jury are not mere hgai <w*rds 9 or words of Ugal imfori, 
it is in my opinion the province of a jury to find, whether they 



§ So determined J>y all the judges in. the Exchequer chamber. 
Withers, v. Lord Jericy. 
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ire criminal or not. Juries are judges both of kw and fa&j 
I mean, as far as' the former is involved in the latter. The jury 
therefore had a right to con fide r the paper charged as a libel before 
them,, They might take it upon them if they pleafed, or they might 
refort to the judges for advice. Here they have, by their word of 
exclusion, gone as far as to determine, that there is no guilt in 
the paper; whether they have determined wrong or right is ano- 
ther queftion. 

41 They may, no doubt, determine generally ; and where they 
fo determine againft the clear proof of the fad and letter of the 
law, (both of which constitute the crime) they determine at the 
peril of their confeience. Yet a matter may be clearly libellous, 
and a man not incur guilt by the mere publication. As in the 
cafe of a friendly admonition from a father upon a fnppofed mif- 
condud of his fon; or of giving teftimony in a court of juflice ; 
the fame of giving the charader of a fervant, and other cafes that 
might be mentioned. Here the intention becomes material, and 
properly inquirable by a jury ; though this is not capable of direct 
proof, it isnowever, to be difcovered by inference, of which the 
jury are the judges. 

" (2.) Upon the fecond head, I am to contend, that if the ver* 
di6l is uncertain or insufficient, there muft be a new jury fummon- 
ed to try the caufeafrefh.- If I am not authorized to fay, that the 
verdid amounts to an acquittal ; I am fure they are at little au- 
thorifed on the other fide to fay, that it amounts to a convi&ion. 
If the former interpretation is not iatisfadory, the latter certainly 
cannot be fo. If fome other fenfe is given to the word enly than 
what I have pnt upon it, the whole becomes doubt and ambiguity; 
and a new trial muft be had by another jury. This cannot be 
taken otherwife than as a general verdid ; and in general verdids 
nothing is left to inference or intendment |» You muft have the 
underftanding of another man, hear with other's ears, and fee 
with another's eyes 9 before you can know what a jury meant, 
upon what they have not expreft. There is in the books the plaineft 
cafe, where a direct inference muft unavoidably be made from the 
finding of the jury; and yet that not being expreft, the verdid 
was rejeded as inefficient. 

" The jury had found the damages to the plan tiff, in the de- 
fendant's, not keeping , his promife, and yet, not having found 
diredly, that he made fuch a promife, the verdid was fet afide*t 
If then we fuppofe the other fide right in faying, that the jury 
have found fumciently to bring the guilt of the defendant before 
the court ; it is at leaft faying fo, without knowing what the 
jury meant, as to the conftrudipn put upon the libel. Let them 
model it as they will they cannot make it a general verdid of 
guilty, without leaving their fenfe upon the conftrudion un- 
known, 

t Vaughan j$. Roll's Abr. 693. Barry and Philips* 
* Yelverton 57. Shellys. 

Vol. VII. N 



known, which ipult' l^ceffarily be included in every verdict ciF 

'* But let what arguments there will be made for this new-mo- 
delling the verdict of the jury, there is one fuperior to all the 
reft againft it ; which is, that the defendant would be thereby pVe- 
tdaded from taking the fenfe of a fuperior court of review upon 
the "verdict, as at prefent formed: If the defendant is round 
guilty, why is not the judgement entered as it is found, and the 
sentence of the court patted upon him ? it will then appear, by pwk 
of error to the lords, what this verdict was, by which he is fai<t 
to be convicted. But if this* new-modelling takes place, he will 
*be for ever deprived of this advantage ;f which indeed is tfifc 




produced, where the words of a general verdicl have been altered 
x to make room for other words. They would indeed be words 
different from the meaning of the jury: In (hort, if it is not a 
verdict of conviction, your lordftiips wril not alter it to make it Co ; 
and if it is, let it, as it ma ft be, entered in the words, wherein it 
is found. 

Mf* Lee on the Jame fide* 

" It is an abfurd and irapoflihle idea, that the jury fhould con- 
vict that man of a libel, whom they meant to acquit of a crime ; 
and this meaning is plainly demonftrated by the word of excla- 
jhn, which they have introduced into their verdict. The jury Witt 
never be faid to have found fuch a.verdict, as (hews their intention 
to find him guilty of the charge laid in the information. They 
meant, no doubt, to have found him the printer arid publifher 
.of the paper, as it appeared in the Public Advertiser, and hot aa 
coupled with all thofe heavy charges and innuendoes, as defcrib* 
jedin the information. There are ftrong cafes in the law to prove, 
that a partial finding is infuiEcient. Where a man was charged 
with an infrufion into a houfe and lands, and the jury only found 
the intrufiou into the lands, the verdict was declared to be wholly 
void§. But in this cafe, let the finding of the jury be what it will, it 
is impoifible for the "court* to alter it ; for it is rooft decisively laid 
down, in books of ihegreateft authority, that the court cannot 
amend a general verdict in a criminal matter ty." 

0* 

'*■ ■ -• ■ ■■ ,,..-.., i. - j _ • _ 

t Becaufe the alteration will* not appear upon the record; 
and by forae Grange constitution in the jurisprudence of this 
country, no court, of review can take notice of the mifconduct 
of judges in making fuch alterations. 

§ Leonard, 296. 

|| Salk. 47. 53. Cro. J. 2x0. 
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On the fart tf the C ROWW. 

Mr. Ttmrkt, Silkitor-Gencral. 

*' I know bo role, Or cafe in law, by which the filenee of a jury 
topon'aoy fa&, that fhould be made a part of their verdicl, mail 
be conftrued to imply the acquittal of the defendant. On the 
comtnuy, there i* an authority in the law upon the very cafe of a li- 
)hA, where » partial finding of the jury wai held fufficient. A charge 
wafe bwtoght for the writing, collecting, and printing a number 
*f ballads-, and thereby forming a libel upon the king : the jury 
firand the defendant guilty only of the priming; and this verdict 
wa* allowed to be good upon the iflbc. • Wherever the jnry 
fhaH have omitted a matter effaff; the court will not intend that 
&€k ; neither will they conclude the defendant innocent, hecaufe 
the jury halve not faid that he ii foj but they mil then order a 
new jury to come and try the caufe again* 

* **> if it k feid that the jury meant to exclude a conclnfiotrof law, 
that were monftrous. To fay that the jury found the fa& of pub- 
lifting the paper, as charged in the information, but that they 
denied the interpretation ot the law upon it, were bringing them 
wholly oat of their province ; for they are only judges of fa&, 
and with the law they have nothing to do. If the jury are faid 
fchavr found the publication of fome other paper than that aa 
charged in the information, it is faying they have found a fad, 
which they are not charged to enquire into. This were making them 
to* have done more abfurdly than they have; and what they have 
manifeftly no right to do. Their words 'muft neceffarily be re- 
ferred to fomething.; but why fubftitute a fubjeft out of the in- 
formation ? For if tney have found that the defendant onfy prin- 
ted and published the libel charged in the information, they have 
found wnat will ever be enough to convict. Thejury cannot pre* 
vent the judgment of law from pafllng upon the fads, which men 
are foujid to have committed. 

" The jury are to enquire into afacVas charged in the infor- 
mation ; and the fhort anfwer they give in the words of guilty or 
not guilty, muft be referred to that particular charge; otherwife 
they fay nothing. 

• ** It is not neceiftry'for me to contend; that any fa&t fhall be 
fupplied by innuendo in the finding of a jury ; but if the jury meant 
to exclude a conclusion of law, I dare fay your lordihips will not 
airend to it , for when a jury has found fufficient fads to hipport 
fome verdict in the caufe, they cannot go further, and nr.d a 
wrong conclufion of law. When the jury have found fufficient 
matter of fail, your lordihips will fupply the matter of law ; as was 
determined in the cafe of Lord Paget ; where, in a guettion of 
a fraudulent conveyance, the jury having found fufficient fpecial 

t mm ■ ■ ■. ■» I l ... 

* Lord Raym. 414. 12 Mod. and Salkeld* 
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matter, the «>urt inferred the oonclufion of l*w, that the convey, 
aacc was. fraudulent, though the jury had not exprefsly found the 
frauds However *n :this cafe the jury have exprefaly found 
fome guilt; and it is now become the province of this court, .to 
6y what that guilt amounts to/' 

Mr. Moreton. 
" The fubject for the jury to have enquired into, was the ap- 
plication of this libel, to the perfon, upon whom it is charged m 
the information, to have been made. I confefs that * the matter 
here charged, would not be libellous, if it affected anybody elfe 
than the king. The jury have found the fad of printing and 
publifhing only; and that was the only thing they had to find, 
ror what b the crime charged? It is the printing and jyub- 
lifting the matter, and things contained in the information. 
Upon which the jury feem to me to have fatd, that he is only 
guilty of printing arid publiihing the paper charged in the infor- 
mation (for that is all we have to add ;) and this is the fame as 
if they had found him guilty generally." 

Mr. Wallace. 

" The verdict is<full, and requires no intendment. The charge 
is for printing and publiihing a libel ; the defendant fays he it 
not guilty of the charge : the jury being afked, they fay he. is 
guilty ; that is, only of printing and publiihing ; which is the 
lame thing as finding him guilty generally. 

" It would have been material if the jury had excluded in this 
verdict the allufions made from the paper in queilion to the libel 
in the information. As to the objection, that they have. not. 
found the intention, that will avail as little now as it did before 
in the cafe of the king and Brere. It was objected there alfp, that 
the, jury had only found part of the charge, and that fo 
much as they found- did not inferr any illegal act; for that 
there are cafes in which it may be lawful to write a libel, as for a 
clerk drawing an indictment, or a (tudent taking notes in court : 
but the chief j^ ft ice faid, their finding fuch a fact in the cafe of 
an information muft necefiarily infer a crime." 

Mr. Dunning. 
" Verdicts are not to be entered in any cafe in the precife words 
the jury give them ; nor are they fo. Something is always to be 
added. Had the word only been omitted, there is no doubt the 
verdict in this cafe would have been competent ; for the clerk' 
would have added, the matters charged in the information. Let thofe 
words be ftill added, and the infertion of the word only will make 
no difference. 

' "All the books agree, that the jury may, in thefe inftances, 
take the law and fact together, and give a general verdict. This 

r 
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I know lias been disputed ; but whether difpdtable or not, is s 
titer matter. However it has. not yet been irffifted, that juries 
•ughfxo tike this trpon them ; nor Svill I intimate my own opi- 
nion upon it. 

«' In this cafe at leaft the jury have not taken upon them to de- 
cide the law. They have faid that the defendant is guilty of prin- 
ting and publifhing a certain paper ; but whether there is any 
fum in that, or what degree of guilt, they do not chufe to 
etermine; they leave. that to others; for their own part the/ 
beg to be excufed. It being then at bed a matter of difpute, 
whether a jury (hould decide upon the. law or not, and as they 
have not done lo exprefsly here, why fhould they, by inference, be 
concluded ' to have done fo, in not determining the paper to be 
aJibeJ, upon thofe perils to which they will be thereby fubjected? 
" As to die objection, that the alteration will not appear upon 
the record, when removed by error into another court ; this goes 
no farther than in every other cafe, when the court or clerk adds 
words to the general finding of juries. Befides, this a matter of 
feci, whether the jury have found the defendant guilty, or not; 
and no matter of fact is fubject to any revifal by error. Upon the 
whole, I am fatisfied, that the meaning of the jury was to find 
the fad; and whether libel or no, to leave to the determination 
of the court." 

Mr. Walker. 

" As to the objection, that the jury have not found the inten- 
tion, it is manifeft, that if the jury find the fact, they muft find 
the defign~ with which it is done; for the defendant is a free- 
agent, and therefore anfwefable for the legal confequences of his 
own act." 

Mr* Serjeant Glynn in reply* 

" It feems to be allowed, by all the counfel for the profecu- 
tion, that the verdict, as it Hands at prefent, requires fomekkidof 
amendment; without which no judgment can be given upon it.* 
I beg leave to fay, if fuch. words were to be added, as the Gen. 
tlemen on the other fide of the queftion would wifli to annex to 
the words found ; fuch addition would flatly contradict the ob- 
vious fpirit and meaning, as well as letter of the text, and make 
the whole fuch a jumble of contradiction and nonfenfe, that no 
judgment could poffibly be given upon it. Mr. Dunning fays, no 
verdict can be ever entered in the meer words of $he jury, with- 
out adding fomething. 1 ccnfefs it: But what is that fome- 
thing, and who makes the additipn ? To the bare words 
* Guilty' > or . * Not guilty* is added, « of the matters and 
things charged in the information' in fuch formal words as 
paraphrafe the clear indifputable finding of the . jury, 
without, in the fmalleft degree, impairing, amplifying, or 

altering 
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aft***, theif <khh. Tfcf» entry of addition t* mad* by 
the clerfc i and fuch an addition, ibould tfte clerk negled to 
niftfe; ft, tie court will afterwards Aifvply, as a mere clerical 
omiffion. But it is one thing to corred the miflakes of the 
oDcer or **Wi, and another tofupply the intentional omiffioa 
of theory. When the jury bring hi a common yerdift, the 
elerk enters it in the common form ; but the clerk has no rigfet 
*» expunge, or er^ie, or alter the words of the jury, When they 
&cve sot found then in the common way ; and I affirm, that 
the court has no more power to fcpply fuch an omiJfion of the 
jot? than tho clerk. The verdict of the jury ir not at all 
altered or impeached by Applying clerical defects f but in th»* 
cafe the frnfe of the jury, not or the clerk, the vcrdid itfclf 
would be materially arad effentiaHy a#eded,j|nd changed by tho 
alteration propofed to be made, by the court- 
It has been faid too, that the jury meant to find the fad fpe*. 
cjaHy, or to bring in a fpecial verdid ; but they certainly have 
eot fbend a fpecial verdid, nor h it a fair inference from the 
words that they meant to do fo. It is well known, that in * 
fpecial verdieVall the fads rauft be. found, and it mull conclude 
«titj* defiring the advice and opinion of the court upon the wholes 
1$ this verdid (b oircomftanced ? Do the jury here ajk any qoeftieft 
of the court, or crave its affiftance to guide them* 1 But if it were 
a fpecial verdict, the court would only determine upon what was 
exprefsly found, and not upon intendments and conftru&ions of 
their own> railing. However, we beg leave tp infift that this 'was 
infant as a general verdid, and: that the jury underftood it to be 
averdid efacquital ; for in a general verdid, they decide' u'jpon 
the whole of toe cafe, and upon what they are fileiu they acquit 
the defendant; by faying not hing of the paper, fcterefore, they 
Jtnd it no libel. Were I to admit the criminality ttf the paper to 
be a queftion of law.* it ia ferely fuch a queflfon as is comprifed 
in the iffue which the jury have in their province to try, and 
which they moft necefiarify take into their eohfidaratien when 
they give a general verdict. Whartever they have not decided 
upon, theyliave certainly negatived* Had they meant to eafe 
their own minds as to law, they could have done it no other 
WW, than by finding fpecially. This is the fame cafe as that of 
Eheabetb Canning and af Penn and Mead. There the jerry 
tsfed rhrf ward gmkjy and yet excluded the crime. Let as juppofe, 
for argument lake, that the jury had thought, there was feme 
degree of guiirin what they laid, ai»d yet neuatived all the crime 
py iome tobfeqnent word : The verdid woSld then have been 
comradidpry and repugnant to itfcl/, and there mofchave been a 
new trial. Printing and pobKfliing are not the only things given 
j* charge to the jury ; the conftrudion is likewife in their charge; 
a*d by wfing the word infy, they have excluded this part of that 
charge* 

# Non tali auxilio, 

The 
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. TThe connfel for the crown have con$>unde4 tbe oaks of gejrcat 
with tboft pf fpecial wrdi$s. , Majckenjnie's cafe was * fpecial 
yer4i& Tfce conclusion there* that the blow was felonious,, wa* 
fppa^nt from tjhe fails, which were found* The cafe of the kin j 
ftnd Bwre was very difthsguiihable ffoqp the jtfefenjt^ nor is there 
*ny qafc, wh$ re, in a general verdift, the jury can be fuppoiei 
tQ refer any matters to the court, , They have found, a*, theij 
general verdi£t, that the defendant is guilty of nothing mpre tham 
of printing and /uilifiim; and by tte word «*£, applied to theft 
afts, they have qualified and refUaioed that, ufe of the word 
fl/£y.-rThey have found the defendant guilty only of a part.of 
*be charge ; and for the addition or alteration which ar/e* «o# 
wanted to be nude to this finding, the cafe become* quite ipr 
and lingular; becaufe there is no inftance of £ vrrdi<5t having 
been entered contrary to the finding of a Jury* excepting in mere 
rlejical miftakes. To fay that the entry ought to pe guilty gcr 
jMwally* i*ecaufe, if the jury had. not 10 intended* they woul4 
jhave brought in their verdicl not guilty, would be at bell putting 
p fenfo upon doubtful words, which, if any explanation wcac 
jaejceiEuy, pught to have been explained at tne time the vfirdxtf 
.was givea ; but it conies too late to be admitted now* M $ 
jaeanjug ipuft be put by the court upon thefe words, .'the moil obr 
vicms one is that of acquittal. If we ore to go out of the words 
&# a meaning., refort to the affidavits of the jurymen. U tfrtrf 
is no meaning in them, it is an insufficient verdict, and the?? 
n>uft be anpw trial. But if the verdift appears ever (b unmean- 
ing to your lordflijps, you cannot uqw amend it, becaufe yq* 
have nothing to amend it by ; as has fometimej been done bj 
notes taken at the trial, to c©rre& the mifprifion of the clerk* 
Nor can you now give a contradiction to the jury by, laying they 
jpeailt to find the *bole, when they declare they mean tomethSng 
Aon of it* If it is a good and fufficient verdict, it nod not be a^ 
£cfted at all ; if there is any thing more than clerical defects in ttf 
it ought not to be altered. In the one cafe we are inti'.led to a$ 
acquital; in the other, to a new trial." 

Lord Mansfield* '"* 

" Though the Court will not yet determine whether the Affida- 
vit of any .of the Jury jnay be read in this caufe, yet I have per- 
mitted one to ttt rea.d a little by way of fitting it ;• and J. there fcpdj 
jthat the! application' of the innuendoes is not denied ; only the <rt* 
ttjnal conftruaionputi upon the paper in the information. To havf 
denied the one .would have been very material; with the other they 
have nothing to do. In that cafe, there would be no proof to 
them of the paper, as charged in the information. But if the Jury 
find, that the defendant publilhed at all, they find the paper* as 
charged in the information, for that is their only enquiry. I take 



This was the affidavit of William Sibley, baker. 
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•it from the affidavit, which ha* been dated, that it does not .ap- 
pear/ whether the Jury meant to fay,' that the paper is no libel $ 
n tttejr had the learcdoiibt, whe&er the innuendoes were proper- 
ly applied, there Ihould be anew trials I did not leave it to the 
Jury, whether the*paper was innocent or not. 1 never do. I 
summed up to them, as I always have done in fimilar cafes, that 
if they were not fatisfied of the fa£ of publication, or had a doubt 
of the application of any of the wdrds in the information to the 
blanks in the letter, they muft acquit the defendant. But I toU 
them alfo, that whether the paper was. criminal or innocent, wa|* 
to them a fub}e& of indifference; becaufe, if innocent, judgment, 
would be arretted in this court. Here the Jury did not mean to 
find the malice bf the defendant, becaufe it was not within their 
inquiry ; nor did they mean to exclude it, becaufe it was not with- 
in their power to exclude a legal deduction. 

" There may be fomething of a^ diftincUon in the books about 
amending a verdict in a civil and in a criipinal cafe. But it is a 
xniftake, and there is nothing in it. , in the cafe of Gibfon for 
forgery, all the judges were of opinion, that where the officer had 
drawn up the verdict contrary to the finding of the Jury, it 
might be amended {. There is a cafe of this fort in the year 
books, as early as the 3d of Richard III. I forget the page, as 
I fpeak only from the memory of my reading* This is the only 
way of altering averdicl either in a criminal or a civil cafe. There* 
is, indeed, a found diftin&ion, which holds in the pleadings ; for 
thofe cannot be amended in criminal matters. 

" Whatever may be the inclination of my opinion in this cafe*-, 
it is too late to have any effects from it in this term f * therefore* 
let it ftand over to the next. 

Judge Afton. 

The jury are elected, tried and fwor'n, to determine concerning 
the matters contained in the information, therefore if they find 
any faft of publication ; they mud find, not the fimple fa& of 
publifliing thai Public Advert ifer fold at the defendant's houfe, bof 
that very libel charged in the information. 

" The court will advife." 

% This was a fpecial verdift, and only mad,e agreeable, to the 

f This might be fo, if his lordfhip's opinion was agaioft the 
defendant; not fo, if othenvife ; therefore if Lord Man sflejd had 
not already faid enough, it were fufRciently manifeft what that 
opinion is : As Lord Mansfield received this verdict, he is in-. 
deed contending here for his own credit as a judge. . 
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Yfe following valuable extraB is gtwn in this place wit a mk*» t+ 

^ point tut tie dffirence in the condn& of the jury $n tin trials ofQ<wen 

in iJS2 9 .a*J*f Mr* WcodfaU, in 1770* foe fimilar effimcu. : - 

Extract from the S TAT E - T R I A L S,- VoL X, 

P. *©7« 

ON the trial of Mr. Owen (in 1752) on an information* foe 
printing and publiihing a Libel, entitled, The Cafe of Alex* 
ander Murray, Efq; Mr\ Ford fpoke as follows : 

4€ The fact charged in the Information is, that the Defendants 
Owen publHhed this Pamphlet, inalicioujly, feditioujly, fcandahufy* 
and falfely, to the calumny of the Houte of Commons of Great* 
Britain, and in order to difturb the Peace of the Nation ; and this 
he has done willingly; wilfully, malicioufly, fcandaloqfly, &c. 
This is the fact laid to his charge, which the gentlemen have been. 
very far from prwing. Only proving xhtfale of the book does not 
prove all thole opprobrious and hard terms laid in the charge £-, 
gainft him.— If his felling and publifhing this book malidoufy+ % 
with zfeditious Intent % fcanauloujly, wAjTaJ/eJy* with adefign to ca-* 
lu-moiate the Houfe of Commons, and in order to difturb the Peace 
of the Nation, is not proved ; then this great charge in the In- 
formation fails. Let the gentlemen prove thofe words {the Inten- 
tion) if they mean any thing by them ; if they do not prove thefe 
terms, this bad intent, for in that lies the crime, then it is no 
more than felling printed paper, in which furely there can be 90 
fanh. Then what are thefe words ? If the gentlemen mean an/ 
thine by them, prove them; if they mean nothing but words of 
courfe and form, jet the gentlemen fcratch them out—- they a*e 
needleft , which, if they do, their Information will be very de- 
fe&rve* But they will not confent to fcratch them out, I am very 
ftire; why then they mud mean fomething by them 5 which, if they 
do, consequently they muft prove them. Thefe words conftitiue 
the charge, which, if they do not make out, wijl you, gentle* 
men, clap your hands upon your hearts, and fay this man nguii- 
tj f Guilty of what ? Nothing— for nothing is proved, unlefa fel- 
ling paper is a crime. Surely, Gentlemen, your own hearts, your 
own confeiences muft tell von when you consider of it— and pray 
con fide r it as your own cafe ; fancy each qf yourfelveshere under 
a rigorous profecution like this poor man ; there is no crime pro- 
ved, no malicious intention, no feditious defign ; therefore, not 
proved guilty of the crime laid againll him. If a man be even a 
bad man, and you all know it, and is accufed of a crime he is in- 
nocent of, furely none will find him guilty of a crime when that 
crime is not proved, becaufe you know him to be guilty of other 
Vol. VII. O faults. 
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faults* Thefe things arc plain, even to a^emOBftr*tioii; to every 
man. But this defendant, whofe caufe you are now judge* *jf, 
will, appear to be a man of very fair chafader ; wfell afrHled to 
the Government and Constitution in his principles.—- Will it then 
Appear likely that he is guilty of tfcefe charges laid again ft him ? 

*• 1 muft obferve one thing, which is the danger of your find* 
ing *verdi& fpecialiy. Supposing you find him guilty of publiflang 
and felling this book; Guilty includes Guilt ; then guilty bf 
-what ? felling paper. Where w the Guilt ? Take care, Gentle- 
men, of being deceived; by finding him guilty anyway ; by bring- 
ing in your verdift any way again ft htm; you render him liable to 
the eonfequences of the whole ; that is, to the fame penalties that he 
would have been liable to, if he had committed the whole crime 
laid to his charge, and that charge fully proved againft htm. — Af- 
ter you have brought in yotrf verdift, it will be in vain for you to 
fay, you did not intend he fltould be punilhed, you only found 
that he had fubMJhed % but not committed the crime ; it will be in 
vain for you to petition for Mercy ; Mercy will then be in otiter 
hands ; it will he out of your reach, and he will b"e at the mercy 
of others who may not look with the fame eyes as you : When you 
have found him 'guilty, it will be in other breafts to puniih ; it 
will then be too late for you to interfere* By finding him guilty, 
you do all that you can again ft him, and then it will be out of 
your power to fervehim. You muft therefore confider him guilty 
of this £r*<ir crime, and confequently deferring of great punifti- ' 
ment* or not. But if you think he is not guilty, and not deferv- 
"■ ing of great puniihrnent,- then he has not committed this great 
crime ; then confequently they have failed in their Information, 
and he is innocent of it ; if innocent, confequently not guilty. 

Mr. Attorney tells you that this pamphlet iheans, and is writ- 
ten with the intent that is laid in the information ; he fays, be- 
caufe the Parriphlet compares the Parliament to / ■», it muft 

certainly mean Inqutfition ; and, in my opinion, it may, and does, 
/as likely mean information ; and failure you, Gentlemen, I have 
ver^ little leve for Information* as Well as Mr. Attorney for Inqvi- 
Jftion; it is certain that thefe things, which will bear feveral in- 
' terpretafckms, muft, nor can, have no weight with you ; who 
flioald either put a good confttuftion on them, or none at all. 
* You rnult confider too that there is a great difference between the 
Author and the Printer : the Author knew well what he intended, 
and the whole fenfe of the Pamphlet ; therefore liable to have the 
fenfe of the Pamphlet interpreted againft him : hut a Bookfeller 
may fell a book, and not have any intent but profit, and be quite 
ignorant of the contents, at leaft thefpirit ot them : therefore it 
is well worth considering how intent makes a ctime, and how far 
not ; every man may err, and if unintentionally,* he cannot be 

guilty 
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guilty of a crime before God; and if fo, it would be preemption 
in man to vjiake any coraparifoii of his own juftice ; what is not 
criminal with God cannpt l>e with many The Gentlemen on tbtsotber 
fide have not Jtrovtd tic intention" 

' Mp. Pratt, now Lord Camden, in his fpeech for the defendant* 
obferving uppu t{ie ijeceffity of proving the Intention, has the fol- 
lowing words; " If there is an indi&mem preferred again ft a man 
for an aiTaqlr, with an intention to ravifh, the intention mud be 
proved, or elfe the Jury cannot find him guilty. The fame of an 
aftkult, with *n intention to kill : if the intension is not proved, 
he nauit be acquitted. If he kills, and the intention is not proved, 
that h, if it is not proved that he killed preroeditately and of fore- 
thought, it is but manflaughtcr, Therefore, in the cafe before 
us, If that part of the information is not proved, that he 'publish- 
ed malicioafly, &c. yon muft acquit him."— To this the Attor- 
ney-General (Sir Dudley Ryder) replied " That in an indictment 
for murder, were always thefe words, viz. " Not having the fear 
of God before his eye*, and being instigated by the devil : words 
of courfe and mere form, which, according to the rule laid down 
by the other fide, mud be proved, which is impoffible." The 
Chief J a (lice too delivered it, as his opinion, that the Jury ought 
to-toft the defendant guilty ; for he though* the fa& of publica- 
tion fully proved, but the Jury brought in their verdiit not guilty. 
They, were then aiked this leading queftion. " Do you think the 
evidence laid before yon, of Owen's publifliiag the book, by fel- 
ling it, 14 not fuficient to convince you that the faid Owen .did fell 
*fci* bocujt?'? This quell ion was repeated ; but the foreman, with- 
out answering it, faid, " Net Guilty 1 Not Guilty I" And feyeralof 
the Jurymen (aid, " That is our .verdift, my Lord* and we abide 
by it." The Jury .could not have faid, to the que ft ion, that the 
evidence of. pubUihing was not clear, without perjury ; and if 
they had aniwered Tet t and not found the defendant guilty, one 
does not know what. might have been the confequence to them. 
They did right therefore in not an(wering that leading queftion, 
which was to artfully put to them, .otherwjfe than by repeating 
their vcrdi&, Not Guilty* 

AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 

Bofton* New-England, June 13. On Wednefday lad the Houfe 
of reprefentatives ordered, that Mr. Hancock, Capt. Darby, 
John Adams, Efqs brigadier Prebble, and colonel Warren, be 
ajcommhtee to wait upon his Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, 
with the following menage ; 
•„ , •«« May it pleaie your Honour, 

.'! The Houfe ,of Refirefentatwu have taken into,, their confideration 
the-ftatt of the, province with regard to tfy moving the General Jfj'embly 
out of tfa town of Boficn ; and by a majority of ninety fix out of one 
hundred and two member? prtfent refolded* . 
. / O 3 J* That 
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«« That the tonvenihg, holding, and keeping tlk great Wnfrraf 
court out of the faid tovju of Bofiog, to the manifeft injury! of the pro* 
vince, and the great inconvenience of the members. of both boufesi'vjitb- 
cut any neceffity, or the ttaft probability offerving any one good purpofe 9 
mtvjitbftanSng the prayers, intreatiet, remonftrancet, and protefiatious 
of this and the former houfe to the contrary >, is a very great grievance. 

" And that it is by no means expedient to pro deed to bufinefi nubile 
. the General Ajfembly is thus conftrained to hold their fefion out of the 
town ofBofion, 

' " And as there are matters now lying before the ajfembly of very great 
importance, vtbich they are very defirous of entering upon and compteat* 
tog, they humbly pray that your Honour would be pleafed ,to remove the 
great and general court, to its ancient, ufual, and only convenient feat, 
the tovjn-boufe in Bofton. 

Ifis Honour's Answer. 

" Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentives, 
"«* I think it my misfortune, that fo great a majority of your boufe, as 
96 in 102, Jbould appear to differ from me injenfiment upon any public 
meajure, t I have tola you, that I have not the leaf doubt of the legality 
of my adjourning or proroguing the court to any tovjn in the province** 
Hbc place, as vjell as time bf its meeting, is left to the governor; The 
governor is the fervant of the king, and, by his commifpon, is to govern 
the people according to the charter, and according' to fucbinfirucliont at 
hejhall, from time to time, receive from the king. Without a violation 
Ofmy infer uclions, I cannot now remove the court from Cambridge to 
Bofton : I am afraid of incurring his majefeys difpleafure if I 'jbould 
do it. I am as Jenfible'as you can be, that there are -many important 
matters lying before the court : lamfenfible alfi, that the netejfity of 
their being acled upon is fo great, that, even upon your ov&n principles, 
you may be as fulfy jufiified in proceeding to ail upon f cm, as'ribe houfe 
of the laft year could be juftifed fir fbe bufinefi they did, oraiyou <wiii 
be able to juftify yourfilves for vtshatyou have already done the prejeul 
jeffion. Does it not^ appear to you of netejfity, that the ad of the province, 
which requires the treafurer to ijfue his (warrant for levying a tax of 
more' than 8o,ooo/. jbould be repealed in part ? Will it bejafe for you 
to leave Caftle- William and Tort Pownali without any oftublijbment ? 
Are you willing the ad for limitation *f~Juits at law, which has been 
repeatedly fufpended, Jbould now take place? *To omit the mention ef 
many ether lavjs, vjbicb J believe 'you judge neceffaryto be continued or 
Revived. Would you be 'willing the enemies of 'our happy conftitution 
Jbould have it in their povjer to fay, that when the governor bad caufed 
the general court to be convened, purfuant to the' power ?reftrved to him 
by the charter, the Boufe of Representatives refufedr to dpbufiwfi, be* 
caufe be had convened it at Cambridge, audi in their opinion, without 
any necejfity, or the kaft probability offerving any good purpofe 2 Would 
not, the conftru&iGH of my conduct be, if IJboyld carry yen to Bofion after 
■••.••.■ fttr 
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. tbh mejage to me, that I bad given up 'to the -Houfe if keprtfentativet 
the papers rejerved by the charter t*tbe crvwnf 

94 In 1747, or in ij^, when tie court- boufe in Bojlon bad hen 
xonjumed by fire, the major part of the tbeuHoufe of Representative s was 
awerfi to rebuilding it, and dijpofed to build a boufe for the general 
court in fame town in the country. Being that one of the representatives 
of the tawnofBofton, I ufed my influence in every way' I could with 

•• ' propriety in favour of rebuilding the court boufe in Bcfton, but finally 
could prevail thus far' and no farther: The boufe, upon the qutftion 
whether a grant Jhould he made for rebuilding the couft-houfe in Bojlon, 

* Was equally divided, and I being' then fie aker of the houfi, gave my 
tufting vote in favour of the town. . / have fttll a very good affeclion 
for the town ofBofton, I was then tbefervant of the town, and know 
I was aQing the mind of my cdnftituents. 1 am ftiH fatisfied that I did 
try duty. 1 now confider my f elf as tbefervant of the crown. 7 know 
kit majejhfs pleafure, and I am doing my duty in acting according to it, 
and if you jboiud finally refUfe to do iufi?iefs at Cambridge, which I 
hope you will not, all the evil confequences will be attributed to yod 
and not to me. 

%% Council-Chamber, T. Hutchinson.** 

Cambridge, June 7, 1770, 

* - In Council 12th Jane 1770. 
$oJ}m> ORDERED, that/ William Brattle, James Bow- 
j($pin f James. Otis, Robert Tyler, James Pitts, Samuel Dexter, 
*nd Jofhua Hen (haw, IJfqrs. be a committee to preheat, the follow* 
Jng addrefs to his Honour thp Lieutenant-Governor. 
t/. A* Omvfr, Sec. 

To (he Honourable Thomas Hutchio&n, Efq; Lieutenant, Go- 
; vernor and. Commander in Chief oi the province of Mafld- 
. cbufeuBay* 

The addrefs of his Majefty*! Council of the faid province. 
May it pleafe your (fonour, 
* It. would give us great pleafure to proceed upon the public bufinefs, 
agreeable to the recommendation in your Honour '/ fpsech at the opening 
of the prefent fejpon. But as in confequence of a motion made in council* 
that your Honour Jhould be requeftea* to adjourn the General Court to 
Bofton, you informed the board you • could not do it ctnjiftent with your 
inftruftions^ ft is firft incumbent on us to obferve, that the prbvinte 
charter ordain*, •** that the Governor for the time being, Jhall have 
x full power and authority from time to time, as he Jhall judge neceffarf, 

' *to adjourn, prorogue, and dlffolve the Great and General Court.* 9 
'This po-wer is a full power r If is wholly in the Governor, and to bo 
exercifed as he jhall judge neceffhry. It cannot, therefore, be fubjeel 

' 'to the tohtroul of inftrufii'ons. Such a power and fuch a fubjefiion Of 

ft are incompatible. The moment it is fo jubjo&ed, it ceafes to be a fill 

'power?' and' the governor is no longer the judge with regard to the ex* 

t *' . . . • ercifi 
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ercifeefit* h-4stherefpre t a palpable contraction tofupfojk if under 
fucb a controul ; and in fa&, (judging of it by the charter only) it is 
coutreulable by- potting but the convenience and fafety of the Genual 
Court, and the. general utility of the province. For thefe ends that 
power was lodged by the crown, exchifive ofitfelfin the governor folely. 
Jt is true no men Aon is made of the place of fucb adjournment or proroga- 
tion : The fame is. aifo. true as to time; but they are both necegbrily .in- 
cluded in the idea of adjourning and proroguing : And if theje laft be 
wholly and exclusively in the Governor, which is very evident 9 the tup* 
and place mufi ~be alfo, 

There is nothing abfurd or unrcafonahle \ in this conftrucjien of the 
above- cited claufe of the charter ; for it is impojfible, in the nature of 
things, that the trowa, at the di fiance of a thoufand leagues, Jhould be 
able underfiandingly, and with a knowledge of prefent circumfkawces* 
upon vtbicb the fifnefs of fucb a meafure depends, to exert that power* 
It is therefore fit and ntctffary that fnch exclufive power Jhould ie vefied 
in its nprefeutative here* And the faid claufe does in fa& make fucb 
* an invejiiture. 

Jt cannot be faid, that " this file power is intended far no other pur- 
fofe than to exclude 'both the other branches of the ccprjfrcm any Jbare 
in it** becaufe there is not a word in the charter that even intimates 
fnch an intention : and becaufe the claufe giving the pivief is exprefjed 
in terms vefting that power jblefy and exclufively in the Governor* 

With regard to the convening the General Court \ the charter or Jains 
and grants, *• That there pall and- may 4>e Convened, held,' and kept 
by the governor, for the time being v upon every {aft Wednefiiay in the 
month of May, every year for ev:r, -and at all fucb other times' as the 
governor Jhall think fit and appoint* a Great and General Court.** 

The time of convening in. May is fixed, and therefore not alterable by 
infirutJiens* Other times if eontoemng are to be fitch as the governor 
jhall think fit. He is made the judge *ef the fitnejs offucbotber times ; 
which, therefore, in regard to time, excludes the controul pf inftru&tons. 
As to place, although* the charter ? be fiknt, the convening pmft&avt 
relation to place as well as time : The right of judging, of the latter ^im- 
plies the Jame right in nfpect io f thefirmer\.wultke reafons for botb 
are the fame % as well as for the adjourning, proroguing and diffolviug 
the court, which '//> evident are exclufively in the governor*. • The power 
is the fame as to all tbqfe particulars : and it is fit it Jhould be fa : For 
.the governor being in the province, mjift have the b'eft opportunities of 
knowing what the general convenience, fafety and utility require : It 
mufi be reafonable, therefore, to fuppofe that fucb an exclufive power 
was intended by the charter to be lodged in him ; and, in fad, it is by 
'* hie faid claufes *very perfpicuoufiy lodged. Hence it is (admitting the a& 
for eftablijhing the form of the writjfor calling the General Court to be 
out. of the quefiion) that after long experience had determined Bofion to 
• be the mofi convenient and fit place for the meeting of the General Court 9 
- etll .the governors of the % province, except Mr. Burnet, from ihe date 
of the charter, to the laft year, have convened the General Court at 
' ■ " - BoftdH 
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Bxftou, excepting in a few cafe's, wherein the fafety of the General 
Cotr* , or the public utility* merit it proper to convene the court ef/ewbert: 
And in tbofe cafes the removals of the- court were jdJUfied by the ref- 
pe&ive reofons for them. ' " The power of calling parliaments in 
England* as to precife time, place, and duration, is certainly a pre- 
rogative of the king, but fill with this trufi, that it pall be made nfe 
of for the good of the nation, as the exigencies of the limes, and variety 
if occafions Jhall require" The power of calling the general court, 
in like manner far the good of the province* is, by rhe charter, vefied 
in the, governor for the time being* But confidering the feveral ads 
of general court , whereby a court-boufe, wBich has been feveral times 
butlt for accommodating the general court, and a commodious elegant 
dwelling honfe, and other accommodations for the refidence of the King's 
Governor, have been provided at Bofion at a great public expcnce~ 
Confidering u[fo the ad * l for efiabltjbing the form of the writ and 
frecept for calling a Great and General Court," whereby it appear s 9 
that -in the writ, precept and' return, the town-lou/e in Bofion is men- 
tioned to be the place where the general court is appointed to be convened, - 
held and kept— The proceedings aljo of governor Shute and the affembly 
in 172!', whereby it appears ihe governor declared, that the adjourn- 
ment from Bofhn Jbeuld not be drawn into precedent % and a rejohe 
was preffed by the whole court* validating and confirming the ads of 
• that court : which proceedings clearly mantfefi their apprehenfion that 
Bofion was the place efiablijhed by law for the governor* s convening and 
holding -the general court: ■ When theje acJs are confidered, if they d& 
not amount to kftricliy legal efiablijhment of the place for convening and 
holding the* general court, they muft at leafi furnijb {in our humble 
opinion) a rule by which the governor ought to conduB himfelf in that 
regard^ and from which he' may not depart, hut in cafes of exigency, 

IVhett exigencies happen, of which every one can judge, they afford 
a Juffiaent reafon for -deviating from the rule, and the deviation will 
not nor can be complained of , 

Governor Burnet's conduQ in convening the general court out- of, 

Bofion, cannot be deemed an acknowledged or conftitutional precedent t+ 

juftify a fimilar conducl ; becaufe it was not acquiefced in, but remen- 

Jlrated againft, by the boufe of reprefentatives ; and becaufe it was not 

founded on the only reafon, on which the prerogative of the crown com 

bejufily founded, the good of the community . 

In Governor Belcher's time, when in confequence of infiruQions he re* 
moved the general court to Salijbury, the removal was, "for the. mart 
convenient carrying into execution a commijfion for fettling the line be* 
t'ween this province and New Hampjbire" 

Here convenience was the reafon for the removal. It was convenient 
that the affimblics of both provinces, which were then under the ad* 
minift ration of the jame governor, jhould be as near each ether as might 
he, for effecting the fetttment of the line bitween the two provinces % 
audit was not only convenient, but the general good ef both required fuch 
ajetthment. 

So long as prerogative is exercifed for the real good of the community, 
jojubicb the community , mufi fed and will always acknowledge, it it Mr 
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dm txakiutd whether that exercife It ftriRly legat or nbt t but that 
cmjfioudees not takeaway J be right of examining* whenever prerogative 
is exereijtdfor adijferentpurpoje* 

In the prejent caje, when every reafon, arifingfrom convenience t f aft* 
ty, and utility, demonftrates and urges the fitnejs of the court's fitting 
at \Boftoh, tie convening and keeping it eljewhere, contrary to the mind 
of the t<wo houfes, and i he province in general, we humify apprehend is 
an.exerdfc tf the prerogative, if not againfi Uvj 9 yet certainly, agmnft 
ancient ufage, and unwarranted by tpe. reafon which f upper ts alt pre- 
rogative, namely, th* public good* ■■" . ' 

" We arefenfible the governor is fervant of the king, and by bis com" 
mij/ion is to govern the province according to charter, and according to 
fudh inftruHions as he frail from time to time receive from the king.* 9 
Thvfe in fir unions however muft be underftood to be Juch as do not militate 
with, or in any degree, vacate the charter, otherwife the charter, would 
be annihilable at pleafure ; from whence it would follow* that it neither A 
'was, nor is in the power of the crown to grant any charter whatever* 
vcfiing in the grantees any durable privileges, much lefs Juch as are 
granted fa the charter of this province, which are perpetual. But wr 
hold it clear to be law, that the crown bad and bath fuch a power: 
and it' is equally clear* that their late majefties king William and Queen 
Mary, for themfelves, their heirs, andjucceffors, did, by their charter, 
in the third'year of their reign, grant to the inhabitants of this province* 
ana* to their Jucceffors thenceforth for ever, all the powers and privileges 
in the /aid charter menthned* one of which is* that the governor for . 
the Utne being jhall convene, adjourn, prorogue, and difjolve the general 
court, lets in the two claufes above quoted; Which claufes, for the rea- 
font afore/aid, we humbly apprehend veft in the governor for the be- 
nefit of the faid inhabitants an exclufive right for thoje purpofes : and 
therefore that no inftruSions can fuperfede or contreuL that right, which 
is a beneficiary grant to the people, without injuring them, and fo far 
vacating the charter.— Your honour has objerved veryjufily, " that 
lis suajefiy never intended his inftru&ons Jhould fuperfede or contrbul the 
, iawf* This is and muft be true alfo with refpe£ to the charter : be- 
caufe it is the great law of the confiitution, and is the foundation of all 
the laws in the province , and befaufe his majefty isjufi, has a paternal 
afifedion for his people ; and never intended his inftru&ions Jhould fub* \ 
je£ them to dny unnecejfary inconvenience* much Itf infringe their 
rights. 

We therefore, earnefily reqneft, that for his majefifs fervice the eafe 
and happinefs of your honour's adminifiration* the convenience of the 
general court, the utility and fatisfaftion of the province in general, in 
purfuanfe of the intention andfpirit of divers aits and laws of the pro-' 
vince, purfuant to the ufage (under, both charters) of more than a 
hundred years fiandueg ; but mere efpecially purfuant to the full and 
exclufive powers vefted in the governor by the prefent charter 9 yostr 
honour wtilpkaje to adjourn or prorogue the Great and General Court 
to its ancient and confiitutwud place, the town-houft in Bofton. 

POLITICAL 
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POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Jufy i. This day at a, little, alter one, on a, motion mad t by. his wirg > 
counsel, Mr. Almon appeared in the court of King's Bench at- Weft* . 
miafter hall, before Lord Chief Jujttce, Mansfield* Mr, Jufticc Wi,Ue*» 
and Mf. Julhce AfhurftY to receive judgment. Serjeant Glynn opened 
wife explaining the nature of Mr. Almond offence j and beginning to 
toiorclr on the evidence that convicted him, Lord Mansfield told him that 
if ke Uad'any thing to fay* in extenuation of Mr. Almon, he had not the 
leaft abjection to heal" it, but that he could not allow him to enter into the 
evidence*. The Serjeant informed his Lordthip that he had much to fay 
in extenuation of his client} fo much, that if he had any guilt at all, -ic 
was of the lightejft nature. He repeated to the court the crrcuraftance of 
Mr. Almon v s having (lopped the tale of the pamphlets as icon as he dif- 
covered they contained Junius's letter^ that his name was inferted on the , 
wrapper without his privity or confent, and that it was accidentally fold 
in the common courfe of his buuncfaj as a proof of which) he had very 
ftrong affidavits to produce, the one Mr. Almon's own, a feebnd Mr. . 
Millefs, (the original publisher of the pamphlet) a third by Mr. Dilly, 
a bookfeller in the Poultry, and a fourth by Robert Morris, Efqj of Lini 
colnViun, each feveraUy and effentially tending to clear Mr. Almon of 
any criminal int**tion\ he faid he hoped the court would not think of a 
fevere punifliraent, as if that was to.be the canfequence of. a proibcutioa 
and conviction of this kind, when the guilt was. attended with fuch alle- 
viating circumftances, the exerxifing the trade of a bookfeller would be>. 
extremely ^hazardous} and if more than a nominal punilhment was in-. 
fli£tfe6^ the beft advice he could give the bookfeiiers and. publishers would 
be, to' fliut un their mqps'. Lord Mansfield defiring the affidavits might 
be N read',Hhe clerk of ttie Court immediately read them. ^ 

Mr.- AlmonV (which was firft. read) depofed, that upon his feeing his 
name, to -the pamphlet, he immediately fent a letter to Miller, reprimand* 
lng-hiw for making ufe of it, and forbidding him to ufe it in future to> 
th*£p.ublicatk>n. , . • , • m 

Mr* Miller's depofitfon declared, that Mr. Almon had no concern 
whatfoever in inferring, or caufing to be inferted, that letter in the.Lon- 
dop Mufeum : that he had put Mr. Almon's name to. it, becaufc he knew, 
that many people of fafliion, and numbers of the nobility, frequented 
his (hop} and that it is ufual for the bookfeiiers to add to their.boqks, &c. 
the names of fuch other bookfeiiers as appear moft likely to fell them : 
that 'he put Mr. Almon's name to the London Mufeura, agreeable to 
thiscuftom, without a(king his leave} and that he alio fent the books to 
him. 

The. affidavit of Mr. Edward Dilly was. next read, and. he depofed, 
that the above practice of putting other bookfeiiers names to, and 
fending thepi books or pamphlets, to, fell, was common and ufual. in the 
trade, 




cljjredj 
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lettery and that Mr. A*mon faid he had it not. 

Mr. Serjeant Glynn mentioned as a further proof -of his. client's inno- 
cence, that Mr. Morris was.a friend of. Miv Almon's, and that Mf. A*- 
nion^ouldnot fuppefe a gentleman, of Mr. Moorse'e. rank >an£.chara&er- . 
came to his. &o# .with, a fiffign.to inform,. agaihft bin** hi* ffefaung 
to fell the MiUeum therefore was a plain proof that . he bad returned 
them. * ' , 

Vol. VII. P £<»4 
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Lord Nfettsfeld obftrved that there *as fome 4&& m tfi* aA&tfllsv 
none of tnem tt^hfidhingthe Recife time* of Mr. Almon' t rettf Jnfag tfc* 
pamphlet*; M Miller, ©rftbpping the fale of them it m> (hop} -he recom- 
mended this therefore td lite rWpliid; a* Minting would oftly' create Sfefl. ' 
picion, ami leave more *oom for*" mppo&ion 'of ^oilt man it wlrt J>dffibkr 
for the real truth to ktip\ft he declared he meftttonecf tTiis felety for the 
lake of clearing the' defendant Almon* wbodire&ly informed A* 'court' . 
that when the magazines, &c. came into his mop, he *tfas tkkkt 1 nctae? 
but on hi* return, he, from motives of ctirioiltjr, aB-well 'a* dtierirea&k?, 
looked over each, ami immediately ordered his" fcr*aifl! to leli m*nc~tbat 
had JuriraVs letter in, and that to thebeft'of his memdry tmVfale of >i:bo 
London Mufeuift was ftopjted fome rmfe on the* day of publication* ikvd 
Mansfield then recommended to Serjefcnt 1 Glynn to 1 amend tne affidavits* 
and bring the defendant up again, unlefe my defired mftaht fuc?gttietir> 
CH* ebfifeqwence of which they all knew, a* he muft immediately comMt 
htm. • ' ' ' 

His Lordfliipf alked the Solicitor General if Miller had arty profecution 
again ft him, and being answered in the affirmative, declared he wondered* 
at* their bringing Almon up for judgment before the Other informations 
were tried, and advifed it to be poftponed, pending the lifiie of the in- 
tended profecutions, as no man mould be punimed farther than his pecu- 
liar degree of guilt, and fome one might be found more immediately cri- 
minal than Almon j that if thexbuniel for Almon chofc it, -the court 
would not confider him as being brought for judgqient that day, but 
would give judgment any future time that the counfel on either Vide would 
routualfv appoint. ' . , 

Mr. tee atfo ipoke for Mr. Almon, but as no arguments w^rjf.eiitired 
into, it was not in the power of the counfel on either fide t6 ek^rff^eir 
abilities, the bufinefs of the day being mere matter of -'fofta, exehrlfre of 
the opening fpeech of Mr. Serjeant Glynn, in which allllie ufe of abi- 
lity that could be made on fuch an ocoanon was exerted by the Vfcry able 
Serjeant* '-' ..«•*•• 

July 5. This day at one o'clock tfte Common Council met at Guild* ' 
h&ll according to a fttmmons fdr that purpofe. The mother of the city, with 
fim>e of her goffips the elderwmneti) did not ohtife to attend upon thus occa- " 
libit, butabwfirted themfelves, it is faid, by agreement at a prfevibuS'meet- ' 
ii»* It is only female malice that extends beyond the grave.' The Re- 
corder, who, in defiance of his oath, not only neglected, but refufed 
formally to attend the late Lord Mayor on the moflr folemh occafiom>, ae- 
cdmpatvies very chearfully his friend Mr. Trecdthick; however hbdid 
0oti «irfuaL attempt to obftruft me prefent bwfmefs, digeftm£*hi$' mor- 
tification in hlence. The Livery in general wifti that Mr* Recorded wouM 
confine hfmfelf to his attendance in public; or that he would riot m his 
private vifits to the prefent Lord Mayor give his advice ;' or "at leaft 'that 
hi* Lordftiip would not be fwayed by his private friendship to^fofiow ft, 
diftinguifhing good fort of men. into two clafles, and not fuppbfinff : their ' 
public conduct to T be of no conference to their cha?ac>ers. •' '• ' •* 

* MrV Bellas laid, that as it had always been culbontary to iffcw fome J 
mark of reipeft to the Lord Mayor on the expiration o* his oftide, if he 
had exercifed it well, he thought the greateft refpeft and gratitude were 
due -to Mr. Beekfordj that he admired the- whole of Mr. BetkftmTs 
oublk condtfcV'but especially that part of it which- Related td th^Kembrl- * 
Jrranees of the City ot London, and in that particularly &is mTcreef, Jtrft, 
relpeclfut and animated anfwer to his Majefty ; he thert;f^eVnove<that ; a 
ftaftue fheuld be decreed to hbu. for that acl> though he had fo well deferred 
it for fi> many others, ... .. 1 ...:, 

L. . '. -He' 



( «7 ) 

^IkiMMlp JMftttttjoa, that the, ftatue <b<*>ld be placed m <5uMittJl 
oypofce, fa buffings, that future Mayors may be in#m£Ud by J*s awful 
£gurcv aj*d call ,to mind- Us aeal and fpirkin.thei* fervkej that the Rc~ 
n^ftrancc iheuJd be in his hand, tad ike 4p*eca to his. Majefty irfcrftod 
ojv.tfce pedeftal. He remised, the ,ConHnc* Council of the obligationa 
j^CTttaMo Sir Robert tadtaoke, wbofe motion- toceafure Mr. Beckfocd 
ha^><^t)b^avft that thcrrfwre they would not 

t>e,a*.a lo/s far a genuine co|>y. 
,?,&to.,BeUa«rW** fecondcd by Mr. Beardmore*. 
rMkv»8*rw,«kiPfei not to oppofe the motion, he fud, but only ta delay 
a<lecifion.on;;the motion* However the queftion wa* put and -carried 
wi&opjy W* diflentiog voice, Mr* Watto % Mr. 3fa&» /Halts, one of Har* 
Jey'a (^mon-Councilmcn of Portfoken ward. A committee was then 
agfPMtted of fix Aldermen and twelve Common Councilmcn, to cany into 
^cecMMon thjs or4ei of Common-council, with a power to draw on the 
Chamberlain for one thoufand pounds. The committee were, 
,. ; Aldermen* Mr. Deputy Alnutt 

..,•-• Sir William Smphenfon . Mr . Deputy Judd . 
, . Wr* Cromy , MfcBeJla* 

M*. Peers, . Mr. Beardmore 

..> Mi*. Wilkes* Mr, Fieeroan 

. ,, Mr. Townfeiid Mr. Bifliop 

. Mr. Sawbridge . . . Mr. Shove 

~ .. Common-CouacilmeB, Mr. George Maynard 

. , , Mr. Deputy. CocMcdgc Mr. Gorft 

Mr. Deputy Eafton 
•Though Mr. Trecothick did not, aa be was defired, infert in the fum* 
itMS)s>fbe Special buGnefs, yet the Common Council would not fuffer any 
thing <elfe to comeon.at the fame time with this. . 

July \%. This corning came on at Guildhall the ele&ion of amem- 
4m9t, of parliament far the City of London, in the room of the Right Hon* 
William Beckford, deceafed. The Livery in the hall were very mime- 
foj}*., . Jhe Locd Mayor did not attend, and the only Aldermen prefent . 
WSte. the Sheriff* Townfend and Sawbridge, Sir William Stephenfon, 
Mr. Wilkes, and Mr. Oliver. At a quarter of an hour Wore twelve, 
Mr. Richard Oliver came on the huffing*, and was faluted by thecheadul 
flouts of every one prefent. The court of buffings for the ele&ion was 
. opened by the Sheriffs, with the ufnal proclamation?, at one minute before 
twelve* After which the writ was read by the Secondary. The Sheriffs 
were then fwprn, and the aft of a 8 George H. was" read by the Secondary. 
Tfcefe ceremonies being ended, the Secondary, according to cuftoro* pro- 
pojed feverally each of the Aldermen who are not Members of Parlia- 
ment, which gave an opportunity to the Livery to diftinguiu their friends 
. ]fron> their foe* by th«ir different reception. The Aldermen whofe*anNS 
were favourably received, were Sir Charle»A^ lll > Mr. Bridgen, and Sir 
jyilliam Stephenfon. ■ The following were received without any marks of 
cenfure or applauic, Sir Robert Kite, Mr* Peers, Mr. Kirkman* and Mr. 
Bird. Jiffies were very plentifully bellowed on Mr. AMbp, Mr. Turner, 
Mr! Haltfax, Mr. Shakefpeare, Sir James Efdaile, Mr. JUnnet, Mr. 
Plumb t but the groans and howls which iffued at the names or' SirHcosy 
Bankcs, Mr. Narti, and Mr- Router* can be expueffed no where i>ut in 
Guildhall* nor imagined by any perfon who have not heard them. Sir 
Robert Ladbroke, Sv Richard Qlyn, Mr. Harley, Mr. Trecotbick, Mr. 
profby, and the two Sheriffs Townfend and Sawbridge, being in parlia- 
ment, were not nominated $ and the Secondary read a paper,' wJjiph.be 
reived from Mr. Wilkes, in thefe words—" Mr. Alderman, Wilkea 
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,give« this notice lo tfce Secondary, that he considers hiirtftlf as <mt ©f the 

I legal Members for the (jfcunty of Middtefex, and therefore that he w*ll 

not fufler his name to be in,thetift of thofe Aldermen, who, acooDdmgto 

"cttftom, are put in nomination as candidates torepre&nt the City of Lon- 

• don in parliament." At the reading of this paper there was a lotfgcdn- 
1 tinued lhout. At length the. Secondary read -the nomination of Richard 
.♦•Oliver, Efq; Citizen and Draper, which was figned by John Skeye, Bf^j 

and Mr. George Bellas. Every hand in the hall was held up for. Mr, 
Oliver, and as foon as the. acclamation ceafedy and filence could once more 
be obtained, Mr/ Oliver was . declared by the Sheriff* to'be duly elected 

• Reprefentai ive for the City of London . The acclamations - w^re then re- 
peated; rafter which Mr- Oliver came forward* and addfefted the Lively 

tin the following words; . - * 

" FAVOURED as I have been, and now honoured by yois, Gen- 

'ttemen of the Livery, my words cannot- fufticiently exprefs ray fenttmeifts 
of gratitude for your early and as yet unmerited confidence repofcd in-rfie 
by the choice .you have -ananimoufly made of the as your Reprefentativo 
in Parliament. .To. your general and warm. fiipport it is owing that I 
have not had an opponent; and this circumftance is moft pleafing to me, 
becaufe improves that your fpirit is not to be influenced or over-ruled 
whenever you think proper to unite in the free exertife of yoar rights. 

" I wifli, Gentlemen, that I had already given you any proofs that I 
fliall not abufe the truft you have placed in me; but as.I have not yet fat 
in parliament, accept my aflurances at prefent, that I will ever confider 
myfelf as deputed by you for- your benefit, and not for my own advan- 
tage : That as, in the courfe of my life I never have received' or defined, 
46, whether I'haye'die honour to continue an Alderman and Repieientimve 

• «of this City or not, I never wiil accept, ^directly or indirectly, ettHer, 
place, penfion, emolument, contract or* gratification of any kind whatever, 
from the^ Crown and its 'Minifters. My ftde motives f of 'public conduct 

.'Shall be the advancement ' of the public welfare, and the reafonable honeft 
'hope of your approbation, free from every other influence or confidera- 
tion* I mall be obedient to the inftru&ions you have z right to give ?to 
the fervants you appoint. . I will contribute ray fliare in any manner *to 
render juttice to the Freeholders of Middlesex, and in them- to all the 
other counties and boroughs in Great Britain, for the injury they 'have ail 
received -by being unlawfully and moft dangeroufly deprived of a Repre> 
fentative in Parliament, who has been duly and repeatedly elected by tWe 
who alone have and ought tohave the right of election. I am confident, 
Gentlemen, that your only fecurity again ft the abufe of that power, 
which you intruft to your Reprefentatives, muft b? a frequent appeal to 
You by morteningthe duration of Parliament: By an effective, not a nu- 
gatory praee and »penfibn bill: By ah adequate and true reprefentatlbn 
throughout the kingdom. For either and all of thefe fecurities to the peo- 
ple my vote mail nioft v ehearfully be given, andi;iy endeavours moft ftre- 
nuouily employed whenever the happy time comes (and through the peri 
fevering virtue of you, my fellow Citizens, it'muft come) that thefe efleh- 
tial points can be obtamed.— -I will ufe my utmoft endeavours to remove 
the )uft complaints of America, which operate to your prefent difadvan- 
tage in a commercial connexion, as well as in a political view; for. the 
fame fyftem of injuftice and defppfifm, if eftablkhed againft the Ameri- 
cans, will beexerciied towards you; and the principles of fair govern - 
tneat forbid that they mould be taxed without reprefentation, . as~muda. as 
that thepeople of this Country mould pay taxes to which, or to the con- 
tinuance of which they have not contented, • '■ 
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*fc I'Wiil endeavour, gentlemen, to the ttwioft of njy abilities to aft up 
to the ftation in which you have placed me.~ My life will fee happily em- 
ployed if I (hall ever be able to render you fervices in any meafure equal to 
thofeof your late much-lamented Reprefentative, whofe memory will be 
dear to roe, as it is to every good Citizen ; but though I fhould fail tn 
thefenvHhes* I can at leafttoromife you in full confidence that I will equal 
him in the integrity of his heart, and in the independence of his fpirit." 
* ■ This is fupoofed to be the firft time that ever a new Member was elecled 
for London without opposition. The Livery' were exceedingly judicious 
in -the different proportion's of cenfure and applaufe which tney beftowid 
on their Aldermen* and appear to be well informed of their public con- 
duct. Many Ladies were in the galleries to fee the ceremony. During 
the forms of Election many notes and mefTages paffed between the Sheriff* 
Mid the Lord- Mayor who 'did not attend: The Lord-Mayor had apr 
pointed one o'clock for the BleSHon to come on— but forgot to give any 
notice to'the Sheriffs, or to the Candidate ; the oraiflion of which com- 
< mon- aft qf -politenefs by the Lord-Mayor prevented the Candidate it is 
fuppofed from giving notice of the time in his advertiiement to the Li- 
very: by which means many of' the Livery attended fo early as ten 
o'clock. Some have attributed the conduct of the Lord-Mayor to ihe 
advice of his friend Mr* 'Recorder, Whpfe opinion and directions he is 
know to pay the greatest regard to 5 but it cannot be fuppofed that Mr, 
Recorder ihould be Co ignorant as not to know that the Election for Mera» 
bers differs from the other flections in the city, by exprefs aft of parlia- 
ment, and belongs foiely to the Sheriffs 5 betides, had it been otherwise, 
the Lord-Mayor fhouid have given notice to the Sheriffs that they might . 
know 'when to attend him : It" is, therefore, candid to fuppofe that Mr, 
Treeothiek was only guilty of miftake and ihattention. 

July it. This morning about nine o'clock, came on before Lord 
Mansfield. and a Special Jury, the trial of Mr. Miller, for republifiiihg 
JUNiw&'s Letter to the King, in December laft, in the London Evening 
PofL Only feven of the fpecial jury attending, the defendant's attorney ? 
Mr. Beardmore, ' complained to the Court of the fummonfes not being 
iifuedin proper time \ and that to his certain knowledge, no fummonfes 
were delivered yefterday at twelve o'clock. The Court allowed the com- 
print to be juft, but took no farther notice of it, and five talefmen or 
icommon jury, were immediately taken out of the box 5 whea the jury 
were fworn as follows : 

SPECIAL. 

Samuel Athawes, of St. Martin's lane, 

Henry Voyfey, Clement's lane. 

Joleph Lancafter, Green Lettice lane. 

William Gill, Abchurch lane. 

John WhitmoTe, Lawrence Poultney lane, 

Jofhna Redfhaw, St. Peter lePoor. 

William Devifrne, Bartholomew lane. , ' 

TALESMEN. 

William Cave* of Farrragdon Without. 

Williani Waller, Bifhopfgate Within. 

George Moore, of Farringdon Without. 

jofhua Woodward, Bifhopfgate. 

Richard Ayres, Farringdon Without. ' 
Mr. Walker read the information, which being finifhed, Mr. Solicitor 
General got up, the Attorney General not being iri Court, although hf 
at prefent is not ill ; wc are therefore at a Idfs to know to what caufe we 
fhouid attribute his abfence; whether we are to call it, remiffnefs in the 
duty of his office, or tyhether we are to;fuppofe hf ponceivpd the managing 

w ' ' the 
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^wcfeup^f J^ion^,«^ift the jusntesstuit at the dirty text of «*e#icer * 
aod though , that bold Thurloe could djg through a dunghill wtfh gifettr 
dtxteritj o* tuWugjth.of han^d, and with lefs affenqe tp hi»nofe thanta. 
could. , #1; tetfaMt niay, the; Spllicitor General was kft tft -flounder by- 
himfelf , .and in fo myi plriq <w<>r<& (a v faveurite ph*afe of, the SftH«#»r * 
General'*) we mull aJJoNY he did all in his power for th$ par t*he took* ttfc ■ 
let o^twjth teftpwing a plentiful fhpwer, of" fuch epithets as "impudent* , 
malicious, Scandalous,, andfeditious," on the. letter, in qi^ftion»i atteibptt . 
ing to prejudice tfre jury againft the defendant j, declaring that th* fttW« ' 
«w*s meaiuaAa pcribnal libel on* the, JKjngi #ut l\is;periQO ought W&e 
tawed, and every attempt .to vihfy and traduce Jus chara&ex,* fftsukM*< 
pvmiihed ; he pointed out feveral paflage.*,, which* hi* (aid, w« finplari^ 
cbnoxious, particularly that which mentioned. Ireland and th* GtJoroefcj , 
lue endeavoured to vindicate Lord Townihend, a* well, as, the conduct of 
adnuniitration, witfe regard to America ; averting that, he wdndfted* in 
the profceutions already tried on the fame fubjocV the counfel for the de- 
fendants had never attempted to enter upon any. particular <paiTag«$» and 
reltify ue paper, 5 which iilen,ce- he looked upon as a fuflkient; acknow- 
ledgment of its criminality, on their fide* that hexould notpoflihiy.f«ppQfe, ' 
that any lawyer either had, or could ferhmfiy wean to defend the paper, 
and declare the publication of it was innocent* He concluded Jus ipefceh 
(which was as elaborate, and drudged through with as much' foUgwe^arot' 
fweating as we ever remember to have feen) withfon^thiag thatrH>ujwkd 
very like a menace of. perjury to the ju*y, i£ they did not bring the Be- • 
fendant in guilty. < .,* ,-.<•. ~> ^ .-h»x.; 

• Mr. Wallace next examined 0|e witnefles, who werrNa&a*feliC«wr- 
der* wfco proved the buying the paper at Mr, .Millers, <a»4 Ritbt^THairw 
of the Stamp -office, who proved Mr.. MiHer'a •. having >fri{k for. ftamps, 
and the duty on advertisements occa^onaUy^— The p^lkatip ft- (beitg here- 
by fufticiently (hewn, Mr. Serjeant Glynn, »ofe ascouafeJ Jba&fcdeifth- 
dant, he began with deplaring,. that as to what the JeaTBed eOnntiiiiad 
faid, that no lawyer could yfcnfl^. defend , the ^ hft had fce«i« cAuntei 
feu*, the Defendants in the former trial*, when a* had -ftrifqfatfuiA did 
now molt ffrioufly and folemnfy defend the paper, ,.wh»ch . fei- tfawt W «mt 
conuder as a libel on the perfon of the King{ that the charge in 'the in* ' 
formation was a general charge, . he had therefore g«ne ^ general ^rvppn 
thefubjeft jwatter of it in his fpeechcsj that particular paffages faa& rtow 
been pointed otit, which in his opinion made moft ibonjrly for bis client, 
as they certainly reflected honour on the King, whofe perlonal virtues were- 
uniformly acknowledged, and particularly enforced throughout the paper $ 
that it was commonly accidental to all. princes tobefuiTounded by flatterer* 
and bad mini iters, who prevented the truth from coming to -the- throne $ 
the paper, he faid, was written with a glow* of warmth, and what ap- 
peared mod violent was but the effect of the writer's fears of what.migiit: 
happen from a' continuation of\ the then meaiures of ffQveromentj both 
the. writer and the publishers therefore had but. obeyed their duty,- as good 
chisens and iubjects to warn their neighbours of thair dangerby an open and 
free publication of the author's opinion-— •— he did not compkin himfel£ 
of the non-attendance of the fpepial jurjc it was funicicnt to him that the 
jury was cempofed of Citizens of hondoi\ x who would* -he doubted mrtj 
properly confmertl^irownrTOwer and authority. $ who woijld join with htm, 
that in this, as well as in all criounai caufes,k wasReceffary that feme proof 
of a malignant and wicked intention ihould be given j it did! not' matter 
what others had aflerted, piries were, in his mind, Judges, of. /awaa-w^ll 
as jfaf? j they. were in times of danger the afylum of the people, thc/«c- 
ctiftomed refuge for them to fly to^ thej had .been fo formerly, and flight. 
\y fo. again ; he urged the impprtance oi* jhepreiept cafe, and hoped 
■••'.• : j • •• they 



( «t ) 

th«ywetiMexercife their* power as conftituttonaf Jn^cs, ahdgivea fimple, 
intelligible, and explicit yerdift : by doing otherwife, he declared, thty 
w&ukfc defert their duty and betray the trull repofed in them ; hrs learned 
opponent' hid t&boured hard to convince the jury the letter 1 .was" libellous 9 
but a* the 1 Anuendoes'in the information had riot been proved, they being 
taken wfaf the information amounted to nothing criminal 5 he therefore 
fat down stfufceri that the jtaiy upon reading the letter carefully, upon 
judging deliberately, and candidly confidering the whole ftatc of the cafe r 
Would acquit the Defendant. : •• ■ * 

' Ms. Davenport, iht other counfel for Mr. Miller, (poke next ; lie faid 
he entirely ooincidtd with the fentiments of the learned Serjeant, but he 
had hoped, the Counfbl oh the other iide would in their arguments have 
defined k*e nature of a fibeF? that he fhdold have been inftru&ed what hi t 
their opinion' Was • or was not libellous 3 he declared the giving the Attor* J 
ney General powerdi&tetionally to file informations againft the fcbjeft, 
wal an enormous encroachment on the liberty of the peonfe, ' and ought t» 
rfiwe died with the Star* Chamber $ that at prefent, when the Attorney 
General* ott of the luxuriant)' fcf his fancy, or the intemperahce of hir 
zefrl* Atousghtproperi he might itoe thefe informations, for the ntOiMritiing 
canto* that in the mftiuiee before tHmi, had there been a neceffifcy for 
ptofteotion, the mode Would 4 have been the cuftomary one, by indi&ment, 
which w*uidhave<ome tinder the* cognizance of the Grand Jury, jfod they 
weald have proceeded by affidavit, &c. but that the profecutions now 
cartyirtg on, ieemed totally unwarrantable, and without airy juft authority i 
hei'aid, 'twas cu ft omary for a bad Miniftcr to fcreen mrnlHf under the- 
wing of . Mfcjefty, from Whence Junius' s letter had juffhr drawn him 5 he 
next cked : the cafeofthe (even biihops, and concluded his fpeech with de- 
claring bfo expectations, that the jury would, if they afted according tar 
themtdsfitacs^ their 'conferences, acquit his client. 

Tbfc^ioitofe General replied (although we hear it is not ufual when* 
therDeitffidaiitcalr&noWitnefles) endeavouring to overthrow the arguments' 
u&d?by the Serjeai* and Mr. Davenport; he declared, that the profecu- 
rfon then trying before the court was filed, according to law, and accor- 
ding to cuftom, officially by the Attorney General, a man of great abili- 
ties^ tatidftjilt honour -$ that the ac>of parliament authorizing fuch J?rac- 
ticjrwas made fin«eth^ Revolution, and that therefore the Attorney Geae-' 
ral hada&ed according to a law formally and regularly inftituted j he then' 
recapitulated this i^eecft in the opening of the trial, repeating the fenfcences 
had before called obnoxious declaring that he had before mgerruOufly ftated 
them, and that ashe could not alter ms opinion of the whole being highly 
liheikiM of the King personally, he hoped, thexefore, they would firing the 
Defendant in Guilty. ■ 

£oul .MantncUPfr charge to the jury wa3 certainly an ingenious one, as 
his lardmip ctelivered a do&rinc totally new (at lead it appears fb to us) he;. 
told thera;that the raft of- publication was-bne and a material point under 
taeH^oafrienition, fend the tenor of the information was the other, that the 
words fcand*M>usy>fcditious, kc. were inferences of law drawn from the 
lubje&raatter of the informtitren, and were not under their cognizance; 
that ii Jtlky thought the publication proved, and agreed to the tenor of the 
paper* us< put on: it in the information, viz. that the blanks were properly 
tilted up/ they would do right to find a general verdict and bring mm to 
gaiky, that by fo doing they would not make the libel, as, if the law did 
acctoid itT libellous* judgment would not pafs upon it. 

The jurywfetit out at twelve. 

As koalas the jury went out, Mr* Baldwin's trial came on for the Tame 
al Wg^t ofrence* The jury were $ w 

6 P !*• 
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Edward Green -of Cullum-ftreet. 
John Walter, Fenchurch budding*. 
John Htitchinfon* Fenchurch-nVeet. . 
George Wheatley, St. Clement's-lane. 
Benjamin Winrhropj LawrcaioePoult«ey-Jt««*< • • 
Thomas Wilkmfon, Lawrence Poultney-lane. 
Thomas Cock, jLothbury. 

COMMON JURY. : 

William Benfon* James Fergufon* 

William Hamilton. Thomas Brown. 

William Pyke* 
The procefs being the fame, we fhall forbear reciting it, • onty take 
notice, that the Solicitor General again jogged on through hnt former ar- 
guments, without attempting any thing roore than info many plain words, 
abufwg the publisher and author, siting, the faying of a great man, who 
declared, " He wiftied to have an enemy without an accufer," and com- 
paring Junius eo a private enemy, who had not the (pint to turn an open 
public accufer, but had, (talking under aroaft, in/& punty'mfudmt words t 
vilified and traduced. the King ptirfonalry. 

The fame evidence were.caLkd and examiaod to prove the publication, 
as had given witnefspn the prior: trial * but one gentleman of the Jury, 
not thinking the proof fufficient, defirct] Mr. "Baldwin's fervant might be 
examined, but not being prefect he was not fworm 

Serjeant Glynn was animated, nervous, and fpkited in his fpteeh, firm~ 
ry declaring* that notwithftanding more highly rationed lawyers thougfit 
otberwife, he mould never be.aihamed to own, or have it. known, that it 
was his opinion, that Juries were judges of Law as well as Fa&. 

Mr. Cox (poke next for the Pefendant, he obierved, that Tome words 
might be mifapplied in the information, as M— y might mean Mini/fry 
as well Majt/fyy and that King Chatles in the information was feidtoinean 
Charles the firft whereas it might be intended for Charles the fecond,* and 
in that cafe the information fell to the ground, as many thing? might, with 
the utmoft juftice be faid of the miniftry, which it would be dangerous 
and wrong to fay of the King, and as to the fecond matter the diffe- 
rence entirely took, away the criminal application pot upon it in the 
information. ; 

The Soil icitor General replied in a more lame, though a. more laborious 
jpeech than his others. Lord Mansfield gave his charge nearly jas* before, 
telling the jury, he did not think them judges of law, but he concluded 
wijth faying, that they might certainly bring in what verdift they pleaftd, 
as he fhould not afk them any quedions, after they had given* it. 

The fury went out of court at throe- o'clock, -and in the evening hath 
juries came out of their rooms, the fecond at four, and the other at &ren\ 
o clock, and fever ally waited on Lord Mansfield, at his houie in Bloomf- 
bury fquare : 

Where, notwithstanding the influence of - the verdict 'on Alrnon's trial,- 
potwithftanding the laboricus and arduous manner in which the SoJlicioor 
General endeavoured to prejudice them againft. the defendants ; and laftly 
nctwithrhmdingthe charges, fo fcrangejy worded, and given . with fuch an 
air of authority from the bench, the two Juries with the {jarit of Engttfh- 
men, and with the caution i'o neceflary to thofe in whofe hands the freedom 
and property of the firbj«& is placed,: to .their own inttnortal; honour, end 
to the entire fatisfaclion of all good men, gave. their fBr«b& NOT 
GUILrXY. 

• .:»:.- AN 
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Am IMPARTIAL REVIEW of 

POLITICAL WORKS. 

Additional Qbftrvation* to ajbort Narrative of the horrid Majfacn 
tn Bofton. Printeiby order of the Town. 

THESE additional obfervatiotts form a Supplement to the 
narrative, the copies of which were lent off in a hurry 
from Bofton, and it afterwards was found expedient to add 
thefe few pages to compkat it. See our laft number, p« 54. 

THE conduct of the cuftom-houfe officers finer toe fifth 
of March, is the chief fubjeft of thefe observations, which are 
judicious and appear to be founded on fads. 

It is remarked that thefe officers have not held a board 
fince the 9th of March, whereas from their firft eftablifhment 
they held their boards regularly four times a week, till they 
retired on board the'Romney man of War, and from thence 
to the caftle — From their eftablifhment in Bofton, No- 
vember 1768, to the 5th March 1776, they held their boards 
in the fame regular manner ; but from the ninth of that 
month to this time th^y have not aflembled. Mr. Robinfon 
is lrkewife gone for England, and on the whole, there is all 
the reafon in the world to conclude, that this conduct is 
meant to inflame the miniftry aga*nft the town, and to repre- 
sent it to be in fuch a ftate, that they cannot fafely do their 
duty. 

By fome efcapes, as well as by what the circumftances 
above mentioned make probable, a pretty good judgment may 
be formed of the memorials and letters carried over by Mr. Ro- 
binfon.— -Such as, that the cuftom-houfe was attacked-~the 
revenue cheft in danger, but faved by the firing upon the 
mob. The king's troops compelled to leave the town — the 
comariffioners there obliged, for their fafety, to quit it alfo 
—the copfaruent tmpofltbility of their holding boards*— the 
detriment thence arifing to the revenue, and his majefty's fer~ 
vice— all government at an end, and the province in a ftate of 
rebellion. 

- To guard againfl. (uch a mifreprefentation of the ftate of 
public affairs, the. town have very prudently printed thefe 
observations, to demonftrate the falfehood of every one of the. 
fiippofed allegations againfl: the inhabitants. And they hum- 
bly hope,, that fuch reprefentations will not influence his 
: jnajefty,. to think unfavourably of his faithful fubjeiSb of (his 
province; and that hope is grounded upon their innocence, 
of which they have the higheft evidence in their own con- 
. Vol. VII. QL fcumfadii 



fcioitfiie& * and o$ Which (hey haw givea >{hiur adwfAries 
no other caafe to doubt, than what anfes from an opposition 
to their meafures.«*~Meafureft' not only rataou* to the pro- 
vince, bat detrimental to Gceat Britain, and deftruftive of 
die onion, and commercial intercourfe, which aught always 
to fubfift between her and her colonies. 
•. Having thus vindicated tbemfeives from all unjuft a/per* 
fions that have or may be caft on them by their enemies, 
they proceed to make lome remark* on the prefent and future 
ftatc of Great Britain and bar Colonies. They paint, out the 
foliy of changing the natural bent *>t genius of the Ameri- 
cans, which is turned to agriculture— by forcing them on 
manufa&urw.— They obfero* that they have within them- 
felves the means of tiving conveniently, if not elegantly, even 
if their communication wkh the reft of mankind were' wholly 
cut off^^nd though this wouU not be aa eligible ftate, yet 
Englifhmerr, 'born Up . inhejrjft freedom, would certainly pre- 
fer it, to the fievcry rw&eh ^he colonift^apprehend they are 
doomed to, by the measures that have been purfued by admi- 
niftration* 

: The advantages ftrifidg from tbe uapbftrucled, untied 
commerce of, t>e colonies with Gr^at Jitytaiq, is Jiltewife 
ftated, and thefe obferyatione, which we recommend to the 
perufal of all candid perfons, conclude thu s . ■■ » " thqr 
poffibly may not be unworthy the confid^otion of parliament, 
whofe wifdom will determine whether any revenue whatever, 
even the greateft l that America could poffibly produce, either 
without or wkh her good will, would compenftte the lofs of 
Aich wealth and power, or juftify mcafures that had the leafi 
tendency to bring them into hazard j or whether, for £uch a 
.revenue, it would be worth while to hazard even the pre- 
sent advantages, refalting to Great Britain from, union ant) 
harmony with the colonies. 

Confederations on the Expediency of admitting Reprefentathrfs 
' from the American Colonies into we Brhijh Houfe of Commons. 
ffvo. x j, B. White. 

THE unhappy difputes between the admtniftrators of go- 
vernment in Great Britain and the free inhabitants of 
North America, are become fo ferious, and their tendency, 
by the lone duration of the conteft without hopes of a recon- 
ciliation, fo fatal to the commercial interefts of both parties; 
{hat every attempt to point out the means of terminating the 
difference fubfifting between them, muft be confidered by 
their common friends in a light highly meritorious, though 
flie fuccefs (hould not be equal to the benevolence of the in- 
tention. 



tentkm. In the courfe of this unhappy quarrel fame irregu- 
larities have been committed bytbc Americans ; and the tnoft 
impolitic fteps have been taken fay the miniftry at home. The 
condu& on both fides has ferved to aggravate, not to appeafe 
the popular ferment, while every fcheme, fiiggefted by way 
of mediation between tbem, has been either totally negie&ed, 
or declared to be impra&ieable, through obftinacy and party 
prejudices. Every impartial perfon, however, muft allow 
that no propofal yet offered has carried the appearance of fo 
much candor and propriety as that of admitting the Ameri- 
cans to eled representatives t6 fit in the Britifh parliament. 
The fight of difpofing of their own property, confequently 
of voting the fupplies for the public fervice of the ftate, is 
undoubtedly one of the moft facred unalienable rights of the 
fubjefts of Great Britain wherever fituated, in all parts of 
her wide extended empire. It is therefore a juft complaint 
brought by the Americans againft the Britifh miniftry, that 
they want to levy taxes upon them without their confent, and 
without granting them even the power to examine into the 
expediency of the levies theypropofe to make in the colonies. 
Alarmed at fuch a ftretch of power, the people of New Eng- . 
land took fire and bravely flood forth the champions of their 
civil liberty ; they at firft modeftly reprefented the impropriety 
and bad policy of the meafure, but their petitions and memo- 
frials failing of fuccefs, partly through mifreprefentations at 
home, but more through the ridiculous obftinacy of admini- 
stration, in perfifting in a plan which muft finally ruin the 
commerce of the mother country with America, thefe fpirited 
people proceeded to a regular oppofition, attended indeed with 
feme irregularities which ought to have been avoided ; and 
this has produced, on the part of the miniftry at home, fuch 
orders and inftru&ions as have been the caufe of frefli troubles, 
and of fuch difagreements between the Servants of the crown 
both civil and military, and the inhabitants of Bofton in pw~ 
tkular ; that the fatal effefts of this mifunderftanding are 
likely tp be, the widening of the unhappy breach, and a total 
{(agnation of commerce, of the public affairs of the colony, 
and of the difpenfation of juftice. In this fituation of things, 
every expedient, fbould be ftudied, and every propofal that en- 
ters into t;he mind of the well-difpofed fhould be made known 
to the. public. We fhall therefore, with pleafure, make our 
j^acjers acquainted with the ftntiments of the author of the 
Q^nfiderajtians on tbf Expediency .of admitting Reprefentatives from 
4^€ Jnurican Colonies into the Britijh Houfe of Commons. After 
-having eftablifhed the authority of the Britifh parliament over 
Jhe. pplonifts on this bafis— — " That the fubje&s of the crown / 
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of.Qrcat Britain muft continue to be fojri every refpeft iri.HT 
parts of the wotld, while they live under the prote&foh 6F 
the«Britifli government, and obferving, that their erbflhijj 
the Atlantic with the king's licence, and fettling in America 
for the purpofes of trade, cannot affeft their legal fubj edtibn 
to the governing powers of the community to which they be* 

long," He mentions the hardfhip, and the inequality of 

the condition of the Americans to the fubjeflE at* home— ^if 
their property may be granted away by any affembly,' ho\^ 
great and refpe&able foever,' in the conftitution of which 
they are not permitted to take any part. For which' reafaii 
he propofes his mediating plan for terminating the preftnt 
di&grecable contefts with thefe our fellbw fubjeas. 

" A^bout fourfcore pcrfons might be admitted to fit >J ifi 
Parliament, as Members of the Common^ Houfe of Parlia- 
ment, for all the King's dominions in America, the tVeft 
Indies as well as North America; and their title might' be" 
th^t of Commijficners of the Colonies of America. This numbcf 
would be about four Members for each feparate Colony uport 
an average: but they (hould not all fend exa&Iy the fame 1 
number of Reprefentatives ; but fome fhould fend only tw'oi 
others four, others five or fix, and Pennfylvania perhaps 
eight:, the appointment of the numbers to be fent by each 
Colony being to be fettled by an aft of Parliament upon a 
due confideration of their extent, wealth, numbers of Inha- 
bitants, and contribution to the public expences of the na- 
tion. . 

* c Thefe Members fhould be permitted to fit in the Houfe 
of. Commons without having 300/. a year in land, or an'f 
other pecuniary qualification, as is allowed with refpeft to 
the; Scottifh Members, and thofe for the two univerfities of 
Oxford; and Cambridge. 

4< They fhould be chofen every year on a certain appoint- * 
ed day, which might be the firft of Auguft, by the Affem- * 
blics of the feveral Provinces for which they were to bef 
Cotnmiflioners. And this (hould be done of courfe, without 
thfJCing's writ of fummons. 

" On thefe occafions they fhould receive a commiffiori iri 
writing from their electors, exprefled, as near as may be, "in 
the/words of the writ of fummons, and confequently impow- 
ering them to,fit and vote in the Britifh Houfe of Commons, 
and confult with the King and the great men of the kingdotfi 1 • 
and the Commons of the lame in Parliament aflembled, upotr 
the -great affairs of the nation, and to confent, on the behalf * 
of the province for which they are chofen, to fuch things its' 
fhall be ordained in the Parliament, in all fuch meetings 

thereof 
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thtebFas'fliifll be hcilderi by the King, his heirs an d fu*W£ 
fors, from the day of their 'ele&ion until the- feme day m tttfe 
following year, and further untill fuCh time as another cbtrtf- 
imffion of the fame kind (hall be given : ty* the fald AfKrriMy 
cither to iheih or to other perfons in their fltad.'to reprefent 
the faid Province for another^yeaiy ancf fflaH be-produced and ' 
read in tlie Brrtifli Houfe of Common*. ' Tw6 or more ori- 
-gfnal corhmiffions of this 4 kind (hould be font over to England 
by difiereniflhips, in ord^r to guard againft accidents of tht 
fea: and there would be a moral certainty that at leaft one of 
them would always be in England before the firft day of No- 
vember. •• " 

" Further, though the authority of the Britiflr Parliament, 
cfpecially wh^n it &ould have been thus augmented by th£ 
admiflion of thefe Commiffioners from the American Colo- 
nics, ^mtrft be allowed to be fupreme and inconteftable, and 
all their afts of every kind muft be intitled, to univerfal obe* 
dience j yet, I conceive, it would be a' proper rule to be ob* 
ferved in prafUce and to be made a ftandirig order of both 
Houfes of Parliament, never to pafs any law, whether for 
impofing a tax or for regulating trade, or for any other 
parpdfe, whatsoever, lelating to any of the American Colo* 
nies, till one whole year after the firft reading of > the bill ; 
unlefs it be to renew fome expiring laws of great importance^ 
and of immediate and urgent neceffity, futh as the a£t for biU 
letting the King's troops, and perhaps fome few others, that 
might be fpecially excepted in the order. The bbfervation 
of this rule would give, the feveral Colonies that were likely* 
tofbe affefted by the intended law an opportunity of making 
proper reprefentations againft it, and would confequently be 
the means of preventing the Parliament from making injudi- 
cious laws, nof fuited to the condition of the Colonies, from 1 
want of proper information concerning th£m ; the danger of 
which is one of the principal reafons alledged by the A flier i^ 
can writers againft the expediency of the Britifh Parliament's 
undertaking to make laws for America. v 

" Laftly, this legiflative power of the 'Parliament fhobfd * 
be exercifed but feldom, and on occafions of great necelpjv 
Whatever related to the internal government of any particu- 
lar Colony (fuch as railing the neceflary taxes for the fup- 
port of its civil government, and pafling laws for building 
bridges, or churches, or barracks, or other public edifices; 
fcould be. left to the Governor and Affembly of that Colony 
totranfaft among themfelves, unlefs in cafes where the do- 
meftic. diffenfions of the Colony put a ftop to public bufinefs^ 
aad created a kind of neceffity for the interpofition, of the fe- 

prein$ 
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fm*lq&ltox*. But when- any gwirrsd tax was tobeim- 
ft** WMtWt V*,4mrifi*n Colonies for the fuAMft of « 
»W*» WWr, »th*r iiifib generajl purpofej or any new law 
***.*». be. m?a> to regulate the trade, of aU the CofaniM, or 
Jo.appoH* the m«hods by which debts owing fronube inhlbl 
toa^of «ae,Cej«ny to tbofe of another, or of Grea«- Britain. 
Hmii.\^ "^povCTpd ;.*r fp direc* the manner of brineiniBcri- 
PWWM*j*»ftwS»b;pjMTe fled f ron , one Cojony into LSier • 
•4 to (egfe the oiMMwr of quartering the King's troop* ia. the 

**' •*♦ C^l»y ;:JW4 contribute } or to fcttk the propor- 
tional values of different coins that fliould be madecWeent 
jn-tfc ftveraj Provinces! or to eflablHh a general paper-cur- 
xency throughput America j or. for any other general puroofc 
^at relates tofcve/a) Colonies} in tfaefe cafe, tie an^UVof 

Wsfled bond, of union- to all the various dominions of which 
thjs British empire i* i*ow cwnpofed." ' 

To this p^n *he ? mhor candidiy acknowledge, many. pfa. 
3e#i«n* may > made, the chief of . which he fairly ££ 
a»d endeavours to obvia* them } hqw far he ha, effeOed £5 
muft be left to the. judgment of our readers, but tbefwbjea 
being one of the moft intercfting that can be difc'uffed at kia 
time, we hope they will rather approve than othemife'our 
WFBd.ng , the.lyvowjedg* of hj* febeme, by .giving, the *S- 
f^alobje^ons.at.large, and his anfw«rs. ».««c*«n 

y". j» *** ^ P 1 ** 8 " h» been /aid, as an objeaiori to tho 
adm^flionof Repwfentattves from America into the BrittfK 
P*l.amenfc that when. Parliaments are to be convened o» a 
fcdden upon fcme #ea« ami unforeseen, emergency, ; there will 
not be tune to fend notice of fuch. meetings to the WimbI 
fo-that. their Members may attend. . '< wn *"««w* 

." T,hj« ©bje&ion; is removed in. the foreeoiac dan h» 
providing that itftall not be.nece&ry to feld the K*n^ 
writ of fiwmons aqrofrtbe Adamic Ocean every &£, a n? w 

Jd&A ^ - t efel every year on a certain day appoint? 
ed for that purpofe, to wit, the firA of Auguft. whether* 
Parliament is the* inbeing.or not, fo thaXy w*l I&* 
be .,eady to a«e.nd their duty.in Parliament w^verTJS 
Kmg thinks proper to call one. And if the Parliament /houE 
by a» extraordinary chance happen to fit for the difpaSh of 
bu^fe during the nerval between the end of the ^aTfor 
Wh*ch they are chofen^apd the arrival of *he next conLiffioiL 
Sll^'rftV*,**'™™ th *fir&of Auguft and aW 
tfc.frftof Qaober (whch.wpuld not happen once in ffi 
m#) the Colonies would not' be unrepreS e™ duSj 

•••"•.• that 
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'»■: that inrervsl, though the new dommtfioh wo6l<!1ta thth 2ft 
!aw fea j becattfe it is provided that the Commiffdners of the for* 
of' iner year (bould fit and vofce during fuch interval, or until the 
&•; arrival and publication of the new commlffioris; ' * 
»V * ** Another objeftion is, that it would be highly inconvenl- 
ri-j cnt(0 the R'eprefentatives fochofeh by the Colonies to be 
rj f forced to eh>fs the ocean twite a year, to'thtfhazard of ritejtf 
lie [ healths and lives, the lofs of a third part of their whole tim^; 
i- and theqonfequent negleft of their private affairs. 
r ■ * 4 • The anfwer is, that according to the foregoing plan they 
p may *be chofen in their abfence, and cortfequently need nor 
crofs the fea at all. By N this means alfo they may continue in 
t England the whole year, and be conftantly ready to give 
f their attendance at every meeting of Parliament that fliadi bp 
i calkd. ' ' > 

i w A third objeftion is, that it would be too great a bur- 

then of expence upon many of the Colonies, efpecially the 
Northern ones, to pay their Commiffioners fuch wages or fala- 
ries as would be neceffary to induce them to undertake thrf 
office, and to enable them to maintain a decent appearance 
in England as Members of the Britifll Parliament ; which 
could not well be lefs than iooo/. a year to each Commiffi- 
oner. : * 
J * 4 In anfwer to this objeftion, which is much more p!au- 
| fible than the former ones, it may be obferved in the firfl: 
place, that many of the American provinces, as, forinftancc, 
the Weft India iflands, the Carolinas, Virginia, Maryland,' 
I and Pennfyivania, could well enough afford this expfence.of a 
few thoufand pounds a year to reward the fervices of their 
Commiffioners. And, if they could afford it, it would cer- 
tainly be money extremely well laid out, and would be re- , 
turned to them with advantage by the zeal and activity with 
which their intereft would be fup ported in Parliament. 

.** And fecondly, thofe Colonies that could not afford the* 
expence would eafily find perfons who would undertake' 
thefe honourable employments without any pecuniary recom- 
pense/' * Thofe. proper perfons are here defcribed by the au- 
thor; " A fourth objeftion arifes from the bad opinion the 
Americans in general entertain of the Members of our Bri- * 
ttfh Parliament.. They fay that corruption is op?rily pra&i-* 
fed in it/' The anfwer to this -objeftion, isthe'weakeft 
part of our author's pamphlet; for he endeavours to difprove 
the charge on the very two points on which it is generally 
founded and allowed to be true, — the application of the Civil 
Lfft revenue ; and the late decifion of the Middlefex Eleftlon. 
•* The fifth objeftion turns on the little influence the 
American Members would have if the Britiflx Members were 

to 
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to unite and thereby- form a majority to carry any point a- 
gainft the Colonies. The anfwer to this is fenfibfe, for the 
Utility of the forty-five. Scotch Members to their country is 
adduced as fufficient evidence to overthrow the force of the 
objedion. 

The fixth and laft objection, and the anfwer, are too tri- 
fling for our notice, as they turn upon the point, Whether 
the meafure fhould be taken only at the zequeft of the Ame- 
ricans made to his majefty by memorial, or whether the pro- 
profal fhould be made to them on the part of the miniftry, and 
though rejefled by fome of the colonies, yet be carried into 
execution on the compliance of a few, whofe confent is fup- 
pofed, and whofe^ example, it is prefumed, would induce the 
' acquiefcence of the reft, or difpofe all Britain to unite againft 
them on their reje&ing fo equitable a propofal. On this 
kind of reafoning we have only one remark to make — that if 
the five other material objections to the plan are once re- 
moved, there can be little doubt of its fuccefs, nor will it 
ever in that cafe be a matter of conteft, from what quarter or 
in what form the propofal is made. 

On the whole, the terms of reconciliation here offered, 
merit the moft ferious attention of the friends of both coun- 
tries, who fhould ufe their moft ftrenuous endeavours during 
the prefent recefs of parliament, to model it into fuch a form, 
that the American agents may be empowered to prefent it as 
a conftitutional bill from their conftituents at the enfuing fef. 
Hon, for it is high time to clofe the breaches which have fe- 
parated and partly demolifhed one of the moft politic and be- 
neficial commercial compacts that ever fubiifted between 
two nations fituated fo far diftant from each other, and 
united under one common head. It is a fyftem of commerce 
fpr which Great Britain has given up all her trading contracts 
in different parts of the continent of Europe, and has fufrered 
the treaties made in her favour with the powers of Europe, 
tp be violated or neglefted ; her manufacturers and merchants 
will therefore be reduced to a deplorable fituation, if, after 
having loft, by negledt, her trade to Flanders, Italy, Ger- 
ipaoy, Portugal, and the Levant, fhe fhould deftroy that of 
of America, by an exertion of arbitrary power: nor will the 
Americans be lefs fenfible of the lofs of the friendly protection 
cf the mother country, without which they cannot repel the 
force of a foreign enemy-rbut they muft not be driven to dc 
fpair. If then the prefent propofal points out the medium, 
let it be embraced, for that or fome other muft be acceeded 
to, or all will be loft if the quarrel continues through another 
feffion of parliament, and no conftitutional remedy is ap- 
plied. 
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To the Eo-itor of the POLITICALS EGISTER.- 

Salifbury, Auguft 15/A. 1770. 
SIR, 

TH E late public calamity that happened at Portfmouth 
cannot but alarm every well-wiiher to his country, 
(efpecially finqe an advertifement from the admiralty 
board has announced to the nation the melancholy confirmation 
of the firft report, " that the dock-yard was purpdfely fet on 
fire") and make him anxious after every article of intelligence 
which throws the leaft light on this foul confpiracy againft 
the welfare of the ftate. I muft therefore own to you, Sir, 
that I have waited with impatience the arrival of every poft 
fince this dreadful event, in hopes I (hould hear that the 
authors of this mifchief were difcovered : but hitherto in 
vain ; and I now think there is little room to expeft we {hall 
receive any fatisfa&ion on the fubjeft. The terms of the ad- 
miralty advertifement are of a piece with all the* other meafures 
of ourprefent imbecile adminiftration. Who but children or 
fools totally ignorant of the firft principles of politics would 
have published fuch conditions of reward and pardon, in a 
cafe of fufpeded ueafon on the part of fQme. of our own fub- 
Vot. VII. K je<Ss, 
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je£ts, or a deep laid feheme of infernal intrigue and treachery 
~on the part of the houfe of Bourbon ? To follow 'the confined 
form of a common advertifement for the difcovery of a houfe- 
breakef, a murderer, or a private incendiary, in this cafe, is 
the moft egregious of all follies ; nor can I pofiibly believe 
that lord Mansfield, or any of the members of the privy 
council, who are acknowledged to have abilities, have ever 
had the admiralty advertifement under their confideration : it 
is moft probable, on the contrary, that it was left to the ma- 
nagement of Sir Edward Hawke and poor Weymouth, whofc 
office I am informed it is, as fecretary for the foutherri de- 
partment, to affift the firft lord of the admiralty on fuch occa- 
sions i thefe, God help them, know no better : and if Wood 
faw it before it went to prefa, and declared it would hold 
ivater> that was fufficient to (tamp the mark of perfection or* 
this Gotham production. 

In the advertisements offering a reward and the royal 
pardon for the apprehenfion of robbers, houfe-breakers, mur- 
derers, and perfons wilfully fetting fire to private property, it 
is euftom&ry to except the ferfon or perfons who actually per*, 
petrkted the crime j and this for very obvious reafons of equity 
and juftiee, which refpedt the very being of an internal police-' 
In the firft place, no proper atonement can be made for 
murder : by the law of the land an example is to be made 
of the murderer : he is to fuffer death, and the relations of 
the perfon he has flain have a right by appeal to prevent the 
ill-judged mercy of the crown in fuch cafes ; as to the robber,, 
the houfe-breaker, and the private incendiary, it is equally 
neceffary for the fecurity of property, and to deter'others from 
the like crimes, that theyfhould funer* and it is fourfd policy 
to offer fuch rewards and pardons to tempt villains to impeach* 
each other, that gangs and bandittis may be thereby detected 
and brought to juftiee.. It is always taken for granted like- 
wife, that the aftual perpetrators, in thefe ordinary cafes* 
are the principals, either through revenge, motives of in* 
tereft, or fome other felJifh caufe, which renders them more 
guilty than the accomplices ; nay indeed, it often happens 
that the fole guilt refts with the actual tranfgreffor, and that, 
fuch is the indolence, timidity* or want of public fpirit in. 
the eye-witnefles of the criminal a£ts, that it requires the lu- 
crative temptation of reward to induce men to give public 
evidence in favour of juftiee, and in fupport of the laws of 
fociety. There needs no force of argument to illuftrate the. 
truth of this obfervation : it is obvious to every one who con- 
fiders the various characters of mankind^ efpecially of the 
lower fort, — that intereft muft. often be the bait to allure them 
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*o laudable, aclions. A countryman for inftance, who ha$ 
from a neighbouring field, feen a man rob' the mail, and had 
time to attend, unfeen, to the features of the robber, to mark 
' iiis drefs, the fize and colour of his horfe, and every circum- 
stance neceffary to promote a detection, might probably reafoa 
thus with himfelf— M which way am I concerned in this affair ? 
it matters not what becomes of* the bills,, bctnk-notes, and 
letters, they that have loft them I fuppofe can afford it, and 
this man will never rob me of fuch effe&s : therefore the 
tfecurity of my property is not endangered by his being undis- 
covered : and as to leaving my work, and running over the 
country in purfuit of him, why fhould I do this for perfons 
who are ftrangers to me, and perhaps will not indemnify me 
for my lofs or time ?" — but a reward of two hundred pounds 
filences all this reafoning ; the countryman has a powerful 
motive to do that duty he owed to fociety, and by this he 
is fpurred on to the purfuit, difcovery, and convi&ion of the 
offender.— -All this is admirably well contrived for the fupport 
of the police of the ftate, in common violation of its known 
laws ; but it is abfurd to the laft degree, to make fuch pro- 
ceedings precedents in the great line of politics pn extraordinary 
emergencies, where new 'circumftances occur which require 
frefh exertions of human fagacity, and in which to be tied 
down to any old forms or cuftoms, is to betray a weaknefs to 
be lamented in great officers of ftate, and it carries a refle£tkra 
tiome to the throne, that men of fuch (hallow judgements 
fhould be appointed to govern a potent kingdom. 

I infift upon it then, that the conditions of pardon and 
reward to be offered by the admiralty, or the adminiftration, 
{which you pleafe) as a probable means of discovering the 
authors, advifers, and abettors of the late fire at Portfmouth, 
fliould have been the very reverfe of what are now tendered 
by our Gotham miniftry. , • 

Whether this confpiracy was machinated by traitors to this 
Country to anfwer felfifh views, or by the agents of thofe 
powers on the continent with whom we can never be at 
peace, though we may occafionally enjoy truces of feven or 
eight years, — moil probably it was carried into execution by 
inferiors, at the inftigationof fuperiors ; and I think it is moft 
likely that as foon as poflible after the mifchief was done, 
without waiting for the effe&s, thefe inferior tools were fent 
out of the way, to the coaft of Flanders, France, or Holland, 
cfpecially as they might retreat in a few hours from this jree 
country, no quejiions a/ked. 1 fhould therefore apprehend Sir, 
* c that a reward of ten thoufand pounds, or an annuity for 
/ife equal to that fum, with his majefty's pardon, fhould have 
. R 2 been 



fceen offered to the perfon or perfons, who actually fist fire ri> 
the Dock-yard at Port/mouthy on the difcovery and full con- 
viction of all and every of their employers, accomplices, abet- 
tors, and advifers: and On the delivery upon oath of all 
letters, documents, and papers of what nature or kind foe ver, 
relative to that tranfaCtion* authorifing the Taid perfon or 
perfons, if in a foreign country, to tender fuch difcovery to 
his majefty's ambaffador, minifter, or confal refiding in the 
faid country, and to claim from fuch public officer of the 
crown all proper perfonal protection and fafe convoy home : 
alfo auuring fuch perfon or perfons of full protection, if they 
are ftill refiding within the king's dominions, againft all 
claims on their perfons, in cafe they Jhould prove to beforeigners* 
from any foreign minjfters pretending to reclaim them as 
fubjeCis, or to tranfport them to the places of their nativity, 
or otherwife fecure them, fo as to punifh them for fuch dif- 
covery." 

Such terms as thefe, I humbly fubmit to the confideration 
of the unprejudiced and unpenfioned part of my countrymen : 
I doubt not they may be amended and improved by abler pens, 
but at all events I hope they will be 'deemed preferable to the 
infignificant advertifement offered by the admiralty. 

Moft probably the mean inftrumenta employed to put a 
finifhing hand to this daring defign, are the leaft guilty : 
allure them of protection, wherever they are found, againft 
the vengeance of their difappointed employers, offer them at 
the fame time a (rate of affluence for life, and depend on it 
not many weeks will pafs over before we get to the bottom of 
this political manoeuvre. As to the apprehend on of innocent 
perfons being ace u fed, it is equally ftrong with regard to the 
terms already offered, as thofe I now propofe ; but it is re- 
moved, if we confider that no fuch rewards can be gained 
iut on the fulleft conviction of the accufed perfons. Sorry 
I am to add, that fo much time was given for the deftruCtior* 
of papers, and for the efcape of the guilty, before any pro- 
clamation appeared : and when the prefent was publifhed, it 
was acknowledged to be fo inadequate to the importance of 
tbe difcovery, that we muft not be furprifed, if like other 
national grievances, it is very foon laid, on the (helf and 
forgot. 

But before I take my leave, Sir, I will juft throw out a 
remark or two on the ftate of our affairs with refpeCt to the 
continent, and as 1 am not.fecretary of ftate for the fouthem 
department, I /will not be afraid of any one or two ambafladors. 
•^-However we may be amufed by the friends of the prefent 
adminiftration, with ihe hopes that the treaty of Paris of 
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X 763 will be inviolably obferved oh the part of the Frencfc 
and Spaniards for fome time to come, yet the general face of 
afFairs in Europe plainly indicates the fpeedy termination of 
that difgraceful truce. The power of the united branches of 
the houle of Bourbon has been augmenting ever fince that ac- 
curfed period ; and to add to the ftrength and influence of 
France and Spain, the former has confolidated its imereft 
with the court of Vienna, by the marriage of the dauphin 
with an archduchefs of Auftria : the daughter of that very 
Maria There/a^ that celebrated Queen of Hungary, who at 
one tiipe was To perfecuted by the French, that if it had not 
been for Engliih blood and Englifh treafures, " {he would not 
have had a town left to lye-in at :" and the latter is folicited 
to affift the king of Portugal with a guard upon his frontiers, 
to prevent the efcape of his feditious fubjeds : to fend fuc- 
cours to the very' prince who but the other day was afraid of 
having his kingdom taken from him by the arms of Spain, 
and was then fupported againft that monarchy by the good- 
natured Englifh. The king of Portugal's throne totters 
under him, he feeks the alliance of Spain, which will not be 
granted but on fuch terms as (hall be prescribed by the court 
of Ver failles : already the mihifter of Portugal obftru&s the 
commerce of the Englifh, and laughs at the memorials and 
reprefentations of a miniftry at London, who have neither 
power, credit, .nor influence beyond the verge of St. James's., 
We may then look upon the alliance between Portugal, 
France and Spain, at prefent, to be nearly perfected on aii 
offenfive and defenfive footing. A future war will convince 
lis of the lofs we fuftain by this new accefllon to the power of 
France. Her family alliance with the emprefs queen gives 
her another advantage : all the Auftrian Netherlands, if not 
adually ceded to France, by the marriage fettlement, (which 
moft people believe) will moft aiTuredly be gacrifoned by, an4 
fubject to the military government of France on all future oc* 
canons, when France (hall be at war with England. The 
emperor of Germany is privately as great an admirer of the 
king of Pruffia, as the late unfortunate Peter III of Ruflia* 
though he does not carry it to any ridiculous height 5 but it 
is generally believed in Germany, that he will follow his 
advice, and Icecp in clofe alliance with him in cafe of any 
rupture between the great powers of Europe. The king of 
Pruffia is at prefent no friend to the Britifh court, and it is 
fufpe&ed this monarch ant} prince Caunitz, the late prime 
minifter ,at Vienna, weaned the young emperor by degrees 
from that remarkable predilection he (hewed in favour of the 
Englifh nation at his accefllon, and fome time after. On 
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Denmark we can have little or no reliance, a court which 
hasfortaany years been fubfidied by France, and is now only at* 
tempting to look formidable, through theafpiring gei\ius of a 
young prince, whofe fyftem of politics cannot yet be known, 
but whofe weight in the affairs of Europe is very trifling and 
tnconfiderable. It appears then by this flight fkctch of our 
fituation, that only two powers in Europe remain with whom 
we can pretend the leaft alliance : viz. Holland and Ruflia, 
—the friendship of the former in time of war, is not to be 
valued, becaufe it is not worth any thing ; and as to the 
mafculine emprcfs ofRufiia, in all probability, if the Turks 
do not check her ambition, her fubjedls will, and her fall will 
be as rapid and fatal, as; the dethroning and foul murder of her 
hufband was fudden and tyrannical, I do not mean by this 
pidure of our abandoned utuation with refpe& to the powers 
of Europe, to plead in favour of continental connexions, or 
to juftify a Britifh miniflry in exhaufting Great Britain of men 
and money to fupport a vifionary balance of power, which the 
moment perhaps that it is formed, might be overturned by 
fome future wretched bigot, as ungrateful as the queen of 
Hungary, for whom we preferred the equilibre ; but I mean 
to point out the infamous conduct of the "negotiators' of the 
peace of Paris, who left us deftitute of the leaft fliadow of an 
alliance on the' continent, while Fiance was affiduoufly 
ftrengthening herfelf on all fides by family compads, and 
treaties of amity. It never will be faid again, " that America 
was conquered in Germany," for we have not one friend. in 
that extenfive empire, or any part of the continent, the terror 
of whofe alliance might check the progrefs of the houfe of 
Bourbon in a future war. Our danger will not arife from any 
contentions fword in hand, in Germany, we (hall have no war 
to Wage there; but the mifchief is, that France having 

tothing to fear from that quarter, will not have her forces 
ailed off from other enterprizes^ to maintain a frefh conflict 
there ; but will be able to colled and unite her whole ftrength 
combined with that of Spain, and to have in view but one 
capital object when a rupture happens. This Sir, is no 
other, than the bringing the war home to our own doors j 
jbut they will not do this 'till they are quite readj : their trea- 
ftiry is not yet completely replenifhed ; but it is in a muck 
better fituation than we are made to believe. As to theijr 
marine,, when joined by that of Spain, it will be formidable ; 
and \t is well known, fleets are equipping in every principal 
port of the two kingdoms : it is likewife no fecret, that though 
the poor are <lying for want of bread in many provinces of 
France, yet all the royal magazines belonging to the army 
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•and navy are (applied with corn fufficient for three years co*- 
fumption. 

If no hoftilities are intended, if no war is meditated, I 
fliould be glad'to krictfv why the granaries for the ufe of the 
troops and of the feamen are not opened, and the famine 
flopped, which rages fo violently, and has occafioned in many 
parts of France the moft dreadful riots, in which fome thou- 
sands of the king's fubjects have been maflacred by the troops. 
Is it rational to fuppofe that the corn would be withheld, if 
fome great defign were not in agitation ? There is no con* 
cealing our fears wheri they >are well grounded, let me inform 
you then Sir, that the firft blow which the French and Spa- 
niards ftrike againft you, will be at home by a powerful in- 
vafion : it was a favourite fchetne of the late marflial Saxe£ 
and will moft affuredly be attempted whenever there appear* 
io be a profpect of fuccefs. And if ever this invafion fliould 
take place foon after the firing of our docks, or when our 
fleets are far from home, or blocked up in our ports by con- 
trary winds, or beaten at fea, we fliall then feel* the fatal 
effects of our luxury, of our depravity of manners, and fond 
attachment to the manners and cuftoms of the very people, 
whom we ought always to confider as natural enemies, ' It it 
a misfortune to this nation that her citizens are not bred ti 
arms, but are obliged to depend on a mercenary ftanding 
army for the defence of their lives and properties againft 
foreign and domeftic enemies ; fliould a time come when a 
foreign army after effectuating afnccefsful debarkation oxrour 
coafts, gains a victory over our hired, troops, our laft refoutcc 
iiluft be to raife and embody a fet of undifcipKned citizens i 
a race, not diftinguifhed like their anceftors for vigorous, robttft 
conftitutions, for a fimplicity of manners and untutored IxJldU 
hefs and freedom, joined with native dignity and manhood ; 
but of feeble, enervated debauchees, , who are enamoured with 
the drefs, the polite behaviour, fodability, and infinuating 
manners of the people they are called but to deftroy . If you 
think fuch men as I defcribe, will conquer or die, ' you are 
ftrangely miftaken : one half of your people are already facri- 
ficed in their hearts to the French, and I am afraid one third 
more would be brought over by the women to fubmit to art 
honourable capitulation with thefe dear, bewitching, fbftv 
gallant creatures.* To be ferious, we have loft the cha-- 
radteriftic marks of a brave,, commercial, maritime people : 
little or nodiftinction is now to be made between: thccitizens 
of London and Paris, between the behaviour and general 
conduct of life at Verfailles and St. James's : let a man be 
placed in any of the polite circles of public or private 
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fafhionable companies, and I defy him to tell which city hr 
is in, till he lifts up the fafh to refolve the doubt by looking' 
at the ftreet : the furniture of our houfes, our drefc, our tables, 
and the amufements of our private hours are all French. 
Who then can expe<ft fo firm a refiftance as was made ia 
former day$, when it was laudable to keep up the natural 
antipathy between an Englifhman and a Frenchman, and to 
infpire them with as much averfion to each other, as a cat 
and a rat. In the prefent difpofition of the times few would 
choofe to hazard life to preferve the property of great mono- 
polizers, venal courtiers, or extortionary landholders : it it 
more probable they would furrender on the heft terms they 
could obtain, or convert their effects into fpecie, and leave 
the country. In fhort, fo little reliance can be pjaced on the 
generality of our people, when we confider thefe circum- 
ftarices, that we ought to be more and more attentive to ow 
marine. Our navy is our natural bulwark, and our (earner* 
(the few that we have left) preferve their ancient contempt 
anddeteftation of the French, which ought not tobedifcoun- 
tenanced. 

Thefe we fhould cherifh by every pofllble encouragement : 
for we (hall certainly (land in need of their valour and intre- 
pidity in a very (hort time ; the preparations to attack us 
being in great forwardnefs, and our own coafts the deftined 
(eat of war. Thus Britain (lands alone, and having unhap- 
pily quarrelled with her colonies, every thing con fp ires to 
make this the appointed feafon for the fecretdengnsof France 
and Spain to operate j the firing of Portfmouth Dock might 
be a fignal or prelude to hoftilities, and what creates a ftrong 
fufpicion of forne knowledge of the fcheme abroad, is, that 
much about the time that this accident happened, ftri<Sl 
orders were iflued by the court of Spain to the officers of their 
flock-yard$ and arfenals, to be particularly careful not to ad- 
mit any ftrangers to fee them, and to be vigilant to prevent all 
accidents and furprifes. In a word, Sir, vour htuation in 
cafe of a rupture is horrible : the want of allies : the in- 
creafed power of France, their getting pQfleffion of Corfica, 
by which they may annoy our commerce in the Mediterranean : 
and their being mafters of the whole coaft of Flanders, which 
will facilitate the taking our merchantmen almoft at our own 
doors : the exhaufted ftate of oilr finances, and the growing 
inclination of our people for the French, feem to forebode 
the decline of the Britifh empire, or at leaft fome (hiking 
revblution in its government : perhaps a removal of the feat 
of dominion from degenerate England to the yet uncorrupted 
provinces <?f ftottb America, MENTOR! 

For 
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for tie POLITICAL REGISTER 

An Improveable Hint 

To the Conduddrs of our Political Syflem'* 

Superlatively Powerful ! '. 

THOSE convincing proofs you are-daily giving of a 
connoijfanco d 9 outre i has induced me to make this in- 
terefting addrefs. Your amazing fkill, your deep penetration 
in manoeuvres moft apt to exafperate the minds of Britons, at 
the time it excites and feeds my admiration, urges my fug- 
gefting to you a meafure which would at once complete that 
glorious fcheme purfued throughout the diftingutfhed reign 
of Geo. III.— -It muft be owned, that minds attentive to vaft 
defigns, do not unfrequently overlook things near at hand. 
This fhould feem to be the cafe with you ; for what lies at 
the threfhold efcapes your notice, otherwise fuch fagacious 
fpirits would have laia a foundation proper to the aftonifhing 
fabric ; you would have employed your great addrefs in era- 
dicating from vulgar minds all apprehenfions of a Supreme 
Being, whofe maxims of rule and government tend to 
perplex and traverfe your darling plan of fubverfion ; you 
certainly ought thoroughly toJiave eftablifhed the atheiftical 
dogma among the lower order of the people, as well as you 
have done it among yourfelves, which might have been 
effe£ted by the very fame authority that could determine 
three hundred to be a larger number than eleven hundred. 
A bill duly prepared and well fupported would have made it ' 
a feditious and treafonable libel on government, for any to 
acknowledge a power paramount to your own ; you might 
have fixed a ftigma of infamy on the man that dared to own 
a God, as the idea is extremely troublefome, and fo much^ 
difturbs the quiet of the human breaft : in fair, it difqualifies 
for thofe exquifite enjoyments of ntoflern tafte in the fafhion- 
able world. 'It appalls the high relifh of the mafquerade, 
would embitter the gallantry of a debauch, and give an 
aukward air to the choice fpirit, in its moft thrilling, felici- • 
taring moments. — To prevent any popular qualm*, and hufli 
the clamorous cry, the bill might be thus prefaced — the 
people who know not the law are curfed : and here a fenatoriai 
decree might be cited* by way of precedent, John vii. 49. 

It is not allowable that the canaille fhould imagine a power 
can cxiftwh\ch would controul Butean will, in the political 
fyftem : for which reafon I am clearly of opinion, that 
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it would be a moft efficacious meafure, to abolifli what is vvtl* 
garly galled, the ten commandments. This being done, the 
vifible prime minifter, or his occult matter, would without 
oppofition, occupy the place of a defpotic fovereign, and we 
then fhould have no other Gods before him. This, 1 apprehend, 
would confolidate as well as invigorate your darling fcheme, 
and render the profecution of it infinitely more /eafible : all 
ideas of peculation, of oppreflion, of miirule, would inftantly* 
vanifh, and the herd of the people become univerfally fatisfied 
with the nod of arbitrary will, or the fway of defpotic 
power. 

My reafons are not light or trivial : they are folid, 
nervous and convincing; inafmuch as the fenatorial exclufion 
of a Gou would perfe&ly correfpond with the open profeffion 
and avowed pradtice of the moft princely and noble*. Nor 
only would it harmonize with the principles and maxims of 
the rich and honourable, but with the fpirit and meafures too 
of the herd of the people, who copy with great exa&nefs the 
lewd debaucheries of thofe above them. 

In an efpecial manner care fhould be taken, by you in the 
public adminiftration, • very explicitly to have repealed all 
thofe ftatute laws which relate to the obfervation of a weekly 
fabbath, by fubje&ing to fevere penalties thofe who (hail 
henceforward prefume to aflemble together for the purpofes of 
, what is fanatically called public worjhip : all buildings devoted 
to fuch purpofes might be ufefully converted into pleafurable 
pantheons, theatres, mufic, dancing, or gaming-houfes, to 
the far greater emolument and more general edification of the 
people. The very name of church and clergy, which fo much 
difhonour and difgrace the Englifi* language, fliould 'be 
•expunged. 

I need not more explain myfelf to you, who are at the helm 
• of the prefent adminillration or (hew of how much advantage 
you might avail yourfelves, by the above meafures : but (hall 
humbly hope, that ah hint fo very promifing, muft entitle 
me to no (mall cecompence, when you have once feen the 
real merit of 

So able an Advifer* 
* Witnefs his R. H.the D. of C. &c. 
- _* 

To the Printer of the Political Register. 

SIR, 

I Know no fet of people who may derive more knowledge 
from the records of antiquity than politicians, for fince 
governments of various kinds have been eftabliihed, brought 
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to perfection, and gradually declined : the different caufes 

that have produced their profperity or diflblution have been 

thoroughly inveftigated, fo thap the politician of this day 

ftands in need only of accurate judgement to enable him to cull 

eK the flowers, and fliun the poifonous weeds that are to be found 

M in the field of political fcience. N N 

: ; There is not perhaps one regular form of government in the 

known world that has not had its admirers and its critics 5 

^ and if princes and minifters would attend without prejudice or 

c:t partiality to the accounts given by different hiftorians of the 

rife and fall of ancient ftates, no better regulators of their 

i: conduct could be fet before them, nor would any living 

ja monitors be able to give them fuch falutary counfel. The 

more frequently refearches are in theannals of paft times, the 

- more fully convinced I am of this my favourite maxim, which 

& I adhere to with fuch firm attachment, that I have the vanity 

to think the fragment tranfmitted to you with this letter has 

* more merit, if a proper application of it could be made, to 

redrefs our national grievances, than all the elegant, nervous 

|' letters of the celebrated Junius. 

% The heavieft charge brought againft the modern fyftem of 

r politics in England, and the moft alarming fymptom of the 

\ ' decline of our excellent constitution, is, ** the venality of our 

1 parliaments." The oppofers of adminiftration aflert, that there 

' never was a time when the miniftry had fuch an unbounded 

; | influence over the reprefentatives of the people as at prefent : 

1 and it is generally allowed that if an undue influence is exerted 

by the court over thefe reprefentatives, the liberty of the 

fubjedt is highly endangered, if not totally loft. The friends 

of adminiftration maintain, on the contrary, that it was the 

conftant practice of their predeceflbrs, of popular as well? as 

unpopular adminiftrations, to fecure a majority in parliament 

4 to facilitate the operations of government. And finally, the 

» independent, the fenfible and worthy part of the nation, 

highly proteft againft all fuch meafures as are repugnant to 

the firft principles of the conftitution, and'not to be juftified 

by any precedents whatever : it is not fo much an object: of 

enquiry with them what let of men, whether thofe now in, 

or thofe out of power have carried the fyftem of parliamentary 

fedudlion fartheft ; but allowing it to be the bane of this free 

ftate, it engroffes all their ftudy to find out the proper remedy 

for this great national evil. Some have propofed triennial, 

I others annual parliament* : both of thefe ft hemes have met 

with opponents, and the* pens of the ableft writers have been 

very lately employed to point out their inefficacy. The origin 

of our grievances has likewife been difcovered and fairly ex- 
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pofed to view. It has been frequently advanced in print that* 
the mode of electing our reprefentatives is truly ridiculous, 
abfurd and impolitic, that it affords an opportunity of pur- 
Chafing votes, and puts the fuccefsful candidate to enor- 
mous charges, for which he will certainly indemnify himfelf 
at the public expence, by facrificing to the. court for a lucra- 
tive employment, the interefts of his constituents, and fo far 
as his vote goes t.he liberties of his country. An alteration 
then, in the mode of election, feems to be the only rational' 
proportion for remedying this very great abufe in our political 
iyftem 5 and I am apt to think a practice which has prevailed 
' for many centuries, and has beefi attended with con ft ant 
fuccefs in other countries, is well worthy our notice, and may. 
excite us to imitation, — if there^is .the Ieaft fpark of virtue re- 
maining in our commonwealth, or any real patriotic zeal for 
the welfare of a country which has palled the zenith of its 
glory, and is now vifibly declining, yet not fo rapidly, but that 
the interposition of providence, which governs the hearts of • 
kings, may yet fave us from approaching diffolution. The N 
means 1 would point out forherfpeedy recovery from her pre- 
fer.t ftate of infanity, are no other than thofe rthich have 
preferved the Venetian commonwealth againft the moft potent 
enemies for above fourteen centuries ; their elections by 
Ballot have been the fupportof their freedom and grandeur,- 
and this mode of election is not confined, as fome foolifhly 
imagine, to the democratical form of government alone, but 
t is equally practicable in monarchies. Having faid thus much 
by way of preface to my favourite fcheme, permit me to offer 
your readers for their inftru£hon and amuiement, fome valu- 
able extracts from an ancient manufcript in my pofleifion, en^ 
titled " An Eflay on the Benefit of the Ballot in general* 
with fome Obfervations on the Nature and Ufe of it in 
Venice." As I hate to murder the manly ftile of the ancients 
by your' modern Paris innovations, I {hail give it you as 
friend Garrick fays, 4 *in the drefs of the times". Your re- 
ception of this my firft "correfpondence with you will de- 
termine my future conduct : if 1 find it inferred, and hear it 
commended as I fip my coffee at the Chapter^ you fcall have 
more impreffions from the fame good old mint j if, on the 
other hand, you reject it, I will not diffect you without 
mercy in the public papers, but will continue, as ufual, your 
filent admirer, and conclude that your editor is provided with i 

r/iore important matter." 

The Benefit of the Ballot, &c. 
* c The ufe or practice of the ballot hath been- very artcient 
in the caftern countries \ and Pojiellus conceiyeth that the 

••■•'; • ' * Venetian 
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Venetian ufe of the ball, was the fame as that of the/*/ in the 
commonwealth of ICrael, and of the bean in Athens, 

Cicero hirnfelf doth give a very good account, and a very 
great encomium of the table or ballot of the people of Rome ; 
and certainly' Rome nor Carthage had never attained to their 
grandeur and reputation in the world, had it not been for the 
ballot. 

Where, balloting is ufed, thofe dates are moft free from all 
factions and rebellions.*— There, perfons of the moft accom- 
plished parts are advanced for their integrity and worth j— 
there, virtue is as fpeedy a ladder to climb unto honour, as 
nobility of birth ; and a good man is as much refpe&ed as a 
great. 

In fuch.ftates fjyery one giveth his election and vote freely, 
and that without the fear of great ones, or favour to friends j 
but according to the value and worth of the perfons do they 
give their fuffrages ; and for thofe who are of the moft noble 
fpirits, not for perfons defigning their own intereffa, to the 
impoverishing of the public. There, they have no place for 
fmfioners^ who are the burs of a nation, and the fakers which 
hinder the growth of any ftate.— By thefe means their coun- 
fell ore are;6f great honour and wifdom : for mean men make 
it their mafrer-piece of credit to. give venturous counfels, 
which no great or wife man durft or would do ; and princes 
ufually find instruments more for their will and humour, than 
for their fervice and honour* which cannot happen in thefe 
ftates : for they ever prefer fafe counfels with reafon, before 
ra(h» which only chance can make profperous. 

The officers, in ftates where they are chofen by ballot, are 
but few, and thofe they choofefrom the moft opulent and in- 
telligent of the people, that .being rich they may not be 
induced to plunder the public trcafury, and being poffefied of 
found underftandings they may be able to prevent the mal- 
practices of inferiors. 

• "But ia fome monarchies, where there are a multitude of 
officers, which is a great calamity,' they ferve for nothing but. 
to rifle the prince's purfe, and the fuller they fill, their coffers, 
the move facile is their justification when queftioned. 

Neither are they /or making parties, or for debaucheries in. 
elections, as is obferved to our great grief, of fome other 
places. There are no tumults, quarrels, or affaili nations at 
their elections, which in fome places are notoridufly encou- 
raged, to the reproach of nations whq;e they are fuffered. 

The ftate that makcth ufe of the ballot, muft needs have 
{he greateft advantages over thofe that do not, and by ancient 
"»..••••; hiftory 
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Viftory we find that fuph nations as pr^&ifed it, could not be 
fubdued, but by others treading in the fame fteps. 

Thus Carthage had never been conquered by the Romans, 
' if the latter had not learned of them the excellent benefit of 
the ballot in the choice of their generals and civil* magiftrates. 
It has been qucftioned whether this cuftom of the ballot be to 
practicable in a monarchy ; and it may eafily be refolved in 
the affirmative, and even proved that it is the beft fupport of 
kingdoms in their domeftic or internal government : for what 
has dethroned princes and dcftroyed monarchies. fo much as- 
fa&kms and divifions, occafioned chiefly by feditions and trea- 
ibnable contentions for power and plunder, all which is pre- 
vented by, the ufe of the ballot. A ftronger inftance of its 
good effects in a monarchy cannot be given, th^n in the cafe 
of Galgee, king of Mindanao^ in Afia, which may ferve as a 
leffon and example to modern princes. Galgee having by 
conqueft, added to his native kingdom Very cxtenfive domi- 
nions, was in confequence of his reftlefs ambition, drawn 
into an fcxtenfive war, and in order to carry it on with 
fatcefs, he affembled his grand confdiado, or convention of the 
ftates, fof without them no money could be raifed, this 
affembly confided of the magnificos and popuks, of lords and 
commons, as in England. When they were met they 
granted many royal aids to the king ; but being continued 
together too long they fell inta parties ; fome accufing the 
molt eminent fninifters of ftate for their ill counfel and mal- 
administration of public affairs : others oppofing the granting 
any further aids, affirming that taxes and i m poll t ions ought 
to be in the ftate, as fails in ajhip, not to charge and overlade 
it, but to conduit and allure it. 

The king finding fo many of them to be troublefome, the 
better to obtain his own ends, bought them off with honours* 
prefet-ments and pen/ions ; but thereby the king became in- 
digent, the fubjeds miferably oppreffed, and the great coun- 
cil broken into parties, becaufe fome were preferred to 
honours before others, who deemed themfelves much fuperior 
in merit ; the infe&ion fpread from the council to the people, 
who following the ftandards of the leaders of their refpe&ive 
parties — murmurs, open complaints, feditious fpeeches and 
writings, and at length tumult and infurre&ions became 
general, and threatened the diffolution of the monarchy* 

The kingdom being in this diftemper, and the king encir- 
cled in fo many infelicities, divers counfels were given to 
Galgee— and the general voice was for a difTolhtion of the 

freat affembly of magnificos and populos— but Vanly^ a 
crfian, who was zealoufly attached to the king, warned 
* . ' him 
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him not to dlffolve the aflembly at this critical jun£hrre, left 
the people, who had difcovered a difpofition to oppofe all hi* 
favourite meafures, fhould ele<ft fuch new members in their 
department in the legiflature, as might endanger his crown by 
a revolution $ he advifed him, on the contrary, r,o continue 
them fitting : but the better to reconcile all irtterefts,— " to 
form a new council* dejlado, or privy-council, to' be chofen by 
ballot from the grand conciliado or parliament, — that it (hould 
confift of thirty members, fifteen of whom to be magnificos, 
and fifteen pof ulos— all to be elected by themfelves by the 
ballot— and every year ten of thofe to be removed out of the 
council di ft ado back again to the general aflembly, and ten 
others to be elected into the privy-council in their ftead." By 
this plan the interefts of the court and the community became 
lb happily blended, that it was hardly poffible to draw the 
line of diftin&ion between them— and intrigue, bribery, par- 
tial promotions,* and penfions were banifhed from the cabinet, 
—as were falfe patriotifm, oppofttion, fa&ion and difcord 
from amongft the populos in the grand conciliado — the happy 
effe&s of which were, harmony and tranquility throughout 
Galgee's dominions, who, whether he were inclined to peace 
or war, after his well chofen privy-council had ratified hi* 
inclination by their confent, found his coffers full, and hin*- 
felf at liberty to make a liberal ufe of the perfons and purfes of 
his affe&ionate fubjedts. 

My hiftorian further informs me, that Galgee continuing to 
govern his dominions by the fage advice of Vanly^ all parties 
became at length united in his privy~council—fach virtuous 
perfons were chofen for the management of public affairs* 
and the admjniftration of juftice Was fo equal and impartial 
throughout his extenfive empire, that he became the moft 
potent as well as the beft beloved prince in Afia ; fo that 
when Bandurius king of Gambaia invaded Mindanao with an 
army of one hundred and fifty-thoufand horfe, ' and five- 
hundred thoufand foot : he, by the afliftance of his own fub- 
jefts, and of fome mercenary Perfians, defeated and cu,t to 
pieces that great army, * 

I am forry to 'add the fequel.— The fucceffors of this great 
prince not imitating his excellent art of government, and 
neglecting the choice of the great minifters of ftate by ballot^ 
By reafon whereof men of no fuffickpey were promoted to the 
higheft offices of the ftate. — ThWNorths and Weymouths of 
thofe times,— this gave difcouragement to men of great 
defert, and general difcontent to the kingdom on account of 
their vile adminiftration of public affairs : fo that the country 
weakened by inteftine divifion* and factious broils, became an 

eafy 



(136) 

*afy prey, in a very flldrt time, to Merhmtf the MegtiJ 
Tartar, to which empire it ftill remains tributary. 

You mult now indulge me, Sir, in a (hort political cri- 
ticifm on the two diftindt periods of Galgee 9 * reign— <the in- 
glorious sera previous to the ufe of the ballot* and the prof- 
perous years which fucceeded on the eftablifhmtntof that pru- 
dent plan of adminiftration. — The antiquity of the ftory 
•will account for the want of chronology : this defeat I have 
in vain endeavoured to fupply, but from probable conje&ure 
founded on fome national tranfaftions, I am induced to think- 
Galgee had reigned about ten years, the dupe of needy 
courtiers, and of fa&ious, difcon tented members of the grand 
conciliado, as well magnificos as populos, defpifed aad ne- 
gle£ted by his meaner fubje&s, who hardly fhewed him the 
common tokens of loyalty, — when the'fage Vanly gained the 
injured monarch's ear, and by one happy expedient rendered 
his future days glorious, and his name immortal. 

One great folecifm in politics is difcoverable in the ixrflr 
period of Galgee's reign— his rewarding fo many perfons for 
being troublefome,— for that prince who makes a pra&ice of 
thismeafure, {hail find, that he no fooner takes off one op- 
ponent but another ftarts up, and more are animated to follow 1 
their example, when they find fuch encouragement for being 
troublefome •> and at laft, if the prince be not able to gratify 
them all, which is next to an impoffibility, it may produce 
a diflblution of his government. 

Befides, king Galgee could have no kindnefs for thofe ' 
perfons he had fo advanced (preferment being the reward of 
virtue, and not to gratify difquiet fpirits) and the people, 
who are ever jealous of their rights , muft look, upon them as 
betrayers of their liber lies ; and the end of fuch perfons, where 
the people have any power left, is generally miferabje. To 
add to th,is, the fubje&s neyer repine fo much at their contri- 
butions, as when they fee them laviflied as the rewards of 
thofe to whom fortune, not birth, has given, pre-eminence of 
ftation and emolument. 

But when Vanly's fyftem prevailed, the great officers of 
♦ ftate being chofen from the moil wife and able perfons in the 
king's dominions, by the ballot, there could be no complaints 
of the mal -adminiftration of minifteraof ftate, (which ufually 
caufes the greateft fermant in a nation) they being chofen out 
of the conciliado by th eWfelves : neither were they who were , 
fo advanced, envied by the reft, becaule they had all an equal 
chance of attaining tQ the fame dignities, if they took care to 
render themfelves worthy of them, by cultivating the requifite 
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accomplifliment5 ; accordingly we find that univerfal harmony 
prevailed, and Galgee was blefled with a profperous reign. 

In fine, there is no government under the fun that may not 
adopt this meafure with propriety, and if once patted into a 
law, the good effects of it would fpeedily be felt. The want 
of it in Britain is evident at this hour, and if we go back to 
former times, we may produce numberlefs inftances in the 
hiftories of England and Scqtland, to prove that its intro- 
duction at particular periods, would have prevented the moft 
dreadful events. 

. That it is as fatal to a prince to have bad officers under 
him, as to be bad himfelf, is an acknowledged tfuth ; and it 
is no lefs fo, that princes, in the election of their officers, are 
iwayed more by partial affection, fear, or felfifhnefs, than by 
diftinguifhed anilities and great merit : the confequence has 
been, that more kingdoms have been overthrown by the ill- 
management of officers of ftate, than by the feverity of the 
greateft tyrants, and the, appointment of mean, insufficient 
perfons to high offices, has often proved fatal to the greateft 
enterprizes. 

The firft of thefe obfervat;ions is confirmed by the cafe of 
Richard the fecond, the revolt from that good man, but weak 
king, being occaftoned by the difguft taken to Sir John Bufhy, 
Sir William Bagot, and Sir Henry Green, who managed all 
public affairs j — had the ballot been in ufe in England at this 
time, thefe men, whofe vices brought their fovereign to an 
untimely end, would have remained in their original obfeurity 
unnoticed while living, and forgotten as foon as dead, whereas 
now their infamous deeds remain on record a fatal leflbn to 
weak princes, and a memorial to their defendants of the 
wickednefs of their anceftors. 

The cafe of James the fifth of Scotland is as Angular in 
fupport of the fecond remark. This prince in the year 1542 
entered England with an army of fixty thoufand men, and 
was met by lord Wharton, at that time warden of the north- 
weft marches : the two armies being on the point of coming 
to an engagement, one Sir Oliver Sinclaire, the Scotch 
king's minion, a man of no family, nor yet (killed in martial 
affairs, was by his order proclaimed general, which the 
Scottifh nobility To highly refented, that they threw down 
their arms, and furrendered themfelves prisoners to lord 
Wharton : whereas if they had made choice of a General 
themfelves by bailed, in all probability their enterprize would 
have been crowned with fuccefs. 

The form of proceeding in the ufe of the ballot at Venice 

is fo well known, and indeed it has been fo happily introduced 

Vol. VII. T injo 



( *3« > 

into fame private focieties in London^ that It is MeSkfe to 
expatiate on it. I fhall therefore trefpafs no longer on the 
patience of your readers, but content myfelf toth having, 
fulfilled a duty, which, I think every man ofaes hlscoiiiitry 
at this juin&ure, I mean to propofe the beft remedy he c&n 
devife . for the real grievances of the ntfuint-*brrupti9n and 
imbecility in high places, 
.Soutbjireet) Augufi iM. 1770. M, 

To the Ei>rro* of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

SIR, 

WE all remember, when government wanted to providt 
for a ruined adventurer, they did hot hefitate to dif- 
gf ace and ill treat a gallant Officer in the perfdn of Sir Jcffery 
Amherft, in order to give the government of Virginia to 4- 
court dependent, whole irreparably Chattered firta&ces *roul& 
by no means allow him to remain in this country j Sir Jeflfe- 
ry was called upon, and at a word, defired to know whttHfcf 
he would go to his government, (though rt is well known 
this very government was given him rather as a reward fas 
fervices rendered his country, in America, than as an etir* 
ployment which the then miniftry intended he fhouW perib* 
tially execute) the leaft demur was underftood as a negative; 
fend lord Botetourt was appointed in his room 5 thus have f 
fcewn you in one inftance what life is made of plantation 

fovernmehts; Mr, W— — was appointed -govefctor of the 
,-: — I 9 becaufe he had ever fhewri ah obfequious ati 

tachment to the duke of Grafton's virtues, and for his fcxploitt 

at Bedwyn ; Mr. W — — fet out for the L — — I where 

he prefided, T>r rather refided, for about two years; Kis un- 
popularity (whatever face he may pleafe to put upon it) ha* 
obliged him to leave the iftands, and he is now in England i 
I call Upon the gentry, who are pleafed to ftyle themfelvc* 
jninifters, to know why they do not tifcat Mr. W — : — as 
roughly as they did Sir Jeffery Arnherft, and demaiid frorti 
him whether he means to return ; if not, to appoint another 
as foon as poflible in his room ; that the minds of the people 
may be quieted, their dread of Mr. W -s returning re- 
moved j and the whole itate of government fet to rights* 

Which Mr. W by his partial and fuperficisll adminiftra- 

tion has left in a total chaos and confufion. But theroccafi- 

©ns are different; and inftead of Mr. W 's being removed*, 

with all his unpopularity Upon his head ; I foretell he will frc 
/u^ereitctmake^afi/aecureofthegovernmcntj, and be rewarded 

with 
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with w Engjilh baronetage, or an IrUb pelage, for his 
glorious exploits in St. C . s, at leaft I dare lay his poor 

head is almo/l turned with a thought of this fort. During 
tJtiU gen^lepian's adminiftration ijo ot. C — r— s, the people 
faw the members of council arbitrarily and illegally deprived. 
<rf their votes at elections, members, without petition, featcd 
an the boufe of aflejnbly upon a minority of votes j feven 
members fent to the common gaol for oppofing this diabolical 
Ijchcme; a&ionp at law for falfe imprifonment, by his influ- 
ence djfcontiflued, yrithput the content of the plaintiffs, and 
|^r. Q«-— — , a gentleman o/ th.e law, committed to gaol, 
W^ere he now lies, for faying, the imprifonment of theievea 
tnembers was illegal, and for fuing out their Habeas Corpus? 
chough Mr. G— — very fortunately has had his opinion 
corroborated by two of the beft counfel in England, Meffieura 
Dunning and Wed4erburne. Gentlemen of rank and property 

threatened with the foldiery from A , for vifiting Mr* 

G in prifon 5 thefe are, aniopgft many others, fome of 

thy noble achievements, O W ; and yet he attempts to 

throw duft in the eyes of the affembly of A , by telling them* 

in his. clumfy fpeech, that he (hall return in a year, when he 
jcnows that nothing can be more foreign from his intentions, 
and that it is become impoffible for him to live amongft the 

people in the W— I- , that he was absolutely avoided in 

St. C- — — — s by every gentleman except the amiable Mr, 
$3—--, that h^ public dining day had been, long before his 
embarkation, discontinued, for the want of company to hon- 
our his table, and that there are now feveral of the late impri- 
soned members in London, with petitions in their pockets 
to the king and council, praying to be relieved from his late 
vsfeak and partial adminiftration of juitice; thus will it ever 
be when t^e reins of government are put in hands guided by 
ppeak heads, and thus has it ever been even in England itfelf, 
when a weak prince has attempted to manage the helm of go- 
vernment j I would have Mr. W— — know, that govern- 
ments Were firA instituted, and governors appointed, for the 
good of the governed, and not wholly for the emolument of 
the governor; I tear he mi flakes this matter egregiouflly j in 
which I {hall endeavour, if poffible, in a fubfeque'nt letter, 
to fet him right. , X. 

■ ' ■ ■ — ■ ' ■■' ■'■ ■ " ■■ « ■ — ■ ■ m 1 ■ « i ■ ■ ■ i —IP———* 

Totbi Printer of tbt Political Register. 

SIR, 

UNDER the reigning adminiftration you fee a political 
doctrine advanced conformable to the ijjeafares of the 
perfons at the helm, 

T2 If 



if tbofe aio* at enlarging their own power, by corrupting 
the reprefentatives of the people, you are toW, the Minifteta 
muft have an influence in parliament, otherwife they will not 
be able to carry on public bufmefs : which may be true, con- 
sidering what fort of bufinefs they are carrying on. 

When. the people have caufe to complain of their own re- 
prefentatives, and have reafon to think they are giving up the 
intereft and honour of the nation, the people are told, that* 
having once delegated their power to* others, they have no 
right to complain; that perfons once intruded are accounta- 
ble to none for any thing they do, during the period of time 
for which they are elected, but that they are to aft accor- 
ding to the di£htes of their own reafon j with other argu- 
ments equally contradictory and inconfiftent; as if they 
thought that any nonfenfe would pafs on the ftrong-eft fide. 

However, if the Parliament is under no corrupt influence 
of the Minifters or the Treafury, but hath difcharged its duty 
to its conftituents with honour and public fpirit, then it 
{hould feem they are little obliged to minifterial hirelings, 
for advancing fuch do&rine, or trumping up fuch arguments, 
which have been laid afide almoft ever fince the deceafe of the 
Rump Parliament, who juftified their conduft by juft fuch 
honeffc reafons as thofe above quoted : and, therefore, in the 
year 1646, a pamphlet was published, intitled, A Remon- 
Jirance of many thoufand Citizens and other Freeborn peopk 
of England to their own Houfe of Commons :— feme extracts of 
which will prove the above obferVations. 

" We are very well affured, that you cannot forget that 
cc the caufe of our chufing you to be Parliament-men, was 
** to deliver us from all kinds of bondage, and to prefervc the 
* c common-wealth in peace and happinefs : for the effe&ing 
<c whereof we poffefled yfm with the fame power that was in 
" ourfelves, to have done the fame, for we mi^ht juftly have 
♦ c done it without you if we had thought it convenient; but 
* c we chofe you (as perfons whom we thought fitly qualified 
" and faithful) for avoiding fome inconveniencies. 

" But ye are to remember, that this was from us but a 
* c power of truft, (which is ever revokable, and cannot be 
>' otherwife) and to be employed to no other end than our 
<c well-being. Nor did we choofe you to continue our truft 
*' longer, than the known eftablilhcd conftitiition of this 
* c common wealth will juftly permit, and that could be but 
** for 6ne* year at the moft : for, by our law, a frefli Parlia- 

• The ancient conftitiition of Parliarrfents was annual, and it 
h bur of late times that the fame Parliament was ever known to 
meet twice. ■ • • «. ... 

J* ment 
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** ment is to be called once a year; and oftner, if need be.-±— 
** We are your principals, and you are no more than our 
** agents, which is a truth you cannot butacknowledge ; for, 
** if youi or Any other, fhall affume or exercife any powtr- 
<l that is not derived from our trufts and choice thereunto, 
** that pother h no lefs than ufurpation and oppreffion, from 
c * which wfe fcxpe& to be freed, it being inconfiftcfnt with 
** the nature of juft freedom. 

•' But. how ye have dealt with us, we fhall now let yoti 
" know; and let the righteous God judge between you and 
*«* us.- — ;— The continual, unrelenting opprcflions of the na- 
•** tion are fuch, that you yourfelves cannot deny them." 

Here, after enumerating fome of their grievous proceed- 
ings, (tho* I don't find, upon a very careful perufal of the 
pamphlet, that they had attempted at that time to extend 

their oppreffions'tb America, indeed the colonies at that 

period were in their infancy, and there were then very few 
loaves and fifties, and not many to be colle&ed by any mode 
of thievery whatever) the pamphlet farther faid. 

** You have fhodk this nation like an earthquake, to pro- 
** duoe no more than this for us. Is it for this, that you have 
4< made fo free ufe, and been fo bold with our perfons arid 
** eftates? — and do you (becaufe of our readinefs to comply^ 
M With your defires in all things) conceive us to be fo fottifiV 
as to be contented with fuch unworthy returns of our truft 
- •" and love ? No, it is high time that we be plain with you : 
<c We are not, and (hall not be contented : We do expeft 
*« to be freed from all thefe abufes, or tell us, it is reafonable 
"we fliould be (laves." 

Thefe are truths, and plain truths ; ' they may appear to 
fome to be bold truths, considering they were fpoke to men 
who had gone fo far as to turn the conflitution upfide down; 
yet, bold as they were, I do not find that the Printer^ or 
Author of this parnphler, were imprifoned, ox fined, or profecu- 
ted, or fo much as taken up ;— they were content with doing 
wrong, without punifhing fhofe who reproached them for not 
doing rights \ 



For the POLITIC AT. REGISTER, 

THE event of fome late trials (hews the neceffity of a 
law for the better fecurity of the fubjedt from malicious 
and vexatious profecutions by the officers of the crown. The 
laws of this country, carefully provided that no man fliould be 
wantorily brought to a trial, for any offence alledged to him, 
jtilj fuch time as the accufation had been deemed fufficiertt by 

a jury 



3 jury of tvrisje men j fad thexefcfce conjd apt .tys convi&ed 
AUiJe£ by the fcnlence.of t^o juries : hut, by a practice begua 
ixithewxvft timcvaedqottmei^ced by the ieprifc judges of ^ 
tbofe t^mesj it has ^een left in the .poorer of an attorney-* 
jgentpral to gpttatfindjr rid of o/ie jujy, *aod to gender the other 
.too often only an . retire engine c^ oppjcqffion in the bands of 
f the minifter. 

An attorney-general therefore snay h^rraft ?cy *nan with * 

eofecutionwho niay iejgffenfive to a minin^r 9 <>r whofhould- 
.ppen to oppoie the attorney's intereijMn a borough. T^ere 
have t been irequent inftances wlpere informations hay.e been 
tiled, and t^e pro&cutians carried on through feveral texm$> y 
by the various and expenfive delays of the law, and then 
.dropped qaly a fay days before they Should ^ayecorne top. 
trials and the fubje&s, after fo .axu^i ttQuble andexpence, 
jiavc neither remedy nor jredtefe. . ,..>....< 

There is another gnevan.ee, ppjt left alarniing, attending 
tbfcje jriads of profeotfions* Special juries were inftituted for 
the purrpofe of trying ca.ufes refpe&ing property, ptpi the parr- 
ties, if tljey, thought fit, might have jurymen of rank fqperior 
,to jthofe ufually (un?nion/sd upo,a juries, who, -^y poiTefling 
larger fortunes, and qf .couffe paying hao^bptter ^duq^tioi*, 
jnig^t fajfly be fuppofed better judgep of the. caujLe .left jo t>heir 
.decjfjqn. ;B«.t fpecial jurjes to try informations, $ejj ty $* 
^ttprnpy-rgeneral, can pe % cqpfid,erep! ordy as additional powers 
in the hands of the officers cif ^ne crown to oppress thip foiled* 
"jThe fpecial juries are taken out of tjie book of the freeholders, 
copyholders^ .and leafehplders, by a clerk in ,t^e crown-office, 
who can choofe out fuch men as he pieafes, or perhaps jfupjl 
3$ -he may ,hc direfled. -..•»■• .; 

if thexefone the crQwn : .oiHcer has the right of nopainaring 
the forty-eight perfons,. out of .which the jury is to be taken, 
k is eafy to conceive that a jury may be fele&ed in the cuunty 
o! Mio'dlefex, or city of Weflminfter, to ferxe any purpofe 
the court may have, at heart, the clerk of, the icrowjQ-ofioe 
might return twelve good men, for the. fake of appearaiice, 
and thirty-fix creatures and dependants of the court, "the at- 
torney-general of courfe would ftrike out the twelve good 
jrjojyj ; and it wo.ujd fee of very little imporiajice to the defen- 
dant what twelve were itrucjc put by himfelf, fuppofing them 
to be all picked out for the purpofe of ferving the views of the 
court. 

Why does an attorney- general call a fpecial jury to try an 

information hied by himfelf, for what he is pleafcd to call a 

libel, but only becaufe he knows the advantage the crown; 

has in choofing out the men to fcrve upon the jury j he can* 

• < • > •• . no t 
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not, he dhes not pretend, to fay there is any neceffey for Hav- 
ing a Juty of men who have had be&cr education, and there- 
for^ may be better aide to judge of thfc matter before them * 
becauie he, the attorney-general, as well as the judge on the 
bench, flatly tells them to their faceSj notwithstanding they 
hare juft worn to well and truly try the caiife and a true 
judgment give, that it is not a mailer which in any wife cornet 
under their judgment or confederation , that their bufihefs is om*y 
to find what thefe two lawyers, call the {&& y which is always 
to this purport : Whether H. Baldwin printed the St. James's 
Chrbnicle, or H. Woodfall the Publick Advertifer ? A fa^ 
which even the printers themselves never would attempt to 



Such a diicretidn to pick, or father to pack juries, trufted 
in the bands of any man, and more especially in thofe of a 
placeman, is totally iriconfiftent with the principles of this* 
constitution, and, if not remedied, may go very far towards 
defirdyirig the liberty of the prefs, and of courfe the reft of th< 
liberties of the people* 

. CINClNftA? US. 

The Recorder of the City of London having neglected to attend the 

Ifite Lord Mayor when he went to St. James's to ffefent the 

"' City Renionjflfana, this has occafioneda Motion for an Inquiry 

' ihto his Conduft \ and, previous tofuch Enqiiity^ the Oath taken 

by the Recorder fras'been ordered to be pubRJbed. 

The Othe of jhe Recorder. 

YE fhall fweare thai ye (hall be good and true to our fo« 
veraigne lord the king of Great-Britain,, and to hit 
hetres and lawful fucceflbrs, and to the citty of London in 
tV office of recorder. And the fraunchifes and cuftomes of 
the fame ciuy, within the cttty and witliottt, after your pow-» 
wye fhall mayntaine. And the counfell of the faid citty ye 
fhall not difcover, which fhould turn or be td the hurt df 
the fame titty i Alfo ye (hall well and continually kepe and 
rule the courts in the chamber, and in the huttings* after the 
teftpme of this citty. And ye fhall not lett for guilt ne for 
favor, for promyfe, ne for hate, but lawe and right ye fliall 
doe to all manner of people, as well to poore as rich, deni- 
reons and ftrangcrs that before you fhall plede in hutting* 
plees and other, and all manner plees that before you fliall bt 
pleaded. Ye fliall well and truly record, and your diligence 

Ire 'fhall doe to fee the faid plees be well and lawfully enrol* 
ed ; Alfo right fhall ye none lett, neither no judgment tarry 
Without caufe reafonable, . And yf ye knowe where the promt 

or 
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or the "gbtjj^.the citty, be it in lands or rcnts^ is with- 
drawen or conce$fc&I, ye (frail (hewe it to the maior, and to 
the aldermen, for the lalvatlon of the right of the citty. * And 
ready ye Jhall he to come at .the warnying of the Maior ana Jherifh 
of their minifters, for good and Wife counfel to give, and to 
ryde and go with them at all tymes when neede Jhall be ^ to tnayntayhe 
thejlate of this citty. Alfo ye (hall attend to faue and mayn- 
tayne the right of orphans, after the vfages of this citty. Affo- 
ye (hall fweare that ye (hall take no money, reward nor guift 
wittingly of any perfon, for any matter moved and hanging 
before the maior, Aldermen or (heriffs, or before the qiaior 
of this citty of London for the tyme being. Alfo ye (hall take 
310 manner of money, nor other rewarde, for any mattet 
or caufe moved or hanging in any courte of this citty, where- 
in by reafon of your office, ye (hall have any authority or 
power 5 except only the fees to your office of old tyme due, 
vfed and accuftorried. Alfo ye (hall beareall manner of taxes, 
and all other charges to you to be levied within this citty, du- 
ring your office, like as cittizens of this citty (hall doe for 
their parte. And thus ye (hall doe, as God you helpe. 

»■■■!■■ ■ !«■ ■ ■ " ■ I »<-»» ■ »<■■ 4 ■■ ! «■■ %,*** 

To the Right Reverend tht Lord Bi/hop ofBriftdl 
My Lord, JuguJI i6 p 177CU 

IT would haye afforded me infinite (atisfa#ion r if, your 
conduct on a late occafion had merited praife rather tfct$» 
public reprehenfion. It was univerfally expeded, that <aa 
audience, compofed of men of abilities and difcernmqnt, 
would have been entertained with the ufeful, pertinent ob- 
fervations of a man of learning, if not. with that delicate, po- 
liteneft which chara&erifes the gentleman. But how* great 
was the difappointment ! The dignity of a Chriflian Bilbop 
was totally obfeured by the, illiberal, inteipperate zeal of aa 
intoxicated partizan, and that hallowed place which has, been 
ever facred to the fervices of religion,, proftituted to the igno-t 
bJe purpofe of. political declamation. 

Had your lord(hip confined yourfelf to the uiuforcn prac- 
tice of -your venerable predeceflbrs— had you reminded ypur 
clergy of the importance of their truftr~-Jiad ..yon exherted* 
them to an exemplary life and conversation, 'and to a> dilw 
gent and faithful discharge of the duties incumbent y!poa 
them, you would have infpired me with a grateful veneration, 
for fo exalted a character, and rendered this public ^ ap<fre^ 
unneceflary. But when, my lord, you facririce, truth ,a^tdf 
decency to the fupport of corruption and ministerial ty ( x%xif\y+. 
ypu inuft not be furprized if your reproachful c»ndu& ii <hdd 
out to the contempt and derifion of all the wife a^dgPpd^ J£ 
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laboured apo- 
and a? 
. . : oppofition 

(fubftituted in the place of paternal advice and pajlorat exhor- 
tation') could afford the fmalleft degree of entertainment to 
the clergy of your diocefe, you were moft egregioufly mifta- 
ken. There are fome men amongft them, my lord, who arc 
an honour to their profeiBon, and who for found nefs of unt 
derftanding, and integrity of heart, will not yield the palm* 
even to the very Reverend the Lord Bifhop of Briftol. . fjaj 

{our Lordfhip's pious intention been more univerfally known, 
am confident the novelty of a political charge would havp 
greatly increafed the number of your auditors That fome 
pains, however, were taken to propagate fuch intelligence, 
cannot be denied ; for your Lordfiiip's fon, with a hp\y zeal ' 
for the good old caufe, induftriouily reported, that his reve- 
rend father would not only deliver fomething new and pe- 
culiarly entertaining, but alfa fomething ftingingly pctiticaL 
The production, it has been acknowledged, exceeded the 
expectations of your greateft admirers, and confounded and ~ 
aftoniflied the enemies of your Lordfhip's encreafing merit* 
For fuch a tafk, my Lord, you were always more t thap equal. 
In fuch fervices you fhine with a peculiar luftre— you dilplay 
the glowing warmth of a benevolent hearty artd prove, ev&i 
to the conviftron of an infidel, that to juft'tfy the wicked for r$- 
ward it your greateft abomination. • 

•The perfonal virtues of our King, my* Lord, are knowit 
and acknowledged. But the people of this kingdom are at- 
tached to the Brunfwick family, from motives widely dif- 
ferent frorh perfonal regard. Their attachment proceeded from' 
a'cohvi&ion, that the eftablllhtaent of that family was neccC 
fary to the fupport of their civil and religious liberties. This, 
my Lord,' is a principle of allegiance equally folid and ra- 
tional, arid the only principle which a free people fbbuld ever 
adopt. The abfurd dodtrines of paffi ve-obediencc and non- 
xefiffance, cant never encreafe our loyalty. Thefe are doc- 
trines to' \frhich we bear a mortal antipathy. They are de- . 
llruSive of the common rights of mankind, and which every 
Englishman, while he N inherits the fpirit of his name, will 
fyum from him with contempt and indignation. 

The unbounded opulence of individuals is on all hands 
confefled. Bat will this knowledge, my Lord, add to the 
fcanty fHpetad of your poor clergy, or increase the felicity of 
the rich arid afflu nt P 

The magnificence of noblemens feats, and the public im- 
plements of the kingdom, are not fubjefts of fafficient im- 
Vqfc. Vtf.' V gprtance 
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fortance to claim fuch diftinguifhed regard in a vifttatiQrt 
charge. Here indeed was ample room for pra&ical observa- 
tions, and your lordfliip with propriety might have added, 
feeing thefe magnificent ftrudhires (hall all bcdiflblved, and 
nature itfelf be deftfoyed, what manner of perfons- ought we 
to be in all holy conversation and godlinef9 ? But holy con- 
vention was foreign to yourLordftip'sdeiign, and godlinefs 
in the prefent virtuous age is* no recommendation to prefer- 
ment. 

The pofitive ip/e dixit of a bifhop, though pronounced with 
grace and foleipnity, will not convince the public, that our 
trade and manufactories are in a flourifhing ftate. . The abfo- 
lute reverfe of this is unhappily too true. Such a declaration, 
my Lord, muft have proceeded from unpardonable ignorance, 
or from a motive which it were facrilege to impute to your 
facred chara&er. 

In the annals of this country, it does not any where appear 
that, the people ever furroundea the Throne with Petitions and 
Remonftrances, without fome very juftcaufe* The vox popu£ % 
in many inftances, has been the vox dei. And your Lorcuhip 
cannot have forgot, that there are, alfo, inftances of princes, 
who having obftinately difregarded the petitions, and contemp- 
tuouity treated the complaints of an opprefled, importunate 
people, have lived unhappy and miferable, and died inglorious 
and detefted. And yet fuch Prince's have found, even feme of 
your holy profeflion, fo abandoned in principle, as to defend 
the moft infamous and tyrannical of all their ads. 

You are pleafed, my Lord, to declare peremptorily, and 
with aflurance, that the people have, now no juftcaufe'of com- 
plaint. Ifincerely wifh, for the fake of your reputation, as 
a man of veracity, that you had with-h£ld fuch a declaration. 
Had you been deprived at that inft&ntof the power of fpeech, 
the temporary judgment would have been a permanent 
mercy ; but now, alas \ your chara&er is irredeemable. 
- The caufeS of complaint are too numerous to recite in the 
circumfcribed limits of a (ingle letter. The late curfed and 
inglorious peace, which your Lordfttip extolled "to the very 
utmoft of your abilities, lias been a fruitful fource of evil. 
The unhappy influence which compleated that iniquitous 
tranfa&ion, has been uniformly felt from that period to the 
prefent moment. And it is from the baleful operations of that 
fccret, unremitting power, that the prefent difcontents pro- 
ceed. Is a violation of the moft fundamental privileges ef 
the people; no caufe of complaint ? The irihiiman maflacre 
of innocents, in the bloody bufinefs of St. George's -fields^- 
the illegal introduction of ajnilitary force upon tfie moft tri- 
fling 
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fling pretences— the legality of their barbarous executions fo-* 
linmly' afferted— murderer* fcreened from puniihment, ap- 
plauded and rewarded for .their jfanguinary cruelty — the juft 
vetdift of an upright jury over-ruled— Majefty itfelf impofed 
upon, and by falle reprefentations induced to pardon atro- 
cious oonvi£ts, not from a principle of mercy, but of juftice 
—the public treaftire moft fliameful J yfquandered , for the in- 
famous pqrpofe of corrupting the moral's of the people — the 
iron rod of oopreflion extended to the remoteft corners of the 
empire — the people betrayed, and deprived of their moft in- 
valuable privileges— their Petitions and Remonftrances re- 
ceived v w.ith coldnefs and difguft, and their perfons treated • 
with indignity and contempt'— and are thefe, my Lord, no 
caufea of complaint ? Shall a people, whefe birthright is free- 
. dom, be thus infulted i Not with impunity, my Lord. Their 
complaints muft be attended to, and their grievances redrdTed 
or the ftate will inevitably experience fuch convulfions as will 
endanger its fccurity, and terrify even the moft immaculate of 
your Lordfliipfs patrons. 

The perfonal reflections which were fo plenteoufly inter- 
fperfedin your Charge, were both illiberal and unmanly. And 
by your frequent and pertinent application of the polite phrafes 
■viMmn^incendiaryylibelUr^ fa£lious y profligate , and many others 
of the like delicate import, your Lord&ip proved to a demon- 
-fbation, that you are accomplished in the fublime oratory 
*of**f*the vulgar. 

How your loidfhip could reprefent the leaders of the oppo- 
fition as a fet of low, faftious r profligate villains, is truly atto- 
niihing. You Jcnew, my Lord, that fuch a reprefentation 
-was grofly unjuft and injurious. A moment's reflexion on 
the contempt which fuch a declaration muft infallibly 
infure, would have reftrained the overflowings of your 
Lordfhip's intemperate zeal and rancour. But the pro*- 
fpe£t of a beneficial tranflation fuperfedes every other confi- 
deration» and though the road to fame be infamy itfelf, yet you 
pvujly determine on inflexible perfeverance, Go on, my 
Lord*. Finis corsnat omnia. 

. Upon what principle you can pretencf to juftify your dif* 
graceful conduct, I am at a lofs to conceive. Your religion 
and your politics are in a (late of open hoftility. As a cler- 
gyman,- you ftrenuoufly recommend a forgiving fpiritj and 
lemper. As a politician, you. are implacable. You enforce 
with pathos and energy, the neceffity of truth and juftice ; 
yet y«*u . bear falfe witnefs againft your neighbour. You ab- 
hor defamation, yet you libel and defame ibme of the moft 
lioblf and refpeftabje characters in the kingdom. This, my 
■v.'. V Z . - Lord, 



laird, isr a ps&t of the confiftency of your conduct It enti- 
tles you toTfcvefeQ.de and efteem, and furnilhes an incontef- 
tlWe- proofs that (hefoty children of this world are wifer in' their 
^emriationyibanihe children of light. 
' I am, my £*ord,'. 

With deference and due regard. '' 
ATTIGUS. 



To Lord NO RTH, 
V My. Lord, . 

MR; Luttrell's fervices were the chief . fupport and orna- 
ment, of the Duke of Grafton's admlniftr&Uon. The 
, honour ?of rewarding ihem was referved for your Lordfiiip; 
ThtfDuke, it feems, had con traced an obligation he was 
-aQiarned to acknowledge, and unable to acquit. You, my 
Lord) had no.fcrupks. You accepted of the fucceffion with 
all its incumbrances, and have paid Mr, Luttrell his legacy, 
stthe hazard of ruining the eftate. '''»* 

When* this accomplifiied youth declared himfelf the cham- 
' pion of Government, the world was.bufy in enquiring **hat 
honours or emoluments could be a fufficient recompfcncei© a 
-young man of his>rank and fortune, for fubmitting to friirk 
•his entrance into life with the univerl'al contempt and dfc^ef- 
tation of his country. His noble lather had not been fo £re- 
> cipitate. To vacate his feat in parliament ;— to jatfjlide 
upon a county in which he had no intereft or connedjloft^— 
.' to poflefs himfelf of another man's right, and to ; maintain it 
. "in defiance of public (hame as well as juftice, te poke a degree 
, of teal or depravity, which all the favour of a pious Prince 
could hardly requite. I proteft, my : ord, there is in this 
-young man's conduct a ftrain of proftitution, which, foi its 
j Angularity,- I ' cannot but aimire. He has difcovered a new 
jine ia the human character ;— he has degraded even the name 
•- crf.fcuttrell, and gratified his father's moll fanguine pcpe&a- 
• ■■ tiora. 

^.. The Duke of Grafton, with every poffible dffpofition to pa- 
1 ? : -ftronfze -this kind of merit, was contented with pronouncing 
■ GaL Luttrell's panegyric. The gallant fpirit> thedifiritereit- 
» ■ ed j&eal of the young adventurer were echoed through the Houfe 
,*' bt Lords. His Grace repeatedly pledged himfelf to the houfe, 
t ■ > asanevidence of the purity of hiis friend Mr. Luttrell^ inten- 
tions ; — that he had engaged without.ahy profped!: of perfonal 
2' .: benefit* ajid that the idea of compenfatiori would' mortally of- 
fend him. The noble Duke could hardly be in earned, b,ut 
* - : : he had lately quitted his employment, and began to think it 

*<•■••••. neceffary 
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neceflpry to take fome care of his' reputation. At that very 
moment, the Iriih negotiation vfas probably begu rr.<~*Gonie 
forward thou worthy •reprefe^tSltivt , of Lord Bute* and tell 
this infulted country, who advifed the king to appoint Mr. 
Luttrell Adjutant General to' the army in Ireland* ,. By 
what management was Col. Cunihghame prevailed on- to re- 
sign his employment, arid the obfequious Gifborne to accept 
of apenfion for the government of Kinfale*? Was it an 
original ftipulafion with the f>rincefs of Wales, <or 4oes_he 
owe his preferment to your Lordlhip's partiality, or to the 
Duke of Bedford's frtend (hip ? My Lord, though ikmay. not 
be ppflible to trace this meafure to its fource, we can follow 

. the ftreatn, ancf warn the country of its approfcohfog dtfftjaic- 
tion,. The Englllh natiop muft be roufed and "put ujpori its 

-guard. Mr. Luttrell has already fhewn us how far he may be 
trufted, whenever an open attack is to be made upon the li- 
berties of this, country. I do not doubt that there is a delibe- 
rate plan formed, your Lordlhip beft knows by whom- ■■ ■ 

the corruption of the legiftative body on • this fide-^-i— 

.a -military force on the other -and then Farewell tciing- 

hnd! It is impoflible that any Minifter (houid dare advife 
the King to place fuch a man as Luttrell in the confidential 
,|>oit of AdjutanNgeneral, if there were ilot fome fecret purpbfc 
in view, which only fuch a man as Luttrell is fit to promote, 

..The infult offered to the army in general is as grofs&s the out- 
rage intended to the people of England. What ! Lieut. OoJ. 
Luttrell to be Adjutant- general' of an army of (ixteen thoqfand 
imen ! One would think his Majefty's campaigns at Black- 
heath and Wimbledon might have taught him better. ~—I 
caqnot help wifhing General Hervey joy of a colleague, who 
does fa much honour to the employment. -t — But, my Lord, 

* This infamous tranfa&ron ought to be explained to the 

fublic. Colonel Gtfborne was Quarter-Mafter-General in 
reland. "Lord Town (hend perfuades him to refign to a 
Scotch officer, one Frpfer, and gives him the government of 
Kinfale. Colonel Cuninghame was Adjutant- General : in 
Ireland. Lord Townfhend offers him a penfion to induce 
. Jhim po refign to Luttrell. Cuninghame treats the offer with 
.♦apntempt. What's to be done> Poor Gifborne muft move 
o'nee more. — He accepts of a peiifion of 500I. a year, until a 
government of greater value fliall become vacant, Col. Cu-. 
ninghame is made'Governor of Kinfale, and Luttrell, at Jaft, 
for Whom the. whole machinery is put in motion,; becomes 
. Adjutant- General • and, in effect, takes tltjbt command of the 
1 jwmy.iii Ireland; 

this 
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thisisejffui* is too daring to, pais unnoticed, too. dangerous to 
be received with indifference. or fubmii£on« You fliall not 
have time to new model the Irifh army. They will not fub- 
mit to be garbled by Col r Luttrell.. As a mifchief to the 
Engliih conftitutioa, (For: be is not worth the name of enemy) 
they already deteft him. As a b6y 9 impudently thruft over 
their heads, they will receive him with indignation and con- 
tempt, As for you, my Lord, who perhaps are no more 

than the blind, unhappy inftrument of Lord Bute and her 
Royal Higi^nefs the Prineefs of Wales, be affured that you 
{hall be called upon to anfvvex for the advice which has been 
given, and either difcover your accomplices, or fall a facri- 
. See to their fccurity. 

JUNIUS 

■ b ' ■ ■■ ** ' ■ ■■■« ■!>! Ill . . >■ «- ■■ !■'*»■—■ ■ ■ ■!—■■■ ' I M ^ I I H ■ II II !■ I I I I II. li M l I ..» 

To, the Right Honourable Lord N O R T H. 
My Lord, 7 ul y Z^^jyo. 

IN fame late letters that haye appeared in the papers to 
yourfelf and Sir Edward Hawke on the fubject of the Na- 
vy, one would imagine the author of them had the fpirit of 
•prophecy from the very great and alarming misfortune tbit 
ha* now happened at Portfmouth-Yard j but whoever ha$ 
.any knowledge of that moft interefting fervice, and has given 
-any attention to the flovenly manner in which that depart- 
ment has been lately conducted, could eafily forefee,; and! 
'might as juftly have foretold, we were at the eve of many mis~ 
fortunes. I wifh that on a more exact infpeflion into every 
branch of that fervice, we may not find there are flill greater 
•dangers attending the neglecT: of our Navy, from the igho • 
xance and inattention of thofe who have of late prefided over* 
it : But (hould I herein relate the many particulars I am ac- 
quainted with to prove thefe aflertions, I fear advantages may 
be taken by our rivals, which I fliould be very forry to giye 
them, and who«are but tOQ frequently on the watch to avail 
themielves of the wretched conduct of the Admiralty Board ; 
I will therefore take fome other more effectual, though lefa 
•public method of. conveying them where they ought to be 
known, in hopes they will pe redrefled before it is too J ate. 
A thorough cnange in that department can alone effect i^ 
with a&ricl examination into the prefent ftate of {hips, ftoreg, 
♦and different yards. How often fuch an inflection has beeji 
made-by the prefent Boards as a Board, or by thofe indivf^ 
duals who compofe it, and might be fuppofed from their r3ro^ 
fcffioft \q have had &me knowledge in it, I leave the probr* 
' ' - • to 
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to their own Journals (if they have any) fihce tfte Earls of 
Sandwith and Egmdnt refigned that Board. "^ 

My "Lord, I will not take up more of your time at prefent # 
I have the marine fervice much at heart, and do allure you^ 
unlefs'I fee fome means fpeedily ufecf towards redreffing the 
great evils, and preventing the fatal confequences arifing 
from the prefent manner of conducting it; you muftex'pedl 
to have many alarming truths thrown before you, where you 
will probably leaft thoofe to have them examined. One word* 
more I muft fay, ipy Lord, and that is, does your Lordfhip 
and* your Colleagues confefs, (as I hear you do) that the pre- 
fent old,' infirm, and therefore infufficient Officer at the head 
is incapable of doing the duty of that great and interefting of- 
fice, where he has no naval affiftance, or next to none, or 
perhaps worfc than none ? and can your Lordfhip be fatisfied 
with his determination to poiTefs the emoluments of his office 
0s long as he is told, your fituation mud fuffer him to do fo 
if he choofes it ? And do you not t^inlc he has been Effici- 
ently rewarded for "his fervices by a penfion of three thoufand 
f>ounds a year for three lives, tne having had the additional 
alary of that great office, and ihe opportunity of having pro- 
vided for all his friends and followers ? But he muft have a 
Peerage or he will not go out when he is no longer fit to flfay 
in, and will your LordJhip recommend to his Majefty to give 
him a Peerage, and refufe it to others who have at leaft an 
equal military claim ? 

My Lord there can be no hefitation between the duty you 
owe to your King and Country, and the delicacy you may 
profefs to have for an Old Officer; but if the latter prevails* 
there cannot be a moment's doubt but it will be far better 
and cheaper for the King and the Public, that you load Sir 
Edward Hawke with titles and riches' fo that you do but dif- 
,m\C$ him. , 

I am my King and Country's 

And your Lordf hip's Friend,. 

' ASE-AMAN. 

• JtDlJJhrtation on the original DifpuU between Grtab-Brhain , 
and her Colonies* 

IT is* held a maxim, that in government a proportion 
ought to be obferved between the fliare in the legiflaturd 
and the burden to be borne. The Americans pretend to no 
(hare in the legiflature of Great-Britain at all, but they hope 
they have never forfeited their fliare in the conftitution. 

% * Every 



Ererjr g^iwriiiiijfeirt.iiippofo ..rule ^^prot^i^Aaj^A^ 
governors* Support *o4.job^dience.irqni; ttofc ik&i >a{e.Jgp- 
yerrred -, irom theie duly teiinpcrsd.arifes the prerogajti^^o^e.' 
/ crown and the liberty of the £ubjs& ; .hut.he tha£ £i& f not i* 
right to his.own bath, no jprepetty* and he t^inuApar£wit^." 
his property by laws agairrft bis confetti* ot the coafen^oi, the 
majority of the pcopk, has .aa : libei*y^ .Thpfititifafwfy? 
tittion is made to feeure liberty and pJttpeuy > jvhatqve^ tak$$ . 
away thefe, takes away the conftitytioa. itfeif # aud^cai^t, b§ . 
constitutional. ^ • •*,,* . * ,.„,.. ,.. .,,..*" l? :*.;«;• 

To form a clear judgment on. the power of.^d^oj^ it x 
njuft beenquired on what right that power, is gro^ided. -It 
is a fundamental maxim of Englifh law* that tbere is a <^on- 
trad between the. crown and fubjefls; ,if fo^.tfee crp^a 
cannot lay on any tax, or any other burden, on the, £M^e&t ' 
but agreeable to theoriginal pontra& by. authority of, par^g- 
jnent ; neither can the foris properly concur, or the. cogiax)^* 
feim?& tak-btM for any other purpofebut the f^^^rf thg- 
crowivand government, confident with, the original <$ntr?£r 
betwefnthat and the people.. . •••; ,. : . t ~\ ^. 0J v 

Atffabjefii are dependent on aad Subordinate 'toatlretgftfc 
xpmmtm mider which thgjr live. An -EagjU(htta*i& Fflwefe 
nhiftobferve the laws of France;* But itcanootbe iwdtk&U 
the dependency and fubordination ; in England, is thfeftriMtfcb 
dependency and fubordinarionjn France^ . In govorniriftfeftr: ' 
whert the will of the foveretgn is tKfc fupren^e Jita^itfafc 
fabjeds have nothing to give 5 their W/ t isia the dif£o<aj bfiftb 
government; there, fubje&s pay; bu^lwuring iK)thi»g^f<*hoH\ 
own cannot give ; but in England the commons givilwdgnfrtq 
Thfs implies both a free -and Tokmtaryiac^ ;and>fthatidi^! 
give nothing but their own property* , : ... / . ., ; . . ft ,.g a ,ft 

Though every part of the Britifh empiceis boqnd toi&ppoHf 
and promote the advantage of the whole, .it. i* hyiaa&utal* 
rieca&ry that this £hould be dorie by a tax. indttoW^AlifitJjh 
laid on the whole ; it feems fuf&ctent that «wery pafVdh&uiifc 
contribute to theftipport of the-whole as : itx r^ay berbarfkahdrf, 
and as may beft fuit with the common conftitution..^ 4 ^t^iq^ 
* J 'have before obferve* the different degrees of ^mndecky " 
on thef mother ftate ; I (hail now- review the^irne ajjanvrtroJi 
a particular regard to mipofihg or -. payings taaev ariiiif. w 
material difference hath always obtained in -this rot{se^\i& ivriUw 
confirm my affettion, thatevery branch of -the Britifh^empdtt 
is not affiled by the tax-laws of Great-Britain iii.ttirf.feff 
iarhe minner. • - * — ••"' - .*/ r** r»* 

% *f%£ parliament has a right tctafc, 4>uf this-rightismotrm* 
^reWyi the rriembers-df U^as menV fcftiean, ifcettiembe&xJI 

* : ' parHaiftGnl 
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perffefaent are riot (like Ac fcttatie of Veniee$<fo many veto* 
who hare cadi of them* native and i nb m nui right to he the 
infers of the people of England, or even their lepftfattatta** 
ttofdo not matt eogfetfcer as a coart of proprietor to consider 
their common intern^ *»* agree ^Hth one another what ta* 
they witilay on thofc over whom they hear rok^ or whom 
they reprefent, but they only exercife that right which nature 
hath placed fat the people in general, and which, as k cannot 
tcmvcnfcntly he enemiM by the whole people, tbift have 
hedged in fane of their body chofen from among themfclveiv 
and by tfcemfetves, fee that purpofe, and empowered for a 
tiineo«ytotnw&atheafcun of the whole, and to fcgflte 
in their behalf on Arch fimpliesas it ma v be neceflary tofataiflk 
nfctotfee crown for the iopport of it* dignity, and the aecef* 
fkSettnd pfoteclion of the people. 

It Would be attfind to fey, that die crown hath a right t6 
lay Oh at**, far a* taxes ire granted to the crown, Coin this 
cafe the crow* would make a grant to itfelf* and hence the 
Sili of Right* expreMy aflerta, mat the levying of money for, 
or to the ufe of the crown, by pretence of prerogative, with* 
ootgnuit of parliament, for a longer time or m any othet 
manner than thefiune is or fliali be granted, is illegal * hence 
alio time h z material difference between money-bills and alt 
Other lews* The king and lords cannot make any amend* , 
mane in moneyobtlls, ** ** faottfc of lords frequently doth 
in all others, bat muft accept or tefufe them fuch as they are 
offered by the commons, the constitutional reaibnof which it 
very obvious, it is the people only that give, and therefore 
giving muft be the fok a& ot thofc by whom the giver* ait 
repmenttd. The crown cannot take till it is given, and they 
that give cannot give but oa their own behalf and of thofe 
Whom they reprefent} pay even then they cannot give bet in 
a oonftitotional manner; they cannot give the property of 
thhfetbcy rcpiefen* without giving their own alfo exadty ill 
thefiune proportion 5 every btfl mull be equally biodiow upeA 
naic whom they reprefent, and. upon every one that Is a 
keprefentative* : 

Every representative in parliament is. not a representative 
lie) the whole nation, but only for the particular place fajr 
which he hath been chofen. If any are chofen for a plurality 
df pi aces, they can make their electron only for one of them. 
lEhpffJeAofs of MMiltftx cannot chufe a repiefentativ* but 
fac A£dtJkfix, and as she right of fitting depends entirely up* 
on the. election, it feems clear to demonftration, that no 
member can reprefent any but thofe by whom he hath been 
defied t if not elected he cannot reprefent them, and of 
\\ot*VlL X corib 
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cqdrfc not confetti to any thing in their behalf, . While 
-Great BritainVreprefentatives do not fit aflerabled in parlia- 
ment, no tax whatever can be laid by any power on Great 
•Britain's inhabitants; it is plain therefore, that without. re- 
presentation there can be no taxation. If rcprefentation 
*rifes entirely from the free ele&ion of the people, it is plain 
•that the eleded are not reprefentatives' in their own right, 
feat by virtue of their election ; and it is not lefs fo, that, the 
ele&ors cannot confer any right on thofe whom they eleft 
but what is inherent in themfelves; the electors of London 
cannot confer or give anv right to their members to lay; a tax 
-on Weftminfter, but tne election . made of them douhtlcfs 
empowers them to agree to or differ from any meafures they 
think agreeable or difagreeable to their conftituents, or the 
kingdom in generak If the reprefentatives have no right but 
.what they derive from their ele&ors and election, and if .the 
ele&ors have no eight to eleft any reprefentatives, but /or 
-themfelves, and if the ri e ht of fitting in the houfe of com* 
mens arifes only from the election of thofe defigned to be xe~ 
preientatives, it is undeniable, that the power of taxation ia' 
the hdufe of commons cannot extend.any further than to. thofe 
who have delegated them for that purpofe; and if none x>f 
the ele&ors in England could give a power to thofe whom 
jthey elefted to reprefent or tax any Other* part of his majefty's 
jdoftiitidns except themfelves, it muft follow, that when the 
commons are met, ' they reprefent no other place or part ,of 
his majefty's dominions, and cannot give away the property 
r but of thofe who have given them a power fo to do by choofing 
them their reprefentatives. 

, The parliament hath the fole right to lay on taxes, and 'tis 
not the king and. lords that grot and: grant, but this is the fole 
a& of the commons. The commons have the right to do fo 
either from the crown or people, or it is a right inherent* in 
themfelves; it cannot be inherent in themfelves,- for 
they are not born reprefentatives, * but are fo by ele&ion* 
.and that not for. life, but only for .a certain time; neither 
Can they derive it from the crown, elfe the liberty and 
property of the fubjeft muft be entirely in the difpofal and 
-pdffeffion of the crown ; but if they hold it entirely from 
*thfe people, they cannot hold it from any other people "but 
.thofe who have cbofen them to be their reprefentatives, and it 
fltotlld feem they cannot extend their power of taxing beyond, 
-theiimitsof time and place, nor indeed for any. other purpofe 
than that for which they were chofen. As, the commons in 
psfliamept cannot lay any tax but what they muft pay tbem-^ 
Jtlv£s, find fails equally on the whole kingdom of England^ 
foj by a fundamental law, they cannot lay but fuch a part of 
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the* general tax on foftie part of the united kingdom. The 
jpriiidpality of Wales was never taxed by parliament till it was 
incorporated and reprefehted, and, poor as it is, it pays now 
considerably larger than Scotland, which is as big again/ 
When England is taxed two millions in the land-tax, no 
more' is paid than 4.8,000!. and yet to lay a higher land-tax 
on Nohh-Britain the Britifh parliament cannot, it canndt 
without breaking the union, that is, a fundamental law of' 
the kingdom. AH' the right it hath to tax Scotland arifes 
from and muft be executed on the terms of the union. 
' The iflands bFGuernfey, &c. are not taxed by the Britifh 
parliament at all, they ftill have their own ftates, and I never 
heard that the Britifh parliament ever offered to hinder them 
to lay on their own taxes, or to lay on additional ones, when 
they are not reprefented. 

Ireland is . a conquered kingdom, the greater part of its . 
inhabitants papifts, who In England pay double tax. . The 
Romans always made a difference between their colonies an4 * 
their conquefts, and as reafonable, allowed greater and in- 
deed all common liberties to the former, Ireland hath been 
conquered twice again upon the natives fince its firft conqueft, : 
neverthelefs it has hitherto had its own legiflaiture ; if the * 
parliament of Great-Britain claims a right to tax them, they 
iievcr yet have made ufe of that right, and feeing for ages 
pkft they have enjoyed the privilege of having their owtn ' 
property difpofed of by reprefentatives in a parliament of their ; 
own, it is very natural to fuppofe, that they think themfelves 
entitled to thefe things* and the more fo, becaufe, in the ve- 
ry bill that determines their dependency, they are not faid to ■ 
be dependent on the Britijb parliament, nor yet on crown and 
p&fliatnent, but only on the crown of Great-Britain. 

If the parliament of Great-Britain have a right to tax the ' 
Americans, it muft either be the fame right in virtue of which ' 
they have a right to tax Great-Britain, and be vefted in them * 
by the fame power, or it muft be a diftinft right either 
inherent in* themfelves, or vefted in'them*,by fome other 
power. 

• The right of the commons of Great-Britain, to lay on 
tatfes arifes, as I conceive, from their having been chofen by 
the people, who are to pay the taxes to a£t in their behalf, 
and as their reprefentatives. There may be other qualifica* 
tions' neceflary, that a man be a Briton born, fubje£i of the 
kino;, poflefled of a certain eftate, &c. but none is fo abfo- 
lutety heceffary as ele&ion. He that hath been a reprefenta^ 
trve had* a right to refufe or concur in any tax-bill, whilft a* 
member, tut if he is not chofen again in a following parli^- 

X 2 meet, 
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. he JiMh ne;. right whatever tOrin^kUe 4 ^ tfoinjttitfr», 

thir promt that the power is ©rrginally in fteoe^pk^ ***dt!pt* 

legiflattve capacity, of the whpie hpnie, aaAofeterymfmbmy^ 

depends upoV their free election, /and i*^ i^ /orite ne las^ci^ 

than for the time for wnicb they haye. bean, ele<3gi> thjs> ta^> 

ii» elafped, the txuft rjpofed in then* entirety ceafrs^. it atwi 

folutely returns to the body of th<e people $, in that internsc 

daring which the people arc unrerjttf^nqtd, any power: ibqir^ 

reprelentauv^s might have ii v entyjrely and fofcly in tbepeopklt 

themfeim, no tax cap be lajd on, npraay law to bindefthffi^ 

ponrfe be formed, for this plain rcafon, belanfe there ay* nott 

pfrfoiu^nalined for that purpofe. The people have npt rnw>< 

p«tfe^ta*ives afligned, biuc^&thein^ ami; being, feebpfen^r 

the rights of the people reiki? in them, and tlfey ajay *ne$t*,n 

„ and tiot'before, ad: in their behalf* Now> when the.ctovt*i 

ifljust ^wfks of elc&ion, it, is not to empower the eledpesptoA 

chnio reprefentatives for America, nor yet for al^Grafelfabri; 

tain, but only for pome certain place, fpecifed in tb^wxfe£i> 

arid Mien the electors of Great-firit^n, chide. refa**£nuM\? 

tiye*j their meaning alio is not to chjtfc repre&ittfctnpr faro? 

their fejio*r njbje&s in America^ or any where cl(e> hotjfopot 

tnemfqlves/ In Great-Britain, English eledori cannot 4*&'< 

in. he half of Scotland, and Scotch cannot in behalf pfEii- 

gjand ; and for the fame reafon. neither Scotch ; nor EngUbf* 

can/cleclany. for America. Tbefe ele&ora do lufticprafetifc!} 

theJb^encazts, no* are they their proxies to vote in.fnemb*r*r[) 

forthcir behalf \ -neither can British electors givearryinftruo*ii 

tions toBritrth reprefentati ves, or inveft therewith anyipeiwHr.i 

erkadtfpofe of the rights and property of any. of tfack fettn%«^ 

fybje$s. twiAout the kingdom of Great-Britain. It. foeate^ 

not .urireafonahlc then to conclude, tha* the right which. tbfr» 

eltffod acquire by the eleftion to pafs tax laws brndingupnn ' 

their eie&ors* does, not at the fame time give them a rtght<$o ' 

re^reient and lay taxes Jon thofe who never invefredtbea* - 

withooiy fuch power, and by whom they neither were noc> 

couM.be. elected. If the Americans themfelves are not to* . 

ceived as voters in the biflioprick of Durham, manor of Eafta* - 

Greenwich, or any place, not -mentioned rn their chatter*, <> 

and tjhefamc liberty and privileges with thole places are then**- t 

in -ikciuied unto them, if they are.not allowed to chufoitayti 1 

rejpnrifehtatives. for themfelves m the houfe of common*, ?ifc f c> 

feernsntturaJ, that what they have no right to do themfetresyr 

nonexan have arighttoWrbr^heni, andiapobody cancrwfe ' 

or fend a rcprefentativefor them to any placewhere theyarerioty t 

alipwedtoCit or he reprefented^ If fo, the electors of Grear>B%j<- 

tain never in fc& elected reprcfcnUtivcs for America.,: not coit^.v 

X. thefe 



tW^t l mt9^ p^Bkkfxom^f9x^pwtiia give irtwJr^Topfttf , 
WMrttoyti^M***) tfaq*fchfcr 4 The efe£qrajrfnr«iii lfiyrfniCj 
A**afea*pi|Bittert.(ltttr rcftfcfeitorttjroi^ 
cJb|prf canw**dMpttfe e£ the property tit * America, thorefooat 
tteri caiMigt&gfteia prater Ibi tccdo uiitifcottara* ln£ogiandb 
tb*i*t»ii;te4Mr,faxtti^ arid, m*xc* 

pgfritttr ir n i i whhottf; xteftkio ;,^mjL£ it ia nnafcmahla lhafcibk'? 
rqpidbatt^fK^c^Qrnrt'Brtuin^ro ttotixkdcdby nor for/th«r 
AApfejMMt; ndntfere^^ and&ytijn 

thci^Wiamnt/of <3ie«t Bcitaih ha$ a «right/to ok Amw k»* 
thud tight omnot peffiiMy? bd gadunded OQ,tb^aca»£drira«i9*Q 
tb«fcttaB*pwpfcf>f< (icat &it^.hftve>chofcli ibtrttt^ehiJtt^a 
ppfitit*tix«%: widUMH whickxiicke thtyiv^dtbctttftyafstto*; 

Itt<3Brfet «llu •'• ■*/ '*..* .-<""-• .:« . ? t ?•*»..'. -,ri . t wf , : ..-s -.ft-. 

iff jtfw ParB««ent*£ Orcat*Btrtainnliasi« rig^<to.ta» th*/ 
Amemarta tlHfeifi £pom »tta bright whjtah>$btv dcfiwe/frcmli 
theitf 3ye£tatrv and ^Hy^^ thcJtepmfeatatbrc* 

e&tepetylcMi&bn^ they fnufrhehk 

either Ao^tte£row»<, * rir .fiwik >tfta Ameweemy oro^elfet* 
nmft bcAfiqttiiOTqtbckttC right* m t ihv&£ekm+<at : lcz&& cpftvi - 
fewfeftsd ^ their nbwng Reprcfetttatires of «bt pebplfc *£(<• 
GjotafctBritakK ,■..-:•-;->..> \ .* :.,-*■•*■• 

Jtcis iplilitJthat thr Cofarfer&aveL been fettled^ by; authori- • 
tyrffc^*ubd*mtfaeii^^ bat asrtbcCrtwwa 

diAmotdarierve unto itfcif a. right ta~ral&ov*nchenr wlithotf^ 
tbeirrtmnKMelbbhei, faatxra tiwicomrary efablifhed Lcgi/U^ : 
tu*»aftniog:them ; as 'it did. nod refceve a right wkjrtaita'r. 
oaMtenvitt airaasmertfrbrch, we re the experiment otadew 
EogUndi might ibti thought qnconftkutiona), foneitbepdoi 
finbtbatsi relcnre df that kind was made by the Grown i*fe*> 
voMhaf^beBarliarnttit; ontha contrary, by thejCh*tfar»'aifc: 
thoiqbabttents; were promifed the enjoy ment of the fame* wdd 1 ! ' 
all privileges' pf his .Majefty's liege fubje&s in Engknd, of * 
wfcMd<Kirae& not to be taxed where .they are not repreftn* 
ted ck on© of -the. principals .As to any: right that mightvac^ >•.« 
crueito.Parfianifintrfrom any a& .orfarrenler of the* Actoem « 
caj«v 4 i - Relieve it hath ; inevec been . thought of ; they hate a - 
pr9ftaind;ventraticm for the. BritUh. Parliament; theyloatk 
upon it as the great palladium of the BritiJh Liberties, but : 
ft Ui they, are not repiifented ; they have had their >o*» Le> 
giflatiwea and Reprefentatives for age* paft* and a* a*itfdy:< 
capnot bt^more than Jn one place at once, they . think they 
caetaot be legally reprefented in mare than oqe kgiflatiire h>«, 
dy* but alfo tbink v that by the laws of England, Protefoum 
ought not to be doubly taxed, or, what they think worfe, 
taited in two places. 

v^< • if 



( «5* ) 
* tf therefore this right of taxing the Americans refrtfes Jig 
the Commons of Great Britain at all, k muft be an inherent 
right : in themfelves, or at leaft in confequence of their befing 
Reprefentatives of the people of Great- Britain; * They<ft for 
the better fecuringthe dependency of the Colonies, which 
I have inferted at large, evidently feems to tend this way. 
That the Colonies were thought at the dhpofal of Parliament 
one might be led to think, becaufe by that ac\ from. the Am- 
ple authority of the Crown, which they were till then fub- 
jecl to by their Charters, they were now declared to be fu- 
bordinate to and dependent (on the joint authority). of Crown 
and Parliament. Yet concerning this a&, I would only ob- 
ferve,. that however it may determine the cafe from that day* 
it cannot be the ground on which the fubordination of the 
Colonies originally itfas or now can be built ; for it declares not 
only, that the Colonies are and ought to be, but alfo that they . 
always, have been, fubjecl: to Crown stnd Parliament. A lav^ 
binds after-it is made, it cannot bind before it exifts, artf.fr 
farelyit cannot be faid, that the Colonies have always been 
bound by a law which is above a hundred years pofterior to 
therm in point jof.exiftence. It is alfo a little difficult to re-* 
concile this law with prior Charters; our Carolina Charter 
makes our province fubjeft immediately to the Crown, and 
near a hundred years, after a law is made to declare, that thU 
w*s. not and muft not be the cafe, but that the American^ • 
always were and ought to be fubjecl: to Crown and Parliament; < 
Perhaps this hath not been fo ferioufly confidered as it may 
hfreafter, but neither this nor any law can fuppofe to be 
' bftiding ex poft.fado, or contrary to our fundamental corifti* 
tutioa. Montefquieu obferves, that the Britifh confutation: 
(Which God preferve) will be loft, whenever the legiflative 
pQwer (hall be more corrupted than the executive part of the 
legjiiature. 

*And after all, in this very law, the Americans are allow? 
ed to be reprefented in their own AlTembiies, and to by oft 
duties and taxes though not exclufively ; but whether Ameri- 
ca or any part of the Britifh empire, fhould be liable to have 
taxes impofed on them by different legiflatures, and whether 
thefe tyou-Jd not frequently , clafh with one another, to the 
detriment of Crown and Subjects, I leave others duly to con- 
liu^r* and. am, &c. 

DEMOPHOON. 
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Ta William Lord M ■ ■ P . 

My Lord, 

I AM not going to accufe ypu of pufiUantmity, in conceal- 
ing your fentimehts of the Middlefex ele£lion ; it fhews 
you have fome little regard to confcience* fince you fufrcr 
yourfelfto become contemptible, rather than juftify fo violent 
a proceeding. Could you take tip fortitude enoi/gh to lay 
your opiruon undifguicted before the public, and efpoufe the 
caufe of liberty, we know the confequence : you would be *• 
deprived of all your titular difhonours, and emoluments of 
place. "The firft rudiments of law inculcated on ftudents, 
are, felfifhnefs, fraud, and irttereft. Your lotdfhip is a firft- 
rate genius in the litigious profeffion j and it is nothing fur- 
prifirig that you have ftri&ljr adhered to its moft important 
principles. Honour, as one of your countrymen juitly ob- 
served, " is a mere non-entity in Law : it is a fhadow with- 
out a fubftarrce." The whole tenor of your aftions, and the 
extraordinary meafures of fome other rifing geriiufcs, fuffici- 
ently exemplify tjiis precept. * 

Six F~ — N-- , without arty merit, but what he 

could derive from the above rule of court, begins to be a Qu- 
iring ornament to the long robe : he muft not yet expert to 
reach the fumrnit of glory, in which your lordflhip fits unri- 
valled :'he muft firft go through every degree of fervility, as 
you have done, before he can hope to be as you are. Evert 
then hiy country will be an obje&ion ; though he contributes 
all the mifchief, his prefent prefiding<fituation gives him pow- 
er to do, to ruin the intereft and conftitution of the South, 
and advance the defigns and tyranny of the North \ he is ftftl 

a native of the unfortunate fide of the Tweed. His m ^ 

is happy, or rather unhappy, in poffefling a. penetration much 
above the humble intellects of his predeceflbrs of the houfe 
of Hanover* By this fuperior knowledge he has difcovered, 
that merit is a plant which cannot thrive in the South, and is 
only to be found perfect in the North* Happy for you, my 
lord, that the earl of Bute is your countryman: Scotland cati 
now boaft of her children : if an open, dating, bold rebelli- 
on, threatened her with ruin; a fecret, covered^ confpiracy, 
now promifes her empire. If her infamy is increased, her 
riches keep an equal pace with it 5 and honours, if titles may 
With propriety be called honorary, have not been fpared to 
embellifli her. Whilft the notorious favourite engrofles gvery 
department in the ftate, you prefide under him with an arbi* 
trary dignity over the law. There you have (hone like your- 
felf; you have fet afide every rule and ftatute which obftruft- 
ed your defigns, and a&ed by rules felf-made. 

The commands of the miniftrj have been to you as fo ma. 
iry laws : to them you have ftooped with a fervility, which 

Y z evea 



even sk Scotchman, with a lktk national pride j would hare 
looked upon with contempt. You have doubtlefs, an un* 
bounded knowledge of the- law: your greateft enemies.' bear 
teftimony to your abilities : you have, therefore, the more 
vengeance due to you for abufing and misapplying thofe ta- 
lents. An honeft Englishman, who widerftands the nature 
of the la.Wj and is acquainted with the conftitution of his 
country, trembles at the advancement of a lawyer to the head . 

. <rf the law who has more knowledge than virtue. When you 
acquired an univerfal knowledge m the law, you knew too 
much j unlefs you had pofleffed the integrity of a Dunning, 
tb temper that knowledge with juflice and virtue. Nothing 
human can beperfe&: our conftitution, which when per- 
mitted to take its own courfe, is freedom itfelf, is ftill open 
to the affaffins of the law ; there is no fyftem of government 
but what may be injured by perverting its tenets* ;and mak- 
ing what fhould be its defence, its annoyances _In doing 
this, you have out-heraded Herod, for you have given fen&i- 
on to almoft every unconstitutional proceeding that has dis- 
graced the miniftry of the earl of Bute* and his^ creatures. 
Your memory will exift in the calendar of fliame aid con- 
tempt, as long as the pernicious effe&s ofvouf raifapplied ta- 
lents- and piean TerVility (hall be felt. To the dilhonour.of 
the law, your lordfhip is not the only time-ferving member 

of ir. B- 1 —*- S , though he has not your talents, and 

therefore not your power, has niore than your inclination. 
This man, having no invention, has laborioufly copied every 
minifterial meafure which you hfcve ? acording to order, ta- 
ken : confeience is as little regarded by him as the clerk of 
the clofet to the princefs dowager. 

There is furely fomething unfortunate to liberty in the ftu- 
dy of the law : Sir William Blackftone, notwithftanding he 
has already borne teftimony to the juftice of the people's com- 
blaints, is how ranked with the inftruments of the minifter. 
But his inconfiftency does not injure the caufe of liberty: he 
wrote as an Englimman, though he has a&ed as a lawyer. 
To pay a compliment to his underftanding, at the expence of 
his virtus, may not be acceptable : otfirwife he might be 
told,, that' the excellence of his precept lays an additional 
load of infamy upon his example, ' 

How fe\v Have the fortitude to tread in the fteps of a Cam- 
den : his fuperior virtue, joined to his fuperior talents, make 
Jou, my lord, dwindle to your native obfeurity. Whilft 

. virtue, and an integrity immoveable, are obje&ions to pre- 
ferment at court, Camden will be prefered in the hearts of a 
grateful people. The fpiritofthe miniftry was never more 
apparently difplayed, than in the difmiffion of that worthy 
lawyer from an office to whichuhe was an honour. Compel- 
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ling fuckuaa important, foch an ufeful member of tjiefale 
t6 refign, w'aa openly acknowledging their contempt and .<!&» 
regard of jufticei The refignation of Mr. Dunning fucosed*- 
cck i and the law is now pretty well dialed of thofe hemf in* 
cumbrances . honourable praAattoners* Your lowHhip bit 
more modefty than I thought a Scotchman in power cooM 
poflefs : confeious of lord CamdeaVfuperior abiikks» yoa 
hefitate to fucceed him. in his office. i . . 

Let me advife you, my lord, to do more ; your abilities am 
too great for the caufe you employ them in : talents more in- 
conhderable may do more mifchicf than the genius of a Cam* 
den can repair/ Be it then your nobler employment to -devote 
your abilities to the public good : dare to be independent, 
and copy from him what a lawyer in your exalted ftation 
ihouid be ; — or elfe for (hame refign. 

Aug. 8, 1770, MEtfENIUS, 

llll — ■ II. I »!■■— Ifc II M ill ■ >■ ill tl — I 1 1 II ^ 

Upon thi Vif diffs on the Trials o/MeJrs Baldwin dkd Miller.: 

"NOT GUILTY! » 
»-~T TARK I I can't believe the founds 

.J[ A Sure— * r tis fome iMVorjpeftreftQm the ground I 
Or fame curs'd fiend that, prowling thro' the fpheres, 
JVIocks our defpair, and fafcinates our ears. 

« NOT GUILTY "--did you tell me- Are you sure ? 
Can Truth vet live ? -— or Innocence be pure ? 
Sure 'tis a dream ! or witchcraft fell malign !. 
?Tis no more human — than it is divine. 

It muft be Whim — or Fancy yi^—befide ; 
Delufion's vapour, or its Phantom's pride, ^ , 

That prone to wifli--- is fond to think it too : 
Sees all things real — and yet nothing true. 

Come — foftly— friend— -and liften yet again : 
There — hark ! I'hear the voice of Gods in men ! 
'Tis Nature's voice— that feels Britannia's groans ; 
And by Her Verdict clears her guiltlefs fons. 

Hail glorious Judgment ! be Thy worth enroled 

In deathlefs Brass — or adamantine Gold ! 
Whole found with Horror (hook each hackney d Sage, 
And ftain'd each cheek with difappointed rage. 
Made Archon redden with redoubl'd flame, 

•While T-^ grinn'd to hide his blushless fhame : • 

Stfyck with appall each Hydra-dragon flies, 
Makes for his cell— and as he makes it-— dies ! 

So die .They all— rwho feek not Britain's Good ; , 
Their lineage noble — or divine their blood, * 

Shall merit this — if dy'd in Murderer's ftain ; 
: THey foil a Peerage--^ defile a Reign ! - 



* I* ERIC A N INTELtlGEN C E f 

. ... ■ Bofton, June aB* 

/^\N the 2 1 ft inftant a committee of the howfe of reprfefen-* 
Ly tativ*s waited on the lieuteaant governor with the fel* 

lowing meffagp, 

' M&y it pleafe your honour, 

<c In your laft meflage to this houfe, you was pleafed to 
fey, that you was in expectation of a letter from his majefty'$ 
fecretary of ftate, which it was probable would contain matt 
ters of importance to the government : and that therefore you> 
then thought it neceflary/ that the court ihould continue fit* 
'ting fome time longer. . 

44 The houfe would be glad to be informed whether in 
confequence of any letters you have received by the packet 
now arrived, your honour has any letters to lay before the a£* 
fembly. If fo, the houfe is ready to attend their duty, provU 
ded you will be pleafed to remove the affembly to its COnftkiw 
tional place, the town-houfe in Bofton:- But if your honour 
is yet determined agpinft, fuch removal, the members oft~tbe 
houfe are very defirous of returning to their re/fce&ive 
homes. 

The 22d inftant his honour feat the following meflage to 
both houfe$ of affembly, - • , 

Gentlemen of the council and houfe of reprefentaiives, ' 
c< I cannot remove the court to Bofton. I am fo fenfible 
ef the mifchief which muft be the conference of your final 
refufal to proceed in the public bufinefs, that I miift earneftly 
recommend to you a re-confideration of your votes or refolvcs 
to the contrary. I am ftill in expe&ation of important advi- 
ces. If I fhould not receive any before Monday, and you 
{hall perfift in your refufal, it is my intention then to give you 
a fliort recefs. 
Cambridge, June 21. T. Hutchinson. 

The foregoing meflage being read in the houfe of represen- 
tatives, the queftion was moved and put, whether the houfe 
ftiU adhere to their resolution not to proceed to bufinefs' while 
the affembly is thus held out of the town-houfe in Bofton ? pak 
fed unanimonfly in the affirmative. 

And on Monday laft, the 25th inftant, a committee of the 
houfe waited on bis honour with the following meflage, viz. 

May it pleafe your honour, 
c< Your meflage of the 21ft inftant has been read and con- 
sidered in this houfe ; In anfwer to which we beg leave to fay, 

, that 
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that the mifchicfs which muft be the cpnfequence of our rto 
ceding from the votes and refolutJons to which you refer, 
are To obvious t)hat ttye houfe> have now unanimoufly refolved- 
to adhere to the lame : therefor^' if your honour is yet do* 

* termtoed nortaTcrnqvcthe affembly toBofton, we are very 
defirous of leave to return to our. refpeftive homes. . 

On the fame day the honourable his majefty's council fent 
to bis honour the following mcflage, yxz. •.•'».* 

* It gives the beard great concern, that in your meflage 
of the 22d inftatit, dire&ed to both hpufes-, after declaring 
how* fenftble you are of the mtfchiefs which muft be the 

* confequence of our final refufal to proceed in the public 

* bofinefe,* you recommend it to us to reconfider our votes 
oritefolves to the contrary; when nothing is more certain 
•than that the board never pafled any one vote, refojve, or 
order irelative t6 their proceeding or not proceeding on public 
bufinefe : So for from it, as that it never was fo much as the 
•faWe&of their debate. 

* His honour made . an anfwer to. the above mefiage to the 
cowcii, which concludes thus : .: 

" As I fee no profped of perfuading the court to proceed 
tobufmefs, and as I am unwilling the good people of the pro- 
vince £hould be at further charge, I fhall give a fhort recefs, 
in hopes that, at the next meeting the difficulties you, are tiow 
under will beremawl, and that the feveral branches, of the 
leglflature will agreein feutiment upon thefe points." . „ . 
In the afternoon the fecretary went to the houfe.andiatd, ' 

. . ." It is his honour's pleafure, that this, great and general 
court or aflembly be prorogued to . Wednefday. the 2,5th of 

r July next, then tx> meet at Harvard College, in Cambridge.: 
And the faid great and general court is prorpgued accord jng- 

• ly- >? . , ; 

At a meeting of the merchants and others in trade, on Mon- 
day laft, a letter received by exprefs from the merchants at 
New -York was read, propofing fome relaxation in .the non- 
importation agreement : The fubjed matter of this letter waa 
maturely considered and debated; and it was thereupon re- 
fed ved .(till to adhere to the non-importation agreement, with- 
out the leaft deviation, until the revenue a& impofing a duty x 
on tea, &c. be totally repealed : and the trade farther voted, 
That the ifcnding committee fhould immediately inform the 
merchants of New- York of this their refolution ; and the ex- 
prefs returned on Tuefday laft with this refolution. 

The merchants, &<?. at Connecticut have done the fame. 

An 



An Impartial review of 

POLITICAL WORKS. 

?bi H^ory' of the Reign ^GEORGE Tire THIRD, King of 
Great-Britain, &c. to the Conclufion of the SeffUn of Par*. 
Baminty ending in May 1770. To which is prefixed a Review 
if the late War. Bvo. T.Evans. 

TH £ mod difficult tafk an author can affign himfelf is 
that of writing* the hiftory of what may be called 
m the Hying times," Specially in a country lb much under 
*fce influence of parties asGr*at~Brkaij!) thernoftaindeniaftfc 
fci*orica4 fa&$ are fur* to give offence to ibme living ch£- 
«e6ter: and the juft commendations fee&owed on great and 
good men to raife a general outcry df partiality againft the 
Aiftorian, in an age in which the majority are neither good 
•or gr*at. The ableft oounfcfa of an accompWhed ftatefmao* 
4he moft eloquent and' nervous orations of the patriotic 
fenator, and the greateft exertions of martial ftrill and 
*%*atery, in the commanders of fleets and armies, appear to 
the jaundice eye of envy as fo many gvof* mifaprefentatioaa. * 
An JifllbeciJe or corrupt miniftry will n£ver give credit to the 
*etatfoft& of tjie >vife and fuocefsfui measures profiled by, their 
•pr^ceflbcs % but on the contrary will ever t rand the hiftorjan 
^kJh the deteftabie epithet of hireling fcribbler, or fa&ioas 
'-critic' : but an impartial public will perceive what fet of men 
have yigoroufly promoted the honour of the crown, and the 
welfare of the fobje&; and a grateful people will bear 
teftimony, by their approbation of the writer, to the faithful 
portrait of tbofe glorious times when the nation was refpe&ed 
and feared abroad, and when her arms, arts and commerce 
-were carried to the higheft pitch of human glory, under an 
able, upright adminiftration ; they will all thank the hiftorian 
••WlJo convinces them of the difference, and expofes the fatal 
cflfafts of puerile and corrupt conduft in the management of 
public affaire. / f ' 

Wemuft fuppofe our author to have been animated by the 
hopes (of meriting the applaufe of all unprejudiced, indepen- 
dent Englishmen, when he undertook to combat the dif- 
advantages already mentioned. His expectations we- doubt 
not,/ will be fully anfwered : for exclusive of too warm an 
attachment to Mr. Pitt, whofe public conduft, in fome in- 
Hanoes, has been as exceptionable as it is in general highly 
meritorious, we may venture to pronounce that he has given 
ys a juft account of the great events of wajand peace, of the 
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tevokitiaAs in- tbe cabinet, of the views and interefts of th« 
known leaders. of qur. t poUtical parties, and of tb^ ftate o( 
Europe fo for j%$ it interferes with the concerns of Great- 
Britain, during the interefting period of time he has feledted 
for the fubjeA of his hiftory,. Under a full convi&ion of the 
utility therefore of (uch prod unions of the prefs, to the riling 
generation, as may improve their understandings without en- 
dangering their morals, we recommend this hiftory, inftead 
of thofe idle fictions of romance which are iifually to be found 
in the.handaof ouxyouth of both fexes. 

The moil intttftftipg events finqe the acceffion of his prefent 
majefty, in poirjfcfcf political csntroy^rfy,,. are* the peace or 
1763.: theqtorrsl .with the American colonies; and the de-« 
ctfion of the Middjefex cicdtipn.in 1769- On each. of. theie 
our hiftorian is yery eUborate^ and. has collatedevery material 
argument, advanced on either iide in the cpurfe of the warm, 
debates on thefe important fubjeib, 

.As a fpecirnen of his hiftorical accuracy, and of his difin- 
tercftcd regard for the honour of his country, we {hall take 
the liberty to borrow his relation of all the circumftances 
attending the negQciatiorif and C9nclu/ion of a peace .^hich. 
has made fo :mwch noife in thewprld, and has he$n the, 
fubjed of conversion at all the courts of Europe. 
: *' Experience having now convinced France that the prefent 
was net a favourable jconjijnfture for deriving from the 
family compaft all thofe advantages, which (he had figured to 
her imagination, flie inclined ferioufly to thofe pacific fen- 
timents* which fhe had formerly counterfeited. The flow 
progrfis of tbe Bourbon ^rms in Portugal, die retrograde 
motion of the Rrench tro<5ps in Germany, and the conquelt 
of Martinico and its dependencies determined her to this 
meafure early in the fummer. When the Havannah was re- 
duced* when the. troops fent to retake Newfoundland were 
made prifoners of war, ^nd when the great armies on the 
continent. were .finally baffledy-both-branches of the Boufboa 
line embraced this relburce as the fqle mepns of Uvipg tjhem- 
from ruin. 

England, though able to parry on the war, w*s not tverfe 
to .peace; becaufe ^Ihe was not intoxicated with her fuccefc. 
Vi&ory was bptQiqe fo familiar to t}ie people that it t could no * 
-longer dazzle tbe^eyes^; The moft .trivial advantages were 
at the beginning pf , the, war. received with more cordial joy 
than was* now,,^fpeflqd,9n the jrioft fignal conquers*, jiut 
tboMgh all ranJis, defired peace, they deiired it honourable, 
lading and adequate, to. pur fuccefles. They did not wi(h by 
-a^ecipuat^co^prprniie to fee the nation's permanent intereft 
VftuVJJ, Z fccrifked 



facrinced to its immediate eafe. On the contrary they were 
willing to continue the ftruggle* till the humblea enemy 
acquicfced in fuch terms as the conquerors might juftiy 
impofe. 

Unfortunately for the kingdom the men, who now di- 
rected the helm, were not ruled by the voice of the people, 
but by narrow, felfifh maxims, which they had learned in 
the frbool of corruption. They were unanimous in banifhing 
Pitt from the council, becaufe they liked neither his perfon, 
nor his politics. They thought his morals too rigid, his 
planners too aultere, and his authority, which he derived 
from his popularity, too great to be endured. Upon his re- 
moval they feemed to breathe more freely, and tobavetbrpwn 
off an oppreffive burden. But they were foon undeceived* 
The duke of Newcaftle, whofe family had long managed 1 the 
ftate without controul, had in a courie of long fervice, and a 
fucceflion of great employments attached to his intcreft feme 
of the moft confiderable people in the kingdom. The obli- 

fations and favours, which he had conferred, had eftablUhed 
is power in the parliament, and among the moneyed gentle- 
' men fo firmly, that it was no eafy matter to (hake it. The 
ridiculous part of his chara&er ftrengthened rather than, 
weakened bis authority, as it rendered his power lefs for-, 
midable. Serrfible of his own ftrength and imagining that • 
Pitt was the only obftacle to the recovery of the feme de- 
fpotick fway which he once exerci fed under the late fovereign, 
he entered cordially into the fcheme, by which that great man 
was difplaced., Not aware that he did not enjoy the royal 
confidence, which is fo neceflkry to the full exerci fe of minif- 
Icrial power, he fondly imagined that he could by bis con- 
nections controul the fovereign, as Pitt did by his popularity; 
and that lord Bute, who had that advantage, , would be con- 
tent to a& a fecondary part. Not fufficiently attentive to the 
all grafping fpirit of a favourite, nor indeed to his own luft 
of power, which might have taught him better,* he never 
dreamed that this nobleman Would be fo rafli and ill-advifed 
as to thruft himfelf into the firft office of ftate, before he could 
be hardly known, much lefs trufted by the publick. When 
rhe event convinced him of his error ; when he found his in- 
fluence gone, and his high rank difgraced by a thoufand mor- 
tifications, he reiigned, fully fatisfied that the good correfpon- 
deuce, which had formerly ftibfifted between him and lord 
Bute^ wsis produced by. their common dread of Pitt. The 
new minifter, who began to introduce the practice of pen- 
sioning every one that was difmiffed, offered bim five thou- 
land pounds a year: but h^ refufed jjiis bribe for hi* for- 
bearance 
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bearmnce* Whether his rcfufal proceeded from difinterefted- 
nefs, from contempt for the donor, or from the hopes of re* 
fuming his place, it is difficult to determine : but whatever 
the .caufe was, we could wifh. that other rninifters had imi- 
tated his example, and not increafed the debts and incum- 
brances of their country by accepting mean and fcandalous 
alms. If they muft be maintained by the public, let them be 
maintained at a lefs expence : let alms-houfes, or hofpitals, 
like thofe of Chelfea and Greenwich, be ere&ed for the re- 
ception of broken courtiers and difcarded rninifters. 

Many perfons of high rank and influence following this 
example, threw up their employments, and exafperated tha^ 
ill humour, which the difmiffion of Ifitt tyid produced among 
the people. The promoters of the Hanoverian fucceffion, 
and the fupporters of the plan of liberty adopted at the revo- 
lution, were in genera] difgraced ; and the few, who retained 
their places, neither trufted, nor were trufted, That party, 
who would willingly be diftinguifhed by the name of country 
gentlemen, and we reformerly called tones, feized the helm 
•of ffcte, and directed national affairs. Since the acceflion of 
the prefent royal family they had been never confulted by the 
foyereigns, and had therefore joined every oppofttion, pre- 
tending that the good of the realm was the fole motive of their 
conduct. This circumftance procured thern fome degree of 
popularity, and naturally threw them into the intereft of the 
prefent king's father, when he was at variance with Walpole 
and his affociates. The influence then acquired, they culti- 
vated with the greateft affiduity, and, as might reafonably be 
expelled, found means to inunuate themfelves after his de- 
ceafe into the good graces of the heir- apparent. The uni- 
Verfat and jufl contempt, into which the exiled family was 
now fallen, and the firm root, which the houfe of Hanover 
had taken in the ifland, contributed not a little to their fuc- 
cefs. As all fears of competitors for the crown were now re 7 
moved, the point was to reftore the prerogative to its anc.enc 
fplendor, and to indulge the love of unlimited power, which 
is equally natural to all families, and which a favourable op- 
portunity never fails of bringing to light. What c<mld be 
more conducive to this purpofe than committing the reins of 
government to men, whofe predileflion for monarchy has 
always rendered them as neceflary to the views of eftablifhed 
families, as the whigs have ever been for their introduction ? 
Their unconftitutional principles, their arbitrary maxims, 
their obfequious and ductile temper at court, their haughty 
and over-bearing behaviour to the people, pointed them out 
a* the proper minifteia for extending the regal power to art 
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equality with'' that of foreign potentates, whofe unci re urn- 
fcribed authority no limited prince can. behold without «nvyt 
Far be it from us to infinuate'that our gracious fovereign har- 
housed any fuch dangerous defign : the publick is convinced 
of the contrary. We owe this dark fcheme to tjie cbunfels of 
a great lady, who to the misfortune of the rearm didates tA 
the legiflature; and introduced this party under the pretence; 
of abolifhing all odious diftin&ionV, and extending to all fub- 
je&s an eqiial ftiare of' th« : royal favour. But it was foon 
found that in (lead of participating they engrofled all power, 
and made every grace pafs through, their" channel. The 
*whigs, who had long monopolized the whole Authority of thfe 
ftate, could not endure this partiality, nor fee others poffefled 
of what they thought themfelves beft entitled to both by their 
fervices and by the favour of the publick, whofe voice no wife 
prince ever negle&ed. Intereft and ambition coinciding to 
enflame their minds they alarmed the publick,' whofe appre- 
henfions had been fufficiently excited, by the change itfeff 
without any additional fuel. Perfonal referitments, fa&ious 
violence, and local prejudices were, all united to throw the 
nation into confufion arid diftraSion. •* 

To a miniftry thus fufpe&ed and hated the conduct of a 
war was difficult, the ancient and known connexion between 
the chiefs of the oppofition and the moneyed intereft rerw 
tiering the fupplies as uncertain as the events of the cam* 
paign. Their failure would be conftrued incapacity ; and 
their fuccefs would be converted into an argument for unrea- 
fonable terms of peace, • « They were fenfible of their flippery 
fituation ; yet, rather than relinquifli the profpe&Vof riches 
2nd honours, which lay before them, they refclved upon ter- 
minating the war,' "and concluding a peace more lucrative to 
themfelves than 1 to their country. As excufes they alledged 
not only the burdens of the war but its fuccefles y not only 
the doubtful ftate of Portugal, but the flourishing ftate of 
Pruffia. They pretended that it was fujl time to fufpend 
hoftilities and to confult the interefts of humanity j when all 
the original purpofes of the war were anfwered, and territories 
enow were conquered both for perpetual poffeflion and refti* 
tution. For they had determined among themfelves that it 
was now become a maxim for a victorious nation to make con* 
fiderable ceflions in order to purchafe the forbearance of the 
yanquifljed, . . : •. . 

f > both courts being thus equally fincere in their advances to 
peare, no wonder if ail difficulties were foon removed. As 
a furer pledge of mutual faith two perfons of the firft rank in 
both nations Avcre appointed ambafladors, the duke *f 
:' . • .- ^iverjioij 
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ftiwrtmois on the* part of Frariqe, and on the part of England 
iche duke of Bedford, a nobleman equally remarkable fof the 
elegance of' his maiyiers, the pplitenefs of his addrefs, and 
the -depth, of his politicks.. This treaty was founded on the 
Jaft negotiation, which our minifters had neither the fenfe 
nor fpirit to improve; for it is in many refpe&s worfe, but in 
iiarefpeds better. , , k 

As our great ally .the king of Pruflia, was now become for- 
midable, fince he .had almoft annihilated the army of the 
^empire, and acquired great advantages over the Auftrlans, 
the Britifh minifters readily agreed $0 drop his alliance ;*the 
.French being equally inclined to withdraw their ; afliftance 
from the emprefs queen and .to t evacuate all the^r German 
<conquefts without exception. After they had fully. refolvcd 
on peace, this ftpp was by no means blarneable*, as the 
.Germans never talk pf fufpend^ng hoftilitics, while they have 
Tuppltes of foreign gold.. , They were iefs excufable in having 
.at the beginning of the .year offered to continue the Pruffi^n 
fubfidy, and retufed to renew * lefs material aj/ tide, that pf 
.^concluding no peace without the king of .Pruffia's content. 
All men of political fagacity thought it a ftrange piece of {tatp 
*fcraft to defert an ally at the very moment, when he was 
Jikelyto be in a condition to give us effectual affiftance, and 
to turn the balance in our favour againft France., Such were 
the politicks of the time ! But time w;ll (how that to preferve 
khebalance pf Germany in its prefent ftate will be prejudicial 
to Britain, and that it ought at that period to have been 
turned as much as poffiblein favour of the natural proteclor of 
the proteftant intereft in that country. Indeed, there is no 
pecafion to appeal to future events to prove "this obfei vation, 
•for if we take a. juil view of the matter, we Ihall find it 
juftified by paft experience. For to what did we owe the 
.burden of the Auftrian and Pruflian fubfidies in the tyvo.Iaft 
wars ? To the .too equally bajanced power of Auftria and 
jPruiua. When the hpufe of Brandenburg 'was weak and in r 
considerable, we were expofed to no fuch enormous expence. 
What then can be more rational than to- oring Germany back 
to its ancient ftate ? What more politick than to prefer a pro- 
ieftant to a catholick power ? The affairs of Portugal were 
fettled. with equal eafe: all its territories were evacuated 
withou/^diftin&ion. .The boundaries of America were ascer- 
tained J^ith the utmoft. exa<5triefs : a line drawn along the 
taiiddle of the rjivess Miflifippi, Iberville, the lakes Maurepas 
and Pontchartrain to thejfea, feparate the poffeffions of the 
•two nations; the extenfive but barren fands pf Florida being 
pxebanged fpr, the Havannah, and ouj: expectations of the 
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Philippine ifles. The French were according to the treaty 
of Utrecht allowed to catch and dryfilh on the banks of 
Newfoundland from Cape Bonavifta to Point Biche ; and the 
iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon were ceded to them toge- 
ther with the liberty of Whing within three leagues of the 
coaft in the gulf and river of St. Laurence, Spain defifted 
from her claim to any fifhery in thofe feat. In the Weft 
Indies we retained none of the conquered iflands but the 
GreAadeg ; Tobago, Dominica and St. Vincent being our 
'own ancient -poffeffions, and of little value. We had an oM 
claim to St. Lucia ; but it was relinquished. Spain pledged 
her word that we fhould not be molefted in cutting Logwood, 
and that is all the fecurity, which was ftipulated by our wife 
minifter. The differences about the capture of Spanifh 
Veflels in time of peace were left to be decided by the Eqglifh 
courts of admiralty. In Africa Goree was reftored to the 
French, and in the Eaft Indies whatever had been conquered. 
All mention of the French prizes was prudently omitted. 
The iftand of Belieifle was exchanged for Minorca, and 
Dunkirk was to be di (man tied. The family compact pafled 
without the leaft notice ! 

That we may be able to eftimate properly the merits of this 
treaty, it muft be remembered that there are four things, 
which determine whether a peace be good or bad. Thcfe 
are the alliances frhich it procures, the indemnification which 
it taakes, the permanence which it promifes, and the necei- 
fity which forces its acceptance. 

The firft head needs little difcuffion. The peace brought 
113 no new ally; but it deprived us of the only one, that we 
could boaft ; and then we ftood friendlefs in Europe. Such 
was the fyftem of politicks embraced by thefe miniflefs I Our 
anceftors grew' great by another. 

In the fecond ingredient of a good peace" this treaty is no 
lefs defective ; it affords no compenfation. All our acqui- 
litions hardly produce a revenue fufficient to defray the 
ex pence of their efhblifbments ; much lefs any aid towards 
the reduflion of our debts. A good miniftry inftead of re- 
ftoring Goree, would have for this purpofe infilled on the 
renewal of the affiento, or contract for fupplying the Spanifh 
Weft Indies with negroes. We had as much right to demand 
It as at the treaty of Utrecht, and we had incomparably more 
in our hands for its purchafe. What floods of treafufe would 
have poured in upon the kingdom from this fource ! Proper 
management would have duefted its courfe into a publick 
channel, and repleniflied all exhaufted exchequer. Such a 
capital ltrolte in- politicks WouJ4 b aY * taen of infinitely niorc 
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fervfce than all the tricky of finance, and the boafted fcheme* 
of ceconomy, by which' fome narrow-minded ftatefmej* 
Would bring a few peppercorns into the treafury. B|ut the 
peace-makers not fatis&ed with negle&ing this eficntial point 
retained, neither Mart inlco, nor Guadaioupe, which would 
have' greatly encreafed our duties, our trade, and navigation., 
Through the want of fugar-land, the EngliJh are greatly in- 
ferior to the French in this lucrative branch of commerce : 
they are not only beat out of foreign markets, but fuffer aU 
the inconveniences of a monopoly at home. The retention 
df either ifland would have removed thefe difadvantages, and 
withal enfured us a certain, fpeedy and confiderable fupply.. 
And, what is not to be forgot, our acquifitions upon this 4 

{>lan would be double their intrinfick value, as France muft 
ofe whatever we gained : whereas in North America the en* 
creafe of our trade cannot diminish that of the , enemy.. 
Indeed the ceffion of thefe territories will not only hurt us* 
by the lofs of the direft trade to themfelves, but by the lofs 
of that trade, which, were they in our hands, we muft no* 
ceflarily carry on with Africa for flaves, and with our 
American colonies for provifions and other neceflaries. All 
thefe advantages will now center with our rivals. We muft 
not liften to thofe vifionary ftatefmen, who would perfuade us, 
that America is abundantly able to fupply all the deficienccs 
of our trade in other parts of the world. If the variety of its 
climates and the encreafe of people (hould ever put it in its 
power to furnifh us with every Weft Indian commodity, and ? 
to purchafe all our manufadures, that xra is too diftant to 
anfwerour prefent neceffities. But who does not fee that, 
long before that period America will, like all the powerful 
colonies, that ever exifted, {hake off its dependence, and , 
make us regret that we totally exterminated the French, and > 
rendered our protection no longer neceflary ? Extenfive ter- 
ritories, arid numerous fubjecls are undoubtedly defirable, 
objeds to a natiQp, that would be great and powerful. But 
let them be fubjeft ; let them be, like the Weft India iflands, 
incapable of fubfifting without the affiftance of the mother 
country. 

The determination' of the fecond point neceffarily deter- 
mines the third. Foi how can a peace, that reftores the 
moft valuable pofleffions, and confequently the ftrength of a • 
rival, be permanent ? The Newfoundland fifliery is yielded 
in a much more extenfive and unlimited manner than it was 
granted by Pitt. A3 if our mjnifters were refolved to leave 
room for chicanery and contention, the French are allowed 
to isft within three leagues of the coaft in the gulf and river 
? pf 



r 176 1 

' if St. Laurence. What armaments, what expence, tfkad 
Vigilance, can fecure the obfervation of this article ? It muft 
be as fertile a fource of quarrels and complaints as the fishery 
itfelf will be an excellent nurfery of young feamen to man in- 
due time their Weft India fleets, or to render their rtavy 
formidable. It is idle to pretend that the good faith of 
France is guarantied by our poffeffion of the continent, 
becaufe it furnifhes thefe iflands with provtfions. The events' 
of the* laft war prove the reverfe. Martintco made frs flout a 
refiftance as if the French had been ftill matters of Canada ;. 
it was fupplied with provifions from other quarters* The 
defencelefs and naked condition of our logwood cutters muft 
be equally productive of war ; for it is not words, but the 
power of repelling force by force, that can prevent hoftilitks* 
Thfe king of Spain pledges his royal word that the logwood' 
cutters ihall not be molefted. Did ever negotiators accept of 
fuch a ridiculous fecurity ! Pitt infifted 6k thp acknowledge- 
ment of our right to this branch of commerce/ and* declared 
that, before he would relax on this or any other article, he 
would fee' the tower of London taken fword in hand. But 
he, alas f no longer directed our councils; elfe the family 
GompacV the m °S odibus and formidable confpiraqy, that 
ever was formed againft the liberties of Europe, would never 
have been pafled over in filence. We had materials in our 
bands to break the whole fabrick in pieces, and to deftroy 
for ever a combination, which is particularly defigned againft 
this kingdom. Inftead of firmly preffing this point our mi- 
nifters recognifed the compact in all its parts; For our pleni- 
potentiary with the knowledge of his principals at home 
treated with thofe, who managed the interefts of the two 
crowns, as if they had been one ; the Spanifh minifter re* 
ceiving his inftruftions not from Madrid but from Verfailles,, 
which faw the whole Spanifh monarchy melted down into its 
cabinet. In order to confolidate and ftrengthen the friend- 
fliip, which exifted between the two courts, they allowed 
them contrary to the treaty of Utrecht to make exchanges in 
the Weft Indies. After duly confidering all thefe circum- 
ftances what reafon have we to think that the peace will be 
lading? 

But perhaps we were under a necoffity of concluding a. 
peace? Perhaps all our rcfources were exhaufted, while thofe 
of France were ftill frefti ? Such was the language of the 
peace-makers; but with what juftice let the ftate of our 
trade, {hipping, manufactures, and revenue declare. It ap- 
pears from the cuftomhouie books that our, foreign trade, the - 
caafe and meafure of our domeftick w trade, was encrcafed 
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more than one-fifth above what it had ev6r been in any. 
former period. The Britifh (hipping had likewife encreafed : 
it Amounted to ninety thoufand tons more th*n in the heft 
year of the peace, and fixty thoftfand torn of foreign 
ihipping were added. The whole annual balance of our 
commerce with foreigners and with our colonies exceeded 
four millions fterling. How then could .our manufactures 
hare decayed, except trade can be carried on without com- 
modities and manufa&ures ? The fa& is that they had not 
decayed* but flourifhed beyond their ufual extent, as may be 
proved from the entries in various parts of the kingdom. 
Gould then our manufacturers emigrate, and defert to foreign* 
countries ? That is impoffible, for manufactures require 
hands. Indeed why fhould they emigrate ? To be better 
payed, fed or clothed ? It will be difficult to find a country, 
where they can enjoy thefe bleffings in fo large a proportion- 
as in England. But perhaps they deferjted us in order to live 
cheaper ? That may poffibly be granted when it is (hown that' 
by living cheaper anymore is meant than that the fame quan- 
tity of labour will procure more of the neceflaries and con- 
veniences of life in one country than in another ; and that 
any country is fuperior to England in that refpc£t. It will be 
difficult to perfuade our common people that they have worfe 
houfes, worfe fires, worfe cloaths, worfe provifions than a 
French manufacturer. Why then fhould they emigrate?. 
The truth is that none had emigrated but fuch as had been 
decoyed by high premiums, and the profpe£t of becoming of 
journeymen the heads of large and flourishing manufactories : 
a thing, which will happen to every country famous for ex- 
cellent workmen* As our manufacturers had not defer ted, fo 
neither had our revenues from confumption decreafed. The 
two daring taxes laid fucceffively upon malt and beer, objects, 
which before had been immenfely loaded, did not impair the 
confumption : on the contrary it grew under them. How 
then can it be pretended that we were in want of men to carry 
on the war ? An increafe of revenue and trade is a proof of 
an increafe of people. The difficulty and expence of re- 
cruiting our armies arofe more from the additional hands then 
employed in our encreafed trade than from depopulation? 
But perhaps France was in a more flourifiiing condition ? 
Perhaps her fuperior riches and credit rendered peace Inecef. 
fary ? Nothing can be more groundlefs. Her trade was 
almoft annihilated. She had hardly any (hips at fea but'pri- 
vateer^. Her maaufadturess muft therefore have decayed, her 
Yoh. VII. A a people 
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people decreafed, and her revenue dwindled away. As % 
proof flie had turned bankrupt. Still however fhe borrowed : 
but (he borrowed at exorbitant intereft. Her credit, though 
low, was not entirely annihilated. The intereft of her debt,, 
great part of which was unfunded, amounted to feven mil- 
lions fterling. Herilocks fold for litde more than half their 
original value, and her fupplies were greatly inferior to the 
demands of government. Her people were reduced to the 
utmoft diftrefs and defpair by the number and weight of their 
taxes. Nothing can exceed the moving complaints pf their 
parliaments on this fubjeft : they (how that, had.it pleafed 
our min ifters, we might have forced them to accept any terms 
of peace. Spain, their laft hope, was now incapable of re- 
plenifliing her own coffers, much lefs of repairing their ex - 
baufted finances. Her communication with South America, 
the fource of her wealth, was cut off: great part of that 
wealth was feized, and the road was open and cafy for the 
ftizure of the remainder. Having failed in her firft attempt 
upon Portugal when furpri fed naked and unprepared, iheharf 
little profpeft of fuccefs againft that kingdom, now that it 
ftood collected in itfelf revived by reftored difcipline and fuc T 
cefsful refiftance. 

What then could induce our minifters to conclude fuch an 
inadequate, unfecure and inglorious peace, when all our 
enemies lay proftrate at bur feet ? What but humanity, . which 
would not allow them to* ruin thofe enemies, who had never 
fpared us ? Inftead of taking advantage of the conqueft of the 
Havannah, which the French and Spanifh ambaflkdors thought, 
^decifive of their fate: inftead of humbling the houfe of 
'Bourbon for ever, and giving it the firiifhing blow, they al- 
lowed it tof rife once more, that we might once more have the 

. giotf^of {Jpniing oceans of human blood, and conquering it, 
if,we\<:ari.> fWhat a chriftian difpofition ! what beroick 
courage \ -They mrrfed in their bctfom vipers whofe flings will 
fee mortal -Britain." 

' The affairs of America and Ireland are likewife difcuffed 
with great precifion, and it plainly appears that the author has 
lead with attention every thing valuable that has appeared in 
print, befides bsing furnifhed with the fubftance of the par- 
liamentary debates on thefe fubje&s; The decifions finally 
given againft all unconditional meafures in every part of the 
Sritifh empire, and under different admin iftrations, leave no 
room to doubt that this writer is a zealous friend to the poli- 
tical liberty of his country ; as fuch he will hardly be read by 

' y ..... :'- » W1 y 



any of the friends of the jjrcfent miniftry, who.fe meafures H* 
feverely cenfures, and .clofes his work wijh calling on hia, 
countrymen, to impeach them ; but fhould a change cake place 
in administration, and a miuiilry be chofen who are deter-, 
roiried tp g& on conftitutional principles, (apd we hope that 
event is not far off) we apprehend that in their time thisbold*» 
animated record of the errors and vices which crept into go- 
vernment from the year 1763 to 1770, will be held in uni- 
versal efteem. 
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T firft fight this work does not feem to be one of thofe 
which properly fall within our department, as Re-> 
viewers folely of political performances, but on a clofer in-* 
fpe<5kfcnV and after the fatisradory account we hopetogiv* 
of k, we flatter* ourfcl^es it will be found to merit the atten* 
tion of the legiflature, and of every benevolent mefnber of 
fociety, who has the profperity and reputation of his country 
at heart. While the caufe of humanity is pleaded in a ner- 
vous mariner by this fenftble writer, the principles of true 
policy a#e brought in aid to fupport the following incontefti* 
ble truths «« that it is highly improper the power aflunled by 
creditors to imprlfon their debtors at will fhould remain any 
ionger in their hands/* On this bafis he grounds the follow- 
ing affertibn, ** that the exertion of that power ought to be , 
aboliflied for the honour of our conftitution, the good of the 
nation, and the fafety of individuals ; becaufe it is an excefs 
of cruelty— an unjuft aft— an ineffectual remedy — and a 
practice detrimental to the ftate. Each of thefe pofitions he 
confiders feparately, and the perufal of his arguments cannot 
but deeply affect thofe who are bleffed with humane feelings, 
I which difpofe them to commiferate the deplorable fituation 

of the unfortunate ; to fuch, arjd to thofe obdurate wretches 
who have been guilty of the inhuman excefs of cruelty, fo 
pathetically defcribed under the firft head, we carneftly re- 
commend an attentive reading of this part of the mafterly per* 
formance now before us. The humane and benevolent will 
, be thereby difpofed to afford every relief in, their power to the 

I uahappy confined debtors ; and hard-hearted creditors, by 

having all the horrors of a dreary prifon expofed to view, and 
laid before them,- in their cookr moments of reflection, whan 
.v - A a 2 paffion 
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pfrfionand refentmfent have ftibfided, maybe foftefted into 
' ij&ercy, and, ere it is too late, may call to mind thfc condi- 
tkmt on which he friu&es his expectations of eternal hoppi- 
nefs, " Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors." 

It is our province more particularly to dwell on the laft 
point*— — 

" The exertion of the power given to creditors, to impri- 
fon, at willy their debtors, and to keep them confined/*- /j^, 
is not only cruel, not only unjuft, not only inefFoftualj it is) 
alfo a political evil, a pra&ice detrimental to the Jlate. 

" By the exertion of that power, thcrprifoner, as I have al~ 
ready ninted, is deprived of his birth-right, Liberty ; his 
family of its chief; his country of an ufeful member; his 
Icing of a valuable fubjefli. 

Of his Liberty. Here I muft tibferve, that it is not always 
unjuft or prejudicial to deprive a man of that bleflbig. The 
felon and the infane ought to lofe it ; becaufe, to preferve 
them the enjoyments of it would be doing an injury tofb* 
ciety : and as the public good muft be made to preponderate 
private benefit, they are juftly and wifely deprived of a pri- 
vilege they either know not how to ufe, or have abufed. But 
the commonwealth is no gainer by a debtor lofing his liberty ; 
on the contrary, we (hall fee by and by, that fuch lofs is de- 
trimental to the public welfare : and having fhewn already 
, that the creditor, for whofe benefit it was intended, receives 
no relief from it, we are reduced to afk with aftoraflimeatand 
indignation, why a man can be lawfully deprived of a right, 
.the taking which from him does no good either to individuals 
or to fociety ? 

By our fundamental laws, by the eflence of our constitu- 
tion, I apprehend that no man can be deprived of his liberty 
witho.ut a trial by his peers *, and that upon fuch trial a legal 
fentence is patted : but though the fentence is often death or 
perpetual exile, yet there is, I believe, no inftance of fuch 
fentence as condemns a man to imprisonment for life. In- 
deed it is fometimes granted, but only as a favour by reprieve, 
and after a man, being found guilty of a crime, has been put 
to civil death by his judgment. As to the cafe of infantty, 
t i_ - ■ — ■■■ - ■ — ■■ - ■■• 

* The cafe of commitment, on fufpicion of crimes, muft 
be excepted ; and even then, it cannot take place but upon an 
examination before a magiftrate ; in which, the charge muft 
appear well-grounded, and fupported by fomc kind of evi* 
dence, before the accufed party can be committed. 

we 
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we muft ooferve, that whatever may be the neceffity of con- 
fining a man who is out of his fenfes, yet it is requifitetbat even 
that mould not be done till the reality of the diforder is mini- 
feftly proved. 

But in the cafe of debtors, they are deprived of their liberty 
by the unjuft ufurpation of private perfbhs. The debtor finds 
his judge in his adverfe party, and that injuftice which might 
be redreffed or made amends for, if illegal, is the more grie- 
vous, as it has been rendered, it feems, a legal proceeding by 
the ftatutes, and confequently the aggrieved party can find no 
jemedy in the law. 

Indeed, I have heard that the prifoners for debt in the 
King's Bench have of late attempted to difpute the legality of 
their imprifonment. But I cannot conceive it p'offible, that 
your Lordfliips would countenance tbofe proceedings if they 
were not well warranted by the law : and your fandion to the 
jflfiprifontnent of debtors, is to me a convincing proof that it 
is lawful, and th^t yoi^r Lordlhips cannot refute it when re- 
quired by creditors. 

I need not expatiate here on the high value of liberty ; but 
I cannot help confidering it as a great political evil, that a 
man Should be deprived of ftich a lingular blefling at the nod 
of another. It has been found very pernicious to fociety in 
all ftates, to permit private revenge for even the greateft* in- 
juries ; the man whofe father, child, or brother, has been 
treacheroufly affaflinated \ he whofe wife, daughter or fitter, 
has been infamoufly violated ; and he whofe lite has been fe- 
lonioufly attempted, whatever right they had to prevent the 
offence, even by blood -flied, when the injury was offered, 
have none to. take upon themfelves the puni&ing of the of- 
fender, after the offence is confummated. And why do thofe, 
who can complain of no more than of being cheated out of 
fome money, enjoy, and lawfully make ufe of a right whxh 
the law denies to thofe who have received the greateA injuries 
one man can receive from another? 

, When private-revenge on murderers and ravifliers was for- 
bid, it was on this equitable principle, that no man can be 
an impartial judge in his own caufe, and that, what the 
party might confider as a premeditated injury and defervingof 
.the fevereft putiifhment, might be looked on by unprejudiced 
perfons, as much lefs atrocious} and for that reafon, My 
Lords, judges were appointed to do right'between-the of-, 
-fended. 

Is it not poflible? Is it not even likely, that a creditor will 

be 
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be partial in his own caufc ? That he will think; tetixJJy 
he only punifhes a rogue ; when, to an impartial obferver, it 
will appear that he is diftreffing the unfortunate ? Why then 
is he eftablifiied by the law to do right between himfelf as of* 
fended, and his debtor as offerider ? Caft he do right, if he 
ishoneft, fincehe will be blinded by partiality ? And will he 
do right if he is a villain ? 

That many a creditor has been a villain to his debtor "by 
enfnaring him in his debt for wicked purpofes, will be (hewn 
in another part of this addrefs. Permit tne, my L,ords, only 
to fuppofe it poflible he may have been fuch : what a horrid, 
prbfped does this fuppofitiort open to out view? And will 
the legiflature fufFer fuch praSices ? Does not the fafety of! 
the ftate depend upon the facrednefs of private Liberty ? And; 
if individuals can be deprived of their Liberty by individual^ 
on whatever account, who can forefee the confequences. o£ 
this dangerous prerogative ? To enter into are fearch of 1 

them would carry me too far out of my fubjed ; and I make ] 

no doubt but that your Lordfhips are well av^are of all tho 
evils which might be the effefts of fo dangerous a caufe. 

The lofs of its chief to a family, is certainly no lefs a pejii 
ticalevil* When God fnatehes him away by death, his wifc 
dom only can reconcile us to the misfortune, and we depend 
on his goodnefs and on his providence for a compenfution of the 
lofs* When public fafety demands that facrifice, we confider I 

it as fuch j and as fuch, a family gives up its head for the 
benefit of fociety. But will not the commonwealth fufFer 
grievoufly, when, without reaping any advantage from it, a 
deftitute family is thus thrown upon the public, to receive 
from the public that affiftance and that provifion its chief 
would, by his labour and induftry have procured.;, without 
being a public charge? Such a family might have been an ho- 
nour to the nation inftead of a difgrace, a benefit inftead of a 
nuifance. In a few generations, perhaps that family, by the 
prefervation of its chief, would have produced ufeful artifts, e*- 
tenfive traders, pious divines, valiant foldiers, upright judges* 
wife legiflators : it would at leaft have been honeftiy fup- 
ported by mechanical or rural labours, as neceffary and as ufe>- 
ful to fociety as more honourable employments. But, alas! 
by the imprifonment of its chief, all hopes are deftrbyed j the 
helplefs children are not only left deftitute of the neceffaries 
of life, they are moreover negle&ed in their ©ducat ion, their 
morals are fpoiled, and, perhaps, through that firft cataftro- 
phe, the imprifonment of a father, a brood of thieves and 
villains will be let loofe on focietv. 

The 
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*T^€ ptffoner for debt is not only loft to his family, be if 
alfo loft to'his country and to Jiis.king. 

If the prifoner was no more than a mean rnechanic, he 
ftill was an ufefal member to fociety, both by contributing 
with his labour to the necefEties of others, and by his con-* 
functions, which, though fmall, were yet of fervice to trade 
in general. The flioemaker, the hofier, the taylor, the 
fempftrefs, were at times fet to work for him ; the builder 
drefor feme benefit out 'of the fmall rent he paid for the hire of 
his lodgings ; the landholder had in him a tenant ; he con* < 
iributed his (hare to the, fupport of government, by paying 
fuch taxes as were adequate to his ftation ; he was an encou*- 
rager of hufbandry and fifhery by his diet, of manufactures 
t>y his raiment : and, though in ajail, hemuftbefed, cloath-* 
ed, and (heltered ; yet, what iliflterence in the manner and 
in the nature of thofe confumptibns ? Moreover* at Liberty 
he was a man in thefociety ; he was ready to defend it againft 
enemies, againft robbers, agaifift fire, againft water. Injait 
he lays ufelefs : whole towns may be reduced to a{h«s ; con- 
fined in his dungeon, he cannot lend his helping endeavours to 

uta ftop to the rapidity of all-devouring flames : rivers may 

verflow their banks, break their dykes, and carrying away 
bridges and habitations, deftroy land, cattle, and their un- 
fortunate owners ; he cannot lend his arm and his ftrength 
either to fave the lives of his fellow creatures, or to the re- 
pairing of' the damage : enemies may over-run his country ; 
he cannot make a bulwark of his body to oppofe their ap- 
proaches. And can or will the creditor that fequefters him, 
make good to fociety the lofs it fuffers by his confinement ? ' 

The'king had in him a fervant, a foldier, a fubjeft, whofe 
afliftance and fervice might have extended further than per- 
fons not acquainted with political arithmetic are apt, at firft. 
fight, to imagine : for every man has a value, and the King'* 
political treafure is diminifhed by the lofs of any one fubje&; 
and by the fame reafon that the King is prosecutor in all cafes 
of murder, he being reckoned the party moft injured ; he has 
*«/?, though not a legal right to bring an aclion at law againft 
the creditor, and to recover damages for being thus deprived 
of a fubjedh 

' Thus, My Lords, creditors enjoy, and what is worfe, they 
enjoy legally, a power replete with fo many vicious qualities, 
a prerogative produ&ive of fo many evils. And will your 
Lordihips fubmit any longer to be made, at the will of the 
creditors, the inftruments of cruelty, injuftice, ufelefs re- 
v venge 
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T*ngt, and mecfares deftru&ive of the welfare of the ftate t 
No; I hope not." 

Creditors who are not difpofed to be convinced by any of 
the arguments we have already noticed, have ftill another in- 
ducement to give this pamphlet the reading. Every objec- 
tion that the mfolent pride of fortuitous prosperity, or brutal 
refentment has been able to advance againft the mercy occa- 
sionally (hewn to unhappy debtors by the Jegiflature, and the 
greater lenity ftill expe&ed from the humane difpofition of 
our moft amiable fovereign, is fairly ftated and allowed its 
full weight. It is true, all thefe objections are removed by 
the mafterly pen of our writer, atleaft in our opinion ; but if 
any unrelenting, creditors think otherwife, they may have the 
xrruel fatisfa£ion of feeing their whole catalogue of obje&ion* 
and complaints laid before the public, by their greateft ad ver- 
iary, the writer of this addrefs. 

An efficacious remedy to the evil of confining debtors, per* 
haps for Jife, at the will of their creditors, is annexed to this 
addrefs ; and we hope it will be found as practicable, as it is 
fenfible. However, as we never mean to trefpafs upon pro- 
perty, but on the contrary to promote the fuccefs of merito- 
rious publications, we {hall content ourfelves with mention- 
ing, that fuch a remedy is propofed, and conclude with ob- 
serving — that we vvifh this addrefs had been carried to the 
fountain head. The clemency of the King affords a fource 
of continual hope, that every humane, every beneficent pro- 
pofal, tending to promote the felicity of his fubje&s, will 
meet with its defired fuccefs ; but the writer has furely forgot 
the origin of judges; they fpring from the law; and another 
able pqn has lately fent to prefs this obfervation, " that the 
isrfl: judiments of law inculcated on ftudents, are, filfijhnefi % 
jraud^ TLtiAintereft" to which we muft add, that the com- 
plexion of the prefent bench by no means countenances the 
propriety of this addrefs. We therefore hope, that, to re- 
medy this only eiror in the piece, <rare has been taken to pre- 
fent a copy to his majefty, as well as io the twelve judges. 
Yfboy we are informed, had this compliment paid to ti*etn 
previous to Republication, - 
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For the POLITICAL kEGlSTEft* 

Ob Liberty t thou Goddefs heav'nly bright* 

Profufe of Mfs, and pregnant tilth delight y 

Eternal pleafures in. thy prefence reign f . ^ 

And f puling plenty leads thy wanton train * 

Easd *f. her load* fubjeftion grows more tight ^ 

Jjnd poverty, looks cheatful in thy fight ; 

Tboy fnak'Jl the gloomy face of nature gay, 

Giifft beauty to the fun^ and pleafure to the day* 

T<r W - W » Efqt 

SIR, 

TR15TRAM Shandy fays^ " that every tittle ft man 
fmiles,— but much more fo, when he laughs, it adds 
ftmrething t6 this fragment of life.*' If the witty Sterne was 
light in this aflertion, I ought in gratitude to make my ac- 
knowledgments to you, for the few hours of time you haver 
added to my mortal exigence. What you are pleafed to call 
The Addwrfa of the Freeholders, and other Inhabitants of his 
Majefty's Ifiand ; of St. Chriftopher's (and which you havfe 
taken moft infinite and extraordinary pains ^circulate inLon- 
don) is fuch a compofttion of iuifon and bombajft nonfenfe, 
. Vol. VII. Bb * that 
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that it is impoflible for a man to read it without diverting €&* 
mufcles of, his countenance : Why had you not fuch another* 
Addrefs from the Freeholders and Inhabitants at large of thtf 
Ufand of Antigua ? 1 will anfwer this queftion for you ; it 
was becaufe you had no relations, immediate dependants, 
overfeers, mulattoes, and baftard brothers at that ifland, and 
which your birth and pofleflions at St. C ■ ■ s occasioned- 
you to have there, and who are in fad the majority of the 
people tha| have proftituted their names to fign fuch non- 
feme : And after all the pains which you and your Con 
Quixote S ■ y have taken to get this Addrefs manu- 
factured,, you will find it a difficult tafk to make the people 
of England believe that the whole body of his Majefty's fub- 

je&s in the populous ifland of St. C s amounts to no 

more tharj pne hundred and forty-two ; fo far are the inha- 
bitants of A a from paying you fuch grofs adulation, 

that the Affembly have rather been rough in their anfwer to 
what you are pleafed to call your SPEECH* and have ab- 
solutely refufed to grant what you arrogantly -feemed to de** 
mand as matter of right. 

[Warmed with the nighefl fenfe of gratitude for the many be- 
nefits this ifland has received from your wife, Jleady and prudent 
adminifiration.] I now call thus publickly upon thefe poor 
milled people, or upon you, Sir, to fliew one ftngk benefit 
that has accrued to the ifland of St. C — ■ ■ ■ » in ! confe- 
quence of your being Governor 5 or, indeed, what advan- 
tages the ifland ever reaped from any of your anceftors (if 
you can trice them "back to two generations) to oceafion you 
to think of making a fine -cure of the government : After 
fetting the . inhabitants together by the ears, by your weak, 
defpotic meafures, how could you refrain from laughing or 
blafliing, when thefe people attempted to talk of your wif- 
dom. Fdare fay you never before heard that virtue of your'* 
celebrated, and that they are the fir ft who have found out 
tha^ you are a Solomon. I am clear, that this prodigious 
wifdom dkl not appear fo cbnfpicuoufty when you had a feat 
in St. Stephen's Chapel. 

f As individuals^ to whom you have been endeared by ail thefe 
focial virtues you pofjefs in fo eminent a degree^ and which add a 
lufire to your character \ we feel by anticipation^ and muji fin- 
terely regret your abfence from us ; but when we eonfider your 
Excellency's public virtues.] What your public virtues arc 1 
do not know* as I believe they were never heard of before ; 
but if they are to be eftimated ky your private ones, y<Quc 
champions F» e and S— ■—«— y ought to be afhamed of 

— ... . . this 



<Mb paragraph, as I dare fay neither of them are ignorant of 
your exploits upon your paflage to England in tfieycar 1756, 
the whole of which I promife to lay before the" putt! ic, as 
foon as I collet all the circumftances, properly authenti- 
cated* 

[Tour love of juftice^ your attachment te the laws. 1 Wai 
your attempt to ruin Mr. Howe the printer, by exerting 
your influence to prevail upon people to withdraw their 
fubfcriptions from his paper for having publifhed letters a-» 
gainft, as well as for you, a proof of your moderation and 
juftice ? But, happily for the liberty of the prefs,' you 
failed in this attempt, as thofe who were not influenced by . 
your power, and were blefled with fome public fpirit, doubled 
their fubfcription-money, and by that irteans occafioned the 
lofs of a few of your creatures not to be felt by the poor man, 
who had a wife and family to fupporti Did yodr [attack*, 
went to the laws and principles of our happy co*/Ntution 9 ] ap- 
pear in your persecution of Mr. Gardiner, for ftanding 
forth in the noble caufe of liberty, and for having com- 
menced adions for the falfe impritonment of fix members pf 
the Aflcmbly : But I hope the gentlemen of * the ifland (not 
fuch As have figned your Addreis) will not fuffer thitGenJ 
tleman to fall a facrifice to your ignorance and malice : or 
does your love of juftice appear in your having ftruck the 
Rev. Mr, Ramfay offjthe lift of magiftrates, for pubfcfliing 
a very able and ienfibie treat? fe againit (he reda&ibn of in- 
tereft— a meafure pregnant with the moft deftru&ive confc^ 
quences to the planter ; as money, being like other commo- 
dities (had the bill been carried ijito a Jaw) it would have 
been exported to the market where it fold Beft, and the 
ifland in* confequence would have been draitted of all its 
cafh. This deftrudtve bill you countenanced (not that you 
forefaw any emoluments it would bring to the lihtad ;) but 
becaufc it fecured you the votes, upon another occafibn, of 
*a few neceflitous : members, and thereby you feated your 

friend S y in the RegifteVs Office. I have dire&ed 

the printer to lay your whole correfpondence with Mr. Ramfay 
before the public 5 I think your letter to him a very curious 
xuie, where you infultingly tell him you had done wrongs 
J>ecaufe you had power to do wrong. As/m'the beginning of 
yqyr letter, yo^ fay Mr. Ramfay is a gentleman, one would 
have thought that eonfideration would have entitled him to 
be treated like one $ and that you would have given him 
your reafons (had you hfd any; for your violent 1 proceed- 
ings againft hinj ; but the whole ifland kjiew your, reafons* 
\ 9 ■ ' " ' £b ? . though 
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though you wouM npt gtve thsro tp Mr, &vn£j[, . Let ,#* 

fell you, 6ki Power ncv^r was delegated or, gtyeft tp my 
map, roef ely for hid iifing it as Power $ the un/iverfal fenfe 
cf Libcrty ? whicji the Almighty has fixM in the breaft of 
man (for all men are born with a defire of liberty) fhudders 
at filch i thought : Ppwer is give$i a man to ufe it for the 
good of the whole people over whpm he may preflde, an4 
not foar the oppccffipji of ai> irmoq$nt an£ vglu^ble *n&vi* 
<U»ah In fhprt, S>, wbpeyer'feels that ^thuftaftie g\^g 
Hrhich J. dp, when I rea<} tfce li«es pf the celebrated A^t 
fcp» >yhich I h*v* faed at the he*d of my paper fl muft detejl 

Sju as an ignc*&nt, arbitrary (pan, calculated tp pppi<efs 4 
tfe faciety of people, a&d a. $jt im^eraent i# the JU?4* of 
&di a rainifter as the D* of G— ■> Did your wifdojp *$& 
knowledge appear fo con&ic-ypufly, when yoi\ fuffe^ -i$r<. 
Johnfoy to. jockey yptt out of a feat in cpuncil t „ T^e feft 
was tjhi* ; I npw fpeak tp the public, Mx, W ty. ir. . : y t hy 
$*pul£on of -three mcm&er?, and jir>prifpr;ni£/^ 9/ fevej), fead 
mured a majority in the lo^er feo^fe : the division pfjtf& 
Council, it was irrxagin^, would gQ agajfif£ him, \Xppi} 
thus, thinJcjngiM^ Jotofon a proper creature % h^.pyiy 
po&| he created him one of his aid^ de c<unp, a/^d sailed 
him up to the councilr-boanj ; the Inter eft Bill, \^asth§i) 

Wought an, and M* . Wr y thipught himfelf fa/e ; . buf^, 

to th$. im mortal honour of Johnfpn, he voted agairjft it ^ 
and* by. bit fingle ypice, $l}e flrin-deep politician Io£ tji£ 
gueftion. . '* . * -'", : .. 

-' [Lenity and moderation of your. government^ Thi$ appears 
in your threatening fome of the full people in, t^e iflan4 
with the fpldiery, a thing never before heard of ip that 
country, for their yifuing Sir., Gardiner in prifpn ~ Ypjnrre* 
fpefl; for the laws alfo appears in your influencing tr^e J.uflge 
todifcontinue the adtions which Mr. Gardiner had, *^rmghf 
, for faife iooprifoning the fix members of ailernfcty, . againif 
the concurrence of the plaintiffs : was fuch a q&fpfifre t& 
take place in Wefiminfter-Hall, I fhpuld.exneil and wi/h to 
fee the ftreets run with blood, and wqijlq er^yy. the man. 
who (hould be fo lucky as- to plant the full" dagger i$i the 
heart of the Judge. ' # , 

[J few turbulent faflious /pints.] That the f^entlemer) 
who have oppofect your weak, defpofic adrryniitratiprj, ftiquld 
^je called factious and turhul^at, lam not furprized at; it, 
is the common cant of the day ; we have hj^ard the. able 
Chatham, the mild Rockingbanj, thp. virtuous Saville, and 
^he fteady Verney, called a fa£UoRj for ooppilng the a,ibi* 
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trary meafures of your mafters, and for {landing forth in the 
cstufe of expiring liberty in the cafe of the fraehoklei* of 
M|ddlefex r I oodot w^ll underftand what ypu hltan by (he 
[rewards which you expefl to receive from, your Royal Majier * j 
Governor Mathew had ho rewards, nor would Sir George 
Thanaaa have had any, had it «<* tefcn ta «(a^ *oqm ftp 
you. Thefe genttemeji governed the iQao4* io* fierce aitfl 
tranquility, you have done it in difco^d ,a^4 con^uiiou, fo* 
which you now exped a red ribban^* or a S«f WiUf^X ; «V* 
deed, Sir, we know your va«ity to be oqi*al^o.wiy thi«g * 

that Mr. F ^, e and Mr. S-rr-rty fheU'd wifl* for your xe# 

turn, I mafce not the leaft. doubt $ yw are a \n*y proper tub*, 
je<St for fuch eoterpyrifoig geniufes t<& turn %o ,#c#i4tfi^ *b* 
former's neoeffities bav.e made hie* took witb 9, longing *y* 
upon the courts of King's Bench ami Copytyft* £ Iwu ^4 
as for the latter, he is of Trinatk's apin^f^. who, fays, 
i c Yon fliall be Governor, but I will be Giverfto* oye* 
you."' But all the letters from the tefpt&able pax: of th* 
jfland ate filLed with prayers that you may tawr retuij^ 
which, for my own part, I do not tbiak y<m «ie*a to <Lq. 
Thefe letters alio add, that long before yo*r ei*barkation, 
you were deierted by every man of property in the iilan^ 

find that your three bofom companions w«re 3; y » F-— *» 

and P— — e; indeed, I believe the laft to be tj*e m^ft r$«- 
fpe&able .phara&er of the three, for he is oftggnaed an ho«* : 
neft man. I do. declare, that in all my letters ypon ^ii* (ub+ 
je&, I never have defignedly advanced any fad* wbi^h wanted 
truth to fupport it : the field has been too ample and larg* 
fdr me to have xecoarie to fiction and falihtod .: < i£> how* 
ever, you think otherwile, and will, like * fchokar and ^ 
gentleman, cefbtravert any matter which I ha«e endeavoured 
%o fupport, I will either retra& from my firft opinion, or 
fupport it it> the moft gentleman-like manner in, my power $ 
but at the fame time, I give you this fair warning), thai t 
fbail continue to write againft your defpotic mea lures a»4 
weak abilities, not through any malice, envy, or a . defir* 
to infult, but, if poffible,, to convince you .that at prefent 
yon fill an office which nature never intended you for* 
1 .'■-''..'. X. 
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Sy Defire of our CorrefpondenU X. we give a Plate here to the 
the following Letters to the Printer of the Charribbean Ga.- 
zctte. 

IT is well known that our Governor, with a view to ex- 
prefs his refentment againft a man, who has been repre- 
sented to him in a very bad light, has thought fit to alter- a 
record of great importance, by ftriking his name out of the 
Commiffion of the Peace ;• and it mud likewife be welt 
known, that his offence muft be conUckred as very heinous, 
to induce a patriotic Governor to leave a large and quarrel- 
Some quarter of the ifland to the fole care of a man of -no, 
great acknowledged abilities in the decifion of matters of 
right and wrong, rather than a man fhould continue to a<3> 
as a Magiftrate, who, at firti, undertook the office from mo- 
tives of public utility, and perfevered in the execution there- 
of, againft his own intereft, peace, and quiet. A reflection 
on what muft naturally be the opinion of the public, in- 
duced this difcarded Magiftrate to demand the.reafon ef this 
unufual ad of power as exerted in, what he is informed is, 
both an unufual and illegal manner. The anfwer was fuch 
as paflion and pride in office may be fuppofed to be inclined 
to give a man, who dares to affert the dignity of human na- 
ture. And it iff therefore proper to lay the whole tranfa&ion 
before the public, that they may judge how far it is proba- 
ble their fellow-citizen is culpable. To men. that are born 
with the difpofition of (laves, and are therefore dignified by 
being permitted to worihip at the ihrine of delegated power, 
and can tye of cfcnfequence only as they compofe and increafe 
her train, the freedom of this juft demand may appear to be 
horriWy (hocking : but men, who think for themfeives, and 
know their own dignity as 7 free fubjecls, and who feel, in' 
their neighbours wrong, every -attack, upon che liberty of 
mankind, will acknowledge the congenial fen ti men ts, and 
fay, Thus would we defire to act in the hour, df oppreflion. 
Indeed, I. believe this is the firft cafe, where afubftiturt 
openly took a fide againft his conftttuent, and attempted, in 
(o public a manner, to punifh a man for vindicating the au- 
thority of his, the fubftitute's, mafter : for, though he has 
not condefcended to give his reafons, yet all the malice of 
his partisans, aimed agai nil the difcarded Magiftrate, has 
been avowedly exerted, for his. fuppofed vindication of the 
foperintendirig power of the mother country, which is no 
bad rule to judge of the fource of the refentment pf~ Him, 

Whoa* 
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*hom they worihip, arid by whom they fwean— *-»Herer 
follows the correspondence. 

To His Excellency Gener?d WOODtEY, 
(On his Majefty's. Servicer) 
SIR, 
' May it pleafe your Excellency, 

TH E Clerk of the Peace has given me notice, that 
your Excellency has {truck my name out of the Com-* 
miffioit of the Peace. My firft appointment to the office of 
a Peace Magistrate, was without the defire, without the fol- 
licitation df me or of my friends. My execution of it was * 
Without fear* without partiality ; and I think of the prefenC 
lofs of it without regret, without murmuring. . But vour 
Excellency certainly would not deprive of an ufeful Magi- 
ftrate,' a quarter that has particular occafion for a careful 
man in that office, and where hardly another perfon can be* 
found, that will take the trouble upon him, without having, 
feme very great objection to the man who held it : And as 
every objection that you can poffibly have to my continuing 
in the commiffion, muft fuppofe a very high degree of cri- 
minality fomewhere in my conduct and character, I have a, 
right, injufticeas well as jn equity and honour, to know 
your reafons for fo extraordinary a cenfure. And. I hereby 
demand them as a matter of right, that I may have it in my 
power to vindicate myfelf to my country, from which the 
tranfa&ion cannot be concealed. I difpute not in you tr^e 
power by which you have done this : I reverence the com- s 
miffion you bear. But your, and my gracious Sovereign 
never delegated a power to any one of throwing a ftain upon 
the reputation and character of even the meaneft of his 
faithful fubje&s, without a good, a public reafon to ac- 
company it. And give me leave to tell your Excellency* 
With all the decent liberty of a free fubje£t, that this prefent 
. aftion of yours, muft of neceflity be intended to fix a ftain 
upon my reputation and character, of which the reafon by 
no means appeareth. Indeed, fome more zealous than dif- 
crcet partizans of your name, little con fulling your digni- 
ty, have endeavoured in public, on bare fuipicion, and foul 
mifreprelentation, to fix on this ob}to&.of your refentment, a 
very criminal oppofition, not to yournneafures but your per- 
fon ; and I have reafon to believe their private influence alfo 
has hot been wanting. But I fhalHnot believe that your 
reafons for this public cenfure can be of a private nature, till 
I have your.anfwer to this juft and equitable requeft j or that 
.: ... V0l x 
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yott itfefr to give your rea/ons for what yo* We fceeft 

pleafed to do. I take the opportunity which this gives me 
of approaching you to addrefs, and wtfh your Excellency a 
plealant voyagc< And I am, 

Your Excellency's 

Moft obedient humble fervant* 
Chrift Church Parfonage, JAMES RAMSAY. 

June 26, 1770* 

To the Reverend Mr. RAMSAY, Nicola Town. 

S I R, St. Chriftopher, June 27, 1770. 

ytr OU R profeffion conftitutes you a, gentleman, as foch I 

I (hull return feme anfwer to your letter of yefterday's 

date, although the peremptory manner with which, it wed 

demanded, would }tfftify me in talcing no notice of it. 

My reafons fos ftriking your name out of the Commifitofi 
of the Peace are Efficiently good to fatisfy my own confei- 
ewce. It was an a6t of government I had a right to exereife,. 
without giving my Reafons to any but the King in Council ; 
I thought I did *>y duty, and rendered apiece of fecvice to 
the community. I am, Sir, 

Your very bumble fervant, 

Wm.WOODLEY. 

To his Excellency General W O OD LEY. 
(Ononis Majefty's fervice) 

SIR, St. Chriftopher, June 2*, ^70. 

May it pleafe your Excellency, 
T F entering into the little malicious prejudices of a Partyj 
* and a&ing accordingly, will juftify a man in a public cha- 
racter for every a& of Government he (hall be pleafed to ex- 
ert, I k-now nothing a man in power can do for which he may 
not anfwer to his conference. But if he believes that, by the 
place he holds, he owes a duty both to the whole community, 
taken together, and to every individual in it taken feparately, 
every act of power he exerts will have a reafon to accompany 
it, which may well bear the light, without flickering him- 
felf under neceflity of ftate, or pretending to be fatisfied .with- 
bis own approbation. Your reafons of public utility given. 
for attempting to fix this cenfure upon me, can be only from 
the fuggeftions of my enemies ; and by enquiring into the 
truth of them, before you had determined on this aft of Go- 
vernment, ypu might have found out the fallacy of tbem t 

and 
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Md faved yourfelf the doing of that, which may poflibly turn 
out to be an aft of injuftice to me. So confcious am I of 
having been wronged, that I would very readily follow you 
to the Court of King in Council, if I did not expeft to have 
juftice done my chara&er in the future decifion of more im- 
portant matters. I am, with a very profound refpeft, 
Sir, Your Excellency's 
Moft obedient humble fcrvant, 

JAMES RAMSAY. < 



Mr. Howe, 

ZAm charged, in Mr. Thibou's paper of the 18th of this 
month, with being w , guilty of the higfyeft contempt of 
** the authority, dignity, and juftice of the Houfe of Affem- 
" bly, and of the moft outrageous violation of its known pri- 
u vileges, eftablifhed and acknowledged ever fince the firft 
u inftitution of Affemblies, '• and 4 * that I had read a writ- 
<c ten paper to the Houfe, purporting to be an infolcnt con- 
a feflion and j unification of my condu&, and an open defiance 
c * to the authority, as well as imputation on the juiticc, of the 

" Houfe." 1 muft therefore beg the favour of 'you* Sir,- 

to publifli a true copy of ttiat written paper fwh'ch I here- 
with fend you) that my friends, acquaintances, and relations 
in England may be enabled tojudge of the degree of crimi- 
nality of this my pretended offence, which I .hope to prove 
hereafter (if ah offence) is utterly unknown to the merciful 
Law of England. There was nothing in that paper which I 
did not know to be true, at the time I repeated the conjeents 
thereof to thofe Gentlemen who were fo much offencjed at ic. 
—There is nothing. in it that I now belieye to be wrong or 
falfe, and I am ftrohgly inclined to thfnk fix months clofe~im- 
prifinrnent will not work in me an alteration of opinion, or 4 
force my underftanding to a level with the judgments and un- 
derftandings of my tyrannical perfecutors. 

I am, your humble fervant, 
Baffetcrre Prifon, , ' , ]. GA$1}INER« 

April 30, 1770. 

The SPEECH, 
Gentlemen, 

IConfefs I have brought a&ions againft the Serjeant at 
Arms, and againft the Deputy Provoft Marfhal, forfalfely 
and illegally .imprifoning fix of my clients- In bringing' 
thefe a&ions I have dope no more than my duty— done what 
Y<*.yil f £9 . .lam 
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I am neither afraid nor afcanred of. I know of no power 
or right any one man, or body of men, have to flop or divert 
the courfe of juftice. * 

The King fays nulli negabimus^ nulli defer emus jujlitidm vel 
t-ettum. In Englifh, u We will deny (Juftice) we will delay 
juftice and right to no man.*' 

I have, confident with the bcft of rt»y judgment-r-confift- 
ent with my oath of office, brought thefe a&ions, and, till I 
receive directions from my Clients to the contrary, I fhall— 
I muft, profecute them. 

If the Serjeant at At mi — if the Marfial^ has a&ed right* 
the law will jufti fy each of them. — If they, or either of 
them, have a&ed illegally^ who will fay the offender (hall not* 
be punjfhed ? Who lefs than the whvle Legijlaiwre can con- 
troul the law of the land, and fay the injured fhall receive m 
redrefs — Justice jhalt not be done ! 

You have told me, Gentlemen, that, you do not under- 
stand the words legal and illegal — 1 believe you— for I am 
pofitive there is not more than one Qentleman here prefent, 
that' knows the difference between a £>uo-minus and a Lati- 
tat) or any other judicial procefs, or that has ever attended 
to legal diftindtions. 

Fearing GOD, and the known Laws- of my country, I 
am bold to fay, I fear nothing elfe — It is not the arm of Vi+ 
olence-~\t is not the arm of OppreJJion y I dread— Being guijt- 
lefs, I fear not. 

For the POLITICAL REQISTER. 

Guthrie'* Jacobite Grammar expofed^ and /hewn to be deftgnej 
to blacken the Revolution. 
SIR, 

TH E extraft given of Guthrie's new Geographical, Hif- 
toricalj and Commercial Grammar, in the London 
Chronicle of Auguft nth, has this very remarkable para^ 
graph " . ■ " The names of Newton and Locke adorned the 
*' reign of William III. a Prince, who neither underftood, 
f c nor loved learning, or genius in any fhape. It flouriflied, 
f c however, in his reign, merely by the excellency of the 
*< foil in which it had been planted. It has been obferved, 
* c however, that metaphyseal reafoning, and a fqueamifh 
f 6 fcepticifm in religious matters, prevailed too much, and 
" this has been generally attributed to his indifference as tq 
J* facred fubjeas." 
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Perhaps no writer can be produced that has been guilty of 
a more open and envenomed calumny. But this fpeaks the- 

fpirit of the prefent a—- •■ n, and will enable us to difcover 

Guthrie engaged in the adopted plan of fubverfion, and balk- 
ing himfelf under the fmiles of minifterial favour. What 
fays this 8tuartifcirig writer upon that family ? Why, he 
affirms, " it cannot be denied that Englifli learning is under 
46 great obligation to James I.— and as to his fon Charles I 
cc he had a tafte for the polite arts—was a, patron of eminent 
" artifts \ and had k not been for the civil wars* would pro- 
*' bably have converted his court, and capital* into a fecond 

u Athens. The reigrt of Charles II. was chiefly cjiftin- 

" guiftied by the great proficiency to which it carried natu- 
u ral knowledge— *the King himfelf a moft excellent judge 
•^of thofe ftudies"-— Nay, he even has 1 the effrontery to add, 
c * That of James II. though he like wife had a tafte for the 
c< fine arts, is chiefly diftinguifhed in the province of lite* 
♦'.rature, by thofe com pofitions that were publiftied againft 
**. popery." 

To which execrable race of princes, he makes William 
the third a deep fliade in his group of characters ; and this, 
at the expenee of truth, and the moft credible hiftoric tefti- 
many. I will therefore take the liberty to make fome cita- 
tions from an hi dorian, that better knew the char after of 
King William, than any other, and who is known to 
have had no inclination to hide any of his failings 5 I mean 
Bifhop Burnet, who thus fpeaks of him : * c He believed the 
" truth of the Chriftian religion very firmly, and he ex- 
" preffed an horror at Atheifm and blafphemy ; and though 
*' there was much of both in his court, yet it was always de- 
** nied to him, and kept out of fight. He was moft exem- 
«' plarily decent and devout, in the public exercifes of the 
** wo r (hip of God (only on week days he came too feldom 
C6 to them**) he was an attentive hearer of fermons^ and 
cc was conftant in his private prayers, and in reading the 
" fcriptures : and when he fpake of religion matters, which 
" he did not often, it was with a becoming gravity."- 
Guthrie muft own, this chara&er will not apply to any of his 
favourite princes of the houfe of Stuart before-mentioned : . 
and it will be feen, that the account he gives of this excel- 

* So thought the Bifhop— but without any juft reafon.— 
See the 4th commandment; the fix days are for fecular at- 
tentions, the 7th for devotion. 

C c 2 • kni 
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'cent Prince, is full of falfhood, and the froth of Jacobi- 

tifm.— 

As to hid having neither under ft oo4 nor had a love for 
learning, or genius in any (hape — take thefe ftri&ures from 
the Bifhop : " All his ienfes were critical and exquifite.— ^ 
*' He (poke Dutch, French, English, and German equally 
" well ; and he underftood the, Latin, Spanifli and Italian, 
*' fo that he was well Jitted to command armies, compofed of 
V feveral nations. He had a memory that amazed all about 
c< him, for it never failed him : he was an exac-t obferver of 
" men and things : his ftrength lay rather in a true difcern- 
" i'ng and found judgment, than in imagination or inven- 
** tion : his defigns were always great and good." 

How defpicable are the Princes of the Stuart line, when 
brought into the comparifoh ? But what then ? The in~ 
tention of this Hiftorical Grammar is to blacken the Revo- 
lution, and recommend the ejected houfe of Stuart.— It 

muft however be owned, that he had put too much confi- 
dence in Tories, ." whom he, atlaftj found irreconcileable to 
" him, and was refolved to try and truft them ho more."—' 
Befides which, " his indifference as to the forms of church-* 
" government, and his being zealous for tpleration," (i. e. 
of the Protejlani Dijpnters, which muft have been the Bifhop* $ 
meanings) V together with his cold hehaviour towards the 
" Clergy, gave them generally very ill irnpreifions of him." 
— »Yet, fays our hiftorian, " after all the abatements that 
*' may be allowed for his errors and faults,, he ought ftUl 
" to be reckoned ahiong the greateft Princes of our hiftory, 
» c or indeed that any other can afford f." 

I am able to add an anecdote, which I had above 40 years 
ago from a very reputable clergyman, refpe&ing the metri- • 
■cal verfion of the 104th Pfalm, by Tate and Brady :- King 
. William was fo deiirous of having fuch a fublime reprefenta- 
tion of divine providence well attended to, that there were 
no lefs than three fucceflive attempts made, before he could 
approve that metrical verfion. 

Thefe ftriclures give an idea of that great and illu{^riou$ , 
Prince, that defender of the liberties of Europe, againft the 
utmoft efforts of France to enfiave, which mult- great j y endear 
his memory to all true Britons and genuine Protectants, from 
.age to age. Nor can we look on the vile calumniating pea * 
but with indignation, and an unceafing abhorrence.! — Times 

f Bifhop Burnet's Hiftory of his own Times, Vol. II. 
jjages 304, 305, 306.. 

.mug: 
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muft be extremely r depraved, when writers cat* dare to re* 
proach and defame the moft divine Prince that ever fwayed 
the Britifli fceptre ! Britons deliverer, from the mercilefs 

jaws of tyrannic Rome ! A fet of mifcreants, the plagues 

of the world, doomed to everlafting infamy, are made to e- 

clipfe William III: — in Guthrie 9 * Hiftorical Grammar. 

How ftrong a picture of the evil times into which we are 
unhappily fallen I and how flagrant a proof does it give of the 
horrid advances that are making to enflave a free people ! 

A Willi amite, 

■ i ■ ■■ , !■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ - - 1 . 1 m 

To the Printer of the POL ITI C AL R E GISTER, 

SIR, 

T Have for a long time obferved, with great regret, the 
^ ftrong contention between the friends of adminiftration 
and the partifans of oppofition ; and I fincerely wiih that the 
former ^ould convince us, by a full juftification of the con- 
duct of the miniftry, that the very exiftence of oppofition is 
needlefs, and impolitic ; but this cannot be expected till 4 
total change of meafures takes place in every public depart- 
ment of the ftate, and fuch a change will hardly happen while 
the prefent engines of a fecret, defpotic power, remain at the 
helm. Convinced, however, that an oppofition to the fyftera 
of government, which has been eftablifhed on Lord Bute's 
principles, is -not only expedient but lawful, and founded on 
a regard for our excellent conftitution, which his lordlhip was 
defirous of altering, under the (hadow of improving it ; I 
.could wifh that it was conducted with proper fpirit, that its 
objects were always important, that no imaginary grievance 
fliould claim the attention of our real patriots, nor any mif- 
reprefentations of. public tranfa&ions give a handle to their 
enemies to ftigmatize them as the promoters of faction and fe- 
dition. It would therefore give me great pleafure, if thofe 
who are the real friends to the caufe of public freedom, would 
candidly enquire into the circumftances of every little tranf* 
-action that is conveyed to the prefs, and communicated to the 
public through the channel of the news- papers, with a view 
of increafing the popular difcontents, and of fetting the peo- 
ple at variance with their rulers 2 for want of this, an intem- 
perate zeal often takes place of cool reafon, and expofes ma~ 
»y an honeft^ generous citizen to the reproach and derifion of 
4cpurt fycophants, who carefully treafure up every inftance of - 
jpoify declamation about trifles, and, by expofing the abfur- 
*Jity of fuch .behaviour, endeavour to wean the public from 

their 
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their attachment to die friends of liberty, by argument* drawrf 
from thefe unguarded precedents ; by which means, oppofw 
tion lofes its force, its members are drawn off, and no regard 
is paid to the alarm given from that quarter, when the ftate is 
in the utmoft danger. 

The late difagreeable affair, which happened in St. James's 
Park, between the High Conftable of Weftminfter and the 
centinck on duty at the Horfe-guards, is one of thofe trans- 
actions, the nature of which has been greatly miftaken ; and 
the conversations that have enfued, with the remarks that 
have been thrown out in print, by the zealous, but mifguided 
advocates for civil liberty, have furnifhed much matter of ri- 
dicule to the hired fpies and venal fcribblers of the miniftry. 
A few nights after this event, I happened to be at a tavern in 
the city, where, in a large mixed company, it was the topic 
of converfation, when, to roy great furprize, a perfbn of no 
mean abilities, and in a very refpedable fituation in life, 
loudly exclaimed, " that now we were an undone people—* 
that every veftige of public liberty was loft, and it was high 
time for the nation to arm, to prevent the foldiers lying with 
our wives and daughters, and cutting our throats in our 
beds." This harangue was feconded by a very considerable 
merchant, who added, " that all law was at an end, except 
military law; and that no fuch indignity as this was put on 
(he civil magiftracy even in the times of that tyrant Charles 
the ftrft :" A third, who I underftood was a- captain of a 
Well India trader, (wore, that as things were come to this 
pafs, he vvouid retire with what he had.got to Ruffia^ or fame 
Other free ftate." It was in vain to oppofe the tide of De-? 
mocratic rage, a general acquiescence in the fend men ts of 
thefe gentlemen enfued, and a few toafts were put about to 

'the confuGon, ; &c. of the military : after which the 

fubjeel was changed -, but I obferved that two of the compa- 
ny had the marks of difcontent ftrongly painted on their 
countenances, and in the couife of the evening I took an op- 
portunity of making myfelf better acquainted with them, de- 
termined, if pofiible, to know their opinion of the cafe, 'that 
had occafioned fuch vehement expreffions. 

It will be needlefs to trouble you with the pains I took to 
find out the coffee-houfe they ufed, which proved to be at the 
v/cft end of the town, and greatly frequented by officers.— 
Here thefe gentlemen were in their proper element, and hav- 
ing joined them one evening, I purpofely introduced the con- 
verfation that had happened in the city, by remarking, that 
I was forry it had feemingly given them lb much difpleafure 1 

they 
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tftey did not fuffer me to proceed, but readily owned the bad 
(opinion they had conceived of our city politicians, from this 
faolifli cireumftance ; and then defired I would permit thefo* 
to invite an old officer to our box, who would give a better 
account of the tranfaftion than my friends in the city : Oil 
fignifying my afient, the worthy veteran was introduced, and 
}n a few Words convinced me of the very great folly of rea- 
fohing on fubjecls we do not underftand, and of the much 
greater abfurdity of exciting an ill grounded prejudice againft 
the military, on whbm we muft in a gre'at meafure rely for 
defence rn time of war. 

* With great candour he acknowledged, that St. James't 
Park was (hamefully negjeded, and become a Tcceptacle for 
thieves, gamblers, pick-pockets, and common proftitutes j 
nor did he fpare his reproaches, where they were juftly due| 
the ranger and his fervants were freely blamed ; and the in-* 
delicacy of fuffering the mort brutal a&s of proftitution to 
be committed in the park adjoining to the Queen's palace was 
ftrongly pointed out ; but after every thing had been ad- 
vanced to (hew the neceffity of remedying this abufe, I wtt 
not a little confounded to h£ar him declare, that neither the 
High Conftable, nor any other civil magiftrate, had any bulU 
nefs in the park, except aft the requiikion of the Commanding 
Officer, St. James's Park being a garrifon, rated as # fuch i5 
tfie books, and fubje& to all the military laws and rules of 
Othet garrifons, which' laws and rules ought in facT: to be 
jftiore rigidly obferved there than in any other, becaufe within 
this garrifon is often lodged the facred perfon of the p King, 
and the royal family. He reminded us, that every ordinary 
Occurrence in the park, for time immemorial, has been con- 
dueled by the military rules of' the garrifon, without the 
leaft murmur or complaint on the part -of the people, or the 
civil magiftrate : He inftanced the cafes of quarrels that have 
happened there between private perfons, wherein the centi-* 
, rtels have interfered, the guard has been called, and the par- 
ties conduced to the guard-houfe, where they have been 
Jtept prifotaers, till the commanding officer could examine 
ffhem, when matters were either compromifed, or the civil 
Officers of the peace fent for, to whofe cuftody and future 
difcretion they were configned. He allured us, that on no- 
tice, given at the guard-houfes of any indecent tranfacYion. 
going forward in the park, or of any infult or mifdemeanor, 
a proper guard would immediately be detached with the com- 
plainant, and the offending parties would be taken, into cuf- 
Jpdy -, he therefore humbly apprehended, that the High Con- 

/ liable 
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ftable of WcftminQer, in the cafe in queftion, had neglected 
one effcntial part of his duty, which was to have acquainted 
the commanding officer with his intention to fearch the park 
for vagrants, proftitutes, &c. on the day preceding the night 
he carried his defign into execution, and have defired his 
concurrence : upon fuch an application had I been the com- 
manding officer, added the old foldier, I would have told the 
high conftable that it was my duty to keep the peace in my 
garrifon, that if he was in fearch of any perfons againft whom 
he had particular informations or warrants, I would fend an offi- 
cer and a detachment with him to apprehend and deliver to him' 
fuch perfons, if they found them in the garrifon : but if he had no 
fuch fpecial informations or warrants, I fliculd have defired 
him with great politenefs to wait in my apartments the effecla 
of my orders, or to retire, as he thought proper ; and on the 
hint given me, I (hould have fent out parties to every quarter 
of my garrifon, to take into cuftody all loofe, idle, diforderly 
perfons, whom I would have confined in the guard -room 
only till fuch time as I had examined them, and thofe who 
could' not give a refponfible account of themfelves, I would 
have delivered over to the high conftable if prefent, or have 
fent to hlrii for that purpofe, if abfent. 

This, gentlemen, I apprehend is the conduct to be ob- 
ferved on fuch occafions, and I think 1 h a v e made it appear 
that the high conftable and the magiftrates who fent him 
on his expedition were greatly deficient in point of good 
manners, and that they extended their jurifdiclion beyond 
its proper limits. It now remains to enquire into the beha- 
vior of the centinel at the horfe-guards. We are told that 
Mr. Rainsforth, the high conftable, and Mr. Flanaghan, an 
inferior conftable, after having fioifhed their infpeclion of 
the park, were let out at the iron-gate, at the horfe-guards, 
juft as the clock ftruck twelve : — here I muft beg leave to 
throw in a remark or two — the commiffion thefe gentlemen 
.received iffued from Bow-ftreet, and is juft of a piece with 
all the other fkilful manoeuvres of that wooden-headed juftice, 
Sir John Fielding, who is continually making a vaft parade 
of preferving the peace, and keeping, up the -police of this 
city, to increafe the bufinefs of his o$ce, without leijening 
the number of thieves, whores, or pickpockets, which on 
the contrary increafes every day, in his own neighbourhood. 
I' have been told thefe conftables. did not enter the park till 
near eleven at night ; and I appeal to -every gentleman fre- 
quenting the park, if the fwarm<of proftitutes that herd there, 
do not commence their lewd tricks as foon as the evening fhut$. 

Mi 
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in — if the company walking late in the evening in fumiiier* 
time,* do not find thefe wretches pouring in by flioals juft 
as they retire, and I beg leave to allure you that their filthy 
traffic is all over, and that, they leave the park before ten, 
when they know all the gates except the horfe-guards are 
fhjit up; indeed it Would be an indelible reproach to the 
commanding officer at the horfe-guards, if fitch troops of 
proftitutes as frequent the park every evening could pafs 
through that gate : they know they cannot, and therefore 
Withdraw before the others are fhut. An hour after this, 
arrives the high conffable and his affiftant, on a general fearch 
and infpe&ion of the park; the event juftifies my obfervation * 
•71-they were let out unaccompanied, they had not appre- 
hended any of thefe creatures >. .they were long fince fled, and- 
got within the jurifdi&ion of the .civil maglftracy : but in 
the ftreet they meet with a diforderly woman, (he takes the 
advantage of- the relieving the guard, and flickers herfelf * 
within the gate of the garrifon : the lygh conftable and his 
affiftant^ purfue her, thecentinel on duty will not know either 
jthem or their office, but detains the parties and fends them to 
the guard-room : fo far all is right, the centinel did his duty, 
had it been Sir John Fielding himfelf, or a much greater 
man, I infift on it he* was highly commendable — the power 
of a centinel on his poft is little underftood,- except by the mili- 
tary, and if the martial laws and orders are not ftri&ly ob- 
served in one place and atone time, how can you expect they 
will be obeyed at another, when the honour of your country 
and the fuccefs of its arms are at flake. The centinel had-no 
trufinefs to conftitute himfelf judge of the caufe, he was to 
.detain the parties, and leave the infpe&ion of the affair to 
•his officer—but. the corporal who declared he was the com- 
manding officer, and refufed to call his fuperior, and the 
-ferjeant Whoa&ed in the fame manner the next morning^ are 
-both highly culpable, and merit very fevere ,punifhment, 
«Befides being tried by martial law for negleft of duty, they 
-certainly are -a&idnable for falfe imprifonment, and on this 
footing I fuppofe they are given up to the civil magiftracy to . 
-be dealt with according to law." 

Highly pleafed with this very candid illufl;ration of an 
affair that has made fo much noife, I thanked the worthy 
officer, and retired foon after ? fully determined for the future 
thoroughly to inveftigate every public, contefted point, before 
I fubmit to become a party on either fide of the queftion. 

Upon the whole,- Sir, I think the fevereft refleftions ought 
to be made imprint on the conduct of the ranger of St. Jameses 
Park, and the commanding officers on duty towards the elofe 

Vol. VII. D d of 
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of the evening, for not > ordering regular parxofes both of 
ioldiers aafl keepers, to walk ever all farts of it, from dtfflt 
till pafttofe at*ngfcc,»»iiilftrirl of this, Sir, I am informed, 
that foroe of the foofe AMiei*, nut on doty, «iift thefe m* 
Mppy wretches, by ftandiog cerrtry while the brutal femes 
ofluftare tranfafting, to prevent t»e iatrufibn of ilnangete. 
Domcftic policy is one part of the great plan of fotttic*, 
and diforder and ragfeft in*ke one is an indication of cor- 
ruption in the other : T hope, therefore, this k*»f wHl not 
be deemed unworthy a. place in your iwgtflera of the politics! 
manners of the age ; and an, Sir, 

Yfttr humble forvant, 
Weftminfter, Sept* i2tfu i ftm.0 Pat»i*. 
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To the Editor of the POLITICAL REGJSTER. 

Efpn tn ,tb* Luxury af the Grwt. 
SIR, • 

VIRTUE was the qorner-frone on which our anceftors 
erected the glorious constitution of their country : they 
were fenfihle none other could fu>pport-fo .gre*t a pile during 
their oWn times, much kfs for the times of -their fucoeflbrs, 
which were as dear in their confideration. They built like 
men y but our modern ftate-labo«*ers endeavour to daftroy, 
like fools. Luxury has produced neceffity, to gratify whoic 
calls, the wages or corruption are taken, and iniquity after 
iniquity pra&ifed, as the chief dnre&or requires. 

I am perfuaded, could the voluptuoufnefe of rjie ^grtat be 
corrected, thofe evils which threaten the diflbhuion of the 
empire would difappear. Their wants, ir> a great meafure, 
produce their vices, and by their vices the people are opprefled. 
Their profusion, it is certain,, may prove a temporary benefit to a 
fetv K but, as certainly jt muft caufe the maty to groan. For, 
to repair the wafte of governors, taxation is extended, .and 
thereby the mod valuable part of the community, artifan*, 
manufacturers, and husbandmen, are confined to a Hate of 
penury and diftrefs. 

The natural and political bodies have been often, not in- 
aptly compared to each other, the member? beirig dependent, 
and the iridifpofitiori of one part aggrieving the whole. In 
this light, if we confider the luxury of the great, our 
governors, it will appear like a diftemper, which abforbs the 
vital nutriment that mould djfperfe itfelf for the fupport of the 
Subordinate members, the governed. Hence, in time, con- 
fumptipn and political death muft follow. This truth is 
£pnfirmed to us >y the decay of many ftates; fome retaining 
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*o% fa much aa * fcadow of their primitive condition, and 
others, like the ruins of ftately mo*tH»ent*, capable only of 
exciting our admiration of antient poorer and fpirit, and our 
concern for the cffe&s of later negtod and indolence,- thofe 
conftant attendants on luxury and diglpation* 

If we look into the condition of Greece immediately after 
the corruption. o£ her fenacet, wc fliail not be at a lofs for a 
fimilitude of thofe diffenfions which prevailed there, that in- 
claeation in the fnp to overcome the many, and particularly 
the indolent and voluptuous life of • the great. But, how 
different, (to borrow language from a kite piece which breathes 
ther genuine fpirit of freedom, poetry,* and truth) how very 
diJ&rent was her condition 

When flit had Cons who fcom'd inglorious cafe, 
Who nobly fought and wort the palm of art, 

Who followed fcicnce through her winding maze 
Untir'd, ftilir won they all file eouki' impart* * 

Who nuifi^tn hardihip?, woukl oompel their way* 
Th«ir courage and their vigour unftbdu'd* 
v Aliko where feHdirea the fcorcfeiw gray. 

Or endlefs winter almoft froze the blood. 

j • ■ . 

Then, then her name refounded through each land \ 

Unto the pinnacle of fame file- rofo! ' 
Her words, . Hke laws, attention did command ! 

Her deeds the oiightieft dared not oppdfe ! 

Then Homer penntt the foul-ennobling lay, 

As infpiration taught with glorious zeal, 
Wherein (hints* utmoft noon of mental day 

That wifdom^ 4art, and genius can reveal. 

And then, with honeyed lip, roTe-eloquence, 

Whofe motions, looks, with language were indu'd ; 

She fpake-rpfcrfaafioh flow'd upon the fenft, 
Enriching a* it flow'd like fome vaft flood 1 

Like fome vaft flood o'crcoming prejudice, 
Fa&tatt, and every vice that dar'd oppofe ; 

Upon her lips thus dwelt her country's blifs, 
And witffe than thunder for tyrannic foes ! 

' , Th$ Suw^R-Day, Canto u 
Dd 2 Suc& 
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Such was her happy fituation, fo long a» virtue walked 
hand in hand with liberty : 

But, when her Tons funk iathe lap of eafe* ■ 
Freedom with indignation fled her ihore ! % • 

Her laurels faded i k ceas'd her glorious days ! 

And ign'rance reign'd where wifdom reign'd before ! '• 

Luxury, which has ever made corruption Welcome, was 
the caufe, not only of .the deftru&ioa of Greece, but of 
Rome, and moft of the European ftates now galled with 
the yoke of bondage. v Look into the Spanifh hiftory, atid 
dlfcover the freedom of that nation, as pecfefl: as England* 
could at any time bbaft her own to be, fo long as the cortes 
or parliament maintained its .independency. ' But, no fooner 
had the procurators or representatives of the people become 
neceffitous, from an imprudent maimer of living, than the 
northern mirjifters of Charles the fifth, found it not very dif- 
ficult to win them from that duty which triey owed the 
people : to barter honour for titles, and liberty for gold. f 

There cannot be a fafer method of judging how our liberties 
may be fecilred, than by enquiring into the caufe to which 
other nations ojffe thejois fii.them \ for at certain periods all 
nations have been free. If this purfuit leads us to a difcovery 
that the fame evils prevail here which preceded the ruin of 
other ftates, how watchful ihould we be, left their grbwth 
encreafe and deftru&i on become . inevitable ?— It is not 
enough that we are not totally benighted,, that (in the words 
of the poet already quoted) the guardian genius Of Britain 
may fay to her jn the feign of Gebrge the third, 

Then, then thy horizon fhall fweetly blase 

With ftars for ev'ry noble purpofe fit I 
Thereon thy fons with wonder -Hill (hall gaze, 

Finding in Chatham all they found in Pitt ! \ 

. Temple from it fhall wifdom's light difpenfe ! 

From it Northumberland fhed worth's pure ray ! . 
And, to compleat the compilation, thence ~ 

Oamden the life of luftre fhall difplayl " : 

- Canto 3. 

It it not enough that a few fuch fleady patriots as thefe 

Hand in defence of their country, if numbers determine to 

eppofc theirt who rejoice in oppreflion, and exult in fpoil. 

Greece, in her wprit days*, waote.d not patriots ; but thofe 

^ " ' whofe 



*mofe vicious mod* of life caufed Philip's golcl tor glifter* 
had the power in their hands, and ufed it to the deftru&ioa 
of' the people. My -countrymen can* confide only in their 
watdifulnefs, in their fixed veneration for thofe rights which 
the virtues of their anceftors handed down to them, in the 
time of danger. Sotfoon as they become inattentive ; To foot* 
as their love of that liberty which God gave to all men, 
becomes cool, their Am will fet for eYef. The. few hints 
which I have to convey to them* Ichoofe to eicprefs in the 
little original allegory which follows. If. they are worthy 
• of being felt, may they feel them like men, and determine on 
them like Britons. 

See how the flocks of yonder dale 

All unattended ftray, 
From wood to gitove, from bill to vate) 
' Expos'd to beafts of prey I 

*" '"' Nor can withftand the direful foe, *** 

Nor have they ftrejngth to fly ; 
No friendly aid their ltmbs beftow, 

To fhun the dangers nigh ! , * 

So feeble, weak, and fickly all, . « 

They fcarcely move along ; 
At ev'ry fault'ring ftep they fall, ' 

c A poor devoted throng ! 

Their food withdrawn, their paftures bare, 
Their chryftal. fountains dry ; 
, No more the watchful (hepherd's care, 

They languid* and they die. ; 

Nor pent within the fhelt'ring fold,. 

Their ample fleeces (horn ; 
They feek to rthun. bleak winter's cold, 

Beneath fome leaflets thorn ! 

• The Iamb unfed*, is left to ftray, , 
And crop the noxipus weeds, . 
;• 'Till by the wolf, in queft of prey^ .." 

The tender creature bleeds ! ••" " > 

And thus the helplefs, haplefs charge; 

A thoufand dangers nigh, •' t 

Are daily left to rove at large, 

Or.perifh as they lie! ■ ■ ■ * V • • 

"'•'■• White 
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While waim*n4fuH, in yonder wl* 

The fbepherdsclofe retire, 
And on tho faU'ning milk regale - . 

. Atoiufd a chewing fire ! 

Clofe in their woolly fleeces rolTd* 

Tbey fit fecure and dry^ .< . 

Rewdlefs of tfee winter's col4». 

Nor feajr an atfgry Iky I , , ' 

But while in rounds of joy they move? ' 

And plenty crowns each-head,i " . 
What matter where the lambkins rove, 
Or how the flocks ar* ft4 ! 

i 
Dublin, Sept. s#b. 1770; BRITANNICUS. 



For the POLITICAL RfiGi&TBR.: 
Oh Voltaire's Account of the Stuart-family. 

VOltaire's hiftory of the Stuart-fciai^ and his panegyric on 
the Italian adventurer having been lately placed before 
the public, in feveral letters and papers in an advantageous 
light ; I (hall take the liberty to make fome obfervations on 
two paffages in the Englifli 12010 edition of his works • the 
one in Vol. V. p. 253. the other ibid. p. 257. * 

As to t^e farmer* Voltaire had been remarking on the 
misfortunes and death of Charles I. and thus fpeaks of the 
Irifh rnaffacre, Oaober, 1641. The Catholics of Ireland plot- 
ted to rife throughout all the provinces in one day, and murder every 
protejlant in the kingdom ; and thy actually majfacred upwards of 
forty thou/and. , His editors have tfre following note— « fuch 
44 is the computation of raoft hiftorrans, fcut the whole is' a 
< c locking exaggeration, derived from animofity and mifre-s 
« prcfentation : if we ftould read four inffead of forty 
44 thoufand, we ihould approach nearer the truth; and we 
«< are afraid it wiH be diiHcult to prove that the catholics 
c< were the aggreflors." * 

Thus impudently do/ they confront the beft authenticated, 
and molt harmonioiis hiftoric teftimoay concerning a carnage, 
the horrors of whch 9 this popifc writer farther obfervca, could 
•nly be parallelled by that on the fatal day of St... Bartholomew. 

But- 
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Bttt It -fcettft %7 the <eAko?e, that credit mhft not %e given ta 
a«yfa&, however <WH <attdted that f**^fit»%ity^dSfc€mottrorf 
tfceckerch. Thofe Moody dpertrtion*iri Ireland end at Pa- 
ris vmcnot <mafike*ee, *<rt -Meritorious fotitfftrifes'taken'to ex- 
tirpate fllerefy, andVhich the Ik>rtta« ptfntfff ha^bleffcd tmd 
fen&ified, and who can crfl ihqueltion h&^ititoorky, ufben 
three tings trprmcestfjtip'm'ht ike year i$'75i'ife£«* their 1et± 
ters to pope Gregory Xlffl thus^-taihe aimtbhy f who holds the 
place effbe iingdm tf Heaven ilpon earth*. Thefe-ed itors have 
ftirely made too great a comteflion in allowing -us to read four 
inftead trf forty thoufcnd, fince there couliHbe none maffa- 
ered at aH, in the ferifeof the church. 

A farther *rgprmerit, is, the catholics couM not he th* jag- 
gfeffors* *? becattfe *h<aggreffion when -rightly defined, is, a 
« c firft a£fc of injury, it is to begin a quarrel by fome aft of 
c< iniquity." But the -Irifh'flaughter of heretics-was no aft of 
iniquity, hut.a pkhis and fewardable labour ielr the fervicecff 
the church. And Ihe ha9 authority to change the nature oF 
things. She can tranfubftantiate bread and wine into flefli 
and blood, nay (he can reverfe moral diarafter and condi- 
tion, by her abfolving and ^execrating power ; and hence it 
is that every good catholic isreligioufly obliged to rejeftthe 
computation of all his" hiftorkms, who would charge on their 
people plots, aflaffinations and maffacres, and conclude fuch 
charge can oftly derive from animofity and mifreprefcnta- 
tion. , 

No fmall countenance was given to that Irifb Slaughter, 
by Charles I. Nor is this matter of aftonifliment, when we 
advert to the letter which the pope wrote to him, April 20 f 
J623. dated at Rome in the palace of St. -Peter ; and his an- 
fwer, wherein he. tells his moft holy father, " that he will 
'*" employ himfelf for time to come, to have but one religion 
" and one faith— and avows, his being no partizan of any 
* c fa£Hon againft the catholic, apoftolic, roman religion. f 

Another paflage in Voltaire, is, in p. 254 of" Vol.- V. 
*Tbere were feyeral officers, of the army 9 formerly ajfembled in 
Scotland, who were the ting's friends, and particularly attatched 
to his per/on: and *he was likewife fupporttd by the BiJhop\ y ' 
and the few popijh lords then in London : thofe ivho had before 
been engaged in the powder-plot , to exterminate his whole family^ 
were now wholly devoted to his inter eft j all the reft of the nation 
was againft him. 

i n' ' ■ ■"- '■ ' ■ j ■ 

* Voltaire's works, Vol. VI. p. 24. 
f See Nop-fuch Charjes, p. 71, 77, 78, & 131. 

His 
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, -Ips editors Aft p. 257. * We fliall tt&ity thfcmiftafctf, hf 
f numerating tbe principal perfons who attended him at York, 
and declared in his favour — they then mention 36. lords, and 
add, " many other noblemen were employed in the king's 
*' behalf, in different parts of the kingdom, a great number 
f 6 of moft powerful commons cfppufed his, cauie, which was 
f c alfo fupported by the two univerfities^ all in general whpfe 
f* manners were polifhed, and-whofe minds .were enlarged 
'* by a liberal education, adhered to tbe k\ng. The oppo~ 
f 6 fite faction confided of thofe whorn the king had- perfonal- 
€ \ \y difobliged : of fuch as wanted to fifh in troubled wa- 
cc ters ; of republicans and dhTenters, comprehending 3, 
* c great number of corporations, manufacturers, and the 
" lower claffes of the people, inflamed with the fpirit of fa? 
*« naticifm." 

In the parliamentary hiftory, Vol. X. p. 284. in the pre- 
amble to the ordinance concerning the militia, it is. faid, 
*\ whereas there has been of late a moft dangerous and defpe- 
c * rate defign upon the houfe of commons^ which we have juft 
* c caufe to believe to be an effe£t ,of bloody councils of papifts, 
." and other ilUaffedted perfons, who have already, rjaifed a 
* c rebellion in the kingdom of Ireland, and by reafon of oaa- 
f c ny difcoveries, we cannot but fear they will proceed, 
u not only to flir up the like rebellion and infurre&ions ii? 
ct this kingdom of England, but alio to back then* with for T 
** ces from abroad : for the fafety therefore of his majefty's 
4 * perfon, the parliament and. kingdom, in this time of im- 
** minent danger, it is ordained," &c. which the late Dr. 
Harris tells us was read and agnee.d to - by the lords, Fe- 
bruary 16, 1641. and ordered to be prefeiited to the king by 
fhe lords, Stamford and Grey. 

Laudy Sibtherpe^ and Manwarmg^ the defenders of defpo- 
tifm, were his favourite clergy. Arch bifliop Abbot he fuf- 
pended becauf^ he refufed to licenfe Sibtherpe's fermon upon 
non-refiftance and pafiive obedience, and to Manwaring he 
gave a bifhoprickt. The orthodox clergy held in efteem at 
court, were thofe who taught, <c that all priefts,^and none 
" bat priefts have power to forgive fins, that fuch abfoluti- 
cc on is a pajrt of that prieftly power which could not be gi- 
c < ven by men or angels, but only and immediately by al- 
46 mighty God himfelf : a part of that paramount power, 
c< which the God of glory hath invefted mortal man 
"withal \. * ^ 
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Confult Rapin, Vol. II. p. 259. ift. edit. foU 
Prynne's Canterbury's doom, p. 189, 
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This detail will diffidently open the defign of the editors 
of M. de Voltaire's works ; and no one can poffibly be at a 
Jofs to know the views of holding up to the eye of the public, 
the great merit, the pitiable misfortunes of the Italian hero, 
who, openly aflerted his claim to the Britifh crown. There 
is evidence enough to convince any but the totally blind, of 
the bold eflbrts making to fubvert our conftitution, and to 
Tender us the Haves of defpotifm, this is now the plain un- 
referved language of every mouth of power, and we njay hear 

its wice in loud Italian accents directing our j s from the 

b h, as well as deftroying our mads in our arfenals. 

Whether our fealed eyes will ever open, before the coup de 
grace be given, God only knows. 

The Laudean-i\ms$ feem to be opening again upon us, 
when praife will be offered to God for that power be has gi- 
ven th& church vuer the confciences if men ! a time, when fhe 
will take upon her to bind our— -with chains, and our no- 
bles with fetters of iron. And when the fans of Rome will 
trramph in their enflaving Britons. O that our K— and 
people could but fee, before it be too late, the things which 
belong to our peace ! But aias ! we deep on. Nor can any 
thing but the laft trump awake us. Were we not in a dead 
fleep, fuch recommendations of the rejected houfe of Stuart, 
could not make fo familiar an appearance without experien- 
cing the lire of Britifh indignation. 

A Protestant Hanoverian. 

P. S. A -more expreffive portrait of the fpirit of popery, per- 
haps was never given in fo few Words, as by Voltaire, the 
Catholics of Ireland plotted to rife throughout all the provinces 
in one day> and murder every Protejlant in the kingdom* 



For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

Evidences depofmg in the great Caufe depending. 

THE intention, of that great dire&ing plan of the 
Thane, to reftore the religion of Rome-papal to its 
former energy, has many opening prefumptive evidences. 
In a'matter of fuch high importance to the moft facred rights 
of a proteftant people, all the friends of freedom muft ap- 
prove an endeavour to introduce the evidence, juftly placed 
before the bar of the public./ The firft witnefs that delivers 
Vol. VII. Ee his 
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his deposition, (hall be no lcfs a perforiage than he, wboirt 
many have affected to call, his holiness ! This witnefs de- 
mands of all who hear him, an itnplicite faith-— now his holi- 
nefs does, and will tell you, " how much* pleafed he is with 
u the treatment given to his own worfhippers in Great Bri- 
" tain*." So much is he fatisfied with the meafures of our 
adminiftration, that lafl Maunday Thurfday, he would not Co 
much as read the execration of heretics, though always read 
by the pope on that day. He confiders the northern berefy* 
as no longer deferving his apoftolical curfe or denuncia- 
tion, 

A fecond witnefs, fhall be the voice of all public meafures 
of adminiftration throughout the laft ten years, in favour of 
Aapifts. Now this deponent, you muft know, refers to the 
v -eftablifhment of a popifh bifhop at Canada, — to the displacing 
proteftants, and putting papifts into the magiftracy at the 
Grenadines,— 16 the penfioning a popifh miflionary at Halli~ 
fax, Nova Scotia, — to the many mafs-houfes open in En- 
gland,— and the numerous popifh feminaries,— to the freedom 
given of educating our proteftant children in foreign popifh 
academies and fchools,— to the places of profit and truft given 
to feveral papifts at home J, — to the favourable reception 
which papifts have within the walls of the palace. 

The next prefumptive evidence fhall be, the fovereiga 
contempt thrown on the people, by the great and powerful j 
who fcrupte not to declare they are of opinion, " that trade 
and commerce fhoukl be taken away ; that the grofs of the great 
community* need humbling -> that they have too much liberty, 
and muft be brought under the hand of defpotifm ; that no 
one meafure can fo effectually accomplifh this end, as reftor- 
ing popery." And here we are referred to all the late popifh. 
publications, fuch as lord vifcount Taaffe y father Patfai's apo- 
logy, father Philips, and the junto of priefts concerned in the 
• Real Seeker $ all of whom promife they wilt be amenable for 
the people, under their tuition, that they fhall be paflively 
obedient to the hand of power — thefe writers impudently de- 
fame the Reformation, and damn the Revolution— they alfa 
have their auxiliaries, among the venal pens of minifteriaL 
writers, in our public news- papers. 

One more prefumptive evidence fhall be taken from a 
court of juftice ; whence difcouragements have been given to 
any attempts of putting the penal laws in execution againft . 
popery.—- h Jingle inftance indeed has been politically permit- 

* The Pope's open declaration, well known in Rome. 
% What are the appointments of a Baretti, &c. &c. &c ? 
- "ted 
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fed to have place, In the imprifonment of one prieft, Jri or- . 
der to (lop the mouths of protectants, 'and keep down their 
alarming apprehenfions. Nay, cyeri the proteftant-difienters 
have been cajoled with a promife of having the teft-iaw re- 
pealed, the more effe&ually to difunite them and the protec- 
tants of the e,ftabli{hed church, and to make way for papifts 
obtaining a more legal pofTeflion of places of power and profit 
in the civil adminiftration.— I might have fummoned the 
Thane himfelf, devoutly {landing by the altar in a church at 
Rome, .during high mafs * — but I forgot him ; — however, if 
the above concurring witnefles be allowed to have faid nothing 
but the truth, there can no difficulty attend our forming a 
judgment of the Thane's great leading intention ; and the coer- 
cive meafures to be taken with the Boftonians, may, poffibly, 
foon confirm the judgment. 

A Summoning Bailiff. 

For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

The ingenious Defence of a VIZIR, 

MA HO MM ED, King of Khouriflan, a province of 
Perfia, was, like many other Eaftern Princes, fur- 
rounded with women, eunuchs, and flatterers. - Chance, 
which fometiroes does more than prudence, had given him a 
good Minifter ; this man was a fincere lover of juftice, of his 

mailer, and of the country confided to his government. * 

Such a minifter mull neceflarily be perfecuted, for he gave 
no employments to his favourites, m.r were his good. offices 

to be purchafed. The Sultan's ignorant wives, who knew 

no other pleafures but thofe of the Seraglio, and an intereft 
with the Mifiifter fet under him, c6uld find no opportunity 
to enrich the eunuch, whom they feared,' nor the hu(bands 
they deftined for their daughters ; they therefore feized one 
of thofe moments, when men cannot refufe any thing, and 
prevailed on the voluptuous monarch to difcard this formi- 
dable minifter. 

The difgraced Vizir would neither juftify himfelf, nor fo- 
licit his reilpration : He fimply wrote to his mailer, " That 

"as it was always his defire to be ufefuj, he requefted of his 
Highnefs to grint him fome barren lands, which he promifed 
to cultivate, and which would be fufficient for his fubfift- 
ence." Mahommed, who could not -but efteem a man that 
»■ ~ • ■" 

* I have a private letter from Italy which rnentigns this 

% 4fircumftance. 

E e 2 had 
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had ferveS him- with fidelity, gave orders to fearch far fottte 
uncultivated canton in his dominions ; but there was none 
to be found : All the lands were fertile, commerce and agri- 
culture equally encouraged, furnifhed the induftrious inha- 
bitants with plenty, and in the territories of Khouriftan, 
there was neither an indigent perfen, nor a barren fpot to 
be found. 

The Mc^narch, to whom this relation was given, by per* 
fons who were ignorant of the necefiary inferences to he 
drawn, from k, fent to let the Vizir know this circurnftance, 
and to acquaint him, that he would give him any cultivated 
land he thought proper to chufe. 

« c I defire nothing more, replied this great Mintfter, as a 
recompence for all my fervices, but the happinefs of having 
made them fo. I was willing my matter fhould know the 
condition in which I have left his kingdom. Nothing re- 
mains for me, but to wi£h that my fucceflbrs may follow my 
example." 

This anfwer undeceived the monarch, who reftored the 
Vizir to his former dignity y and refolved for the future to 
entruft the care of his pleafures to women, and of his go- 
vernment to wife men. 



A Chamber of a late Premier. • 

THIS noble Duke was called from the (table to the 
cabinet, and from the currying of horfes, to the ma- 
nagement of men. In the occupations and amufements of 
the turf, he had more knowledge than his groom j in the 
fcfence of government he had lefs. But a paffion for horfes 
did not folely engrofs this nobleman. The wanton allure- 
ments of the more abandoned of their fex had charms which 
he could not refift. Perpetually in purfuit of fome fair face, 
he was perpetually relinquifhing beauties that had furren- 
dered to him. The moment of enjoyment brought difguft , 
along with it, and a freflj game was ftarted. When this 
was run down^ a new object prefented itfelf, and he engaged 
in a new purfuit. The gaming-table had likewife its plea- 
fures for his Grace ; and, when he was not at Newmarket, 
or had exhaufted his ftore of love, he was to be found at 
Arthur's. Great-Britain could boaft of a Prime, Minifter, 
that was at once a fportfman, a gamefter, and a debauchee. 
Europe faw with aftoniihment a man of this character pro- 
moted to the moft difficult department in a great nation.— 
Opprefied and enerved with the gratifications of pleafure, the 

fatigues 
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fatigues of office were infuppor table, to this noUeman.— . 
When at any time he ventured la a£t, his conduct difcover- 
ed that capricioufhefs and weaknefs, which are neceffarily 
produced by wafte and exhauftion. Difficulties and obftrucw 
tkms he fituddered to encounter. His milky and feeble fool 
was intimidated at the leaft profpefi: of danger. A deciiive 
part was what he could not 'afpire to. Ever fhifting 1 his 
meafures, he was ever adopting different principles. One 
moment a frieodto liberty, the next a favourer of tyranny; 
his behaviour had no diredtion but his hopes, his caprice, or 
his fears. He' had no capacity or judgment to inform him* 
An agreeable enough manner, and an ability to utter a few 
words that hinted at meaning, made him paft for a prodigy 
of elpquencg. A peer and a patriot, when they can blunder 
out an expreffion, excite admiration. Dazzled^ by the re- 
fpc& that attends office, and rank, the bulk of men deceive 
themfelves in the judgments which they form of the great,—* 
What is blameable in an inferior condition, becomes a 
beauty, and an ornament, when gilded with a ftar and a gar- 
ter. For expences which were immoderate, it was requifite 
that this minifter fhould find fome fupply. Offices accord- 
ingly were fold, and every venal art was put in practice. He 
had all thofe vices, which a great author has afcribed to 
courtiers. He had ambition, but it was joined with indo- 
lence; he had pride, but it was connected with mean efs; 
and he had a defire to have riches, but was averfe to labour. 
An enemy to truth, he violated the moft facred engagements; 
civil duties he contemned; and virtue he would throw into 
ridicule. 

SORANUS, 

To the Pointer of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

SIR, 

I Have lately made a purchafe of Voltaire's Age of Lewis 
the Fifteenth, tranflated into Englifh, in which, aroongft 
many other curious hiftorical fads, I find the following 
Anecdote of Maria Therefa, Queen of Hungary, and now 
fcmprefs Dowager of Germany. I have extracted it, and 
tranfmit it to you for the benefit of my countrymen, who, in 
general, I belieye, do not clearly undefftand the tenour or 
purport of the Coronation Oath taken by the Kings of Great 
Britain, which I maintain to be the very fame in effeft with 
that adminiftered to the Queen of Hungary, though they 
differ in the mode of expreflion. But, if the friends and 

patrons 
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fwrtroirs of the civil rights of mankind think otherwise, then 
let them confider, .if it Would not be prudent to take the 
flint from this precedent ; and to lay before the rifing gene* 
nation the obvious neceflity of obliging all future Sovereigns 
of tbefe kingdoms to enter into the fame equitable contra& 
with their fubje&s. 

Historical Anecdote. 

** In the mean time Maria Therefa, who had married 
Francis of Lorrain, Grand Dufce of Tufcany', took poffeffion 
of all the dominions which her father had bequeathed to 
ber. She received the homage of the States of Auftria at 
Vienna, on the 7th of November 1740. The provinces of 
Italy and Bohemia fwore allegiance to her by their deputies ; 
1>ut above all, (he ingratiated herfejf with the Hungarians, 
by taking the ancient oath which Andrew II. made in the 
year 1722. 

If I, or any of my fucceffors, Jhall at any time infringe upon 
your privileges ; by . virtue of this promife, you and your defcend- 
*nts jhall he allowed to defend yourfelvei, and Jhall not be treated 
as rebels" 

** As -the anceftors of the Queen had always been back- 
ward in executing fuch engagements, her taking the prudent 
ftep already mentione'd, gteatly endeared her to the Hunga- 
rians. This people, who had always been inclined to throw 
off the Auftrian yoke, after two hundred -years /pent in. fe- 
cHtion, broils, and civil wars, fubmitted at once, to the go>- 
vernment of Maria Therefa, whooi they almoft adored." 

I am aware that fome people will fay, that fuch an oath 
in this country woul^bc fuperfluous, becaufe'the enlightened 
part of the people have long fince reje&ed the abfturd doc- 
trines of non-refijlance and pajjive-obcdience^ and know very 
well that they have a right to ftand forth in the defence of 
fheir violated rights and privileges ; but ftill, Sir, there. re- 
mains a moil dreadful idea attached to the found of rebellion, 
which not even the honours and rewards now laviihly be- 
ftowed on the immediate defendants of thofe Scotch rebels, 
who would have cut the throats of all the prefent royal fa- 
mily, can efface : It may not, therefore, be amifs ,to let 
Englifh people know, that in other countries, as well as this, 
it is underftood, — that when. the Sovereign, or, which is the 
fame thing, his vile miniftry, tear up any of the facred pri- 
vileges of the people^ they who oppofe fuch a Prince, or 
fuch Minifters, do by no means deierve the degrading ap- 
pellation 
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pcllation of rebels, but juftly merit the glorious title of Sv jv 

PORTERS OF THE CORONATION OATH OP WRIGHTS. 

Mile*End, Philo Libertatis. 

Sept. 22, 1770. 

» "" ' ' "" ■' ' ■- * ' ■ ' '' '■■■' " I I I »»H'WIWI ■l'»|| II I I I , 

To Baron S MY THE, •* - 

Who tried the Scotch Serjeant at GuildfoM, far the wilful, de- 
liberate Murder of the Innkeeper on the Surry Side of JVtjl- 
^ninfter- Bridge. 

My Lqrd, 

IT. is the proper bufinefs. of every Judge to be the inter* 
prater of the law, aftd jthe minifter of juftice : To this 
end, bis firft and greateft talent flvould be, to know and de- 
cern what is truth and right. The laws of his country arc 
his only guide and dire&ion, to which he ought ftri&ly to 
conform hiolfelf, in all his opinions, proceedings, and fenttnees ; 
From th$fe he ought never to vary in the leaft point whatr 
cveiy but give judgment always as the law dire&s, or ac- 
cording to the well-known principles of juftice and equity. 
To this every Judge ought to be folemnly fworn, that whea 
he fits in judgment, he may always have God before him, as 
jsl witnefs to his proceedings, and ftand to the appeal of his 
own conscience. Anger and paflion, hope, love, and affec- 
tion, hatred and malice, and even the leaft ihadow and fuf- 
picion of it, ought to be bani&ed far off from every tribu- 
nal and court of judicature.; together vyith bribery and cor- 
ruptioo, fear and terror, adulation and flattery, and what- 
ever etfe may obftru£t or pervert the regular courfe of juftice. 
For, when a Judge is weak or wicked enough to give way to 
any of thefe temptations, Juftice will foon take her leave of 
him, and be baniihed out of his mind, as well as out of the 
court in which he prefides. 

Moft certain it is, that no one order of fubje£b has con- 
tributed more to the promoting fedition, ftrife, and oppref- 
fion, in a commonwealth, than a fet of Judges who are of 
a mercenary, corrupt, or adulatory difpoiiuon* On the other 
hand, by a due and regular courfe of juftice, a ftate k pre* 
ferved in peace and' unity : Xove and good-will to mankind . 
are every where promoted ; complaints are heard ; grievances 
are redreffed ; and oppofition dies away with the removal 0/ 
the aggravating evils that produced it. , 

Confider what has been.Jaid, and the Lord of his infinite mercy 
eflablijh your feat in rigitftoufnefs, or take you fpeeciily to frim- 

jeif. Amml . . . The MONITOR. 

Tbe 
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¥bi fbltoxmng Letter was Jattfy feni by Robert Morris, Ef& 
to the Chairman of the Supporters of the Bill of Right, re- 
Jigning the Office of Secretary to that Society. 

Gentlemen, 

TH £ peft which I have held in your Society I fhall ever 
efteem to he one of the, greateft honours ctf toy life* 
and the only fort of place. I ever defire to accept. Witfc 
what zeal, or abilities, I have promoted tbe common Caufi* 
of liberty, you are beft able to judge: Such as thefe have 
been, they (till fhall never be wanting for the fame purpofes, 
when I conceive myfelf capable of exerting them to effed. 
Some fiiccefs has,, without doubt, already attended the ope- 
rations of our fociety ; but my own judgment is, that an 
unhappy neteflky will require operations of a different nature, 
before we fhall have fulfilled the duty, which, as patriots, we 
owe to our country. In an age, fpiritlefs and abandoned as 
the prefent, it is fomething to have proceeded thus far", ft 
is through our means that the claim -of a free representation 
-has not long ago been crufhed in its birth. Hitherto it has 
been fuppreft by the mere <Jint of fuperior force 5 and now 
waits impatiently to be vindicated by the, noble refcntrnent of 
an injured peopk. Through us the perfection of an indi- 
vidual, who by the natne of countryman has every title to 
our fupport, has been rendered almoft ineffedual ; and the 
abettors of it, however dignified* have become the fcorn and 
hatred of the people. It has not been my fault if that gen- 
tleman has not been fufficiently rewarded for all his troubles; 
I wifh to fee him fuperior to his enemies, eafy in hifrcircum- 
ftances, as I know him to be independent ia his principles. 
This he defences ' from the humanity, the gratitude, and, if 
we have a defire not to fee a fimilar profcription repeated in 
our days, from the good fenfe of this nation. As for thofe 
perpetual candidates for power, penfion, or office, 4>oth 
within the fenate and without, I equally deteft and abjure 
them all, whether they are pofieft of prefent confidence or 
not ; I hold them enemies to the liberty of the common 
people, impoftors in politics, and the fcourge of this 
kingdom. 

Much is wanting to give a profpeS of fuccefs to our op- 
pofition againft the minifters of government. We are not 
without abufes, but without the legal means of reforming 
them. The whole frame of adminvfttation is corrupt. It is 
a farce to call the p- 1 a compete and adequate repre- 
sentation of the people; againft this more than the Middlesex 

election 



fe}e&i&n»ftares us in thi face : It i$ ift vain therefore to fefort 
to them, or poftpone 6ur hopes t6 the feeble remedy of a ftp* 
tenhial choice; a choice, placed in fuch hands, as never to 
become expreflive of the fen ft of the community. Petitions 
arid rerrionltrances have been tried without cffefl:. There re- 
mains however the good courage of the Englifli nation, which 
T hope (though there has long appeared tdo great a deficiency 
of fpirSt) will never fail to fhow itfelf when trie meafure of 
oppreffion is fully completed. I ana in little doubt* that both 
thefe. periods, will foon arrive* till which, though I fliould 
wifh to prevent the occallon, I fllall referve rhyfelf, being ot 
opinion with thofe refpectable ancients, who held it criminal 
not to take a part in the commotions of their country. 

Having given this account of my principles, ahd thefe 
reafons for my conduct, I muft now refign the office of fecre- 
tary, which I have been honoured with in your fociejY from 
its commencement. I fhajl ftill be proud of being afiociated 
with men, who, I arA per'fuaded, have effe&ually removed 
tbemfelves,.by the decifive part which they have taken againffc 
the moil favourite and determinate meafures of the cQurt, 
from truft, nonour, of employ, whilft the prefent fyffefrl of 
affairs continues. The fxrpport af Mr. Wilkes, that vt&rm 
ta a woman'* wrath* is a teft to which th« great leaders <Sf 
parliamentary oppofction will oeVer fubtorit. They behold in 
him An. insurmountable barrier to the expe&ed gratifications 
of all their labours. We have {eeh therh fcparate themfelves 
from him and from his caufe (unlefs where they could make 
it fabferviertt to their own arnhitionj as they would from an 
infedion ;<and whilft they continue fchfeparated, I fllall look 
upon them as interefted men,, more, ftudious to.do themfelves 
good than their country. Thefe ate not the perfons from 
whom we are to expedt fub fc rip t ions, folemn covenants, fti~ 
pulations and confederacies. Such are jthe inftrumejits and 
resources of .more honeft men, for which the time already 
approaches ; b.ut to which thefe will never be driven, .unlets 
in mere.deijpair of obtaining places 5 a matter which it is npt 
impoflible may foon happen, through the happy obftinacy of 
the fuperior powers ; and thus they, who never could be yir* 
tuous before, will be rendered fq, from the want' of other 
temptations, in derate of themfehres and their own evil in- 
clination*. 

for my own part I wiJl conFefs* that the caufe of 
Jtfr.: WilkaS, as tn Injured and persecuted individual, has 
been the firft and hitherto the only motive of my appearing in 
public. I have the fatisfoctton to fay, that Heave this caufe 
in -a better fituation, at leaft, , than when I foiind it* though 

F f not 



( art ) 

not the vanity to' think, that much of our fuccefs (which 
indeed ought to have been greater) has been owing to my 
endeavours. I am refolved however not to a& any longer in 
the office of fecretary. I (hould not have undertaken it at 
firft, but in expectation that it would have foon fallen to the 
lot of others in turn. I have repeatedly defired leave to refign, 
and as conftantly received no other anfwer than your com- 
pliments upon my condu&. I muft now therefore refign 
without leave, becaufe I cannot continue in my office with the 
fame alacrity I have done, being tired of my fliare of the 
burthen, and having fome thing elfc to do. As for the odium 
which may have fallen upon my name, from the confpicuous 
part I have appeared in, I fnall efteem that my greateft 
reward ; being fatisfied it will come from a quarter whofe 
enniity will be my greateft honour. When you proceed to 
the ele£tion of another fecretary, I hope your choice will 
fall upon one much more worthy than, 

Gentlemen, 
Your devoted 
and obedient humble fervant, 
Aug. 6, 1770. ROBERT MORRIS. 

By the particular Dejire of three Members if ^respectable 
Society of Merchants in the City, Friends to the Caufi 
of Civil Freedom in all Parts of the Britijh Dominions, the fol- 
lowing elegant Compofition is prefented to our Readers. 

A DIALOGUE, fcf*. fpoken at the Commencement in the 
College ^Philadelphia, June 5, 1770. . 
Suppofed to be written by Dp. Smith. 

A M Y N T O R. 

NO more in Academic forms we greet 
Your kind indulgent ear. Prepare we now 
The wonted ftrain of joy— But Damon, whence 
That deep heav'd figh ; that brow o'crcaft with care ? 
Why bend your looks in forrow to the ground, 
To damp this feftal day ? 

DAMON. 

Alas ! my friend ; 
When Difcord rears her banner, and the ftatc 
Totters beneath her fway; when freedom mourns, • 
And her fair fitter, Commerce, by ner fjde, 
Sits bound in fetters ; when untwifted lies 
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The golden cord of mutual truft and love, 
That (hould unite the parent and the child- 
Say, cap the fympathizing Mufe forget 
To {hare her country's pangs ? Can fhe delight 
In frolick ftrain, or deck her brow with' rays, 
When the dark cyprefs and the baleful yew 
May beft befeem her ftate ? 

AMYNTOR, 

In virtuous grief, 
E'en joy is found, when the fweet cheerer Hope 
Refutes not to pour her wonted balm 
Upon the bleeding heart. What human power, 
Or human fcheme, however deep devis'd, 
Shall flay the mighty purpofes of Heaven ? 
Lo ! in the rolls of Providence engrav'd, 
I read the great decree— " The time (hall come* 
" And now begins to dawn, when rooted ftrong 
" In facred knowledge and enlighten'd zeal, 
" Fair Freedom (hall again ere£k her head, 
cc And widely o'er this weftern world diffufe 
<c Her Empire undifturb'd j while Commerce fair, 
u And Arts and Science, and Religion pure, 

" Shall prop her throne." And, hark ! their warbling 

voice, 
Enraptur'd at the thought, the Mufes rai fc » 

AIR. 

Freedom, mankind's fafeft guide ! 

Here ere& thine endlefs reign ; 

Truth and Jujiice by thy fide, 

Golden Qommerce in thy train ! 

Empires own thy gentle fway 5 % 

They, without thee, drooping, mourn; 

Smiling as the orient day, 

Hafte, fair Freedom, thy return ! 

DAMON, 
Amyntof ! thou haft rouz'd my inmoft powers ! 
The whole analogy of things confirms, ' 
The ftrain prophetic.. For as yonder fun 
Rejoicing earth, diurnal, rides, along 
Pompous, from eaft to fartheft weft ; even fo 
It feems decreed that Empire, Freedom, Arts, 
And their refulgent train, fhould urge their courfe 
Glorious from Eaft to Weft, and ere the day 
Of time (hall end, in foul rejoicing tour, 
Surround the globe, and every people blefs, 

Ffa THYRSIS. 
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T H Y R 8 I 3. 
Yes, Damon ! and the bright. hiftoric page 
Still more confirms the thought— with Eaftern fwainsj 
Where innocence and fimple nature join'd* 
To blefs the rural cot, when time was young, 
Fair Freedom firft upheld her bloodlefs reign. 
With growing glory, thence flie flretch'd her courfe 
Still weftward o'er * JSefeftia, Perfia. Greece, 
Thence o'er f Hefperian realms ; ana as flie mov'd 
Sublime along, (he caft a glacj'hing ray, 
Far to the North, on Scythia's lonely race. 
And vaft Sarmatia. Then afcending bold 
The Alpine heights, fce bade eternal fnow 
And mountains bare, delight the foul e'en more 
Than Arno's teeming vaje, forfook by her. 
Germania then rejoiced beneath her (way, 
Reaching the while^ the fartheft polar verge 
Of wintry Scandinavia's frozen cljmes. 
Then meditating ftill a bolder flight, 
O'er fair Britannia's ifles, and Thules' felf, 
She urg'd her glorious caufe, and ling'ririg long ? 
There on-Europa's laft, but nobleftlons 
She beam'd her npon-tide blaze ; and Weftward ftiJJ 
Acrofs the vaft Atlantic (hot a ray, 
To gladden Britain's lons ? where'er retir'd 
In regions new. And tho' by clouds obfeur'd, 
Yet (hall her beams, with renovated ftrength, 
Break forth, and pierce more awful depths of woods, 
" Till all America's unbounded fons, " 
Of every language, and. of every hue, 
Rous'd and exalted by her genial warmth, 
Enjoy by turns their day of focial blifs. 

A MY N T O R. 

The (Jux of things— the rife and fall of ftates— 
How folemn is the lecture which they read ! 
Thro' all the annals of recorded time 
Each page declares — u That Vice is Slavery's nigHt, 
** And Virtue is bright Freedom's glorious day !'* 

DAMON. 

Attend, ye Patriot throng ! ye noble fons 

Of Freedom ! who, to fave your Country's rights, 

p - ' . ' ■ - 

* One of the names of antient Egypt. 

f Hefperia, or Italy. 
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^Vith rigid felf-denial s J facrifice 
Your private gain— O ! be your worth approv'd ! 
Attend ! be firm ! So in the roll of Fame, 
When Time fhall ceafe, and worlds in ruins lie, 
Say'd from the wreck, your names ftiall ever live ! 

A I R. 

Time ! thy wheels (hall ceafe to move 

Nature in one ruin end ! 

But th* Archangel from above, 

Shall in heay^nly pomp defcend, 
And from the wreck, the roll of Fame 
Shall fnatch, and fave each Patriot name. 

J V , '■ ' ' ' ' " ■ """" «' ' " ' ■r» p.- f - ■■n - ll li i , 'I —■I'll' Pil M W»P» 

AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE. 

fhe City of Bofton'i Account of their Qvnduft to Capt. pjrcfton, 
after the Mtffacre of March the $t&. 

WE were very apprehenfiye that all attempts would b$ 
made to gain an advantage againft us 5 and as there is 
no reafon to think that the malice of ourfenemies is ii> the leaft 
degree abated, it has been thought jieceflary, thatTour friends 
jon your fide the water fliould have a true ftate of the circum- 
ftances of the town, and of eyery thirfg which has materially 
occurred fince the removal of the troops to the caftle T For 
this purpofe we are appointed a committee, but the time will 
not admit of our writing fo fully by this conveyance, as we 
intend by the next. In the- mean time, we intreat your fur- 
ther friendihip for the town, in your endeavours to get the 
judgment of the public fulpended upon any reprefentatiort 
that may have been made by the Commiffioners of the Cut 
toms and others, until the town can have the opportunity of 
* knowing what is alledged againft it, and of anfwering for it* 
felf. We muft confefs, that we* are aftonilhed to hear that 
the Parliament have come to a determination to admit gar- 
bled extra&s from fuch letters as may be received from Ame- 
rica by Adminiftration, and to conceal the names of the per- 
forms who may be the writers of them. This will, certainly 
give great encouragement to perfons of wicked intentions to 
abufe the nation, and injure the colonies in the groffeft man- 
ner with impunity, or even without detedion. For a con- 
firmation hereof, we need to recur no further than a few 

% Alluding to the public-fpirited agreement entered into 
t>y th,e generality of the American Merpharits, 

inonth^ 
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months, whcjL undoubtedly the accounts and letters carried 

t Mr. — Would have been attended with very unhappy, 

if not fatal, effafts£ had* not" this town been To attentive as to 
have contradict eel trlofe falfe accounts by the depofitions of 
many creditable perfons under oath ; but it cannot be fup- 
pofed that a community will be fo attentive, but on the moft 
alarming events. In general, individuals are following their 
private concerns, while, it is to be fearefl, the reftlefs adver- 
faries are forming the moft dangerous" plans for the ruin of 
the reputation of the people, in order to build their own 
greatnefs on the deftru&ion of their liberties. This game 
they have long been playing, and though in fome few inftan- 
ces they have had a loiing hand, yet they have commonly 
managed with fuch art, that they have fo far fucceeded in 
their malicious defigfts as to involve the nation and her colo- 
nies in confufion and diftrefs. This it is prefumed they ne- 
ver could have accompli(hed, had not thefe very letters been 
kept from the view of the public, with defigh perhaps to con- 
ceal the falfhood of them ; the difcovery of which would 
J)ave prevented their having any mifcfiievous effe&s. This is 
the game which we have reafon to believe they are now play- 
ing with fo much fecrecy as may render it impoffible for us 
fully to detect them on this fide the water. How deplorable 
then muft be our condition, if fimple credit is to be given to 
their teftimonies againft us, by the Government at home $ 
and if the names of our accufers are to be kept a profound 
fecret, and the world is to fee only fuch parts and parcels 
of their reprefentations, as perfons who perhaps may be in- 
terefted in their favour fhall think proper to hold up. Such 
a conduct, if allowed, feems to put it in the power of, a 
combination of a few defigning men to deceive a'natipn to 
its ruii). The mea/ures which have been taken in confe- 
rence of intelligence managed with fuch fecrecy, have al- 
ready to 3 great degree leffened' that mutdal confidence which 
has ever fubfifted between the mother country and her co- 
lonies, and muft in the natural courfe of things totally aJL- 
cnate their affections, and confequently weafcen, and in the 
'end deftroy, the power of the Empire. It is in this extend- 
ed view or things th^t our minds are affeded. It is from 
thefe apprehenfions that we earneftly wift> that all commu- 
nicator} between the twp countries, of a public nature, may 
be unveiled before the public, with the names of the perfons 
who are , concerned therein : then, and not till then, will 
American affair? be under the direction of Honeft Men, who 
are never afraic) or a&amed of the light ; and as we }uve a- 
^ifpdjint reafpn to be jealous tfrat the moft mifchievous and 
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virulent accounts htve been very lately fent to Adminiftrttlott 
from. Caftle William, where the- Commiffioners have again 
retreated, for no other reafon, that we can conceive, but, after 
their former manner, to mifreprefent and injure this" tcrwri 
and province ;• we earneftly in treat that you would ufe H your 
titmoft influence to have an order paffed, that the * whole of 
the packets fent. by the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms and 
others, under the* care of one Mr. Bacon, late an Officer in 
the Cuftoms of Virginia, who took his paffage the laft week 
in the brigantine Lydia, Jofeph Hood commander, may be 
laid before his Majefty in Council. If the writers of thofe 
letters fhall appear to be innocent, no harm can poffibly arife 
from fuch a,meafure ; if otherwife, it may be the means of 
exploring the true caufe of a national and colonial malady, 
and of affording an eafy remedy. v 

We have obferved in the Englilh papers the moft rioto<- 
rious falffeoods, published with an apparent defign to give the 
world a prejudice againft this town, as the aggreffors in tht* 
-unhappy tranfaclion of the 5th .of March, but. no account 
has been more repugnant to the truth, than a paper printed 
in the Public Advertifer, of the 28th of April, which is 

called The Cafe of Captain Prejieru -As a Committee of 

this Town,' we thought ourfelves bound in faithfulnefs to 
wait on Captain Prefton, to enquire of him, whether he was 
the author. He frankly told us, that he had drawn a ftate 
of his cafe, but that it had palled through different hands, 
and was, altered at different times j and, finally, the publi- 
cation in the Advertifer was varied from that which he fent 
home as his own* We then defired him to let us know, 
whether feveral parts, which we might point to him, and to . 
which we took exception, were his own ; but he declined 
fatisfyr'ng us herein, faying, that the alterations were made 
by perfons, who, he fuppofed, might aim at.ferving him, 
though he feared they might have a contrary effe£, and that 
Jiis difcriminating.to us the parts, of it, which were his own, 
/rom thofe which had been altered by others, might difpleafe 
his friends, it a time when he might ftandin need of their 
eflential fervice. This was the fubftance of the conven- 
tion between us, whereupon we retired, and wrote to Capt. 
Prefton a letter, the copy of which is now enclofed. 

The next day, not receiving an anfwer from Captain Pref- 
ton, at thetimewepropofed, we fent him a meffage, defiring 
to be informed whether we might expe& his anfwer : to which 
he -replied, by a verbal meffage, as ours was, that he had no- 
thing further to add to what he had (aid to us the day before, 
as you'll pleafe to obfefve by the inclofed certificate. 
i- - As 
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At therefore Captain Prefton has utterly declined to make 
good the charges againft the town, in the paper called His 
Cafe, or to let us know to whom we may apply as the au- 
thor or authors of thofe parts which he might have d if claimed, 
and efpecially as the whole of his cafe thus ftated dire&ly 
militates not only with his own letter publifiied, under hi* 
hand* in the Bofton Gazette, but with the depofitions of 
ethers annexed to our narrative which were taken 5 not be- 
hind the curtain, as fome may have been, but openly and 
fairly, after notifying the parties jnterefted, and before tna- 
giftratca to whote credit, the governor of the province has 
given his full atteftation under the province feal ; we canrtot 
think that the Paper, called The Cafe of Captain Thomas 
Prefton* or any other Paper of the like import; can be deem* 
ed i in the opinion of the fenfible and impartial part of man* 
kind , as fufficient in the leaft degree to prejudice the charac- 
ter of the Town. It is therefore altogether needlefe for us to 
'point ouf the many faUhoods contained in this paper, nor in* 
deed would there be time for it at prefent for the reafon above- 
mentioned. 

We cannot, however, omit taking notice of the artificer 
made ufe of by thofe who drew up the ftate, in infinuating 
that it was the defign of the peopld to plunder, the king's 
cheft; and for the more eafily efFeding that* to. murder the 
centinel pofted at the ciiftorn-houfe, where the money wa* 
lodged. This intelligence is faid to have been brought to 
Capt. Prefton, by a townfman, who affured.him that he 
heard the mob declare they would murder the centinel. The 
townfman probably was one Greenwood* a fervant to the 
Commiffioners, whofe depofition, number 96, is inferred 
among others in the narrative of the town, and of whom it is 
©bfervod in a, marginal note, that " through the whole of his 
examination he, was fo inconfiftent, and fo frequently con- 
, tradi^ed himfelf, that all prefent were convinced that no 
credit ought to be given to his depofition ; for which reafon 
it would not have been inferted, had it not been knoWn that 
a depofition was taken relative to this affair from Greenwood, 
by juftice : Murray, and carried home by Mr, Robinfon $" 
and further," this- deponent is the only perfon, out of a 
great number of witneffes examined, who heard any thing 
mentioned of the cuftom-houfe»" Whether this part of the 
cafe of Capt. Prefton was inferted by himfelf, or fome othet 
perfon, we are not told. It it very much to be queftioned, 
whether the information was given by any other than Green- 
wood himfelfj and the fort of character which he bears isfo 
well known to the commiffioners, and their co&ne&iqits^ 
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ibmeofwhom properly aflifted Capt. Prefton in ftating his 
cafe, as to have made thein afharried, if they regarded the * 
truth, to have given the leaft credit to what he faid. Who- 
ever may fuve helped them to this intelligence, wc will venture 
to fay, that it never has been, and never can be fupported by 
the teftimony of any man of a tolerable reputation. We fhall 
only obferve upon this occafion, how inveterate our enemies 
here are, who, rather than omit what they might think a 
lucky opportunity of {tendering the. town, have wrought up 
a narrative, not only unfupported by, but contrary to the 
cleareft evidence of /a£t3, and have even prevailed upon an 
unhappy rnan, under pretence* of frieridfliip to him, to adopt 
it as4iis own ; * though they miift have known, with a common 
fhare of understanding, that its being publifhed to the world 
as bis own, ,muft have injured him, under hispre'fentcif cam- 
fiances, in the moft tender pointy and fo (hocked was Capt. 
Prefton hlmfelf. at its appearing in this light on this fide the 
water, that he- was immediately apprehenfive fo glaring a 
-falfhood would raife the indignation of the people to fuch a 
pitch as to prompt them to fome attempts that would t>e dan- 
gerous to him, and he accordingly applied to MrJ Sheriff' 
Oreenleaf for fpecial protection on that account. But the 
fheriff affuring him there was no, fuch difpofition appearing . 
among the people, (which is an undoubted truth) Capt. 
Prefton's fears at length fubfided ; and he ftill . remains 
in fefe cuftody, to be tried by the. fuperior court of judicature, 
s}t the next term in Auguft, unlefc the judges (hall think pro- 
per further to poftppne the trial, as they have done for one 
whole term, fince he was indited by the Grand Jury. 

Before we conclude,, k. may not be improper to obferve, 
that the removal of the troops was in the fioweft order $ info- 
jn>uch, that eleven days were fperit in carrying the two regU 
dents to. Cattle- Iilahd, which had before landed in the town 
in. lefs than forty-eight hours. Yet in all this time, while 
t.l^e number of the troops was daily lefiening, not the leaft 
d'lfor&er was made by the inhabitants, though filled with a 
j.uft indignation and horror at the blood of their fellow-citi- 
zens fo inhumanly fpilt. And fince their removal, the com- 
mon foldiers Juve frequently, and every day come up to the 
town fo.r neccflary provifians; and lome of the officers, as 
well as feveral of the families of the^fojdiers, have relic ed ir* 
the town, and done bufinefs therein without the leaft molef- 
tation j yet fo hardy have our enemies been as to report in 
London, that the enraged populace had banged up Capt** 
Prefton. 
*yof. VII, G§ , The 



( 9* ) 

* - ■ 

Tbe_ftrange and irr«copcUcabJo wnduft tf. tt« Cot^ra^r 
•orWro ottfTe Guftwhs flnte March' 5 i "t^eir applyjag fo^ 
liatt to fetire to the caftte, fo early as the ioth^ a^d^q^ 
mg* their timer in * making sxcurfiops into the country 
tSt tfce 20th of Jupe Following, ItQgether witl* atgiti 
jnatefiai cireumfhmces, are thelbbjeft pfpijt jprjef^t^Mjif--- 
tlierefiilt of which you wilj be made acquainted .igitji pg 
n4x% conveyance. ' in the mean time, \ye xeipkig yity jl 

'■** If pur mych obliged, and mo(l obedient femiits t ; s< 
- . J< * Thomas Cufhing^ Wro. Philips,, V;' 
Rich. Dana/ ' W.M^lwui^J.^ 
Sam. Adams, Ebensper Sipc 

1 J°k" H al ?cockj y^o&t QreenJc 

To pte HpjjT ? Qpv. ? ohm all 
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¥Ptdnefday 7 A. M. Jul} x\ % xjffu*'\ 

I COPY, ) 

SIR,. * »' 

1U the interview we, as a committee of the town pf Bofton, 
had with you yeftcrday, you may remember we told your 
we were difpofed to conitder you as a man of too mtrch ho- 
nour to be the author of the publication, printed in London' 
the 28th of April, called. The Cafe of Cipt. Thomas Pref- 
ton, and the letter, to the Public in the Boftpn Gazette of the 
lath of March, as thofe papers diredUy militate with each 
other : the letter we refer to is as follows : 

Bo/ion GqoI) Monday ) March J2 ? , 1770, 
Meflrs Edes and Gill* 

PERMIT me, through the channel pf your paper, 4* W- 
turn my thanks in the moil public manner to the inha- 
bitants in general of this town, who throwing afide all party 
and prejudice, have, with the utmoft humanity and freedom, 
ftepped fortb advocates for truth, in defence of my imtrred 
innocence, in the late unhappy affair that happened on Mon- - 
day night lad > and to allure them, that I fhall ever hate-tfce 
higheft ferife of the juftice they have done inc, >vhich^iW fe$ 
ever gratefully remembered by their much obliged, aiuMtoty< 
pbedie.it hupWcfovam, ' ' ^ 0MAS?fLZ ^- 

In the courfe of our conver&tion you informed us, that th* 
#ate of thp cafe publiibed was very different from what you 
f.rff wiote,;.ihat Vgiu; account of that unhappy affair <w«i put 

'.'••-V'"^ - "■•<'•• v' /";',' ^ ■;-;■;■ *- -.'-^T-jaikv* 



ihfo rd^ral^iau^ftiierc at different fime$ r a~oi much akerdt 
by the perfons to wbofe judgment ywfubmittc^ ; and that jfc. 
ttont appears different from tne paper which jQUiaitii^ a*t 
Which you finally determined to lend home as. the ftate of 
Vour fcafe, but you declined pointing out the ruoiculnr aW 
terations Which have been olade, beqaufe you fiipfofed tM*~ 
alterations were rnade by your friends with a defigtt to fefofr . 
yoii, and you were apprenenfive that by parti t cuurieing4he.t' 
paflages altered, you might give ionic ofience. . Wis are very 
fenfible of the delicacy of your fituatian; and would by nd 
rtieans urge you Jtaariy thing which mjght leflen the nUmbef 
or influence of your friends ; but as we Jcnow that a confpi- 
racy has long been Formed againft the fights and liberties of 
the people, and more efpecialiy of this,town, and as* we^ha^ 
the fulled proof of the moft grofe mifreprefentatitiris having^ 
been Tent home to his Majefty and the Miniftry, we cannot 
avoid requefting youj in pehalf.oi fhe, town, to explain, as 
far as you are able, forrre parts of that cafe published j and at 
welhail forbear touching upon* any thing Which has an i^me- 
diate connexion with your conduct in that affair, we thinfc , 
you o mft flt» cenfitentwrth your honour, fiiffer a paper pub- 4 
lifted in ^out name, containing fuch injurious charges againft " 
a community » to pais unnoticed, wherr an explanation Ts de«* 
fired by the .perfons affe&ed. 

The Cafe* as it is called, fcts forth, « That the inhabi- * 
tanta have ever afed all means in their power to weaken the 
regiments, and to bring them into contempt, by promoting* 
and aiding defertions, and with impunity, eVert where there had 
been the cleared evidence of the facV We defire, if it is in 
your power, that you would point out one inftance, where; 
theft has -been dear proofs of any peribn's having aided or „ 
promoted the defertion'pf any foldiers from the regiments irt : : 
this town* It is aflcrted, «* that on the arrival of the 64th ' 
and 65th regiments the ardour feemed to abaie, but upon 
thei* being ordered away it /began to revive." For bur ^parts* . 
We observed no fuch abatement or revival, and cannot but 
wifliitobe informed how it became known to the. author pf ., 
the Cafe. But the moft cruel charge which malice and guilp . 
could form againft an innocent community^ is contained in 
the following paragraph : " The mfolence, as welt as utter 
hatred *>f the inhabitants to the troops increafed daily, info- 
much that JMonday and Tuefday the 5th and 6th inft. were 
agreed <m /or a general engagement : in confequence of which 
feveral oiri^e Militia came from the country armed to join 
their friends, fnenaclnfe tondeftroy any who IhoUld oppofe : 
Ibeipu This plan has fince been difcoversd*" 

Q ^ % Is 
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lis, 'and we hope, if this is not one of thofe alterations above- 
mentioned, that you will inform us how It appears that fuch 

'" a pFun was eve? forrried o**everi thcfaght'oVj this cannot, but 
he judged highly feafoitable, *as it is l of the greateft importance 
ta> the Public, arid* can have rid effefi upon your private con- 
cern'. ' If fti sone of thofe alterations,. we lhduld be very gjad 
fo fcnbw wHomr we may applyto as the author: 

' -*' We thmk" the (late of the cafe is, in many other refpe&s, 
fcery e?£cpriohable, but fliall omit taking notice of any thing 
morfc'at this' time, as we" would '■ do 7 nothing which iriight.be 
detrimental to yotr, horihbuld we have troubled you at all 

' In yotfr prefent difagrefeable circumfta tides, had* we knowi\ 
any other method' of coming to the knowledge of our accju fers. 
if we receive no anfwer to this by to-mo/row ten o'clock, 
we -(halt 'conclude voir *aVe*nothtn£ : tb offer in defenre^of 
fhe? p*fftge$ referred td in thir paper circnlated as the Cafe of 
Captain Tftotaa^Prefton; \ " \' ' ' " ,. 

We axe, Sir, your mod humble fervants, . 

•-• ... Thomas Ciiflitng, 

:-;>.. * Richard Dana* 

• Samuel Adams', 
.-'... John Hancock, 

William Phillips, 
William* Molineux, 
Capt. Thomas Prefton; E. Storer. 



Bofton County Gaol-Houfe y Jnly ifc, 1770. 

*T*HIS may certify that Mr. Willifton, Door-keeper to 
J. the Seleft-men, yefterday noon brought me a letter 
from the Committee of the Town of Bofton, then fitting at 
• Faneuil'-Hali, directed to Capt, Thomas Prefton, which T 
did immediately deliver him ; and that Mr. Molineux, one 
of the faid committee, came this morning about 1 1 o'clock, 
defiring I would afk Captain Prefton wnether he had or 
Would givean anfwer to the faid letter, upon which I waited' 

• on Capt. Prefton with the faid mefiage, who made for anfwer, 
f that he had not, nor fhouH not, give any anfwer— Jie had 

• nothing- -more to fay than what he had faid to the Comtpittee 

' ■' yefterday, * '• 

. ^ - JOSEPH OTIS, Deputy Gaol Keeper. 
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JhzpTl* frw ^Co^mit^ee of Merchants of Bofton, t4 
- V the Committee ^ Mejcjhahts of New- York. 

"' - • * • • "•■:••" - "Bofton* July 2Jpk. 1770. 

GENTitamv ; ,; <'•■;, ' •••• 

THE committee j of merchants of this town have reJ 
cervfeda letter from New- York, dated the ic*h. inft. 
*nd * figbed only by * Mefll Ifaac LoW,. Henry Kern fen, jhti. 
Thomas Walton, and John Harris Cruger^partof the com- 
mittee of merchants there; -wherein the* fay^- that- they 'are 
4tFe^etito*fecqtiaint usj : thafcthe fenfe or Vour inhabitants hasr' 
be&ntaten', and there appeared' a great majority for importing 
evefry^thftg except fccb articles as are or may hereafter be 
fubje^'to* duties for«the-purpofe of railing a revenue in 
America* - This letter was laid before the inhabitants of this* 
town, at a very large meeting this day, when it was the, una- 
nimous opinion, that this ufrhappy breach on the aon-impor- 
tatton-agreentent, muftbe ; df the worft confequences at this 
critical time, and is wholly owing to the unwearied attempts 
of the enemies of America to divide the colonies, and fa 
prevent the happy effe&s expefied from this moft (alutary 
meafureX^and therefore, after exprefling their indignation at 
the fubjedl matter of the letter, it was moved that the ftnfe 
' of the body Should be taken, whether they would ftri&ly 
and reljgioufly adhere to the non-importation agreement; 
and it was unanimoufly refplved, that tjiis bo/iy cannot fee 
any reafon that the laid agreement moyld be in the leaft degree; 
abated, but, on the, contrary, that the falyation of this con- 
tinent depends upon a fteady and firm adherence tberetq. . 

By this, gentlemen* you mud be. fully convinced of the 
firmnefs and refolution of. the, people here; and as by in- 
formation from New- York, .we have reafon fo conclude,* 
that in cafe all with you, who had a right, had given their 
voices upon this important affair; there would have been a. 
great majority in favour of ftill adhering to the non -impor- 
tation agreement ; we muft intreat you would ufe your in- 
fluence, that the minds of your people may be taken in the 
moft fair and impartial manner, upon this important occa- 
sion ; and we are perfuaded that wheu your people deliberately 
reflect and confider how much tjie invaluable rights and liber- 
ties of the colonies depend upon a firm and fteady adherence 
to this falutary, peaceable, and cpnftitutional meafurefor the. 
recovery of our rights and privileges ; they, will determine, 
ftri&ly to adhere to the fame, and by their .firmnefs and re-, 
Solution will prevail.with thofe who, have fuddenly and incon*. 

; ^ iiderately 
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$u hitherto ftpfittd between the £f jou*, WiH J* h jppily < 
rtftored* and the baft defign* and machiaatioas of tht&wto 
are 1 Mmical to the HbenJes of 'Ammf*, ti>>dfrid« **4 dtfttoite 
tfcr Colonies,. willte?ffeaual)[yfrufitate4 
«1fre have beeta formed* that a, pamphlet* ci«uainiag»f 
a&ount of the importation* made hew, to jhe*wi|Ii tfvffcac > 
lA, has been vbry induftriou% l^Jed^Jbout # Nj^1(Mbi 
#'J? W J'W C <*A *#Jf ^c^with &** pe^ki, 
^youm, their ^eimwMQS* to Jmfo*,, w*i* ti*fc 
pafcphlets have been fecreted from u« * 49 aot one, of tthfmtf • 
*/*our knowledge, has made its appearance here, p$ tfoent 
it Very unfair that we jhouU be condemned wkhtftt hem* 
fcffed.with one of thofe pamphlets, that we might We Jh* 
an opportunity to. have vindicated the trade. 

Wle are, with efteft% Gentlemw* , . 
„-■-.• Your moft huiable fiwwwiis, ^ 
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A lAtrm'fitm tht Committee «/Mei«hantt in Philadelphia 
** »fe? Committee jf Merchants in New-Yojfc,^ "T 

:^ • " PMhdei^iMi Jnm «#.***>;< 

WE hav* *tfw before us ftm letter bf th* t6th. JhK " 
by **.j*iefe, «"W at* forty to find Ibme ^rtffimis ■" 
tfoteift Which taft a reflection on our ocmduft. The ftren^th 
of the cofeme*, and *hek ptoTpea irf redtefo depend fc&K** 
their tinron, and that union is *>rAyto be maintained W ' 
miawl refpea ^nd .cdnfidem*. W* h*to Uiertfbre cnffflT 
cKxatt^, from a fenfe of wh&t .We t»we to otff&lves, todiir? 
neigj^ours, .and to the caufc of liberty and ow cbunW, : '' 
ma4eft,joar iny^Tiabkruie to treat our -brethren of the otter l<: 
colo^iejj with alt poffibte refpeft • and when any matters atol^" * 
that ? hai<a -tendency to teflifc* that actual -eonftdenc^ wKWg L 
is a^olujtelf : tiecti&ary on the pfefent ttecafion, we were kl-'- 
wayf ^eadjjrto give or apply for an explanation trf it, thrfiVtF ' : 
caufc or jeatoufyor uoetlinefs migfct ! *emnui. • • [ ->?+* 

Willing to give your late expreft alt the difpatth in'dfc^ * 
pttt^fc a$ foon as the>iffinefe of the 'general meerf«fc watf : 
ove^ ifbe committee kfimfedfafety «tonvened,- 4rew up their 
lm^rpf, the. 25th inft, figned-attd forwarded it the 'ftA* 1 
ni gVr;^l^; ** *?' hurry-of writing* ariy tmguwde* ^x- : 
pteflSgn would have efcaped us^ ;we *tave- reviewed 'that Ift^ri ' 
to w#j^^|ieg kMf tofcfcr youv and think that upcm v toor 
and 3iffi4i^ )W mftftt^ iw #* J^ifHt^tiy 

atknj^v^F^ Wit^is no ground to accufe us of having " both 

peremptorily 



Mttfptwttf and cSfc^pt^ufly rejitfM tow r ^.^, iC 
I* the beginning of oqf letup we made.au .apdogy iftjdfcj 
t^i»y^r cxprcfe, and hope that tfte i#feii y&gave wum£ 
tea* been fittfagbry. To fet our conduit In * tt^PQ"Jk 
of light, 4ml to make you fully acquainted witb the mptivfl*j 
and mode of our proceeding* w* beg leav# to W&tp* J»j* ? 
tjwc to dp words of our agreement, we had foiii4 oytf&y^ 
taadbere to it, :4< until the s#, &$. #a* repealed* jy w*9fti 
nopal meeting of jhe jubfcfibera, after dnj* fcyq pubfy*„ 
}ioUFe, fbquld determine othcrwifc." ' A general mcct^ y/ 
tbfrffor* was the mode pointed out, and % futferibf^ra W£f£~ 
Unpeople w« had to confult. But we considered fc ai,\j 
fii¥purabl€ circumftance which would cn^bjeus morefuJJy jlq- v 
answer your letter ; l that at the. time at which wc ha4 <Wb'- t 
vened the fufcfcribeto, there was a general ipeeting of tba c 
inhabitants called at the ftate-houfe, whom we ihofffd have 
3U opportunity of consulting. . ' 

.The jefolution of the fubferiber?, who met by tbemfelve* 
jn,tbe council chamber^ we communicated to you, hy. your ^ 
cjype&i aijd weihould have added, that this ;?k>Iution being ^ 
snide known to the inhabitants affemWed in the hall {[among 
whom none were admitted -but fuch as haye a right of voting 
at elections for reprefentatives, &€•) was received with tmi- 
yerfal-applaufe,.and uftanimoufly approved: 'Upon this "'y&Jf 
apprehended there wai not any occafion for a'congrefs jifcftj 
now i but attjie fame time we intimated, that it might H bfi " 
very proper fame time hence to have fuch a congrefs |s jfoty - ' 
jproDbfoLV " r< ••' •'* 

Wc never diflem bled the neceffity we Qiould be under of *N 
taxing in fome degree pur prefent non-importation agreement!,' * 
provided the difput* was continued for any length of tittie* ' 
But wf never loft fight of what we, and we fuppofe every* * • 
other colony bad in view, when we entered into the noh* 
impprution agreement; namely to engage the merchants; 
mwJufaAurers and traders of 6. B* as wen from motivts of 
int^ft,,A§ fjiendfhip, to exert their influence to obfairr $v " 
repeal of the ad we complained of. The relaxation thVre* u: " 
for^prqppftd, was to admit only fuch articles as our -iitcfcf-' 
fities abk>tutcly required, or we could not do without. Bf J *'•* 
thia mftans.our agreement would flill continue td affefll the' ' 
mea^m*, 'traders and manufacturers at home r >and ; at th*/ ' J 
fame Jirne promote the intereft of the colonies, by otieratmj^V " 
as a.iuttptuary taw, while it kept up our cla&rbf in tx^ 1 * 
icluftvi jightto tax^ourfeivesf it engaged a povtetftil bWy t$> v/ 1 % 
co-ogefW^juithttSin obtainjfog a. confirmation ^^^rMV/' "-> 
A.. r ;*- .. . . . ; . \ '} ' tf^V&rwfc** 
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Thefe, gentlemen, were and (till are our views, and when- 
ever neceffity demands fuch an alteration (of which doubtfefs 
the people of every colony are the only proper judges) it may 
be very proper in order to prevent jealoufy, reproach; cenfure, 
and that all may aft upon one plan, -to have fuch a congrefst 
as you propofe, presided the feveral commiffioners "were of* 
opinion, that the bufmef*. cannot be as well done by means 
of the correfpondence kept up among them. ' * 
- The prefent, gentlemen, is a very important crifis.— -The 
4ilpute we are engaged in, as it affefts the liberty of America, 
is of the utmoft cbhfequence, and the fteps neceflary to be 
purfued deferve the moft ferrous deliberation. The merchants 
have made a glorious ftand, which cannot htil of being re- 
corded viith honour in the annals of poftefrity; provided they 
do not tarnifli their paft condudfc -by precipitated meaftires in 
time to come. The people doubtlefs are interefted in the 
iflue of this debate, they have a right therefore to a voice in 
this matter, and from the knowledge we have of the fentiments 
of the inhabitants of this city, tak*n lately and evidenced on 
the prefent occafion, we can affure you, however you may 
have been led to -think otherwife, that for the prefent they are 
(determined to adhere to the, agreement as' it now ftands. 

We are, -with refpeft, .Gentlemen, 
Your aflured Friends, 

And humble Servants. 

■ » I M P. II II ■ '■ ' J -» '■> ■■»' ' ' ■ J" ■ ' 

POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

We are very firry to inform cur readers that public affairs wear a 
ve/y gloomy aj'pefi \ and that the prophecies of the ablefi men fa 

* this kingdom, who foretold that Lord Bute's peace would turn 
cut to be neither honourable ^ advantageous or durable , are now 
fulfilling every day. — It will appear by our intelligence this 

: month i that we are likely to come to a rupture with Portugal 
and Spain. 

Thefubjeft of difpute with the former wJl be found in the follow- 
ing i' G J e > an ^ the alarniing information brought home by the 
Favourite fioop will demonjh ate that there can be little doubt of 
a war .with the latter. 

ft is hardly ncc'rjfary to add that warlike preparations are gaing 

forward with great expedition, and that in confieqiience of the 

frejh-cxpences to be incurred by government y which mujl require 

the lean of money next winter 9 the flocks are fallen^ and will 

% fontihue finking* as the value of money rifef. 

• ■• • ■ * v* 
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YbeKtAffa of Mr. DenKis Conneli,, Britijb Merchant 4$ 
, Lisbon. 

ON the %i& of January 17699 the aflerribly of the city 
chamber, or town-houfe of Lifbon, iffiied an order, 
permitting the *eta}ler$ pf provisions, in die city of Lifbon, 
to purchase flour to fell again likewife by retail. 

As that chamber had never before executed authority over 
that neceflary commodity, and now under colour of granting, 
as if for the £f A' time, a liberty of fale, which had always 
been enjoyed without their concurrence, reftrained it by 
certain conditions, the breach of which was to be attended 
with various penalties, the Britifh merchants made imme- 
diate applications to the coaful general againft that pro- 
ceeding. 

Not to mention that it reftrained die right enjoyed by 
treaty, of buying as well as felling freely, in cafe any Britifh 
fubjed fhould chufe to engage in the retail trade, the orddr 
in fad difabled even the wholefale merchant from felling; 
iincc it forbid the fubjecls of. Portugal to purchafe provifion?, 
unlefs under the conditions annexed to it. 

Farther, it eftablifhed as a requisite, that no bargain fhouKl 
be q$npluded without the interpofttion of one of twelve 
«putyic broke**, in whofe books both parties were to be com- 
pelled to fign written declarations of die particulars of the 
iale. 

The application to the conful .general proving ifief&Auai, 
the Britifh merchants in a body accompanied him to thfe 
envoy, to whom they reprefented both the illegality and 
bardftiip x>f *heir cafe; they received his affurance he would 
endeavour to obtain a redrefs of their grievance. 

After feme months elapfe, the brokers, who had never 
once been : e&)led by <any merchant, nor afforded the flighted 
d&ftjMGe Ln any bargain, demanded; one half pet cent, on all 
the Tales of the commodities mentioned in the order of the 
chamber ; reviving thus, at the lame time, an old claim of 
theirs repeatedly defeated in the courts of juft ice here, even 
at the fuits or Portuguefe fubje£ts, and on refufal, com* 
men<?«d i*&iori9 of debt againft feveral Britifh fobje&s for the 
amount <rf their pretended brokerage. 

Thofe a&ioto wert afterwards, upon application to their 
judge* joined into one, and after appofition on the part of 
rhe broker*, adopted by the conful general. 

Whilft this queftion waa depending, the brokers impatient 
Off delay, commenced another, fepatate profecution in one df 
|hc ^caneft of all the. courts of this kingdom* that of the 
4 Vol. VII, Hb' Aliftotac*!*, 
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Almotacels, againft Mr. Dennis Connell, though that gen- 
tleman was one of the parties already concerned in the general 
Mt with them ; their pretence for this hew procefs yraa, to 
* compel Mr. Connell and his partner to fign in their books the 
declaration above-mentioned. 

:Mr. Connell, in due form of law, declined the jurifdi&iott 
«f that court, and demanded to be heard before the British 
^ttdge confervator; who 'was befides, already in pofleffion of 
.th4 mam caufe. 

On denial of that undoubted privilege lie appealed firft to 
the city chamber, to whom the. Almotacels are immediately 
Accountable; and then to the Dezembargo de Paco, the 
.'higheft tribunal in this kingdom. 

■ In this fituation, whilft both the fubftanceof the litigation 
afod the jurifdi&ion were in a regular courfe of law, every 
Britifh fiibjecl: concluded himfelf fefe fron) farther oppreffion ; 
l>ut the fame brokers determined to leave them no interval of 
Security, prevailed on the very Almotacel, *whofe right of 
jtfrifHtclion was under a&ual confideration, to fend an officer 
of juftrce, to order Mr. Connell before him ; he immediately 
declared his readinefs to appear, yet was conducted to him as 
a prrfoneh 

The Almotacel, (hatching the whole affair out of the 
hands of the fuperior tribunals above-mentioned, decided the 
points in debate by his own authority, and ventured to 
command Mr. Connell to fign the declaration prefented to 
him by a broker of one fuch fale, under pain of prefent 
, jmprHbninent. 

Mr. Connell refufed, urging the actual fituation of -the 
caufe yet depending, the legal decifion of which he declared 
himfelf willing to obey ; and that argument failing, he 
ailedged, in terms of the utmoft moderation and decency, 
the privilege of his nation, of which he tendered for the 
jnjpe£tion of the Almotacel, a patent pafled th'rough the 
chancery of Portugal, together with a particular writ of the 
Britifh judge confervator, fo/biddine the Almotacel to pro- 
ceed to any further meafures with Mr. Connell, before the 
decifion of the queftion then agitating. 
" The Altaotacel puflied the patent of his privilege frpm him 
with contertopt, declaring in the court aloud, that he was 
already acquainted with the contents of it, which was of no 
validity, and that he was himfelf able to commit the Britifh 
confervator to prifon, adding, among other opprobrious ex- 
preffions, that both Mr. Connell and the Britifh nation were 
worthlefe people? infolent fcbundrels and leaders of fedition, 
his words being in the Portuguefe language, Indlgnos> patifts^ 
infoicntfSy fcf cabacas it mutim* 

Mr. Connell, 



f lis J 

Mr. Connelly after feme deliberation, being fully convinced 
ftfct in hiVxafe was involved that of every Sritifh fubjc&'in 
Portugal, refolutely determined, in fupport of our common 
eights, to adhere to his rcfufal of iighing the certificates thus 
illegally prefented to him, although he thereby expofcd 
himfelf to the ignominy # of imprifonment, yet he allcdged 
laftly, that if the Almotacel was (efblved upon the violence 
he threatened, that at leaflr his patent of privileges would 
infbrtfc*hitt, that his prifon ought not to be the common jail, 
but in the Homenagem^ in the caftle without iron bars. 
: \ That officer, however, trampling at once on the common** 
p/ks of juftice, the la<vs of his own fovereign, and the righto 
of Great Britain in this kingdom, fent him to the common 
jail, called the Lemoira, where Mr* Connell was lodged in 
the fame room with felons of ail ranks, imprifoned for all 
forts of crimes. 

Mr, Connell afterwards obtained (though not without the 
authority of the fame Almotacel) the Homenagem that had 
been denied to him, fince extended by favour of, the chief 
juftice of Portugal, and he now remains under the fame 
vfurped authority a prifoner at large. 

Such' a tranfa&ion authenticated, in every part of it, by 
diftin<a affidavits, was of too alarming a nature not to awaken 
the attention of every Britifh fubject in this city, who had 
any credit to prcferve : they accordingly prefented a joint 
petition to his mod faithful majefty, yet fifteen days, are 
already part, Mr. Connell remains without relief, and the 
offending magiftrate continues in the exercifc £f his office 
uncenfured. . , ^ 

The confluences cannot need explanation, if an officer 
treated for infpeding weights and meafures, watching the 
lowed retailers of provifions, and deciding upon debts not 
amounting to fix (hillings fterling, may feize with impunity, 
the perfon of a grave and refpe&able Britifii merchant, by hit 
own fole \varrant ; if the credit and liberty of. fuch a perform 
are to be at the difpofal of a man fo ignorant of the common 
demeanor of a magiftrate, as to be unable to reftrain from 
paffionate exclamation againft a whole nation in the execution 
of his office, the merchants of Great Britain will not long be 
at a lofs to determine the fate. of their affairs, in this once 
friendly fociety. 

The fortunes of Britifh fubjeds have for fome time ftruggled 
under adverfe meafures, the fyftehi now advances to their 
perfons. The firft experiment ts tr,ied upon; Mr. Connell,, 
the fuccefs with him will be the guide tft all thafi^ intended ,tf» 
fellow. : 

Ljfhx, Aug. is, 1770. ' ■ , . ,_,.,;, 

, Hhz Am 
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An IMPARTIAL REVIEW or 
POLITICAL WORKS. 

An EJfay on Trade and Commerce; containing Obferoathme on 
taxes as they, are fuppofed to affeft the Price of Labour in our 
Manufactories, together with forne inter iJHng Refections on the 
Importance of our Trade to America^ &c. 8vo. 4s. S. Hooper. 

TN this very ingenious eflay the abilities of a merchant, 
JL with the profitable oeconemy of the manufacturer are ea- 
JHy diicerned, nor is the political application of arguments 
founded oh practical experience in the affairs df commerce in- 
ferior to the reft of the work, which merits the perufal of ail 
petfons concerned in fuch branches of trade, and of the ufe- 
fiil arts as require a proper management and employment of 
the induftrious poor s to fuch we recommend it, but as there 
it one part of this eflay which falls within our province in 
the capacity of reviewers of all political fubje&s, we think it 
our duty to lay before the public the fentiments of our author 
cm a point of the utmoft importance to thefe kingdoms. ** It 
has often been afierted that the weight of our national debt, 
and the accumulation of taxes on that account, has fo far 
raifed the price of labour and inhanced the value of our ma- 
nufactures that great part of our foreign commerce has been 
thereby loft, by other countries uaderfelling us owing to the 
difference in die price of labour between them and us." To - 
combat this reafoning and remove our continual apprehenfions 
for the fate of our foreign commerce labouring under the 
difad vantage of heavy taxes, is the principal defign of our 
judicious author, if it fhall appear that he has accomplished 
this beneficent purpofe, the public in general will be highly 
indebted to him $ and a (ketch of his method of tseating this 
controverted point will ferve as a guide to thofe who are 
matters of the principles of commerce politically applied, to 
form this judgment on the merits of the writer, for which 
reafonwe ihafi give an extract of what appears to us to be 
the moft interefting difcuffion of thefubjed. 

A difpofition for idlenefs and debauchery, fays> our author, 
makes labour dearer in England, than in France or -Holland, 
and is the-eflential caufe of the loi's of Our foreign trade to 
Turky, Italy and Spain— not the weight of our national 
debt, the accumulation of taxes confequent thereon, nor the 
high price of proviftons. 

" Some 
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c< Some of my readers will wonder to fee me mention ottr poor 
living luxurioimy. The term luxury has not, that I know of, 
been defined to any certainty; and what is called luxury in 
one man, maybe parfimony in another: it. depends, there- 
lore, on the fituation and circumftances of the confumers, 
and not upon the things con fumed. —However, I think re 
may be defined to be an indulgence in unnecefikry things, . 
which are too expenfive for the fituation and circumftances 
of the confumer. Indolence and eafe are luxuries of the 
poor, which fliottld not often be indulged, left they grow inf- 
' to habit; for then they become fatal, Now all the taxes out 
the neceffaries of the poor appear to be the more trfeful, at 
they operate to prevent this fatal indulgence, and therefore 
ftould be die laft of all taxes to be atolifhed. Montesquieu, 
in his fpkit of laws, if I remember right, fays, " that 
" luxury is neceflary in fuch a ft ate as England j that it can* 
a not extend too widely among the rich ; but that as it de~ 
44 fcends, it fhoujd gradually diminifh, till it ends in a point 
** among the poor." Half the taxes which the lower fort of 
people in England pay, are for fuperftuities, or the means of 
a low -debauch, and not for necefTaries. 

M When it is confidered what luxuries the manufacturing 
populace confume, fuch as brandy, gin, tea, fugar, foreign 
fruit, ftrong beer, printed linens, fnufF, tobacco, &c« &c. 
it is amazing any one fhould be fo weak as to conceive that 
taxes raife the price of labour ; . or that it fhould be -neceflary 
toraife the priceof labour becaufe of our taxes, in order to ena- 
ble the poor to live comfortably, knowing they confume fuch 
heaps of fuperfluities. I aoi informed, that in one little ma- 
nufacturing town m the Weft of England, of about three 
thoufand inhabitants, excife is paid for two thoufand hogf- 
beads of ftrong beer, befides what is fpent in fpirituous li- 
quors; all proofs of exorbitant wages. But, one of x the 
fatal confequences of an high price of labour is, that it pro- 
duces floth, if a defire of luxuries produced indufhry, it might 
be ufeful, create trade, and improve the lands ; hence all 
might confume more,, and bear with equal facility higher 
taxes; but an hour's labour loft in a day is a prodigious in- 
jury to a commercial ftate.- 
* " In fhort, taxes are fo far from injuring our foreign ttade, 
by rendering our manufactures dear in foreign markets, as 
many writers would infiituate they do, that I am perfuaded 
we fhould have no-manufaclfures to export, if all taxes were 
ehtirely abolifhed ; and if from ot^er concurrent caufes, our 
manufacturing poor could live at half the expence they have " 
done for twenty years paft. 
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cc It is the quantity of labour, and not the price of it, that 
is determined by the price q{ provifipptHad other neceffiiries : 
f educe tfce price of ' nece^Taries vejfy low, and of courfe ypu 
reduce the quantity .0/ labour jn proportion 1 pitf. a ftop^to 
emulation and improvement, and our foreign trade, the 
fource.of our riches and our power, infinitely more valuable 
than mines of t filver and gold, would foon be totally loft; our 
naval flrength, which might be made the dread of the wocM} 
jpould dwindle, into nothing ; and wa (bpuld even be unable 
to defend ourfelyes againft the encroachments of our ambiti-* 
PU3 and reftlefs neighbours. 

'.' rt Notwithftaniding what Mr* Postlethwaytb has faid 
againft our manufacturing people being obliged <to labour fix 
days in a week, I am confident that at would tend to make 
ttam and their families infinitely happier than the generality 
orthem are at prefent. 

, " |n Holland, the people, in general* labour fix days in *c 
week; by which means they tiagf t .np time for riot, debau- 
chery and expence; and of courfethey are happy and ufefut 
members of fociety ; labour, by habit, becomes even agree* 
able and entertaining . to them 5 idlenefs, the parent of al- 
moft every vice, is banifhed the ftate ; and honefty, in- 
duftry, and fobriety, take her place.-— One proof of this is, 
that in the great city of Amfterdam, not above four malefac- 
tors are capitally convicted, in a year, and a beggar is hardly 
to be feen in the ftreets ; happy confequences thefe of high 
taxes, dearnefs of provifions, and a good police. Their 
laws relative .to the poor, are wifely framed, and duly en- 
forced. The great De Witt, in his maxims of Holland, - 
fays, that " High taxes promote invention, induftry and fru- 
" gality." Mr. Locke, fpeaking of the frugality and induf- 
try of the Dutch, fays, <c that they would buy our rape-feed, 
" make it into oil, and fell it cheaper than we could*" Such ( 
are the advantages of frugality and induftry to a ftate* 

" What a wretched contraft do the diffolute manners of 
our manufacturing populace make to the induftripus poor of 
Holland ! Inftead of that fobriety and induftry which is ha- 
bitual to them; inftead of cheerfully labouring fix- days in. 
the week, and thereby fupporting themfelves and families 
decently, as the Dutch do; if our manufacturing people can- 
not earn enough in three or four days, to be idle and de* 
bauched the. remainder of the week, they frequently enter in- 
to illegal combinations, deftroy the works of thofe who are 
difpofed to be induftrious, turning regularity and order into 
riot and confufion, as hath lately been fatally experienced in 
Spital -Fields. Our manufacturing poor, inftead of being 

the 



the fttengrii and titifteeoftHfe ftate, are become a "burthen io 
it^ almoft tod great for it to beat, our poor's rates being in- 
creqfed from about £700,000 to £2,500,000^ per annum^ 
within the laft tehtury. 

- € * Thefe are real grievances, and, without a fpeedjr redrefs, 
may prove the toft of our foreign trade, and the ruin of the 
ftate. • 

' 4C A luxurious, idle, and debauched manufa&uringpopulacfe 
is certainly the greateft evil a commercial ftate can labour 
under, and, therefore, the firft to be redrafted ; and, though 
thofe who ftife themfelves the fupporters of our rights, fhould 
carry their favourite plan to its utmoft height, unlefe * 
fpeedy reformation takes place among otir manufacturing 
poor, unlefe fome fcheme be formed to extirpate idlerteft, re- 
ftrain excefs and debaijchery, prevent vagrancy, enforce in- 
duftry, keep the poor coiiftantly employed, and eafe the 
lands of the heavy burthen of poor rates, real 1 JiMr ty will ftiH 
"be very precatittus, for liberty without property is merely 
cbinjerical. 

u The grievance mentioned above, and which I take the li- 
berty tpbft earneftly tb recommend tp the legiflature of this' 
kingdom for fpeedy redrfefs,- is rfot the offspring of oppofitioiv 
and prejudice; it is not the concern of any particular fit of 
men only, but of the whole kingdom : thofe who are in the 
mmiftry, arid thofe who are in the oppofition ; the prefent 
parliament, and any other that may be chofen 5 all muft have 
an intereft in putting a flop* to the idlenefs and debauchery 
of our mahtifa&uring populace. This is a many headed 
monfter, which every one fhould oppofe, becaufe every 
one's property is endangered by it ; nay, the riches, ftrength, 
and glory of this kingdom, 1 imift ever be inteciire whilft this 
evil : remain? unchecked." ' 

With refpe£t to our national debt, and its influence on 
our cbmmerce, we have the following fhrewd obfervations, 
which cannot but afford great confofation to thofe gloomy 
imaginations, yrhich are perpetually oppreffed by the idea of 
an approaching diflblutioh of the Brijifli empire by a national 
bankruptcy* 

**. Upon the fame miftaken principles our national debt has* 
for many years paft, been deemed the fource of inevitable N 
ruin to ike ftattf. It has been faid, that a debt of thirty mil- 
lions would raife the price of labour fo high in our manufac- 
tories^ as to ruin our foreign trade. The ftate became thirty 
millions in debt, and our Exports bcreafed. But not to enu- 
merate ajl the prophecies of politicians in the different ftages 
pf.our national deb^ it has alfo been confidently afferted, 



,41*4 a dqbtxtf ^tt^ iwdred millions would produce a weight 
,of taxes* which <would, make provifionsib dear, and raife the 
price jof labour fo high, that it would entirely crufti our 'fo- 
reign trade, and bankrupt the nation, Thefe politicians 
bavealfo been proved felfe prophete ; fox with a ftate deht of 
poe .hundred aad£fty millions, we^prefexve our credit and 
otir influence ; and, if we fliould not continue fo to do, feme 
x*het-caufemay beaifigaed.hefideS'tbe^ttonaldebk , , / 
. ** Ti^debfcpf JBoUand ifcgjeatej;, in pxqportipiu thaa.ou^ / 
*ad hex taxes, much higher : yct> /rom the .jjoodnefs of hex 
frtlioe, the ibbriety* irugality, a?4 habitual uaduftry .of her 
labouring people, it is the richelt, ,and mQft,populous country 
in Europe, in proportion to its extent .of territory,, and the 
^Wte^ c^ all European exchaoges* . 

*< U an. heavy iiate debt could have joined the Dutch, they 

would have heenxuined an hwdred y^ears ^go; iuftead of which, 

*bey carry on an immenip .frfifa&e a very great and powex- 

* /ul peppfe* .and our .potest, rival* jn puny bf anches of coaar 

tnerce* , 

" The .writers on thiafulte&did nofconfider, when they 
ftxdc their relocations, ihat^in increasing foreign trade 
jnigbt bring fasnucfc oaioney into .the ftate, .and fo alter the 
■v^Wt of iaads and every -thiflgqlfe, that a debt .of 150,900, 
jOOO ff at thU4ay, might be as eafily borne as a debt of 20,000* 
<QP$,wheji : the cakuUtionsahovementioned were made. So* 
if our trade,, for one hundred ^pd -fifty , years to come, were 
to. increafe, in the fame proportion .that it ha* done fox one 
hundred and fifty years paft^ apxLbring fo much real v riche^ 
i^ |Kis kiAgdon^ as, at any v time, to,be capable of abfcrb- 
jng all our psjpex circulation* the ftate might bear the weight 
pf 1 00,0^0^000 tnoce, without fear of bankruptcy, 

"But the great Mr. Locke, and other politicians, both 
before and ftnee his time* judgedthatour foreign trade could 
pot exteaduf<f)4 ©pptefled wiAh.the taxes, .which foch debt 
Should naturally produce ; and, thjerefore, they never once 
thought j^at^i) incrcafe ojf rjshes bad a tendency p> ipcreafe 
jhe national) debt, .but tke very^ reverie. However, it baa 
jnoft certainly done fo, both here and in Holland, by making 
it extremely «Cy for the government, on. any emergency, to 
borrow n^oney at a low rate of interetf. Another miftake^ 
potion b#f prevailed ; namely, that pur taxes raife the. price 
pf provifions, f nd ail other nqceflaries ; when,, in fySt* this 
life furoceeds-nerely from thereat increafe of money ia this 
Ipngdom* whieh raifes the price of every .Qthtf jhkig, wbiift 
• ft propoftionably finks its own value, , 
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« Yet, notwithftanding aH this, notwithstanding I am 
confident that our national debt operates but very Hide to- 
wards the raifing the price of labour in our manufaduries, 
which is the grand thing complained of; notwithftanding, I 
am convinced, that our prefent ftate debt is not fraught 
with thofe pernicious conferences which many would have 
us believe, or that we are in a ftate of bankruptcy, or in any 
way to be tempted unfairly to wipe it all off; for this cannot 
happen but as an unhappy confequence of our unhappy divi- 
sions ; yet, I would have no one fuppofe, that I think it a 
defirable thing to have this kingdom 150,000,000 in debt; 
k being clear that part of the confequences of fueh debt muft 
fall on our foreign commerce. 

" One great evil complained of, and which I wifh could be 
remedied, is the large Aim annually paid to foreigners for in- 
tereft, amounting, it is faid, to a million and a half per an- 
num. Suppofe it lefs, there is no doubt but that it would be 
for the good of the nation to reduce it ftill lower, whenever 
the exigencies of government will admit of it ; and, to take 
off all thofe taxes which more immediately fail on our rqanu- 
fa&ures, make a part of their coft, and render them dear 
abroad ; and, likewise, in imitation* of the Dutch, to lower 
our port dftties; for this has been one principal fource of 
their extenfive commerce, and would have the fame defirable 
'effed in'this kingdom, a£ting a* a balance againft thofe taxes 
which fall on'the materials for our manufactures, 

u It has never been faid, at leaft I have never heard that it 
has, that the ftate debt of the Dutch hath at all leffened their 
foreign trade; nor that their trade h*s been at all injured by 
the great weight of taxes which fall on the immediate con- 
fumption of their poor : on the contrary, thofe taxes are 
thought ufeful, by promoting induftry, iobriety, and oeco- 
nomy. 

" But, to fhew how little reafon we have to complain of 
our taxes, let us hear what that great ftatefman, Sir William 
Temple, fays, in his obfervations on the United Provinces. 

< He tells us, in general, ' That they are opprefled with^ 
' the moft eruel hardihips and variety of taxes that were ever 

* known under any government ; that the excife, upon aH 

* commodities, is fo great and general, that he hath heard it 
' obferved, at Amfterdam, that when, in a tavern, a certain 
•* difh of fifh is eaten, with the ufual fauee, above thirty ex* 

* cifes arc paid for what is neceffary to that fmall fcrvice. In 

* fhort, they pay eXcife for every thing they cat, drink, ufe, 

* or^enioyv 

II "The 
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c < The knpoft upon- all breaeVcorn, ground in the oofiHs of 
Holland* whi^K every body pays,, without weptioA> arootmjts 
to the prime coft .of the corft. Theexcife on beer i<s a§ fol- 
lows y faft* the brewer pays twelve-pence a barrel ; private 
families pay twenty-pence more ; and vicluallers, or retailers, 
pay another twenty- pence.. Butter pay? fix (hillings a barrel , 
tobacco, ten- pence a pound} fifn, twenty-pence a pannier* 
and faap eleven (billings a barrel* £very horfe, a&oye. three 
years old, pays two-pence a month; every horned beaft, 
s*bove that age, three pence; every coach pays ten (hillings a 
year, and every little bark twenty-pence. All cattle, fheep, 
er hogs, pay on* penny in feven of the money they are /old 
for. All wood made ufc of for fuel pays an eighth part of 
what it coft. Every mailer pays twenty-pence a head yearly 
for each fervant in his family, male or female. Houlhold 
furniture pays a ninth part, and woollen cloths a fourth park 
of their value. In one word, the Dutch pay excife for every 
thing. There is itot a turf, or log of wood, in their chim- 
neys, not an herb, or onion, in their gardens, but what pays 
a duty, more or lefs, to the ftates. Our author aflWes us, 
that a cow of nine years old, if it be fold for five pounds, will 
pay fix pounds to tfw flutes. Let any one who fuppqfc* that 
high taxes raife the price of labouf , look over the above cata- 
logue, and tell me what price labour muft be at in Holland in 
proportion to fuch taxes f And yet, after all, labour is cheaper 
there than in England* Is- not this a proof, even to demon- 
stration, that taxes have not that effeft on labour which they 
are generally fuppofed to have ? If, as 1 have (aid before, 
labour was to rife in Holland, in proportion to the 
taxes, it would deftroy itfelf, i. e. there would be no trade, 
and of courfe no labour. » , . 

«« We fee that their taxes fall, like ours, on the necciTaries 
of the poor, only much heavier ; and yet, their fobriety, fru- 
gality, and habitual induftry, carry them through without 
murmuring. Labour, by habit, is certainly more agreeable 
to. theiri than jdlenefcj and, fo different are the difpofitions of 
*f>eir labouring poor from ours, that if all their taxes were 
-taken off, they would not work lefs, but would then fave 
money, which forne think a good reafon for their continuance. 
Wbilft ours, I am forry to fay it, would work lefs and de- 
bauch more ; and I fear this will ever be the cafe, unlefs fome 
.method can be found out to make labour habitual and enter- 
taining." 

If we have any fault to find with this work, it is with . re* 

fpeft to bis animadverhons on America, which are partially 

.i biafleq 
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feurfled in fiwour of the rninrfterial f*arfoc*to«\of Ae enfaajtpjr 
inhabutam9£>f New England ; but the reader wUl *a§!y ac* 
count for this, when we acquaint him, chat the performance 
fe dedicated to lord Halifax, keeper of the privy feah 

The audioes of a fchemc for the maintenance and employ* 
inert of the poor, deferves the notice of the legiflituce, to 
itfhofe coftfidetfation it isfabmitted; and on the whole, this 
Crcatftb jj}ay he deemed a valuable acquifmioo by the eooi- 
itierciai world, especially at & time when witatfa oa thefe to* 
pies ave rery fcarce. 

Confederations on ImptifonfHent for Debt j fufly graving that thi 
confining the Bodies of Debtors is contrary to Cobimon Law* 
Magna Charta, Statute £aw 9 Jujiice^ Humanity and Policy: 
And that the Practice is more cruel and oppreffrbe than is ujed 
in the jnvfl arbitrary . Kingdoms in Europe, with an Account 
of the various Applications t6 the King and the m J*4ge$ y \ by the 
j?rifoners x in the King's-Bench, fbr obtaining Kfdrefs, fcrV.— 
gvo. is, hd. T. Evans. 

IN oariL-egifter /or laA month, we gave 1 very faU ac- 
count of a pamphlet, on the fane fuhje£r, addrwed to the 
twelve Judge*, which was panned in a aia&erly jaajwor, md 
fully convinced us of the bad policy and inhumanity of poo- 
fining (debtors at the will of their creditors : fit will there- 
•fcre be needlefs to refutne Jhat part «tf the fub}e£br-B«t the 
performance now m review, opens the rnoft ^alarming fcenc 
that ever was laid .before a generous people, zealous for their 
civil liberty^For it appears, that while a great part of tfje 
nation, fired with juA .indignation at the attacks made Qa 
the rights of the people, in the perfonof one indiyidual, -have 
been poxfuing that object with unremitted ardour — thou- 
sand* of {heir fel!ow-fu wefts have beep Unguiflur^ in jails— 
deprived of .this choicest Ulefiing^ liberty, in d rpSt vjoU- 
tion jnot only of the principles of found policy, buf the 
common law of the land— of Magna Charta, the great char- 
ter of liberty — and of the Aatute law of the realm, Let 

the generous Supporters of the But op BjokT3 iread 
thefe affe£Ung pages, and aik themfelyes cpnfcientioufly this 
queftian— — Whether, if ,it fhall appear that theufarjdsof 
their fellow~fubje&s are thus illegally imprifoned, they will 
not have a cjaim on them for their advice and aid, while 
the^ qontinue to bear that glorious title, and to. amenable un- 
der tt a* a patriotic affqeiation ? As a laudable fociety, ,ip- 
ilitu^ed for the fole purpofe of relieving one individual* fuf- 
ferisg under the hand of minifterial oppreflion, thefe poor 

prifoners 
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fcifoners have no pretence to thm pafronagi* but as a fo- 
ciety filling tbemfelves Supporters, tf the Bill if Rights, they 
Certainly have a title to the firong efforts of patriotifixi and 
public fpirit in their behalf: for they are deprived' of liberty 
in the mod arbitrary manner, in direct violation of that very 
Bill' of Rights which they are aflbciated to fupport.-r— -But 
let the public determine, and the prifoners plead foe tb£m» 
Selves ; their manager is. Mn» James Stephen, a gentleman 
who is a fellow prifoner, .and .appears to be thoroughly ac* 
quainted with the Jaws of his country, »for his opinions' and 
Proceedings are. grounded on the beft law authorities, which f 
.he regularly quotes in the courfe of bis pamphlet, to which 
we refer ouj:^re,aders for . the law arguments in fupport of 
nis.fentime.nts.' But, in juftice to this gentleman, and his 
unfortunate, companions, we think it our duty to circulate, 
by means of this Regifter, the knowledge of their grievances, 
and the fteps they have taken, though unfiiccefsful, to ob- 
tain rediefs, jn hopes that fome able politicians, who 'have 
intereft in tbe nation, will take up this important caufe,and 
carry it into parliament, that we may no longer be liable to 

• the reproach of all fenfible foreigners, who make a general 
obfervation— *' That wfe often run mad about one grievance, 
while we patiently fubmit to ten thoufand of. a more aggra- 
vating nature." 

• Account of tbe various Steps taken by tbe Prifoners in tbe King's- 

Bencb Prifon to obtain their Liberty* 

T T is natural for* people to enquire into the laws under 

-■* which they fuffer in any degree, but much more fo when 

they are fo dreadfully punifhed, as to be (hut up in a nau- 

feous prifon, without any fixed time for relief : no wonder 

~ then, that the prifoners in the King's Bench fhould fearch 

' into the ftatutes for a law which deprived them of liberty. 

For as it is agreed by every writer on the fubjed, that con* 

fining the body of a debtor was not allowed by the common 

law, the authority muft be founded on the exprefs letter, and 

within the real meaning of fome a& of parliament. 

, Curiofity like wife had fome inducement with me to go 

through the Statutes at large to examine into this matter : 

1 wanted to know what tyrant, or what venal parliament, bad 

dared to rob the poorer fubjefts of their liberties, by any fe* 

nous a& of their arbitrary power ; or who had (hook off 

humanity . fp much 'as to imprifon whom they fhould relieve | 

pr who had been fo weak as to think that the depriving* maa 

of his liberty could enable him to pay his debts* or that it 

. ' ^ ' could 
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touW bte juft to deprive the community, of a pVivite Tamity^ 
of the dujties they are intided to, only to gratify refentment, 
or encourage oppreflion. But after the tnoft attentive ih- 
Ipe&ton, I found there never was any fuch tyrannic aft 
taade. 

The pra&ice of courts, e$ecial1y if they are bad, I knew 
could forntntf. pofithre law, however confirmed by long 
ufage. For Lord Coke exprefsly fays, .* That though judg- 
4< ments in the Kind's Courts are in high eftimation in law ? 
*« yet, if given againft Magna Charta,. they are to be void t 
* and holden for nought." And by the 2d of Henry IV. it 
iscna&ed, That if any man be imprifbned contrary to the 
<5reat Charter, he fhall have right an<^ juftice done him. J 
Relieve no ntwi will contend that long cuftom can ever con- 
tradict pofttive law ; and, therefore, if debtors bodies were 
exempted from imprifonment by the common law, as well as 
their liberties confirmed by the Great Charter, which can- 
not be doubted, it is certain that they ought to be enlarged. 

On confulting together on this fubjett, the prifoners re- 
solved to apply to Lord Mansfield ; for they thought, if they 
ifrere unconftitutionally deprived of liberty, his Lordfhip* 
l>eing Chief Juftice of England, was the proper perfon to 
give relief; and if they flxould happen to be miftaken, or if 
there was a law fo to confine them, his Lordfhip, out of 
humanity to fo many poor fufferers, would point it out to 
•them to quiet their minds, by reconciling their punifhment 
to the principles of law. The following addrefs was there- 
fore drawn up, figned by the prifoners, and fent to his 
Lordfhip. 

. My Lord, ' 

WE who are confined in execution for debt, have not 
the means of iriaking a more formal application, and our ne- 
ceflities will not admit of delay. Law, jufttee, and reafon^ 
as your Lordfhip once greatly faid, fhould be fynonimous 
terms. We hope to find it fo. 

The common law gave no power to our creditors over 
our bodies, nor do we think any ftatute ever did. How- 
ever, if your Lordfliip will pleafe to point out clearly and 
exprefely* without having recourfe to implication, or prac- 
tice trf courts unrepealed', and not contradi&ory of Magna 
Charta, any ftatute or law that does, a chalk-line or pack- 
thread (becaufe it will then be our duty) fliall as efte&u- 
ally confine us as locks and Walls : but if there is no clear 
and pofttive ftatute for deftroying us by a loathfome impri- 
fonment, 



fonroent, tbe laws of God, who .made us for better juurpofes^ 
the rule* of. fociety, tp which we fiiogdd be ufeful laernhers ^ 
Our own happioeft* that all plight to promote j our duty to 
our families, and «ven the intereit of our miWed and de- 
luded plaintiffs, confpire to tell us, that force, not duty, ca4 
oblige us |o bc?r with oppreffioa longer. 

Committing ourfelves to ypur JLprdihip's prpte&iofi front 
the innovations of \aw % we ace, with profound re{pe^ 9 
My Lord, Yo«r Lordfcip's 

Moft obedient humble fervants, 

The Prifoners ip the King's Bench. 

A few days after hi? Lqrdftiip had received .this addrefs t 
his clerk was font into the King's Bench, witii orders tp 
acquaint tbe prifonsre, " Thjij, as 4 fing^e J<u4ge f he could 
44 give no ^ir^a ^ofwjer $ ,b|Ht if application was matfe i* 
" court in ternMiiae* the prifftpers ibould be heard, ao4 
«< any redrefs given that they had A right $0 demand." 

The term was at fome diftar^e $ the prifooer? werp in-- 
patient to kn^w their <loojn ; i&eir irkfbme fit watlo^n and tie* 
<cefliry prompted them to endeavoyr ^t a Xpeedier remedy £ 
and as I>prd£oke had pointed out a method, in time of vi r 
cation, whpn any on? U confined contrary to law., by apply- 
ing jto any judge on a writ <*f Mobfias Corpus ad fubjiciendum ; 
and the ifaqae.doftrin^ bejiog laid fown by I>. £l^ckilo%e ia 
Jus .Cpthn^entaries, who was then on the &qg'$ JJeach <as * 
Judge ; it was refclved that I ibpuW take oaf Atch a, habe^, 
and dgmand my difchajrge, which womW b«ve /dexeroinea 
the point witjtx refpedi to others in thpjjke fituatioaa, orinfifl: 
on being told by what ftatute they grounded their authority 
for the prefent pradice of confining unhappy men, on pre- 
tence of having offended criminally, when in truth, at the 
worft, we had been guilty ^f a breach of a civil, contraft 
only, In .confequence of this determination .of the prifou* 
ers, I went by fueh a habeas before Judge A&on v who hap r 
pejned to be the pnly one then in towju. This learned gen- 
tleman either would not, or cowLd not &y, by wjaat law prt- 
/oners fpt debt could be {hut' up to ftarve, in a gaol ; and -I 
didttottbiqk it right to return to confinement, unlefc. bi£ 
Jvorcllhip vycuild opt pnjy cojounit me, but alfo in hi? war r 
rant exprcis what Cjrime I bad been guilty *>£, as the law 
jdirefts, Jxefote aoy one can legally be deprived 0/ liberty* 

At iaft a compraoii/e was wade, I was to return to the 
Ring's Bench vitbput a recommitment, pa condition that 
J (hould be brought up to court the next .enduing term on the 

£ne habeas, vwtbout any further expence, to haye the li- 
rty of arguing the matter' myfelf there, if I chofe it, or 

to 
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to have counfel affigned me by the courts if that method wa* 

, more agreeable to me. Relieving that tyery pjoplfe, from, 
fy, exalted a chara&er, rnufl; be kept as facred, T teturnqd to, 
then, a voluntary confinement, and remained in durance- fox; 
a wcek r without any lawful (or what they call a lawful) de~ 
tainer againil: me. 
. Yet Twas not fullered to go up to court \qhen the. tint* 
arrived* though Lord Mansfield's promifc by bis clerk, and 
this agreement with Judge Afton, vrese both to tha( pur- 
pose ; and the day before 1 wa* refuted leave to go up to 
Weftminfter HalL it was agreed that I fhould have that per- 
miifion. I therefore dent the Judge* the following letter, 
which was delivered to Lord Mansfiety in court* , 

My Lords, 
I atrt unconflitutionaJly deprived of my liberty, , 1 ap? 
plied by a habeas corpus to Judge Afton to he difcharged, 
and he prorrrifed to have me uph this day to the Court to 
snake my demand there. The Marfhal of your Court pro- 
mised me laft night permiffion to attend your Lordfliips, but 
now he refufes to obey the" Habeas Carpus which he has in 
Bis poffeffion. The lowed fubjedt has a right to infifl on 
fuftice agreeable to law. I require t6 be brought before 

Jour Lordfliips immediately! to receive that freedom which 
am intitfed to ; if that jirftice is delayed or deferred, con- 
trary to the Great Charter of England, the obligation 1$ 
diflolved with refpeft to me, and obedience to laws ceafes, 
When protection from them Is denied. With great refpeel, 
I ani, Your Lord (hips 

Mod obedient humble Servant, 
King's Bemk Prifin $ Jambs Stephen, 

3^ May, 1770. * 

His- Lordfliip opened the letter, looked at if, handed it 
to Judge WHlcs, fpoke to* the fabjecl, yet by foitie happy 
dt#rti£tion in his Lordfljip's ideas, he gave ie back to the 
meflenger who carried it, declaring he had not read it. 

He told the court, that a man in the King's Bench pri- 
fon, in. execution for debt, thought that he was unlawfully 
deprived of liberty ; if any gentlemen at the bat was of the 
like opinion, he doubted not but they would make a motion 
* gratis for him ; but if they did not think he had law on his 
ikte, he thought they fluraM not trouble their head* about 
♦it. They all grinned applaofe to this implied injurt&iofc, 
being confeious that the craft was in danger. 
- I was convinced of being right in the argument, and 
hoped that it would he impofiible for the court to deny nte 

' ' • relief, 
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relief, or ground a re-commitment on fome ftatute. Another 
habeas was purchafed, returnable in court, by virtue of 
which I was carried before it. I demanded my liberty, or to 
be told by what law I was condemned to fufFer fuch a dread- 
ftrl punifhment, as, probably, perpetual imprifonnjent. Hit 
Lordfliip anfwered, He muft be remanded. I told him, 
The words were eafy for him to fpeak, but they conveyed a 
fentertce much worfe than death to me $ therefore, I begged 
he would confider the fubje&, before he finally determined 
my fate. He faid, He could not help it. I replied, He 
could, and that it was his duty to help it. His Lordfliip 
with the greateft indifference again faid, He muft be re- 
manded. I then told him, It was tyranny and oppreffion, 
but it was not law. 

In this manner Lord Mansfield kept his word, of giving 
us an anfwer in Court ; fo did Judge Afton ftand by hi* 
agreement ; and thus did Judge Blackftojie fupport the te- 
nets laid down by himfelf in his Commentaries, where he 
fays, that a habeas ad fubjiciendum fhoujd difcharge all but 
criminals. Let humanity decide, whether they mould have 
fuffered the poor prifoners to put themfelves to fuch expence, 
depending on their promifes, and after all, deny them the 
leaft fatisfaftion. 

The next ftep that was taken by the prifoners, was a com- 
plaint to the matter of the Crown-office, who officially come$ 
into the prifon on Holy Thurfday to hear grievances, and to 
•give relief as far as his power extends, and to make a report 
of them to the court, which was in the following words, 
(To be coutinuecL) 



* # * The circumftantial account of the enquiry into the 
conduct of the Recorder^of the City of London, on Thurf- 
day the 27 th, came to hand too late to be compofed for 
this month : But as the further proceedings on that bufinef? 
are referred to the next meeting of the Common Council, 
we hope we (hall be able to give what may properly be term- 
ed. The full and whole Trial, Convi£iion y and Sentence of the 
Recorder, in our next." 

The proceedings at the meeting of the Freeholders at York 
on the 25th, were received as the laft flieet of our Regiftef 
went to prefs, but will be infer ted next month, with fome ad- 
ditional anecdotes and remarks, which we are promifed from 
one of the Freeholders who was prefent. 

The Verfes on the Writings of Junius will appear in the 
jiext Number, 

.. We are' obliged to the young Gentleman for the Poeih 
Y]fwn ; but it is not fufficiently accurate to appear in print, 
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/ To the Editor of the POLITICAL REGISTER. . 

As you have already laid before the public a Petition, and ; 

- feme remarks refpedihg the imprifonment of feven Mem- 
bers of the Houfeof Affembly itf the ifland of St. Ohrtfto- 

- pher's, I now fend you a copy of ah Opinion "given ky the 

• Attorney General of the Leeward Inlands, with a few ob- 

• fervations thereon. As Mr. Wobdley profeffes to have 

• been governed by this opinion, upon the unjuft ahd illegal : 

• proceeding of the affembiy,; againft their members^ the 

- public will be able to determine whether a man whofe 

• judgment could be influenced by fuch arguments is in any 
degree qualified to fill the important poft he now holds. 

. . , W, 

^the Opinion of Thomas Warner, upon the Petition and Re-. 
manflr&nce of feven Members of the Affembly of the IJland of 
St. Chriftopher's. 

1H AYE with the greateft deliberation confidered the pe- 1 
titioo and remonftrance of William Wharton, Jofeph * 
King, William Feuilleteau, Aretas Akers, Chriftopher . 
Mardenbrough, fenior, Anthony Bryan, and Henry 
Seaton, of , the ifland of St. Chriftophers, Efqrs. referred to 
me by yctur excellency for my opinion, and in obedience ty. 
your commands, 1 beg leave humbly to offer my fentimenti 
thereon, and fhall confider the feveral grievances complained 
Vol. VIL K k '<# 
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of in the petition and remonftrancc, in the order ^hey arc 
therein Rated. 

The firft ground of complaint is, that the affembly came 
into the following refolutions, viz. That no member of his 
majefty's council hath a right to vote for reprefentatives to 
fervc in the affembly of this ifland^, and that the names of 
fuch of the members of his majefty's council who fhall appear 
upon the returns to have voted for reprefeutatives to ferve in 
the prefent aflcmWy be erafed frodh the different polls. 

And I am of opinion, with the gfeateft deference and fub- 
miffion to the affembly of St. Chriftopher's, That the refolu- 
tion entered into by them, for excluding the members of his 
majefty's council front giving their votes, is 'a very * -erro- 
neous one, if thofe members had the neceffary qualifications 

\f Mr* Attorney General here acknowledge* that therefor 
lution was erroneous, which in a great meafure proves how 
juftly grounded almoft every other complaint hi the petition 
was,_ for Jf the affembly erred in rejecting the counfellors 
votes, they could not with propriety deprive three members 
of their feats in the aflerhbly, who had been ele&ed by a ma- 
jority of freeholders, arifing from the vote of a member t>f 
the council. And if they erred in this inftance, nothing they 
did afterwards cou!d have been legal : for if three reprefen- 
tatives legally returned, and no way disqualified, were de- 
prived of their feats by a resolution, erroneous in itfelf, and 
three Others introduced into the affembly by the fame refoht- 
tion ; the reprefentatiotn Hot being perfeft, no a& done toy 
them in that ftate could be valid. But Mr. Attorney Gene- 
ral, fearfal df giving offence to his excellency or his affembly, 
calls it an error in judgment; than which nothing can be 
more abfurd. For the ad has fo fully defcribed the qualifi- 
cations of an ele&or* a* to leave no room for the affembly to 
exercife their judgment. If a main is not qualified as the law 
dfte&s, he is by the law declared incapable of ele£Hng ; on 
the contrary, if he is poffeffed of a qualification neceffary to 
render hirn capable of being an elector, andthe affembly take 
upon them to refolve, he has no right to eledr, ; furely fuch a 
refolution cannot be called an error in judgment, nor could 
the aflerhbly err in this inftance, unlefs they a£ted contrary to 
tKe laws : therefore, if the refolution was erroneous-, it was 
certainly illegal. For to -what purpofe has the law defcribed 
w^tofhall be eledors, if the affembly are to judge of the pro- 
priety of a man voting, who is qualified as the law dire&s, 
a€d have a right to deprive him of a privilege Which the laty 
Ms -annexed to his freehold. 
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to entitle them to give their VQte$, which are prrfcribed by 
the law Alluded to by the petition, for there is 410 exception 
in the a£t that any ways disqualifies a member of his majeftv's 
<;ouacil from voting. But it is obfervable ijiat the a# directs* 
That in cafe any .differences or difputcs fhall happen to arife 
about the el? $013, or qualifications of reprefentatives, * Be it 
further ena&ed, That for the future the truth and legality of 
ele&ons and qualifications of any member or members chofen 
to ferve in the aflembly of this iflajud, fhall be tjied only by 
the reprefen^atives themfelves -, and the members of the af- 
femblyiball, by plurality of voices, decide fuch difputes and 
controverted ele&ions according to the .rights and privileges, 
of the honourable the leprefentatittes of the commons of Great 
Britain, fo far a? the fameihall he conj&ftent with the qualificati- 
ons and other matters herein ibeforec^oa&ed, and no practice or 
proceeding tathe contrary hereof had or done, (hall be drawn into 
example or precedent, to the prejudice of the people of this 
Uland ; fo that although I am clear in my opinion that the af- 
femblyb&ve e/red in their judgments,by the resolution which they 
have entered i^nto, yet I confers ,1 am entirely, at a lofs to ±ive 

■ i n , >mm> » — . ■ « ■ ■ ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■ 11 1 n 

* Mr. Attorney General he/e produces afe&ionof the a& 
to exculpate the aflembly, which unfortunately is, the ftrongcft 
argument that can be ufed in fupport of the petition, and 
plainly proves that he is totally ignorant with refpe& to the 
proceedings of the commons ot Great Britain upon their dif- 
puted ele&ions, or that he did not fo deliberately confuier the 
petition as he would have us fuppofe. For if he attentively 
read the petition, he mud have discovered that one complaint, 
and indeed a very material grievance, was, that the three re- 
pr^fentatives who had been returned, qualified, and aded as 
jpaerpbers., were deprived of their feats without any petition 
being preferred to the houfe complaining of an undueelecljion. 
Now furely this is not agreeable to the mode pra&ifed by the 
houfe of commons, for they never deprive a member of his 
feat unleft a petition is preferred again ft him, and then not 
until the merits of it are enquired into, and the allegations 
contained in it are fufficiently proved; during the time that 
that eriq^Jry takes up, he fits and ads as a member of the houfe. 
But the affembly of St. Chnftophers, rwithout any petition 
being preferred, deprived three members of their feats, and 
brought intp jhe houfe three others, who, at belt, could only 
have had an equal right,, fupppfing the refolution, depri- 
ving the conncilof their right of voting, not to have beeji 
.erroneous, as JVJr. Attorney <Qeper^l acknowledges it to have 
t>een. 

K k % the 
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the parties injured * proper advice to redrefs themfelves, as I* 
look upon the* proceedings of theaffembly of St. Chriftophers 
in no ihape fubjecl: to the jurifdi&ion or controul of any of his 
majefty's courts of law in that ifland, and that they are not to 

* Can any thing be more infolent than this obfervation, 
his excellency had applied to him for his opinion upon the 
propriety of granting the prayer of a petition preferred to him 
by feven of his majefty's fubje£ts : and inftead of giving hi* 
opinion in an open, candid manner, he gives it in fuch a way 
that one would imagine the petitioners and not the king's re- 
prefentative were demanding it of him ;*fo*he fays that he is 
at a lofs how to give the parties injured proper advice to redrefs 
themfelves, for that no courts of law in that ifland can con- 
trol the proceedings of the aflembly ? Would it not be fup- 
pofed that the parties had applied to him, and how ridiculous or 
rather villainous is his obfervation, that as the proceedings of the 
affembly.are not to be controuled by the courts of law in that 
ifland, he knows of no rediefs the, injured parties can have ? is 
not this in other words to fay to the king's reprefentative, 
there is a power lodged in the aflembly of St. Chriftophers; 
which may be ufed to the injury of individuals, and is not fub- 
jecl: to the controul of the iupreme legiflature of Great Britairl 
©r to>the king's moft excellent majefty in council ?- Does it 
not, contrary to the fpirit of the Britiih eonftitution, imply an 
injury without a profpecl of redrefs : and is the man who 
could fuffer his mailer's dignity to be fo infulted* and who can 
be influenced by fuch arguments as thefe, a proper perfon tq 
fill the important office he now holds ? 

Befides, if he was indued with the leaft common fenfe, 
and had not totally refigned hitnfelf to the guidance of a few 
infamous men, was not this very obfervation added to 
Mr. Attorney General's opinion, with refpeft to the refo- 
lution, a luffici'ent argument to prove a diflblution of the af- 
fembly the only proper method he could take to re-eftablifli 
the peace and tranquility of the ifland. For if any injury 
bad been done by the aflembly to a number of individuals, 
which could not be redrefled by the laws of the land, and 
thofe injuries arofe from a refolution which was in itfelf ille- 
gal, it was certainly the duty of the king's reprefentative, who 
has a difcretionary power lodged in him over the other 
branches of the legiflature, to have exerted it* and have de- 
stroyed a power which had been ufed fomueh to the injury of 
'thepublick, and which was founded upon an illegal ac\ ac- 
cording to that very ©pinion by which he pretended to be go|* 
verned. ' ' • . , t * 
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be compared to the proceedings of inferior jurifdi&Ions in 
England, to which the court of king's bench has a right to fend 
mandatory writs, and daily exerciics that power, where any 
perfon is improperly refufed to be admitted, or reftored into 
his place or office.. 

1 hefecond ground of complaint is, That after the petition- 
ers had withdrawn themfelves from the aflembly, the houfe' 
ordered them to be taken into cuitody of their ferjeant at 
arms, and to be continued clofe prifoners in his cuftody until- 
the next fitting of the faid houfe, a time or period un- 
known to the taid houfe, and to be afcertained only by your 
Excellency, whofby an exertion of the royal prerogative de- 
legated to you by our moft.gracious fovereign) adjounrthehoufes 
according to your own will and pleafure. I muft beg leave 
toobferve upon this part of the petition, that it has always 
been looked upon as a moft undoubted right of the majority 
of the refpecHvc affemblies under your government to * exer- 
cife fuch fowtrs and authorities as they thought proper over 
the other members of the houfe ; and it is not to be prefumed, 
in the prefent cafe, that the aflembly would have exercifei 
any other powers or authorities , than what they thought necek 
fary for the prefervation or the order of the houfe, for altho* 
. the petitioners alledge, that they withdrew in a peaceable 
and quiet manner ; yet they do not take upon them poiltivelj 
to fay, that the fpeaker had not called them to order, and re-? 
manded them to their feats, upon their attempting to leave 
the boufe j for if the petitioners quitted the houfe, after be- 
ing thus called to order, I do think, with great deference 
and fubmiflion to them, that they were guilty of a great con- 
tempt to the houfe, and that the mealure of puniLhment for 
fuch contempt lay entirely with them ; and although the 

f According to this way of reafonl rig a man by becoming 
a member of the afll-mbly, parts with the moft valuable pri- 
vilege of a Britifh fubject, tryal by jury y and may be fined 
or imprifoned for life, nay, may be hanged by a refolution of 
the aflembly ; for he declares the majority of the houfe to have 
a right to exercife any power or authority over their own mem- 
bers, fo that the petitioners inftead of complaining of what 
they had fuffercd, ought to be very well fatisfied that they 
were not deprived of their lives, as well as robbed of their 
liberty and money, fince it was in the power of the aflembly 
to have done the one as well as the other ; and if they 
had, the attorney general is fo complaifant as to fuppofe 
they would have done nothing but what was neceflary fo 
preferve the order of the houfe* 

petitioner* 
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petitioners complain of the uncertainty of the tune of their 
commitment, yet I think it without foundation, for had the 
houfe refolved generally that the petitioners (hould have been 
taken into the cuftody of their ferjeant at arms, they would, 
as ioon as the houfe had broke up, have been discharged, 
which I prefume, was thought a punishment no ways ade- 
quate to their offence. 

It is moft certain that your excellency has a power to ad- 
journ the houfe according to your own will and plea fu re, 
and it is equally as certain, that your excellency very fre- 
quently condescends to adjourn the aflembly to what days 
they think proper-, fo that they might hue aflced for an ad- 
journment to a very (hoft day, or protra&TO it, according to 
the * refentment they entertained of the petitioners conduct. 

. As to fuch part of the petition as relates to the imprison- 
ment of the petitioners and their expulfion from the houfe, 
I {hall content myfelf with obferving, that I have heard that 
the firft of thefe points has been judicially determined not 
only by your excellency as chancellor, upon arguing the 
habeas corpora moved for before you by the petitioners, but 
alfo by his honour the chief judge of ot. Chriftophers, upon 
arguing the habeas corpora moved for before him; and that, in 
my f humble opinion, with the greateft propriety j for if the 
adjournments of the affemWies under your government were 
to have the fame effed,' as a prorogation of the houfe of com- 
mons, thofe aflemblies would never be able to pafs a fingle 
a& -, for, except it is upon very extraordinary occaiions in- 
deed, the aflembly never pafs a bill through their houfe before 
Ji third meeting, and his majefty has, in his inftru&ions, 
plainly diftinguiflied an J adjournment, from a prorogation, 

far 

* This, though true by the bye, is paying Mr. Woodley 
a poor compliment to fuppofe he would have adjourned 
them to any day that might fuit their refentment, without 
paying any regard to the bufinefs of the publick, which 
might in the mean time have Suffered. 

f Here he is guilty of another piece of infolence, the ge- 
neral demanded his opinion upon the propriety of granting 
the prayer of the petition, and he takes upon him to deter- 
mine upon the judgment, his excellency as chancellor, and 
the chief judge Jiad given upon the two writs of habeas corpora, 
which was out of the quejlion. 

X There is certainly a diftinclion between an adjournment 
and -a prorogation, but as the aflembly have not aright to ad- 
journ themfelves, the a& of adjournment being by order of 

the, 
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for the words of die inftru&ions are thefe, vtz< That you, 
or, ift your abfence, our lieutenant general or lieutenant go* 
vernors refpedively, (hall. and may from time to time, as 
you or they {hall judge it neceflafy, adjourn, prorogue, or 
diffoive all general affemblies. And as the aflfemblies fit, 
merely by virtue of his majefty's commiffion, they muft fub- 
mit to the terms and conditions thereby prescribed 5 and al- 
though they have not a power of adjourning thomfeives, yet 
I humWy conceive your excellency's adjournment of the af- 
fembly can have no other effect with regard to the privileges 
of that houfe, than an * adjournment of the houfe of com* 
mons can have, with regard to their privileges. 

The next grouno of complaint is, That the faid houfe, af- 
ter the petitioners had quitted the fame, and while only thir- 
teen members were prefent therein, gave leave to James 
Smith* Efq; one of the thirteen members then fo prefent, to 
vacate his feat, and did refohre that his feat was vacated to* 
all intents and purpofes whatfoever, and that afterwards 
twelve gentlemen, namely, John Fahie, John Stanley, Ed- r 
ward GHlardj Richard Matthews, John Garnett; Jofeph 
Rawlins, Stephen Perdrjau, William Wells, William Phipps, 
William Hart, Francis Phillips, and Nathaniel Weils, • 
Efq u ires* did, in a moft prcfumptuous, illegal, and arbitrary 
manner, nfurp the powers and take upon themfelves the name 

■ ■ 1 « ■ ' ■- ■ * 

the general or commander in chief, is an ad of prerogative, 
and operates (with refpeft to privilege at leaft,) in the f*ihe 
manner, and is analogous to a prorogation : for meifrbei* of 
the aflfemWy have frequently had their bodies taken in execu- 
tion coming out of the houfe after an adjournment of the af- 
fembly : and, furely, if they could not prated their own 
bodies from tmprifonment, can they with any propriety be 
fuppofed to have a power to imprifon others ? But Mr. Attor- 
' ney General fays that as they fit merely by virtue of his ma- 
jetty's commiffion, they muft fubmit to fuch terms and condi- ; 
iidns as are thereby prefcribed ; fo that after giving fuch ama- 
zing power and authority to the afiembly as he has before 
done, he gives them no better title to either, than a limited 
commiffion from the king. Now as the king cannot confti-^ 
tutionally fine or imprifon, much left hang any man, furely 
no commiffion granted by him can give any fuch power ; and 
the imprifonment was confequently illegal, if they, as he 
fays, fit merely by virtue of the king's commiffion. 

* The adjournment of the commons being an zA of their 
own, is qjuite* different from that of the affembly, which I 
have before obferved is an ad of the prerogative. 

and 
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and authorityofthe aflembly of his majefty'sifland of St. Chris- 
tophers, and in purfuance thereof, the faid twelve gentlemen 
c}id not only in the name of, and as the aflembly of the faid 
ifland of St. Chriftophers, daringly refolve that John Qour- 
rvau Garnet, William Garvey, and John Tvfon, fhould be 
the fitting members in the aflembly of St. Chriftophers, in the 
room of the aforefaid Alexander Douglas, John Julius, and 
James Akers, Efqrs. but alfo moft indecently prefumed, in 
the name of and as the aflembly of the faid ifland, to receive 
s* meflage from your excellency, which they entered among 
the npinutes of the proceedings of the faid aflembly of this 
ifland. 

. * I think it aJmoft impoflible that thearTembly could have 
intended that the leave given to Mr. Smith to vacate his feat 
fjiould have taken effect, before the houfe rofe on the day, 
ijpon which fuch indulgence was granted ; becaufe they pro- 

; * Again, inftead of giving his opinion upon the fact ftated 
in the petition, which the General from any thing that ap- 
peared to him, as we know of, did not doubt, he fays, he 
thinks it almoft impoflible that the aflembly could have in- 
tended the leave to take place before the houfe rofe on that day, 
and afligns a reafon that may appear at firft a little plaufible* 
for otherwife Smith ought to Jiave left the houfe. Now the 
tad is, .that as foon as the feven members had quitted the 
houfe, they ordered the doors to be locked, and then came 
to foundry refoJutions ; among the reft, one for vacating Smith's 
feat, fo that Smith could not, if he had had an inclination, 
leave the room, and he faw too much of their violence in the. 
refolutions they came to with refpecl to the feceding members 
not to fit among them a little while, rather than by attempting 
to leave the room, run a rifque of incurring their difpleafure to 
no purpofe. 

. But as foon as the door was opened to admit a meflenger 
ftom the council, he left them without his. hat, which plainly 
p.roves he no longer confidered himfelf as one of their body, 
and as they never afterwards by a refolution, or otherwife, 
cenfured him for this contempt, it is reafonable to fupjpofe 
that they did not confider him as a member of the houfe, at 
the time he left them ; for if they had, to have a<5ted con- 
fidently, as they had imprifoned feven members for only- 
leaving the houfe, they fliould have inflicted fome greater, pu- 
nifliment upon him, who not onljT quitted the houfe after he 
bad feen how much they refented the behaviour of the feven 
members, but in fuch a way as to put. a flop to all public^, 
bufinefs, at Jeaft for that day, _ . 

ceedei 



k 



cee<ted to btrfinefs on that day, as ?f there had been no fuch 
indulgence, and Mr. Smith continued in the Ijoufe as a mefn- 
ber thereof, and confidered himfelf as fuch during fuch bufi- 
nefs. For had Mr. Smith looked upon himfelf as no mem- 
ber of the houfe, after leave had been given him to refigA hid 
fcat, he ought inftantly to have quitted it, and not to have 
continued to do bufmefs ; and therefore I can by no means 
think that this refolution can bear the conftru&ion aimed at 
by- the petitioners, and more efpecially too, as it would be 
jsrodu&ive trf that * confufion in the proceedings of the af- 
fembly, which the petitioners have pointed out; and it is 
very poffible, as they were not prefent in the affembly upon 
that tranfa&ion, they may have miftaken the feafe of the 
houfe, or, if the f cleric had been guilty of any error, in en- 
tering 

* At the time the petition was prefented no adl had pafled 
the legrflature, therefore no confufion could have, ari fen, had 
the general complied whh the prayer of it* 

+ It could not have been an error in the clerk, for the 
minutes of the proceedings of the affembly are not only read 
at the time they are entered into, but at the next fubfequent 
meeting, before any bufinefs is done, and as this refolution 
was twice read in the houfe before it was printed, had it been 
Only a clerical error, they certainly would have difcovered and 
te&rfied it before it went to the prefs ; befides, the clan- 
deftine manner in which they attempted to impofe upon the 
public, when they were informed of the blunder they had 
committed, plainly proves that they were confeious of their 
mrftake ; for Mr. Jones, the compofer of Thiboifs prefs 
(who* is their printer) has depofed that Mr. Thibou defired 
him to infert the words " after this day," as art erratum pf the 
prefs, in the next gazette to be printed, and informed Mr. 
Junes, that Mr. William Wells, a member of the affembly, 
had written to defire him to do it. Mr. Wells's requeft was 
accordingly complied with, though Mr. Jones has depofed 
there were no fuch words in the minutes when brought to 
the prefs tb be printed. And if Mr. Wells had known any 
thmg of grammar, he might have eafily perceived how un- 
likely it was to pafs fuch a deception upon the publick ; for 
the refolution was, iC That his (Smith's) feat,« is N vacated to 
«9t intents and purpofes whatever." Now if we add the words 
after this day, the refolutton will be, " That his feat is 
Vacated to all intents and purpofes after this day," which is 
nonfenfe. A s I have therefore too touch charjEy than to 
fuppofe that thirteen gentleman could be fo ftupidly ignorant, 
Vol, VII. # K k as 
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teiing their refolution upon this occafion, I fhould, with 
great fubmiffion,. think the affembly would be at liberty to 
reSify their own minutes ; and, under thefe circumftances, 
I am of opinion that John Bourryau Garnett, William Gar* 
vey, and John Tyfon, Efqrs. were * properly declared the 
fitting members. 

The next ground of complaint is, That the faid twelve 
gentlemen, on the fourth day of November laft, ordered a 
meflage to be then fent to your excellency in council for the 
writ for taking the ele&ion for the parifh of St. Ann Sandy 
Point, in the room John Stanley, Efqrj and in confequence 
thereof, that your excellency did fend down the writ, and 
that thofe twelve gentlemen took upon them to declare one 
Patrick Burke, Efqj to be returned duly ele&ed for the faid 
parifh of St. Ann Sandy Point, in the room of the faid John 
Stanley, and ordered certain oaths to be adminiftered to the 
faid Burke. 

Agreeable to the fads ftatcd in this allegation of the petr- ' 
tion, the twelve gentlemen moft undoubtedly ufurped a 
power that did not belong to them. But as I have been na- 
turally led to make fome enquiry into this matter, fince your 
excellency's reference of the petition and remonftrance to me, 
I have, with great fubmiffion to the petitioners, been in- 
formed, that they are miftaken in the reprefentation of the 
fadts mentioned in this allegation of their petition; for, ac- 
cording to my information, the fads ftand thus : f That 

while 
- • .-*...- 

as not to know the difference between the prefent and future 
tenfe, I can, and do attribute the overfight to the heat and 

faffion they were in at the feceffion of the feven members : and 
am clearly of opinion that no fuch words were in the refo- 
lution, when it was agreed to. 

* How can this be reconciled to common fenfe ? Mr. At- 
torney General in the former part of his opinion has declared 
the refolution depriving the members of the council of their 
right of voting to be an erroneous one. Yet, here he fays that 
Garnett, Garvey, and Tyfon, who could only be brought 
into the affembly in confequence of that refolution, were pro- 
perly declared the fitting members. 

•f Here again Mr. Attorney General not fatisfled with 
giving his opinion, takes upon him to acquaint his excellency 
with the fa£te according to the information he had received, 
but unfortunately does it much in the fame manner that the 
petitioners had done: at leaft, fo as to agree in the moft 
material parts* He fays, that twelve gentlemen could not 

legally 



while the twelve gentlemen were fitting, Patrick Burke, Efq; 
who had been chofen in confequence of the writ iflued for 
the eleftion of the parilh of St. Ann Sandy Point,, applied to 
your excellency in council, and informed you that he had 

been 



legally do bufinefs, for they would have ufurped a power that 
did not belong to them had they attempted it ; yet that while 
theie twelve gentlemen were Jitting % Burke came to them, and 
after telling them that he had been returned, &c. joined them, 
and that he is of opinion the proceedings of the thirteen 
(members he calls them) were legal; for all that the aft or 
his majefty's inftru&ions require from a perfon elefted to enable 
him to fit in the houfe, is, that he (hall take the oaths, &c. 
It is a pity he did tot explain what he meant by fitting : for in 
a political fenfe it implies doing, bufinefs, but being only 
twelve members, and confequently not a number diffident . 
to do bufinefs, they could not put the fpeaker in the chair : 
therefore we cannot take it in that fenfe. Let us then fuppofe 
the twelve gentlemen to be literally fitting in the room when 
Burke joined them, to what purpofe could he inform them 
what he had been doing in the council, and without a fpeaker: 
how could they, in apolitical fenfe, receive the information f 
for fuppofe Jonn Nokes had joined them at the fame time, 
and with the fame ftory, would he, merely by joining 
them, have become a member ? According to Mr. Attorney 
General's opinion he would ; but as only one reprefentative . 
was to be returned, both of them could not have been ad- 
mitted : how then were they to difcover the impoftor ? For , 
the writ being returned to nis excellency in council, they 
could not, without having a fight of the return, 'determine 
who was the real reprefentative of that pari(h : and being 
only twelve men, and confequently no houfe, they could not 
legally fend a raeflage to his excellency for the writ, or do 
any one aft of bufinefs as an aflembly. It is true, the 
aft only direfts that a perfon to be capable of being elefted 
(hall take the oaths, ana fubferibe the declaration, and autho- 
rifes the returning officer toadminifter fuch oaths at the place 
of eleftion, and is totally filent how a reprefentative when 
returned (hall qualify himfelf to fit in the houfe as a member : 
but cuftom has introduced certain, ceremonies through which 
every reprefentative muft pafs before he can legally take his 
feat in the aflembly; and that thefe very gentlemen thought 
fo appears evidently from the printed minutes of their pro* 
ceedings upon this introddftion of Burke, a copy of which I . 
(hall here beg leaye to fubioin. 

♦Kk2 At 
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been duly elefled to ferve foe that pariih,. and grayed that he 
mightbe admitted to take the oaths to qualify hioifelf to take hit 
feat ; upon which the writ, and return were read* and the 
proper oaths taken by the. faid Patrick Burke, and that he 
immediately after joined the twelve members that were then 
fitting, and they proceeded to bufinefs* and. fent up. for the 
writ and return; therefore -if thefe fa£b are true, I am of 
opinion that the proceedings of the thirteen member* were 
legal, if thirteen members sonftitute a fioufe : for all thafj 
the aft* and his majefty's inftruflions require from a perfott 
ete£ted to enable him to (It in. the houfe, is,, that he fhaMr. 
take the oaths, and fubferibe. the declaration. 

»■ „ ■■ !■■ i t ■ ■ i ■ ■■ , - , ■' " J, t'n i ; » 'n > ■ M iii ii . i * 

At a meeting of the gentlemen of the aflembjy, at the town 
of Ba"ffeterre,, on Saturday the 4th, of November 1769k 
Prefent, the twelve aforementioned gentlemen. 

*? ^h*. Burke haying figkified to the houfe that h&had beem 
" returned dujy elected to' Terve for the pariib of, St., Ann- 
" Sandy Pointy in the ropmof Jphn Stanley,, Efq*, who ha4' 
<c at the l.aft meeting .of the houfe made hi* election for the* 
<f pari'fh of St. Thpmaa Middle Ifland, and thathe had waited* 
iC on his excellency in the. council chamber, taken the oaths of 
ic government,, and fubferibed the teft. ' . 

Ordered "that a, nieflage. be; jejnt to. his exceljency in 
** council for the; writ Fori takingthe elddtion for the parifli of 
*> St. Ann Sandy. Pointy in^the room of Jofyn Stanley,. E£qjV 

" The writ beino; fent down by his excellency,, and it ty- 
" peafing that Mr. Burke was returned duly ele£ledi Mr* 
" Speaker ordered the oaths of ^government to be adminiftere4 
" to him in the houfe, aftec which he fubferibed the tefl." 

It is plain they did not confide* Burke as a member upon his . 
telling them that he was returned and had taken the oaths of 
government in council* or they would not have fent for the 
writ before they adminiilered the oaths to him ; therefore thi$ 
meffage was fcntby the twelve, and could only be to know if 
* Burke was returned, confequently he could not have afiifted 
in' fending it. The writ being fent down, &c, the fpeaker 
ordered the oaths of government to be adminiftered to him in 
the houfe. Now as there were only twelve men prefent,. and 
the a& requires thirteen at leaft to do bufinefs, there could bo 
no fpeaker to order, nor houfe to admit of his being fworn in, 
unlefs we fuppofe that Burke a&ed as a member, and affified 
in qualifying himfelf to take his feat, which is abfurd. I muft 
therefore differ with Mr. Attorney General, and am of opinion 
that ho proceeding of thefe thirteen, men, cofifidered as a 
branch of the legiflature, could be legal, 

' *•'■'■ Anothcf 
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Another ground of complaint ia, That the Honourable Beit* 
jamin Pym Markham, Efq; to whbfti the writ for tefcfpg the 
/aid etadtfbi* for the parifh of St. Ann Sandy point was di- 
rected, did not (as the petitioners are credibly informed and 
believe) previous to the taking the poll and return, take the 
oaths required to be taken by the act, ai *d that therefore the 
petitioners apprehend the election and return are void'. 

In anfwer to this objection, t think that the. elecb'Qn and 
return arfe not vojd, for this piece of neglect in the returning 
officer, and that the act is only directory with regard to him, 
fc as to bind him, under the tie of an oath, to make a true and 
juft return of the reprefentatives chofeh for the parifli or pa- 
rifhes of which he is direfted to take the poll, according t6 
the rules and* limitations prefcribed by that act ; but although 
the election is not void, yet I think the returning officer may 
be * induced for the neglecl he ha* been guilty o£ in not 
taking the oath, and that he is futyect to an a&ioa„upQn. the 
cafe, at tfie (uit of any ofthe parties injured by mean? of fuch 

Withtfecgreateft deference and fiibniiffion to the petition- 
ers, I think the refcJution entered into by them, ofrrotaffo- 
ciating aa members of the affembly of St. Chriftbphefs, wirii 
lie faidi Patrick Burke, John Bourrya*i Garnett, John TyfonJ 
and William Qarvey, Efqrs*. ita very raft' oneij and may be 
productive of very bad confequences*. aiyl, if they Should ad- 
here to their refolution, I am <afraid that, they will f incur 
your excellency's difpleafure, and may drive the affembly into 
meafures, that mey be equally as difagreeable to them as th$ 
Jate exputiioir they cofaplain of. 

Astthe twelve gentlemen art charged with ufurpations, that 
jhey are fubverfiveof the rights and privileges of the affembly; 
|hey probably might be able to % exculpate themfelves there- 
from 

* If the return was good, how could he be indf&ed ? What 
crime or damage could the indictment fet forth ? 

f I am. acquainted with all the imprifoned members, and[ 
am convinced they all' of them hold him in too much con- 
tempt to regard his difpleafure ; and they have hitherto kept 
their refolutions, without receiving any frefb mark of violence 
from them. 

J Mr* Woodley did accordingly lay the petition beforp 
them : mi after confidering it for five months, they made a 
very lame defence indeed, which I (ball take another Oppor- 
tunity to lay before theT publick, as I think I have already 
faken up too much'of your regifter. 

•" ' ' Nothing 
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from to your excellency's fatisfa&ion, fhould you think pro* 
per to gtve them an opportunity of anfw^ring fuch parts of 
the petition as charge them with fuch ufuraations by. a proper 
reprefentation of fafts, which I muft bfe a unuigfer to. 

As the prayer of the petition for the diflolution of the 
prefent, and the calling anew aflembly, isarequeft made by 9 
minority of that houfe, and of a • very extraordinary nature, 
I moft humbly fubmit to your excellency how far expedient or 
neceffary you may think it, according to the prefent fituatio* 
of the affairs of the Ifiand of St. Cnriftopher, to exert thofe 
powers which his majefty has been gsacioufly pleafed to dele* 
gate to your excellency over the aflembly of that ifland. 

AH which h moft humbly fubmitted to your excellences 
wiftlom. 

Jntigua 9 Dec. ntb % x^ THOMAS WARNER^ 

* Nothing can be more abfurd than this obfervation : for the 

aflembly confift* of only twenty-four members, thirteen of 

> whom make a houfe. Now it is impoffible that a requeft of 

■ this nature can copie but from a minority: for thirteen, by 

determining not to meet, could at any time prevent bufinefc 

from being done, which in fad amounts to a diflolution. 

For the POLITICAL REGISTER, 
On the degeneracy of the Times. 
TT7HEN the torrent of the public Vage is once quelled, 
VV it is fuppofed, that the people will remain quiet under 
the adminiftration which gave birth to their complaints }' 
therefore firmnefs in conducting the meafgres of government, 
is become the chief virtue of a ftatefman, in the(e our times : 
but this is wretched policy, and has ever been the bane of 
thofe nations where it has obtained.. It is true, that it is 
often neceffary to oppofe the clamour of the multitude, wherv 
the meafure to be carried into execution feems contrary to the' 
prefent good ; and prefents but a faint profped of future be- 
nefits. It, however, rarely happens that this neceffity takes 
place. Moft of the meafures which have their origin in the 
public good, are readily acquiefced in by the people. When • 
we read of the dreadful effe<9* of the fa&ions of former ages, 
arid fometimes on the flighted occafions j we flmdder at the 
bare apprehenfions pf the like evils happening in our times : ' 
we forget, however, to take into coniideration the difference 
of the manners of the prefent race of men, compared with 
thofe of the times we contemplate. The fa&ions of thofe time* 
>vere, as' they are now, rather ftruggles for power {ban for 

the 
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the public good ; but were by no means carried in the fame 
idannef . They were rather contcfts between the heads and 
partisans of great families, than between the pepple and the 
trown. The people were ignorant to a degree, of which we, 
of this age, can entertain no adequate idea* They believed, 
therefore, implicitly, whatever was told them by the heads of 
their party ; and were not to be undeceived till thev found 
tiietnfelves undone, or till the end they aimed at was obtained. 
But in an age fo enlightened as the prefent, it is not foeafya mat- 
ter to miflead the public. The art of printing, and the in- 
valuable liberty of the prefs, fo odious to weak and wicked 
mmtfters, have fo difleminated knowledge,, that it is impofli- 
ble to keep the people ignorant of the iltuation of affairs, fo it is 
equally impofflble to betray them into the fupporting ruinous 
and deftrudive meafures, for any length of time, by the moft 
refined and artful mifreprefentations. They are neither fo 
ralh in their refentments, nor fo precipitate in their condud, 
as they formerly were ; or fo eafily frightened into fubmifiion ; 
or pacified by receiving light and frivolous conceffions, in ex- 
change for ineftimable privileges. The oppofition to the pre- 
fent mode of conducting public affairs is more fteady $ the re- 
folutions of the people better founded, and therefore, more 
determined, and confequently more dangerous will they be 
to the promoters of arbitrary, oppreffive, and illegal modes of 
government. They have/ it is true, of late {hewn fuch a 
ipirit of fubmiffion and forbearance, under the moft arbitrary 
and oppreffive ads of defpotic power, as is fufficient almoft 
to annihilate the national character, and fix a ftain of perpe- 
tual infamy upon it, in the minds of thofe who are only par- 
tially acquainted with us. But it is the peculiar chara&eriftic; 
of the Englifhof all times to fufFer patiently, until the meafure 
of the iniquity of their oppreffors is full ; at which time, they 
cfie£t a reformation root and branch, by recurring to the original 
force of thofe laws which they have fubmitted to be governed 
by, and turning it in all its ftrength and fury upon their fervile 
and infamous betrayers ; and by this means has our conftitu- 
tion been hitherto preferred, notwithftanding the many, va- 
rious, and infamous* attempts which have been made by the 
profligate and the vjcious in a Aiding age to overturn it. The 
prefent times afford a pleafing profpecx to the virtuous few, 
thofe few who have not bowed the knee to Baal ; or rioted in 
the flowing feafts of Belial, that fuch a reformation is not far 
off. We cannot be in a worfe fituation, in every refpeft, 
than we are at prefent, unlefs the outftretched arm of omni- 
potence fhould foil upon us, and fo deftroy us that we be no 
more a ration. We have neither the fenfe of public virtue 
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or private honour left among us.. The name of eactr i* 
indeed in every man's mouth, but the thitfg renders the pof- 
Ifeffor contemned by his abandoned compeers. We have not 
only baftifeed the virtues from our land, but evea their moft 
diftant relations : Prudence is no more to be found among 
us than ftiorality and religion, and we arc become marks of 
<ponder and ridicule to the nations round about us. The 
laws fo far from being the prote&ion of the virtuous and the 
fcaurge of evil-doers, are become inftrutneots of vengeance 
again ft the defoncelefs, honeft part of mankind, and the took 
by which the natural enemies to freedom and virtues raife 
themfelves to honours and riches, ajid every diftia&ion that pro- 
perly belongs to the former. We have now no refource 
againft oppreffion and injuftice. Theperfons whom we have 
chofen to reprefent us, and maihtaiir our privileges, find 
among their own body, a fet of poor arid willing flaves, w*V> 
have given up the rights which they were defied to defend. 
And mankirid have beheld with aftanifhment the facred feat 
of juftice Jtfelf proftituted to the direfi; purpofes of tyranny 
and oppreffion. They haye feen the chief judge of the king- 
dom, hot only refufe to declare the law by which a fabje& i* 
condemned to perpetual imprifonment, but adding infult to 
injury, and remanding the prifoner back to co^&oet^ent^ 
with the Jang froid of an officer of the Baftile, faying, Hi wdd 
nothdf its yet confeffing the iniquity of tftea&ion, if telling 
tbe prifoner he muft apply tq parliament for relief: -to that 
ver y ■ who have violated the laws of ek£tiod> to 

gratify th^ will of the moft abandoned mifliftry that cvet 
gained "the annals of the hiftory of this people: thi* *e- 
fufal of juftice has induced ah inquiry into the nature of thofe 
law^i ty which the prifoner is confined, and the power of the 
judge who is by oath, and the nature of his office to- declare 
them j ' ar>d it is proved irrefragably, that neither has the 
judge any power to confine the body of a prifoner £or the vio* 
latipn oT a civil contract, nor is there any fhadow of Jaw, 
either by ftatute, common law or Magna Charta, for thus 4e- 
priviri* any Englishman of his liberty : but that the pra&ice 
has obtained by the connivance of all the feveral judges of 
the king's courts againft their oath and place, mecely to en-* 
able them and their infamous agents the attorneys to jriot in 
the fpoils and at the expence of the peace, health, and even 
' lives of the unbappy vi&irris to their avarioe and &aud. Hear 
this 1 , ye, who while you enjoy every luxury, tamely fuffer 
your unhappy brethren to link into thofe difmal recefles of 
infernal frauds where poor misfortune feels the lafh of vice, 
and yet, blufti not when you are a&ed of what country you axe, 
but call yourfelves/w-iflrw Englijhmn / Need there more in- 
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fiances to be given of the univerfal degeneracy of the prefent 
age ? is itpofltolethat any age can be more abandoned to pro- 
ftitution than ours, when even the very fountain of juftice is 
contaminated With the foul and muddy ftreams of lucre and 
revenge ? and -when it is by thefc upright judges deemed a cri- 
minality of the higheft nature to d«re to complain of thefe in- 
jurious violations of our rights as men, and Englifturfen ? If 
it be faid, that this conduct of the judges, with refpe£t to the 
confinement of prifoners for debt is owing to cuftom \ from 
whence proceeded this cuftom ? fliall we fay the judges knew 
not the laws ? can it be fuppofed they were fo infamoufly ig- 
norant, as not to know they were a&ing contrary to the fun- 
damental principles of the conftitution ? This is an abfurdity 
too grofs to find admtffion into the mind of any man of com- 
mon fenfe. . The confequence then of neceflity follows, that 
they knew but fuffered the fraud to continue for the infamous 
purpofe of amaffing riches at the expence of every thing that 
is valuable among men. In this view therefore our corrup- 
tions cannot be at a worfe pitch than they are \ let us now 
• take a curfory glance of the manners of the people who are 
thus glorioufly and righteoufly governed. With refpeft to 
internal policy, we fee the very fluices of luxury and vice 
opened, if not by the order, at leaft by the connivance of the 
civil magiftracy, to the evident deftruftion of the youth, of 
the kingdom. The number of places of diverfion and enter- 
tainment for the lower daffies of people, under various deno- 
minations, is too well known to need repetition : and thefe, 
in their fatal confequences, enervate the mind, and lead to 
fcn>h fcenes of luxury and debauchery as deftroy the body* 
Hence the amazing increafe of penal laws, and of the too 
frequent tranfgreffions of them, to the great fcandal of the 
civil juftice of the realm. 

The immenfe fortunes which have of late been amaffed by 
our territorial acquifitions in India, have as much as any 
thing elfe, contributed to deluge this country with luxury. 
The adventurers, who have rifqued their healths and lives to 
make them, not having had the advantages of a polifhed edu- 
cation, have played fuch foolifh pranks with their cumbrous 
wealth, as are enough, in Shakefpear's phrafe, to make gogd 
angels iveep ! thefe have introduced fo dreadful example, that 
I doubt if any thing has occasioned more the univerfal de- 
generacy we have fo much reafon to complain of. To 
make an appearance above- the rank in which providence has 
placed us, is become the chief end and aim of life. The ap- 
pearance of gentility induces an imitation proper to the man- 
ners of the chara&er, and thefe again, the ejepences neceflary 
to the fupport of the manners. Hence the purfuit of pleafures 
Vol, VII, |Kk and 
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and love of diflipation ; and that want of jnduftry, honefty, 
and religion, the needfrry coafajuenoes of them> which aire 
fo vifible among every clafs of mem Hence vice? of aH kind* 
leaving the <|uiky recefle? they formerly haunted, triumphantly 
ftalk abroad, daring the fearching eye of d»y ; and ate abet> 
ted and encouraged By an enervate and (hametefs nobility, who 
ought to fet an example of refped and regard towards the re- 
ligion and laws of their country, for the feke of tr*e common 
people j who thus feeing the laws perverted, and incapable of 
fupportjng them in, what they think, their juft rights and 
privileges, which are either fihamefully evaded, or impudent- 
ly denied to them, give up all concern, and regard to religion 
or principle ; and u flm down the laofijiream *ffolf* tncbantta 
*' Mf* tefiwft dfflrvfim." There is n^ nece&t? to fay more, 
en (o melancholy a fubjecT:. It is time to ft if t the fcfcne, and 
ftew, that tha' our condition is as b*4 as it can be, we are 
not loft to hope. The age is not roeft corrupt than it is en- 
lightened. No nation under the inn can boaft of more learn- 
ing than we poflefs ; of this the many excellent production* 
on various fubje<SU which are published in the daily prints, 
sire {6 many irrefragable proofs/ jAn$ it is very evident that 
the. people are. not lefs fond of. Apr liberty and rights, for 
finding that fome of them have beejftolen from them by the 
corruptions of owe lawyers, and others are fecretly under- 
mining by the tools of power. Civil and religious liberty is 
better understood among us, than among any other people on 
earth i nor, it is to be hoped, fiball we want men of virtue 
and honour who will, at their country's call, ftep forth from 
their prefent retreats, to aflert the one, and fupport the other. 
Men who will vet refume the fearch, 

Drag forth the legal monfters into light, ■']' ■ 
Wrench from their hands oppreflion's iron iyd* : • ., 

- And bid the cruei feel the pains they give, . 

l#en who will ; ■ .. . break the toils of law, 
What, dark infidioas men 
Have cumbrous added to perplex the right* 
And lengthen firnple juftice into trade. 
Men, in fhort, who, animated by a finccae love tQ their 
country and their God, will nobly attempt to reftore to us, 
by legal and conftitutional means (which alone c&n be effeqn 
tual) thofe invaluable privileges and chartered rights, which 
y?\\\ render the names of Engliihmen and England admire^ 
and refp^ed among aU nations oatho'earth. 

■ «; 



r Ti llie EjWtoR of the POLITICAL HEGI$TER. 

SIR, 
A FTER I had in feveral public Rafters obferved C/wna'a 
jfX reflexions on reformation, I determined to afk a placefor 
them in your valuable Rtgiftcr, devored to th£ caufc of liberty 
civil And neligiOus. It is not beCaufe his reflections breathe 
auy liberal fpirit, but becaufe they Contain, perhaps, th£ nfcoft 
txa&, faithful portrait,, that can he drawn of the public ad- 
fliinijtratio*. And in truth none ihould difpute his ability 
for the fervice, who ctonfiders him as employed by the mi- 
niftry for the ptirpofe of delineating and exhibiting their po- 
litical features. . " 

44 The revolution, u faytClnua". reduced our monarchial 
" government as near to a republic, as was confifteht with 
* 4 the prejudices of the people. The ancient names of the 
44 exetrtftivt* departments were retained ; the pdWers ahnext£ 
* 4 tb them differed not in tenor, but in degree. The fcafes of 
•* government Were put upon an equal balance j thfc bveiv 
M weight of the prerogative was added to the civil Tights of the 
*• fttbjd<3r. The change was infenfible, The prejudices of 
4 « the people were not thwarted, and they fuffered themfelvea 
*f to be made free. 

* 4 It id in vain to hope, that the Englifh would fuffer them-, 
fc< felves to be formed into a republic. Let the abettors of 
"that fyftem fay what they will, mankind were not intended 
" by nature for equality. .Superior abilities create partial def- 
<c potifma every where. The ftrcng .is the monarch of the 
4 * weak* wherever they are placed. The man of ability wat 
41 born tb command the feeble in mind. A pure republi- 
44 can fyfttm is inconfiftent with the nature of things ; and 
44 where it i$ not pure, it is the Worft form of government 
44 upon earth. 

• 4 The great patriots have left this ground as untenable* 
<§ They, however, contend that the conftitution fhould be 
44 brought back to its original principles ; that freedom in the 
44 wanefiiould bere-mvigorated by frefli conceffions from the 
«• crown ; that placemen fhould be excluded from the Houfe 
" of Conwnonsj and that *ven the freedom of eleftion fhould 
€i be abridged, by confining the power of the voters by a ro- 
. 4I tation in the choice of their reprefcrrtatives. 

44 .This, it muft be confefled, is. the moft fpecious ground 
44 on which they could go. The propofal which tends to re* 
44 formation is always popular ; and to the fuperficial there is 
44 plaufibility in the argument j but the thing is liable to un- 
u ftifmountable difficulties. The power of the crown, inftead 
44 of preponderating is too light. The fcale of government 
44 already kicks the beam: while licentioufnefs, in the fcale 
" of liberty} touches the ground. Exclude placemen and 

t K k 2 44 y « 
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<c you exclude ge&fffcflied. If they cinnat fit in the houfe, 
<( their dependents niuft tit there ; zni thofe whom you call 
<c the reprefeniafctvcs of the people, are no more than rejsfer 
C( fentatives of men in office. Every laudable fcheme of anv 
JE< bition is at OttccexstinguUhed by an exdufionfeomjoffice^ 
C( and patriotifm itfelf fiiuft Janguuih when it ceafes to be a 
€C channel to the paffeffion pf power*. 

" The whole, in fhort, is a.fjcculative dream* at;jai)CO 
<c abfurd, ridiculous* and impbifiWe; and after faUguiog the. 
<c mind for a while, it will* at laft* vanifh into air," -•'• «- * 

Cinna is more unreafonable than Hobhs, and appear* a 
much more hateful character, when he aflerts To ip»pudestly» 
€< that mankind were npt intended by nature for an equality*" 
•—for as he is writing upon civil policy, and (the defigq* of got*' 
vernment, he fhould have known, that fuperior abuitie** op- 
fuperior ftrength gives no fuperior claim to nafetraj and civil 
rights. — Even thz Zevtttban will tcl^ us,. " that the &fety,of 
" the people requires from the foverfcign power* that juracc 
(< be equally adminiftered to all degrees, of people^-that ad 
" well rich and mighty, as poor obfeure perfons maybe- 
(( righted of the injuries done them ; fo that as the great may 
" have no greater hope of impunity, when they do violence, 
" ^iftonour, or any other injury to the meaner fort, than 
*' when one of thefe does the like to one of them : for in this 
" confifts. equity ; to which as being; a precept of the law of 
cc nature, afovercign is as much fubjecT:, as any of the mean- 
« eft of his people/'* 

Cinna will have it, that placemen fhould not be excluded 
the Houfe of Commons, but his reafouings are weak and 
contemptible, for it by no means will follow, that gentlemen 
muft then be excluded, unlefs he cpuld prove that there are 
not fufficient numbers of gentlemen in the kingdom to fop— 
ply the places of power and truft in the public adminiftr** 
tion, befides thofe who reprefent the people; or that none- 
are fo well qualified for the feveral departments pf the police* 
as thofe cho fen by the people to be their, reprefentafcives ink- 
giflatton. It i? not in the power of Cinna to proves that 
placemen admitted into the houfe of national repreferutatives* 
do not render that houfe dependent on the muuftera, to the 
irnmineitfly endangering our rights and privileges asa foe 
peopje, 

Cinna is theobjeft of Britifli contempt* .when ta&ya, 
<c that patriotifm itfelf muft languid) when it oeafes to be a 
c * channel to the poffeflion of power." But: the man ap*- 
pears to know very little of the natural or civil rights, of 
mankind, and has no idea at all of true patriotifm, - .:> 

..SYDNEY. 
* Leviathan, part, ii, ch. xxx, p. 180. 
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r for tie rOlilTjeAL R*t<&I&TBRv 
>Onthe<dibrattdlVrkt*gsof'$\}KlV&. 

WHEN jTOies ? >matchlefswritmg8 charm our eyw, * 
: And fill owr breafts with vhuwe and Surprise, ' ' J 
With difPrcht thoughts the wretch and patriot reads* ' • < ' 
Ohefmiles with hea^n*b*rn joy , the other Weeds, v '• ^ 
The wretch, who, dead to virtue's genial beat, • 

To nature's ftrongeft tyc, tbfe focial fwtet, \ ■ \ 

Could fee uomov*d his fetlen country dk, > t •» 

And feel no4ifldred borrow, heavenofigh; • - ....-if 

ffinv the moft finfiil of the finful race, • • • . * 

When guilt, and Junius (tare him in the face, . - ..- ><>" 
Conviction fetzes ; all hia*rin*e$ arife, . ■ " * 

Aad heaps on heaps invade his trembling eyes* • • - 

Not lathe patriot, he with eager eye, 
Purfaes the pages, whkh before hiin fty, /.;,..,<•• 

Feels heav'rdy. influence in his bofom sprung, • ■■'-'■ 

Andiall his .former virtue is 'new-ftrung* , '. ' 

He feels apure, a pious patriot 'flame, ■ f ' 

Spread from his heart, and kindle all his frame, ' 

Learns in his country's facred caufe to glow, 
And feels an aidor-— -*~fuch as I feel now* 

HECTOR. 

n it* Right Hon. LORD NORTH.. 
. Mr Lord, -- - 

YOUR lordflu£ being now at the head of the Treafury, 
We thought it proper to addrefs. you on the following, 
fubject; and by way of intfoduAion, be afiured, we honour 
the King our rightful Sovereign, and our lives are devoted to 
his fervice oh honeft, honourable terms ; but we neither love 
nor, fear you, and therefore we (hall fpeak with much freed od. 
We have grievances, my lord, which call as loudly for redteft 
as any yet exhibited and rejected ; however, we are fully con* 
vinoed, the intereft of the nation depends not a little on our 
fpeedy relief. To begin then : ' 

We complain, that warrants (ifiued by thofe who dare &fu' 
fmtf© that power) for arrefting our bodies, wrefting us from 
bur lawful employments, wives and children, and confining 
us in far worfe places than domeftic gaols, againft our wills* 
are illegal ; the obliging us to leave pur native foil, to traverfe 
the eighty and- dangerous oceans, in fearch of thofe who never 
offended us, and with whom we muff fight, at the peril of 
Qui;: lines,; whether we will or no, (not to mention the ill 
ufage we meet with from our wicked purfers, boatfwains, 
&c.) is contrary to all laws both human and divine ; the ap- > 
pointing^ our little puppets (fcarce out of leading-firings) to 

order 



order amHrieft, abiife %n6 Meatus, is unbearable) >ut that 
thefe pupyA-mitfihipmaH &c. flkould have almoft double 
wages* and five (har*» to our one 0f prize-money* otherirtea, 
others twettty* tftbers tony* arid others roore, (whofe Mood 
we think are not awre valuable than ours) is intolerable : thai 
our wages are not tegjdarly patd*|oiir prifce-iriottey partially di-> 
ftributed, fometfenel entirely kept froth tis,.arf at the begin* 
JMfig of the tail war $ a«d at the end of a war* when we have' 
<#ur enemies (or rather your?) under qui* feet, that the Wood 
of our brethren ihptfld be>kM for a ffiutfB-bdx^ Or ariy otter 
more valuable prize* fof the obtaining a. difc^nourible peace^ 
jQbr perfons unprovided for, and. our families irretrievably 
ruined* are things we pint never forget tk forgive, 

Thefe* my Lord* are a few of Che many grievances we com- 
plain of; and your ford&ip may reft anured > that, till the 
caufe is removed, th^^Sfe&af cannot ee*|b> Should we beio» 
unfortunate as to &H iato the fnare laid fof ui, (which OoJ 
forbid) being then robbed of all that i* dear to Us; We {hall 
have nothing to fight for; add therefore fhould wff leave yott 
to fight for yom^etoev will God orreafonable men blame- 
us? We are, »y Lord* 

Yoiii Lordfetp's diftant fervants, 
and fo defireto continue, 

.JPeppiiifr - Maky Sailors* 

&£*. a$* itfC. Irtth* fumti of AtX* m 

T* " ; tfe>Vi^TVa'of to>MTFf fcAt R£ GlSTER* T 
OntheCondutt of Admmifirtuim with Reffx# 4* a War witf* 

. &**> - 

AE>*ead of war manifefted in a tame fubntiffion to fa- 
joriesy the! relenting of which might poffibiy lead to 
explanation* ptodu&iveof fuch an event, and an earwft <te • 
ftre of peaee, on terms however dtfadvfcntagetais add disho- 
nourable, are proofs of an inability and want of virtue in 
qOf government, that \frtH ndt admit of any comroverfy : On 
ths ilnmedt*** approach* or breaking out of a war* thepco-r 
pLe in this cotu>t*y recover that natural coitftrcotional <iot»- 
tcotil* egaiftft which ©either an ambitious court faction, n<* 
a weak corrupt adflakiHtxatiotiy can avail thcmfelvesV but by 
AtWtffnin* acqtiicfoence* or resignation : at fuch a time the 
peopk regain thofe rigftis* wkh which at all times they are 
4<wftitut»oQally iimftedy though through thd art* of CbrYup- 
t^rt and traiterous ambition they might have been before 
withheld from them. Tojuftify the truth of thefe obferva* 
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tjons, it will beonljr neceflary to advert to the resignation of 
Walpolc, and the treaties of Utrecht^ Aix-la-ChApclle, and' 
Parrs, for their Full confirmation. 

The reafon is very evident, in time* of peace, minifbto 
have no particular favours to atic, nor extraordinary demands 
to make 5 government in a manner fuppoits itfelf, indepen- 
dently of any other refource. When fchemes of ambition, 1 
or a plan of fa vouritifm prevail, a noble Jord, pr groom ol 
the bed-chamber, or even a page of the back-ftairs, may Sit 
teparately, with a fplendour faked tp the defign of fuch^atv 
appointment, every capital official department, as well as* 
Walfingham or a Gocolphjn. The political machine, ft* 
long as it continues in any tolerable order, will move for oto$ 
as well as the other, and if there ihould be any remarkable' 
deficiency, fuch as a total ignorance of the firft rules of arithmetic^ ' 
or of the penning or wording of a difpatch, it may be eafily fup-* 
plied, by a little trouble only, by having rccoujrfe to precedents, 
or to fome of the underftrappers in office. At the 'commence-^ 
ment of a war it is quite otherwise, there is not only employ* 
ment for abilities of the firft magnitude, but there are lifcewife, 
large fupplies to be raifed, the inclination, the affections, 
and the fentiments of the people ihuft be confulted ; neither 
their confidence, hearts* hands, or pu'rfes, can be obtained 
on any other terms, , nor effectually employed, but on thofc 
of approbation and good will, and in a thorough dependancc 
and good opinion of their governors $ men willnot enter inco 
fervice with fpirit, nor^ wilj many be procured ,while 31? opi- 
nion generally prevails, that all our defigns and operations are 
planned in treachery, fupported by corruption, and founded 
in di {connexion and -diftruft. It is not that the mere outward' 
forms of the constitution may bepreferved, it muft be vivified* 
and pervaded by its vital eflence, confidence, union, and 
good will ; power j evafion, and corruption,, will not be re J* 
celved as the true bafis of found politics, for they effeduatty 
counteract, and eflentially deftrpy thofe ends which will be 
expected to enfue ftom 3 cqntraryriyftem in fuch critical exi- ' 
gencies. * 

Not that I would be wderftood as if I meant that mini- 
fters fhould, upon every trifling, occafion, plunge their coun- 
try into war frorn a mere fpirit of Quixotifm, or to gratify 
that of national errai)try $ ^ud a J u ft of conqueft,. Our na- 
tional treafure is not to be wafted, nor our interior and eki 
tenor grandeur and profperity. wantonly rifqued* or imprui 
dently truftedi {p the uncertain contingencies of war ; wife 
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miniftcrs will avoid, and the virtuous, excited by their feel-, 
ings, would revolt agaiuft fuch immoral, irreligious, and 
impolitic outrages of every thing fecred and human, and 
which can be the efle&s of nothing but injuftice, and fenfe- 
lefs ambition. Good fenfe will diftate, reafon regulate, and 
ibund policy dire&, the meafures proper to be purfued by ad- 
nvniftration in alj our concerns with foreign powers ; Pru- 
dence, virtue, and underftanding ftrongly mark the path that 
ihould be trodden on thefe occafions, that of a feafonahle 
frrmnefs, and a juft fortitude, which is always equally dif- 
tant from rafhnefs and brutal temerity, as it is from a dejec- 
tion of fpirit, and pufillanimity arifing from meannefs ; this 
jenaxira holds good in the ufual intercourfes among indivi- 
duals, who generally preierve their interefts, their chara&er, 
and importance, in proportion as they feem ready to defpife 
any confequences that may poffibly arife in a timely repulfe, 
or fpirited refiftance of any injuries commenced in evafion or 
illegal force, and profecuted in injuftice. 

What then (hall we fey to thy lot, O unhappv England, 
vhere we have found every one of thefe principles precifelv 
merfed for almoft ten years, where thefe pious fears, thefe 
tender virtuous fenfatiow. this political prudence, have never 
been manifefted, but in dreading the confequences of a war, 
from the continuation of which we muft have derived the ut- 
moft advantages of internal and external ftrength, of com- 
merce, and of conqueft, in feeling for our :•* conquered, 
powerful, inveterate, hereditary enemies 5 and in fine, in 
negotiating away thofe acceffions of territory, that could be 
the only pledges for our future fecurity, the otoly coropenfa- 
tion for an additional public debt of above feventy millions, 
and the only fatisfa&ion for the blood of more than an bun* 
dred thoufand of our brave flaughtered countrymen ? but it is 
evident, that as there is an intimate correfpondence apd con- 
nexion in good meafures, there is almoft an equal uniformity 
iji thofe that are bad \ the fame fpirit that infpired the peace-r 
makers and negotiators of 1762, feems ftill to prevail in our 
national councils, or rather the wretched puppets that are 
put forward to us under the appellation of a minjftry, are 
moved and impelled on the fame principles which w e ^ ea s pre- 
valent at that time in giving up every valuable and important 
acquifition we had gained, as they are now apparent in per- 
mitting onr enemies to withhold from us thofe rights which 
had their fole origin in our lenity and generofity, but mucfy 
more fo in the treachery, corruption, intrigue, andamhitipfl 
pf ^cQurtfa&ion, 
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For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

AS it hath been often aflerted that the; defendants of thofip 
gentlemeh who voted for the Hanover Succeffion Bilji 
are in difgrace at Court dur'njg the prefent reign ; and' that 
the defendants of thofe gentlemen who oppofed it are moft 
in favour 5 pleafe to infert the following lift in yaur paper, 
that every reader may judge how far that affertion is founded 
in truth. 

Annexed you have sin hiftbrifcal anecdote concerning the 
Hanover fucceflion, well Worthy of note at this time ; and 
I fiiali occasionally fend yob mote hiftorical and politiciail 
ntefirdirs of mahy of the characters in both lifts, 

A LIST of ikofe who voted in 170I, for agreeing with the 
Lords Jlmendments to a Sill for the farther Security of tie 
Proteftani Succeffion. 



The Right Hon. Lord Ed- 

wafrd Riiflel 
Sij Wm. Goftwick, Bart. 
William Spencer, Efq; 
Richard Nefrill, Efq; 
Richard Topham, Efq; 
Sir Owen Buckingham, Knt. 
Sir Richard Temple, Bt. 
Sir Edrhurid Denton, Bt. 
Charlfes Godfrey, Eft; 
Fleetwood Dormer, Efq; 
Richard Hampden, Efq; 
James Chafe, Efq; 
Sir Rtiflaout Cullen, -Bart; 
The Right Hon. Henry Boyle, 

Antliofiy Thompfon, Efq; 
The Hon. Ruffel Roberts* 
.Efq; 

Henry "Vincent, Efq; 
The Hon. Francis Godolph in, 

Efq;' 
James Craggs, Efq; 
Hugh Bofcawen, Efq; 
Thomas Stanwix, Efq; 
James Stanhope, Efq; 
William Cowper, Efq; 
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Peter King, Efcj; 
Thomas Bere, Efq; 
Robert Burridge, Lfq; 
Sir.Wm. Phlppafd, Kt. 
Henry Henly, Efq; 
Anthony Henly, Efq; . 
Sit* John Cropley, Bart. 
Sir IfaacRebow, Knt. T 

Maynard Colchefter, Efq; 
Rich. Dowdefwell, Efq; 
The Right Hon. Thomaa 

Lord Coningfby 
George Sayer, Elq; 
The Hon. Charles Stanley, 

Efq; ' 

Ambiofe Pud fay, Efqj 
John Chaplain, Efqj 
Sir William Ellys, Bart. 
Richard Ellys, Efq; 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote, Knt. 
John Morgan, of Tredeo-ar, 

Efq;- 
Sir Charles Turner, Knt. 
Robert Walpole, Efq; 
Sir Thomas Littleton, Bart. 
The Hon. Sidney Wortley, 

alias Montague, Efq; 

The 
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The Hon. Charles Egertoa, 

Efq; * 

The Hon. Tho. Wcntworth, 
Efq; 

Sir Francis Blake, Knt. 

Sir Henry Liddall, Bart. 

William Carr, Efq; 

Emanuel How, Efq; 

Sir John Delaval, mrt. 

Sir William Huftler, Knt. 

Sir William Srrickland, Bt. 

William Jeffop, Efq; 

Sir Charles Hotham, Bt, 

William Lowther, Efq; 

John Pulteney, Efq; 

Matthew Aylmer, Efq; 

Samuel Ogle, Efq; 

Jonathan Hutchinfon, Efq; 

John Thornaugh, Efq; 

Sir Francis Molyneux, Bart* 

George Gregory, Efq; 

Sir Humphry Briggs, Knt. 

Sir William Forrefter, Knt. 

George Welde, Efq; . 

Robert Yate, Efq; 

Sir William Daines, Knt, 

> % dward Clark, Efq; 

George Balch, Efq; 

The Right Hon. Lord Wil- 
liam rawlet 

George Rodney Bridges, Efq; 

Anthony Morgan, Efq; 

Robert Mitchell, Efq; 

Thomas Dore, Efq; 

Paul Burrard, Efq; 

Richard Woolafton, Efq; 

The Right Hon. John Smith, 
Efq; 

Sir Michael Biddulph, Bart. 

John Crew OflW, Efq; 

Thomas Guy, Efq; 



The Hon, Spencer Compton, 

Efq; 
Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Knt. 
Sir Thomas Felton, Bart* 
Sir Richard Onflow, Bart, 
Charles Cox, Efq; 
John Cholmley, Efq; 
John Ward,* Efq; 
Sir Robert Clayton, Knt 
Stephen Harvey, Efq; 
Denzil Onflow, Efq; 
Thomas Onflow, Elqj 
Thomas Pelham, Efq; 
Sir Nicholas Pelham, Knt. 
Nathaniel Gould, Efq; 
Robert Eyre, Efq; 
Sir John Hawles, Knt. 
Sir James Alh, Bart. 
Thomas Jervoife, Efq; 
Edward Afti, Efq; 
William Monfon, Efq; 
James Montague, Efq; 
Charles Mompeflbn, Efq; 
William Welfli, Efq; 
Thomas Wylde, Efq; ' 
Charles Cocks, Efq; 
John Rudge, Efq; 
The Right Hon. William, 

Ld. Marquis of Harrington 
Sir Thomas Robinfon, Bart. 
Sir William St. Quintin, Bt. 
William Maifter, Efq; 
Chriftopher Stockdale, Efq; 
Philip Papillon, Efq; 
Sir Henry Furnefe, Knt. 
Sir Arthur Owen, Efq; 
Griffith Rice, Efq; 

In all -118 

Tellers for the Yea** 
Sir John Holland 
Sir Matthew Dudley 



A LIST 



i 



r *59 i 



A LIST of thtfe who vtidm 17029 again/1 agruingjwltbtho 
Lords Amndnunt to 4 Bilt % for the farther Security of tb$ 
Protejlant Succtjjion. 



Sir John Stonehoufe, Bart 
William Jennens, Efq; 
Thomas Renda, Efq; 
Sir Simon Harcourt, Knt. 

Solicitor-General 
Simon Harcourt, Efq; Aylef- 

bury 
Sir Henry Parker, Knt. 
Sir Samuel Garrard, Bart. 
Richard Crawley, Efqs 
Granado Pigott, Efq; 
The Hon. Arthur Annefley, 

Efq; 
Sir George Warburton, Bt. 
Sir Roger Moftyn, Bart. 
James Buller, Etfq; 
William Cary, Efq; 
The Right Hon. Henry Lord 

Hyde 
William Pole, Efq; 
Francis Scobell, Efq; 
Sir Henry Seymour, Bart. 
Alexander Pendarves, Efq; 
John Manley, Efq; 
George Granville, Efq; 
"Henry Fleraming, Efq; 
John Anftis, Efq; 
Sir Nicholas Morice, Bart. 
John Tredenham, Efq; 
Sir William Coryton, Bart. 
Sir Chriftopher Muferave, Bt. 
Richard Mufgrave, Efq; 
Chriftopher Mufgrave, Efq; 
John Curzon, Efq; 
Thomas Coke, Efq; 
John Harpur, Efq; 
Thomas Coulfqn, Efq; 
John Woolcom{j,*Efq; • 
Nicholas Hooper, Serjeant at 

Law 
Richard H^k. Efq; 

LI 



James Bulteel, Efq; 
Sir Thomas Lear, Bart; 
Richard Reynell, Efq; 
Frederick Heme, Efq; 
Thomas Strangeways, Efq; 
Thomas Chaffin, Efq; 
Nathaniel Napier, Efq; 
The Hon. Hen. Thynne,£fq; 
George St. Loe, Efq; 
Edward Nicholas, Efq; 
Richard Fownes, E(q; 
Sir Robert Eden, Bart, 
Sir Henry Bellafyfe, Knt. 
Thomas Cdnyers, Efq; 
Sir Charles Burington, Bt* 
WUliam Fytche, Efq; 
John Comyns, Efq; 
Right Hon. John How, E(q; 
Morgan Randyl, Efq; 
Thomas Gery, Efq; 
Henry St. John, Efq; 
Robert Byerly, Efa; 
The Right Hon. Lord Vif- 

count Bulkeley 
The Right Hon. Thomas 

Manfel, o/Margan, Efq; 
William Trye, Efq; 
Charles Cox, of Cirencefter, 
. Efq;. 

Henry Gorges, Eiq; 
Henry Cornwall, Efq; 
Ralph Freeman, Efq; 
John Gape, Efq; 
Charles Cafar, Efq; 
Richard Goulfton, Efq; 
Henry Lee, Efq; 
Edward Knatchbuil, Efq; 
William Cage, Efq; 
The Hon. Heneage Finch, 

Efq; 
Thomas Blifc, Eiq; 
2 Thomas 



Thbmas King, Efq; 
Richard Fleetwood, Efq; 
Robert HeWham, Efq; . 
John Ward, Efq; of Newton 
Thomas Leigh, Efq; of Lyme 
The Hon: John Verney, Efq; 
Sir George Beaumont, Bart. 
James Winftaniey, E/q; 
The Hon. Lewis Dymoke, 

Efq; 
Sir John Tborold, Knt. 
Sir Thomas Meres, Knt. 
Arthur Moore, Efq; 
The Hon. William Cecil, 

Efq; 
The Hon. Cha. Bertie, Efq; 
Hugh Smithfcn, Efq; 
Thomas Crofs, Efq; 
Sir Francis Chili, Knt. 
Thomas Blofield, Efq; 
Sir Jufttnian IJham, Bart. 
Francis Arundel, Efq; 
John James, Efq; 
William Lcvinz, Efq; 
Sir Robert Jenkinfon, Bt. 
William Bronzy, Efq; 
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Thomas Rawney, Efq; 
i Francis Norroys,' Efq; 
The Hon. Charles North, 

Efq;.. 
Richard Holford, Efq; 
Roger Owen, Efq; 
John Kynafton, Efq;. 
Richard Mytton, Efq;. 
Sir. Edward Ai&on, Bart. 
Nathaniel Palmer, Efq; 
Sir Francis Warr, Bart. 
Sir Thomas Wroth, Bart* 
Sir Jacob Banks, Knt. 
George Pitt, Efq; 
Henry Holmes, Efq; 
William Stephens, Efq* 
Francis Gwyn, Efq; 
Edward Bagot, Efq; . 
Jofeph Girdler, Serjeant at 

Law 
Sir Robert Davers, Knt. 

In all- 117 

Tellers for the No's 
Sir Willoughby Hickman, 

Knt. •-•**-, 
Richard Crawley, Efq; 



On looking over the names in the firft lift, you will perceive, 
that the defcendants of feveral of thofc gentlemen are not now 
in much efteem at Court. It is true, iome of them are, but 
not on that account ; rather becaufe their principles feem op- 
pofite to thofe of their forefathers. As that very interefting 
point was carried in favour of the prefent royal family by on* 
voice' only, it might be thought that fuch Angular merit 
would not have been forgotten in fixty or feventy years; that 
the defcendants of thofe noble patriots, who were not charge- 
able with difloyalty to the prefent family, or oppofition to 
lawful meafures or government, would not have been fofoon 
in difgrace. However, this hath adually happened, for no 
reafon, in my humble opinion, but for oppoimg meafures, 
fitniiar in many inftances/ thought not equal, to thole of 
James the Second. 

I am, Mr. Printer, now an old man* and have lived to 

fee many changes at Court ; but this i have always obferved r 

that Old England was never more happy at home, or more 

refpe&ed abroad* than under a Whig Adminifcation ; . and I. 

* • will 



I *6t 1 

will take upopr me to fejr, that our inte(kitoe divifitns a»i 
troubles have always been raifcd and fomented by the Tortus 
that the nation w*s, more or kfs, always unealy when they 
have been in power ; and with good reafon, for their p*i»- 
ciples are not only unfavourable, but deftrudive, to liberty t 
religious and civil ; witnefs (not to mention the prefent timet}: 
the four laft years of Queen Anne. 

The principles upon which the Revolution was taougjhfc 
about, are ftill the principles of the Wingi\ and on this ac- 
count, a particular regard was paid them during the whole 
reigns of George the Firft and Second ; their party- m» 
chiefly confided in, by thofe two excellent princes; and 
whenever their adverfaries . forced themfelves into places <£ 
truft in the ftate, to retain them, they were obliged to a& 
upon JVhiggtfi) principled. I (hall conclude this letter with aa 
anecdote not commonly known, bfct which may be depended 
upon ; it was told by the late Sir Arthur Owen, Bait, to 
an intimate friend of mine, from whom I received it. 

On the memorable day that the Hanover Succeffion Bill 
paffed the Houfe of Commons, Sir Arthur Owen, Bait* 
Representative for the County of Pembroke, and Griifida 
Rice, Efq; Representative m Parliament for the County of 
Carmarthen, accidentally met in the lobby ; the leading men 
then in the Adminiftration being of Tory principles* and aw> 
friends to the Hanover Succeffion, as they could not diiobey 
the command of the King, (William III.) they, intended t* 
render his defigns abortive; accordingly they brought om 
the debate early, when the majority of their own friends were 
prefcnt, to whojh it is moft probable they had imparted their 
intentions. ' / 

When the Houfe was about to divide, a gentleman ob- 
ferving that there was a feeming majority again ft the bid, 
told the Heufe that this was an infamous proceeding ; and 
judging there might be fume members near at hand, imme- 
diately ran out, and faw Sir Arthur Owen and Mr. Rice, 
walking carelefsly in the lobby, he addreflfed them with fome. 
vehemence, with " Gentlemen, what do you mean, to ftajr 
here, when the Hanover Succeffion Bill is going to be throws* 
out of the Houfe ?" " When I heard that, fald Sir Arthur, 
I made but .one ftep into the Houfe, and my voice made the 
number 117 for the bill; Mr, Rice, with great gravity, 
coming in after me, had the honour of giving thecafting vote 
in favour of the Hanover fucceffion : had it not been to 
the warmth of my zeal, being then a young man, this honour 
would have been mine ; for, as Mr. Rice was my fenior, 1. 
•night have followed him into the Houfe," 
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* Sir William Owen, Bart; Repnefentativc for the ' Bbroti^fc 
•f Pembroke, Is the fon 5 and Hugh Owen, Efq; Repte- 
Tentative for the County of Pembroke, is the grandfon or Sir 
Arthur Owen ; George Rice, Efq; a descendant of the 
Princes of South Wales, whofe paternal eftates he now 
enjoys, fon-in-law to Earl Talbot, and Rerprefentative for 
the County of Carmarthen, is, I think, the grand fon 6f 
Griffith Ricej Efq-, and I have been informed, that George 
the Second was his godfather. v 

You (hall very foon hear again from 
Your's, &c. 

A Friend to the 'Revolution \ 

P. S. If I am not greatly miftaken, Sir Arthur Owen was 
one of the gentlemen who were fent into Holland, when 
the Engltfh folicited the affiftance of the Dutch againft the 
, arbitrary meafures of James the Second ; as an hoftage for 
the pergonal fecurity of the Prince of Orange, and a pledge 
of the fincerity with which the nation applied for afliftance. 

An authentic and full Account of all the Proceedings on the En" 
auiry into the Condutt of — Eyre, Efq ; Recorder *f the 
City of London, in refufmg to attend the Lord Mayor* AI- 
aermen 9 and Commons of this City 9 with their bumble Ad- 
drefsy Remonjlrance and Petition to his Maje/ly. 

*HE lord-mayor having iflued the following fummoro fee 
each of the common councilmen ; 

"SIR, 
tc You are defired to be at a court of common-council at 
%€ Guildhall, in your Gown, on Thurfday next, at eleven 
€C o'clock in the forenoon* being the 27th day of September, 
f< 1770. W. Cotton. 

c< N. B. In conformity to a refolution of the laft com- 
M mon council the conduct of Mr, Recorder is to be taken 
" into confideration. The lord-mayor will take the chair 
-** precifely at twelve.'* 

Accordingly on that day a common-council was holden at 
Guildhall, when the lord-mayor opened the court with a 
fpeech in whjjch he informed them, that the matters which 
he underftood to be intended for their confideration at that 
* time were about the difpofal of the place of city-marfhal, and 
the conduct- of the recorder : That fince the recorder was 
prefent, he hoped they would proceed firft on his bufinefo : 
And concluded with faying he was now ready to ruear any 
fnoxion. When the lord-mayor had fini&ed, there was a 

filencc 
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fileace of two or three minutes* Mr. Harlejr, Mr. Recorder* 
Jko* Jmilcd. At laft Mr. Freeman rofe and faid~My lard, 
there is nothing at prefent before the court. The gentleman 
who made a motion on this bufincfs at the laft common- 
cil is now abfent. 

Upon which there was a loud laugh by Mr. Harley, &c. ■ 
One of the common-council-men cried out from one of 
the back feats — My Lord, the bufincfs we come here about 
is very weJl known. — After which there was again a filence 
of about a minute, when Mr. Hurford rofe and faid, he hoped 
fome of the worthy, aldermen who were prefent in the court 
of aldermen when Mr. Recorder declared his refufal to at- 
tend the lord-mayor, aldermen, and commoh-cpuncil of the 
city of ]London with their Addrefs, Petition, and Remon- 
firance to his Majefty, would now give the court fome ac- 
count of that matter. x 

- Mr, Alderman Tewnjbend. " I will endeavour to repeat to 
the court as exactly as 1 can recollect, what paffed on that 
occafion. The late lord mayor, Mr. Beckford, at the court 
of aldermen, aiked Mr. Recorder whether ^he might expeft 
Mr. Recorder's attendance to St. James's with the addrefs, 
petition, and remonftrance qf the city of London, that he 

. might be provided in cafe of Mr. Recorder's refufal. Mr. 
Recorder (aid he was glad the lord mayor had by his queftion 
gifen Mr. Recorder an opportunity to fpeak his mind \ tho*, 
added the recorder, if I had not been called upon, I fhould 
have taken an opportunity to have given your lord&ip notice 

-that I will not attend that addrefs. The late lord mayor re- 
plied, Sir, Do you then take upon you to determine what 
part of your duty you will perform, and what part you will 
jiot ? I iuppofe when the time comes that we are to go up 
with a congratulatory addrefs on the delivery .of the queen, 
you will be ready enough to go up with that ? Mr. Recorder 
anfwered, I will not go up with this ; and when the time 
comes which you mention, I will then tell you what I will 
do. 

Mr. Alderman Wilket. I can bear feftimony to what the 
worthy alderman has related ; and I believe he has neither 
added nor omitted any circumftance. 

Mr. Alderman Town/bend. " It will be a fatisfaftion to 

. me, if Mr. Recorder will be pleafed to inform the court 

, whether I have faithfully related what paffed on that oc- 

\ cafion." 

, Mr. Recorder. " What the gentleman has faid, he has 
jelated very nearly as it paffed." 

Juft 




Juft st this mimrte Mr, Deputy Paterfon came in gvdft 

£ftffce ittto live ctonrt, and immediately ttHrtiSng hitnfelf tfr 
the court, faid — " I congratulate myfelf^ and think myfetf 

-very happy, that by mere accid&it (for I affure yea it is 
merely by accident) I am come into this, court when five 
common council are going to debate on this fubjeft ; beciufe 
k » proper for me, who am a lawyer, to inform you, that 
this court has no power to determine on Mr. Recorder. If 
this court has any complaint to make agamft Mh Recorder* 
k can do nothing ; it c«n only complain* to the court of al- 
eermenv and even the court of aldermeh's determination 
againft Mr. Recorder will not be final} but Mr. Recorder 
feay remove it before lord Mansfield in the court of King's 

-Bench. The court of King's Bench is the beft knd moft 
proper place for all thefe matters. I am happy to have come 
in juft at this moment by accident." 

Mr. Aldtrman Oliver. a However the worthy deputy may 
congratulate hitnfelf, the common council have no .great rea- 
-- fell to congratulate themfelves on receiving futh information 
from one of their members. The prefent queftton is not 
about tbe puaUhment of Mr. Recorder \ it will be time enough 
for thatgentleman to v agitate the matter when fuch a qoeftion 
ftall come forward, and he will fiffd difficulty enough to 

Maintain his pofitions. At prefent all we have heard ftoia 
the worthy deputy tends only tomiflead us from thequefti>n y 
and amufe us/' 

Mr. AUUrman Wilkn. " Mr* Recorder having been 
eharged with thisrefufal, and having acknowledged it, Ide- 
fire that Mr. Recorder may withdraw, that his prefence may 
aot prevent the Compliments which will be paid on the one 
band to his abilities, learning, and integrity, nor interrupt^ 
the freedom of debate, and the cenfure which it may oh the 
other hand be thought proper to pafs on his conduS on this 
©ccafion." 

1 Mr. tiuarier. " Sir, I am not charged with any thing* 
Any individual of a court (landing up and bringing an accuK 

> fat ion agaihft me, is not a charge. I (hall never think my- 
fetf bound to get up — I owe too much to the dignity of my 
office/ to get up and aftfwer every complaint that may be 
fuggefted by the wanton imagination of every member of this 
coutt. It is now no more than the private accufation of a 
private man : whenever I am called upon in private by a 
gentleman, I (hall be ready to give an anfwer as a man of 
honour^ but here I thuft be called upon by the court." 

Mr. Ataman Najb.' " To be fure there is no charge 4t 
prefent againft Mr. Recorder : Tbere can be none, unlefs 

thr 
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the court hstd determined upon fome queftion. There is no 
queftion before the court. 

Mr. Alderman Wilkes. ^ My lord mayor, complaint hav- 
iag been made by a member of this court, that Mr. Recor- 
der did refufe to attend the lord mayor, aldermen, and com* 
mons of this city with their humble addrefs, remonftrance 
^nd petkioC. to his majefty— I move, <ft that it appears to 
<c this court that the recorder did refufe. to attend the lord 
44 mayor, aldermen, and commons of this city with their 
44 humble addrefs, remonftrance, and petition to his ma- 
44 jefty." ' . 

This motion being feconded by Mr. Alderman Oliver, the 
queftion was put, and the fame was unanimously refolved 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Alderman Wilkes. 44 I defire now that Mr. Recorder 
mav make his defence/' 
\ Mr* Recorder. " I am only charged by an individual." 

Mr. Alderman Wilkes. " I move then that Mr. Recorder 
He tailed up$n to make his defence." 

: Mr.. Pater/on. I think that would be very improper. 
Mr. Recorder is not yet found guilty. The motion, I think, 
would be more proper, if Mr. Recorder be defired to give the 
ReafonSi why he did not attend." 

Mr. Beardmore. I do not well underftand wh3t the worthy 
deputy means. Defence is always made before the perfon is 
found guilty in all the courts I ever heard of; except indeed 
in the houfe of commons, where a worthy alderman on tha 
trench knows by his own experience, that men are fometimes 
found guilty and fentence pafied upon them, without their 
being permitted to make any defence at all. As the worthy' 
deputy did once find ways and means to get into that ho x ufe, 
perhaps he means to introduce^ fuch cuftoms here. It has 
been- refolved by this court, and acknowledged by Mr. Re- 
corder himfelf, that he did refufe to attend : 1 defire therefore 
the motion may be, that Mr. Recorder he called upon to an* 
fwer why he did not attend." 
. The queftion was then put, " that Mr. Recorder be now 
called upon to give his reafons why be did not attend." The 
fame was refolved in the affirmative. 
-. On which Mr. Recorder then arofe, and made his defence 
in the following words : 

44 My Lord Mayor, 

44 I thought it a duty I owed to myfelf, and to the rank 
Which I have the honour to hold in this aflembly, not to fub-. 
imifr'to be-called upon by any one or two individual members, 
of this court, to anfwer to any-thing which they, in the 
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tfrantonnefe of their imagination, (ball think fit ' to throw tot 
.. a& a charge upon the lift Law-k^K** and <wb o* thb 
principal Magistrates of the Co*PoaATi<w>--4fthc 
court is plcafed to give fo- much countenance to what the 
gentlemen call a charge, as to think thafc I ought to ferter 
into an explanation ormy conduct, mjr refpc& for the cetrt 
will lead me to give f£fi» an a&fwer, and 1 hope^t will be a 
. fcuisfa&oryone. 

I aim required to gwe my reaibn foi ftefufingtQ attend on 
> the preferring of your Jlddrefsy Petition* and. JbaatTi/fowmxy to 
His Mojejly. 

My reafous were thefe. I was of opinion that your addcefs, 
petition, and remonftrance, in the mawer in wbiih it we* 
pentied, was a Libel upon bis Majefty* to which it would h*v« 
been contrary to the duty of my office to have given the lead 
countenance : and I could not officially prefent a libel to* his 
npajefty mithout making royfelf a principal in the guilt .of 
' thata&. 

I cannot conceive that this court can want to be informed 
of the reafons of my conduct on this occafion, as it camot 
be forgot, that I openly declared toy opinion of the language 
. of the addrefs, both in the Cwmittee and in this Cturt; foe 
though I might be miftaken in that opinion, j( having no pre-% 
tendons to infallibility) yet having that opinio*** and havings 
as it was my duty, declared it to you, it was impeffible foe 
me to take any part in the farther prafecution of the meafine. 

As a Lawyer* as a mor^l Man, and a Man ofihntur* coald 
I, againft my judgment, and againft the convi&ion of my 
own mind, concur in an a& which appeared to mi: to b* 
* $riminal? . . 

And can any man conceive, that it fhouW be the Du9pio£ 
my Office to join in fuch an acl f— Corporate capacities asd 
.relations, and the duties whidh arife out of the&V*tipa& 
lawful Mis only ; and fuch lawful ads only a$ are ttf-a impa- 
ir ate Nature, and are ftridtiy within the powers vetted in the 
corporation. To thefe purpofes you are a courtof eonmon 
council, and I am your recorder.: if you exceed your powers, 
tjie relation between us is »diffolved j we become that infant 
mere individuals > we a& as fuch, and. muft aniwe<.«ri*Di- 
«.a)ly for our conduct without any diftin&ion of char a&er or 
oHice. It would be extravagantly abfurd to fuppofe* that 
you could impofe a duty upon me as. an officer, which, ypu 
could no* protect me in the difcharge of. ., It wiU not b* left 
afclurd to fuppofe, that you could pro^eci ip$ as an <&cer» 
for the^r* / Jheuld take in your ojfcoce* &t%.y0w:fttm<itf^ 
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with aftotfcfhment I find* that any mam can wiflf to 
pttfifucb a Duty ifpon me; 

. . What effects may not party rage produce, when it can re- 
<Coiicilc a Znv of Liberty > and a generous concern for the 
rights of the fubjeft, which this court has always ex'preflcd, 
«fid I am perfuaded has always felt, with {ofiavijh and fo'/y- 
rannical a principle* as thai which attempts to fiibdue a liberal 
Windr? which endeavours to drive a man, by the ex rtion of 
authority, into an affive fubmiffioA to meafures againft hit 
Judgment and his Confcience* and would fain oblige hini to 

tnfuit his Prince* and to violate the Laws of hi* Country ? 
> But I ought not, it feems, to fet up my private opinion 
tgauift the judgment and determination of the court. ' When 
you judge of matters within your province, and of which you 
*re competent judges, your determination &aU conclude my 
private opinion. — Upon queftions of prudence and difcretfon 
the decihon of a majority ought to bind the whole : —there is 
m other ftandard ; hit can you put the Law of the Land to the 
vote? and will a Libel ceafe to be a Libel becaufe you* vote it 
an Humble Petition f With the ftrongeft drfpofition to defer, 
upon all occafions, to the better judgment of the common 
council, I cannot bring myfelf to think, that a majority, 
upon a queftion of mere legal Confederation (of which, with 
fubmiffion, they are not quite fo competent judges as I afh, 
though they may be very hbneft and very wife men j) \ fay, 
I cannot bring myfelf to think, that a majority ought to 
over-rule my judgment, much lefs determine my condudfc 
againft my opinion :— nor can I believe, that the conftitutiou 
of the city placed a law-officer fo near to this chair, and 
bound him by the Obligation of an Oath to give you good and 
yvife Court/el, without intending, that you (hall pav i'ornt at- 
tention to his advice, inftead of out-voting him. There was 
more colour for a complaint on my fide, that you had haftiiy 

- committed the Honour of the City of London, in a ralh meafure, 
fcgau&ft the advice of a fworn officer, whofe opinion ought to 
have fame weight, than for an accufation, charging, that I 
refilled to a£t a doubh, an inconfiJlenU and an unworthy part* 
by concurring in fueh a meafure againft my declared opinion. 
No man could have conducted himfelf, in a necejary oppo- 
sition to your wifhes, with more moderation, or with, more- 

vCtutfon, to avoid giving offence. — I have always endea- 
voured to cultivate a good underftanding with the court of 
eeffimort council : I refpeftthe character with which the 
jnemoert-of it are invefted ; and I have great perfonal regard 
for many, to whom 1 have the honour to be known. I have 
always laboured to facilitate their bufinefs, and to make my- 
* Mm 2 i*H 
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fclf ufeful to them, I was heartily concerned,, fbftt I could 
not concur with the court: but it always' has beeri, and it 
always /ball be> .'my firft obje£l, to do what I think my duty* I 
cofc tented myfelf, however, with declaring to you, as waj . 
my duty, my opinion of your addrefe j and. with apprizing 
your late mayor of the neceflary conference of that opiniqn s 
that 1 could not attend him to the foot of the throne. , , 

I fubmitted to all the abufe'which I was loaded with upoq : 
thefe accounts :— • I took no pains to juftify my opinion to the , 
World, b.ecaufe, in jujlifying myfelf r , I muft havp ' accufed yoti 5 , 
arid that, without a neceflary call, like the prefent, 1 wifhed 
not to do. It was of importance that you ifhould have been 
right, both for the Honour of the City, which, as I. have al- 
ready 'obferved, was 'committed, and for the fuccefs of tKc 
caufe in which you were engaged, which, in my opinion, 
has fuffered exceedingly from the late violent meafures r 

When the people' fet themfelves tor oppofe Irregularities in 
government, they ought to be ftriclly regular themfelves ; 
otherwife they ftrengthen the hands of thofe whom they wifli 
-to oppofe, and fix upon themfelves the grievances which they 
wjfh to remove. You think differently upon this fubjeft, but 
I believe I am right.' jEvery moderate man, who wifhes to 
preferve forr.e government among us, rather than throw every, 
thing into confufion, has felt and acknowledged the neceffity 
pf detaching himfelf from a party who arc capable of proceed- 
ing to fuch extremities. \ 
The policy of your conduct, however, was not my con- 
tern ; 1 was concerned for the Honour of the City of London 
and of this Court, which appeared to me to be precipitated, 
by the intemperate zeal of its leaders, into very rafb and re;- 
prehenfible meafures. 

' I wi(h I could now (after having had time to think upon 
tWs fubje£t) fee reafon to fay that my opinion was ill found- 
ed ; I would moft chearfully acknowledge it: T fliould re- 
joice in the opportunity it afforded me of vindicating the ho- ' 
nour of this court — but upon the fulleft confid'eration of the . 
matter, .and judging of it by thofe rules of law, which (from 
the year 1696 down to the introduction of the modern theory 
of libels within thefe laft twenty years) have eftablifhed the 
meafure of obedience,, refpeft, and reverence due* to govern- 
ment, and more efpecially to the Perfon of the King, as the 
firji Magiftrate, I remain of opinion, that your Jddrefs> Pe- 
titmi, and Remonflrance, in the manner in which it was penned^ 
was- libellous,' unconftitutiorial, and criminal. 

It has been fuggeftetf, and I have no doubt but that, after 

1 *am, in obedience to the wilhes of the honourable ajderman, 

* v ': ' with* 
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withdrawn, it will be again imputed to me, that this opinion of 
mine is political ; that I have indirect views in maintaining. 
it ; and in the part which I found myfelf ob}iged to take upon 
it. While I was fpeaking, the word Chancellor reache d my 
ear. 

Mr. Alderman Townfhend, cc I beg permiflion; my lord* 
mayor, to interrupt Mr. Recorder for one moment. Mr* . 
Recorder has faid, " he heard fomebody mention the word 
Chancellor" and he looked this way with an apparent mean- . 
ing. The imputation may fall on feveral. It would be a 
very great reflection on any man to have whifpered fuchji, . 
thing at this time, and a molt ridiculous abfurdity at any 
time to have joined the two names, Recorder and Chancellor,. 
together. Were they ever joined together in any man's con-, 
ceitbut Mr. Recorders t I cannot think they ever were ; it . 
is really too much, too extravagant to be imagined ; there- 
fore if Mr. Recorder did hear it, I hope he will inform the 
<ourt who faid it." 

Mr. Recorder. It is impoflible forme, in this confufioxu 
to fay who faid it. 

Mr. Jlderman Town/end. c< Did Mr. Recorder hear it, qy 
did he not?" ' 

Mr. Recorder. cc It is impoflible for me to fay abfolutely 
in this confufxon ; but I thought 1 heard it. — I will take this 
opportunity to explain myfelf upon that head. Were I dif r 
pofed to facrifice my opinions to views of ambition or intcreft, 
I have lived long enough in the world to know the neareft way 
to honour and preferment : I would take the high road of op- 
pofition j I would have been one of the raoft aftive Men at the 
London Tavern \— I would have bought Freeholds^ to entitle m$ 
tojign Petitions ; and, to crown all, I would pay no Land-tax : 
then, I have no doubt, I might have worn forae of thofe 
honours, which other gentlemen are graced with — But I $m 
not difpofed to make fucH a facrifice— I have been many yean 
in this- office, and a Very laborious one I have found it; 
Hitherto there are ho appearances of any undue influence 
upon my mind : I am content to remain a private man : aH 
I defire is to have Liberty to retain my Opinions^ and not to 
be forced to think with the court of common-council, upoa 
great and cflferttial Points of Law and the Conjlitution. 

To fliew that it was my Duty to have attended your 
addrefs,' the oath, which was adminiftered to me, when I 
entered' upon my office, has been read ; though itfhould now 
fall' of that end, it has, however, already anfwered. the pur r ' 
pofe intended to be effected, by an uncandid circulation of ft 
two months after the tranfadtion, at the end of a recefs, when 
nothing could be done upon it for fix weeks or two months to 

come : 
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. rome : during all which time the curious worl3 Were to huff 

Jt&emfelvcs with conjectures touching the nature of the Perjjirg 9 

which the Record** had been guilty of* * * 

According to the oath* I am to be i eady u to come at th$ 
^Warning of the Mayor and the Sheriff's^ to give good and wife 
u Counfely and to ride and go with them upon all qccaQons* 
44 when need (ball be, to maintain the State of the CStv f * 
, Tfee.laft branch of the fentence plainly, refers to the p rp- 
^effiptf* upon folemn days, when the State of the £ity, Jjai 
is, the Lord Mayor, the Aldermen, the City Officers^" a$4 
^tbe Companies aro called- out. „ J„ t 

The oath of the Recorder is of a mucjb fiUer date tfian ^ip 
jarefent eftabUfhmcnt of the common-council. "The cocqoiQft- 
council was, I believe, eftablifbed fprhe hundred years before 
they began |o prefent «ddrefles : their a'ddrefles were v or'tgi? 
ually* fent by deputations or committees, when I prefumetbe 
Recorder was deftrei not commanded, to give his affiftance, 
as it if the practice at this day with regard to all other com- 
mittees. 

I b?vc no idea that there ts any authority any where to 
ttaft the attendance of any officer or member ox the court 
upon voluntary pilgrimages to St. James's when the intereft of 
the Body Corporate is not immediately and directly concerned^ 

But fuppofe the attendance upon the common -council ,to 
he within the oath, what fort of eafuiftry mirft that be, which 
extends the obligation of the oath (an obligation to giv^good 
4tnd wife counfel* and to ride and go when needjhall be to main* 
tain the State of the city) to a cafe in which the good and wife 
tounftl which I have given was not to ride and go ? That thert 
was no need— -that it would not maintain the State of the city, 
tmt difgrace it. 

But further, when I was of opinion that fuch Riding and 
Qoing was not only tmadvifed, but unlawful and crimwal^Wk 
fee oath to be extended to fuch a cafe ? Is it hot one of the 
firft principles of Ethics, that an oath cannot impofe an obli- 
gation to dp an unlawful act ? 

'• Suppofe the court were gravely to refolve to prefent their 
next remonftfance at the head of the Six Regiments : after I 
ha3 humbly advifed you not to ride and go upon that bufiriefc, 
woujd my oath oblige me to make one of fuch a party, and to 
go and be hanged with your Iprdfhip and the reft of the court? 
Y ;1 am fworn to be faithful to his Majefty and to the City of 
L&itdon f in the office or Recorder, it' thefe duties fhoulq 
$[a&, the firft is the fuperiot, and muftT>e obeyed. 
* Little as the oath of office has to do with theqtfeftion nov¥ 
before the court, I am not forry that I have been reminded of 
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it, even in the invidious way which* has been taken to refrefk 
my mtipory. I hope I ffaall be the better for it ; I hope # 
more general benefit will artfe, and that k will put other 
gentlemen upon looking back to their oaths*— oaths ofstk- 
{tan&> oaths of office /—aldermen, jkeriffi, common-council-* 
men, are aU fworn to attend their duty, as well as the 
recorder. 

If a much more trivial exenfe than that which I have urgci 
for my refufal to attend, ought not to be received ,— what a 
load of guilt will be thrown upon the confeience of ahaeft 
every 'man who bears mew. I have known aldermen abfient 
frdm all duty for years together* :— — I have known a 
common-council man not come within theft wails, m pdei 
times, from one St. TbomasVday to another. I have know* 
Jberiffs ibfent themfelves from their duty, when it was conve- 
nient to them to be in the country.— If I am to be cenfureA 
for k breach of my oath, I hope I may prevail that n* whoii 
innocent may caft the firft ftonc, 

I {hall trouble your Jordftup and the court with very frttfe 
more.— I repeat that I am truly concerned, that a cafe fhotxlB 
have arifen in which it became my duty to refifft i& concur 
officially with the court of common-council : I wlfl* to co- 
operate cordially with you in all your meafures :— For feven 
yetrs and a half I have given you proof of this dtfpo&ion % 
after which it ought not to be lightly fnfpe&ed.— But I eao- 
not nibmit to adt againft my judgment and confeience: I havb 
nd conception, that you have a right to exalt fo fevert 
a fervice from your recorder. If you have, all t can fity 
further, is, that you never (hall exalt it from me : I wiU be 
the (ervant of the city, but I will be the Have of no man* 
hor of any fet of men : I came into this office an independent 
man, and fo I will leave it. I fhould be glad to be upon 
good terms with the court of common-council:— but I will never 

fifchafe their favour upon conditions which, upon refie&Loa, 
ftould be alhamed of. 

Mr. Recorder then withdrew. 

' Mr. Alderman Harley. My lord-mayor, thecity of London 
haye always had men of the firft eminence in the law for. their 
recorder : if you come to call them to account in this raanajrr* 
What man of honour or eminence will ever ferve you here- 
after ? 1 honour the recorder for his fpirit, and the mere* 
becaufe it correfponds with my own. I am of the feme opi- 
nion with Mr, Recorder : I always have faid fo, and will 
always be ready to declare it. What, will this court 
be cruel enough to go to be angry with a man for a matter ol" 
<{pjnion ? Mr. Recorder has told you he thought you were. 
$w$ illegally : could he then, as a man of honour and £ 

gentleman* 
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gentleman, Attend you after that ? I did not go up with you 

myfelf for the fame reafon." 

Mr. Alderman Townfcnd. u No man can rife with more 
tmeafmefs than I'do to cenfure a condu& of this nature in fa 
capital an officer of the city of London, as the Recorder. I 
hoped when I came into court that we fliould have heard fome- 
thing from Mr. Recorder which might have palliated or apo- 
logized for his condu&, and by that means have foftened the 
juft refentment of this great city. I am fincerely forry for 
my difappointment. By the commendations bellowed on 
Mr. Recorder's fpirir$ as it is called by the right honourable/ 
alderman, becaufe it correfponds with his own, I am afraid 
Mr. Recorder continues ftill to liften to fome evil privy- 
council, that council which has lately duped fo many alder- 
men, and made them the inftrumentsof their own difgrape, for 
the fole emolument of the giver. I (hall not inflame this 
court by noticing the inve&ives of Mr. Recorder, either per* 
festally againft myfelf or again ft the citizens of London and 
the members of the common council, bringing a general 
charge of perjury againft us all ; which he has not infinuated, 
but exprefsly urged againft every man in his corporate capa- . 
city. I (hall confine myfelf to that part of his fpeech which 
aims at a defence of his own condudt : Recrimination, were 
it more juft than Mr. Recorder's, is no defence,«--Mr, Re- 
corder fays, that be advifed this court againft their addrefe* 
remonftrance and petition : So far he adted confidently with, 
his duty, if he fpoke his unbiased fentiments and his real dpi-. 
nion ; but having given his opinion, the judgment remained 
with us ; and he was bound to acquiefce and to ad under it. 
But he fays he was out-vbted ! and makes it a ftrange thing,, 
a wonder. Could it have been imagined that Mr. Recorder 
would have come here, and told us to our faces that we only 
meet to regifter his ed lis ! He fays, if he had attended, he 
fhould have been liable to be profecuted for a libel. I do. 
affirm diredly the contrary ; and that no fervant or officer of 
a court ispunifhable for ading officially under the orders of 
that court whofe officer he is : With as much reafon might 
your clerk refufe to record your proceedings when contrary 
to his opinion. I fee fome gentlemen here, old and able 
pra&itioners in the law, Mr. Recorder's friends, I call upon 
them to declare how the law ftands in this cafe. We often 
hear a great talk abbut licentioufnefs, and anarchy and con- 
fufion, what can lead to it more dire&ly than to leave every 
inferior officer of a court to fet up his private opinion againft 
the judgment of the court itfelf ? 

In. 



So regard to what Mr. Recorder fays about oaths, I mult 
dbferve to your lordfliio, that the. charge agaihft Mr. Re- 
corder k not for a neglect, but for an abfolute refufal to dif- 
fcharge his oath ; had he been abfent, hd might have had a 
lawful, a reafonable excufe for his abfence ; but this was aij 
abfolute, obftinate, contumacious refufal ; he faid be would 
pot attend-~He (ays the attending this addrefs was no part of 
tbe ftate, and that the addrefc itfelf was no part of the bufinefa 
*>f th$ city, but that it was a voluntary pilgrimage of the 
Court of comrnon-council tp St. James's. Jf by pilgrimage 
Mr. Recorder means that we went upon an hopelefs errand, it 
is true, in that fenfe it was a pilgrimage, and perhaps the HI 
fuccefs of it may ferve to wean us henceforward from a fuper- 
ftitioua veneration which over- religious people are apt to enter* 
tain for their faint. But what more folemn a6t could tbii 
court do than that of carrying to the foot of the throne th* 
grievances and complaints of the people. Mr. Recorder 
himfelf acknowledges, that if it was thebufioefsof thecity, he 
ihoirid be bound to attend. Now it is a notorious fad, an<$ 
your town-clerk, who is now prefent, can witnefs it, that 
when we went to St. James's with the congratulatory addiel* 
On thje birth of a princefs, Mr. Recorder attending in his 
robes, claimed, demanded, and infilled on it as his right. 
the right of his office, to attend and to read the addrefs ; and 
hirnfelf took from the hands of Sir James Hodges, the town- 
clerk, that addrefs which the late lord-mayor had given to 
the town- clerkj becaufe of Mr. Recorder's refufal on the 
former occafion. If then it was Mr. Recorder's right to react 
it, it was his duty too : duty and right in this place are con* 
vertible terms. It was a right of office he claimed. HcW 
Will he make a diftin&ion between his duty with a petitioning 
and with a Congratulatory addrefs ? Havq not the citizens ac- 
leaft as good a right to petition as to congratulate ? If con- 
gratulation is bufinefa of the city, petition is more fo> a much 
more ferious and more folemn bufinefa. The one is only a 
matter of form and compliment, the other of neceflity and 
importance. If the ftate and dignity of the city are concerned 
in Mr. Recorder's attendance on the compliment, furely for 
an, hundred .obvious reafons they were much more concerned 
in thf other. To kings as to God fa thorough courtier will 
not be difpleafed with fo much of the parallel} there are two 
parts of our duty,— prayer and thankfgiving.— — ~Mr. Re* 
corder is. not fingular in his choice ; the 1 numerous Scotch, 
and the few English addreficrs, with every fycophant iri and 
about St. James's* have long declared the latter the .more de- 
%>!,« VII, N n lightfut, 



( m y 

lightful, and it has been found to be the more acceptable fart 
of our duty. 

Mr. Recorder talks of the common-council befieging the 
king in his palace, and compares a&ual rebellion to the 
peaceable, humble, legal petition and remonftrance of grie- 
vances : does he expe& we fhould reafon ferioufly on that pare 
of his argument ? It is too abfurd to deferve an anfwer. 
—But what is the ftrongeft part of his j unification ? 
he tells us, modeftly enough, that we are all libel- 
lers of our king and the government s men a&ing in di- 
re6l oppofition to all law ; and it would, he fays, hav« 
been not only difgraceful but dangerous to him to have been 
jfeen in our company. Are we, becaufe Mr. Recorder calls 
us libellers, to retradl our former opinions without any other 
reafon, and to fign our. own condemnation ? What has 
Mr. Recorder to fupport his illegal aflertion, that we are all 
libellers ? — Judges have been cenfured and punifhed for calling 
petitioners in fimilar cafes, libellers. 

If it were true that our petition were a libel, there are Uws 
to punifli libels ; and no man can doubt the inclination of 
our prefent abandoned adminiftration to make examples ot us. 
Now, let us confider, what fteps did they take to bring us to 
punishment ? They knew it was impoflible to do k by th« 
laws : the laws were ftrongly in our favour : they reforted to 
the houfe of commons, the old refort of corrupt and corrupt- 
ing minifters when law fails them, and an illegal afi is to be 
committed fafely : they intended and had prepared to impeach 
the late lord- mayor, your lordfhip, and fome other members 
of this court ; but even there the injuftice was too great to go 
down, the attempt was found to be too hazardous, and their 
cowardice made them abandon the defign. If then his ma- 
jefty's minifters, with the affiftance of the crown lawyers, and 
without any apprehenfion of a want of complaifance.in the 
chief juftice of the king's-bench ; if, vyith all thefe ad van* 
tages, they have not been able legally to charge us with being 
libellers, (hall we at this time give credit to Mr. Recorder's 
bare aflertion ? I am forry to fay, that, by the unfkilfulnefs 
of Mr. Recorder's defence, (not to call it by a harfher name) 
he has reduced us to this dilemma. 

We muft either condemn this court, and with them the 
whole city of London ; or we muft condemn and punifh hiou 
He has himfelf told you in fo many words, " that if he juf- 
tified himfelf he muft condemn you." 
: Mr. Paterfon. " I do not deny its being a part of Mr. Re- 
corder's duty to attend the addrefies of the city ; and I muft 
allow that an officer is punifliable for not afting officially 
under the orders of the court whofc officer he is/' 

Mr. 
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Mr. Signal Potter then took his text in form, and preached 
* long fermon on thefe words : Pluck the beam out of thine own 
eye, and then Jhah thou fee clearly to pull the mote out of thy 
brother** eye. At Which the common-council gaped, but did 
not feem to be much edified. 

' Mr. Alderman Oliver. <c The gentleman who fpoke laft 
has given us a very good fermon to be fure, but fomewhat of 
the Tongeft * 1 think I have heard it before, and that not 
many Sundays ago. But, my lord, we have a queftion before 
us, and I hope your lordftip will keep gentlemen to the 
queftion ; for fhould we become a company of preachers, an,d 
each confume only half as much time as the laft, we fhould 
not be able to decide on any audi ion as long as there is one 
point of divinity left to difcufs." 

Mr. Major. " My lord, it feems to me that the ftrongeft 
part of Mr. Recorder's defence has been omitted. I longed 
to hear it come from fome abler mouth ; but fince it has not 
come from any other mouth, my lord, it muft come from my, 
mouth. The king's ajnfwer to that addrefs, my lord, juU 
tifies Mr. Recorder. My lord, if we condemn the recorder, 
we condemn the king. My lord, it does not become good 
fubje&s, and God forbid that I fhould con trad i& the king." 

Mr. Alderman Kirkman. " My lord, though I did not 
approve of the addrefs, I cannot pretend to juftify the re- 
corder's conduA. His opinion it was his duty to give ; but 
having given it, it was his duty to obey. If his advice and 
counfel muft needs be followed, it ceafes to be advice, my 
lord ; it becomes command. Mr. Recorder has a double 
duty— to counfel and to aft. They are very diftin& offices. 
His counfel is his own, his a&s are thofe of the corporation, 
they are merely official. He muft give no advice which he 
does not approve ; but it may be his duty to do many a&$ 
which he does not approve. If Mr. Recorder will do nothing 
but what he chufes ; if the corporation muft do nothing but 
what he approves, he is no longer their officer ; he is their 
commander." 

Mr. Alderman Harley. " Mr. Recorder has put his defence 
upon honour and confeience. He is a gentleman and a man 
of honour, and I hope and believe, that every one in this 
place ? who is a gentleman and a man of honour, will defend 
him as fuch." 

% Mr. Alderman Wilkes. " My lord, I move that it is the 
opinion of this court, that the recorder, by refufing to attend 
the lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons of this city, with 
their humble addrefs, remonftrance, and petition, to his 
jpajefty, aded contrary to his oath and the duty of his office.'? 
w' Nn« Thia 



This motion freiag ftco»^ c tfaqmUm"*** j&t, Jtad- 
declared to be carried in the affirmative. But Mr. Paterfb*i 
demanded a divifion, declaring that ** he fhould be gW ta, 
fee his name in print on this eccafon \ for he. KhouM alwiy* 
bef on ihe fide of humanity/' ; 

Mr. Freeman. " My lord*, that gentleman id very irregular 
in fpeaklng to a oueftion after it has been put and carried, 
afcd a divifion called for, and grafted.: \ hope, therefore,- 1. 
rtay be permitted to fay, that I ihaJl divide on the fide of 
jujtice> which, if it were not humanity would not be/g/fo*,. 
Juftjce, my lord, is general humanity in oppafition to partial, 
iftproperyfcwifr, falfely, and with great damage to mankind* 
frequently called humanity. Favour is frequently fo ma&ed 
to'violatethat general humanity or juftice which is due to all; 
in order to be pitiful to one." • . 

^ In the divifion there appeared to be fix aldermen and eighty 
eight commoners, befides the two tellers, for the affirmative $ 
and fix aldermen and fifty-one commoners for the negative** 
Whereupon his lordfhip declared the queftion to be refolded, 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Alderman tVdkes. Mv lord, I now move *« that the- 
<c farther confideration of the bufinefs relating to Mr. Re-: 
c< corder, be adjourned to the next comnlofl-cauncil, and that 
4t the lord-mayor be defired to order notice thereof to be in**" 
c< ferted in the fummons." 

Mr. Alderman Rofltter. " I hope, for the fake of humanity* 
that fince the court has found Mr. Recorder guilty, they will 
proceed inftantly to fentence.^ 

Mr. Alderman Alfop. c< Aye, aye, yoti had better make an 
end of the affair, and put the man out of his pain." . 

Mr. Alderman Town/end. <c Mr* Recorder is abfent ; and 
therefore I think it more humanity to delay. Perhaps when 
he knows the full fenfe of this court, it may have fome effecV 
upon him. There is more humanity, furely, in giving htm. 
time to recolle& himfelf, and time for this court to forget a 
little of the afperity and indecency of Mr. Recorder's treatments 
of them. I hope he wHl yet be wife enough to take fome fteps f 
if not to reftore hkn to the favour, at leaft to gratify the ten-* 
dernefs of tnis court towards him, and therefore I am for. adr 
jouming the farther confideration of this bufinefs. 

Mr. Paterfin. I deny the power of this court. They 
cannot pun lfh Mr. Recorder: he has a freehold in his office j 
and therefore I defire they may now proceed. 

Mr. Bedrdmcre. The worthy deputy has given the beft 

ireafonjj why we ftould not now proceed. It he has doubt 

others may have the fame. However, when that matter 

"'!.*'. comes 
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rtims before the- cottrn I it pledge diyfclf, ff ifr^twawrcahy 
doubts, toibew that the ttnirt ha* a power to punilb Mr. Re- 
cover wh with deprivation. • • ■ 
. Thte motkm for adjournment oftlMs liufhttft ietag ftcohdei*. 
the queftion was put, and refohred in the aiif ntative. 

•■111 I I * I I J I ■» « W «*> « ■■ * ■ !■ 

£W Proceedings of the Court of CoMMOtf Cotmcit, held at 

Guildhall, If Adjournment) m Friday the nib of O&ober* 

17^0, with refpedl to the Recorder's Puniflment. 

£brd Mayor. T Have called this court in order to give dif~ 

Jt patch to the adjourned bufinefs of the laft 

court, Nothing new fince that time has occurred. The 

report pf the committee about embankment requires farther 

pme ; and the firft bufinefs on the paper is that which relates 

to the recprder. 

" Mr. Alderman Wilkes and tfie Lord Mayor had thea 
feme altercation on the iubjeft of prefs-warrants ; but as it 
produced no queffion, order, or refolution, it may properly 
be omitted, by which means the bufinefs of the recorder wilt * 
not be interrupted, this account being only a continuation of 
that bufinefs, which was adjourned to this day from the laft 
common council.'* 

Mr. Deputy judd. " My lord mayor, at the laft court of 
comnfon council it was determined to proceed farther inte 
the con fide rat ion of Mr. Recorder's conduct at tin* court. 
JJefbre We enter on that fubjefl, I beg leave to enquire whe- 
ther your lordfhip has feen the recorder fince; or if his il|, 
health has prevented that, whether you have received any let- 
ter from him, or apology for his behaviour." 

Lord Mayor. " I faw Mr. Recorder one morning laft 
week ; 1 confefs he ftaid and dined with me, with fbme other, 
company ; but I cannot fay I have any apology to deliver 
from Mr. Recorder ; he faid he was going intp Wfltdire^ 
and I believe he is there now." 

Mr. Deputy Judd. '" My lord, I humbly move, that an, 
prder of common counfcil made in the year 1716 relating t<* 
the recorder and common ferjeant may be now read.'' 

The order was read as follows, " That the recorder and 
common ferjeant be advifed with in all cafes relating to the 
affairs of this city, where it may be neceflary to have the 
opinion of any counfel learned in the law." 

Mr. Deputy Judd. cc The recorder having refufed to at- 
tend the late lord mayor and this court with their humble 
addrefs, remonftrance and petition to his majefty on the fcore 
pf grievances, having, thereby been guilty of a breach of hi* 

r ' oatlj 
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*tfh, apgwhen called upon to explain, his conduct ir\thi* 
particular, having offered much infolence to this court, in- 
itead* of a defence, I move that the order of this court of the 
Ifitj) of June, 1716, fo far as it relates to the recorder being 
aovifed with in all cafes relating to the affairs of this city 
utrhere it may be neceffary to have the opinion of any counfel 
learned in the law, — be repealed/* 

•« The motion was feconded by Mr. Hurford." 
' Mr. Deputy fttlis. " My lord mayor, this 13 the moft 
rxtraordinarieft motion I ever heard. What ! determine that 
JAx. Recorder (han't be employed ? Why then we may iolc 
rfie advantage of Mr. Recorder s affiftance ; he is in pofleffioa 
of all the fecrets of the city, and he may be employed agajflft 
ij$, for it can't be fuppofed that he'll lay idle." 

Mr. Alderman Town/end. " The gentleman has either 
mifunderftood the queftion, or is premature in his obferya- 
tions. The motion now before us, i$ not that Mr. Recorder 
Jhatt not be employed, but to repeal that order which fays he 
fiall be employed." 

Mr. Wilfon (late Deputy of Langbourn Ward.) cc The 
worthy alderman has very juftly remarked, that the queftion 
before the court is not whether we {hall now come to a refo- 
lution not to employ Mr. Recorder, but whether we (hall 
jepeal a former refolution of this court to employ him ^ and 
therefore I wonder much that fo trifling a motion has been 
made. To repeal fuch an order by way of punifhment i§ ridi- 
culous, after having voted Mr. Recorder juilty of a breach of 
oath. It bears no proportion to the offence charged upon 
tim, and that is reafon fufficient to difmifs this motion." 
t Mr. Alderman RoJJtter. " My lord mayor, the motion 
feems very innocent in itfelf ; but I fufpect there's a firing of 
them, and I with the gentleman would inform us before-hand 
of all he intends to move. I fhould be very forry this court 
ftould do any thing to hurt Mr. Recorder, who has acted 
' like a man of honour, and a. gentleman. It would have been 
a very tyrannical thing indeed in this court to have made 
Mr. Recorder attend, after he had given his opinion again ft 
the rem.onftrance ; I hope therefore the gentleman will with- 
draw his motion." 

Mr. Deputy Judd. «• My lord, I certainly fhall not with- 
draw my motion ; nor can I agree to favour Mr. Rofllter 
with a ftring of this fort. When the court has difpofed of the 
motion now before us, if I have any thing elfe to offer, I 
fliall then proceed ; but this is not a firing of that fort with 
which I can be prevailed upon to favour Mr, Rofiiter," 

Mr, 
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" Mr. Tyeti. My lord, the motion is tod feafonable t6 "W? 
withdrawn : I hope the gentleman who made it will purfut 
it." 

• * Mr. Beardmore. iC A gentleman has told us his feats left 
Mr. Recorder fhould at any time be employed againft us, and 
fays, he is in pofibffion of the fecreta of the city. Mr. Paterfon 
has received the thanks of this court in a very formal manner 
for a book which he faid he then made a prefent of to the 
city : however, he has not yet produced that book, but made 
life of the pretence of a book to claim merit with the city,' 
and to gain permiffion, a dangerous permiffion, to be en-* 
trufted with our papers and records out of the office. When 
that hook coibes, .for if we have it, it muft come, t believe 
it will not be brought) we (hall all then be in pofleffion of th* 
fecrets of the city 5 and we need not wifh them to be con- 
cealed from the world, nor be afraid of Mr. Recorder's dif- 
doting them.** But I fee here is Mr. Paterfon this moment 
come in again accidentally: I wifh he would accidentally giv£ 
ms the book at laft, for which he has received the thanks of 
this court a year ago. He told a worthy alderman, who 
prefied him for it at the laft common council, that the book 
was ready and bound ; but that he was making an index. Do 
men ufually bind up the book firft, and make the index af- 
terwards V 

Mr m Rofftter. w lt is plain enough that the gentleman who 
lpade the motion has a firing of them to make, and I wifh 
the gentleman would let me have the firing." 

Mr. Raincock. " My lord, I fhall never be intimidated 
from fpeaking my opinion, notwithftanding the publications 
that have been made of what gentlemen fay in this court. I 
think Mr. Recorder acquitted himfelf like a man of honour 
and a gentleman. On a former debate I heard a gentleman 
make ufe of the word perjury. I think the gentleman who 
made ufe' of that expreffion deferves a feverer reprimand from 
this court than the recorder does for his offence. The pro- 
ceedings of this court (hews a mean and fcandalous refcnU 
ment. It will injure the city, and do the recorder fervice. 
- [The Writer begs to be excufed for not giving the whole of 
what Mr. Raincock faid in this place ; he protefts that it 19 
iYnpoffible for him to do it ; and he moft fincerely'believes 
that no one but Mr. Raincock himfelf can recoiled another 
coherent fentence in his fpeech. The writer of this account 
has no wifh to overlook Mr. Raincock, and intreats Mr. 
Raincock to do himfelf jufticc by giving his own fpeech 
Written by himfelf. All the advantages which will be loft* 

for 
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for want of the gracefulnefs of his eioctittdA will he imply 
Compensated by the purity and elegance of kin di&ion.J 

Mr. Roffker. " I wiro the gentleman who made this mo* 
tiosi would give at feme better leafop* for it. Ail that he has 
hitherto faid is, that the recorder f w** infolent to the late 
lord mayor and this court. How cruel, how tyrannical and 
vnjuft it would be in you to fend up the recorder cq St James's 
iuft as you do the fwordand roece, 'Would you order up his 
body there, when his mind would be in appther place i It 
would not tbep be the recorder, it WQuld only be his body j 
and a map is made up of body and fiml* You would mot 
Hardy feparate them, you cap'*." 

Mr. Fryman. " W bat the worthy aldernwn has now 
faid would have been more proper for the debate of the laft 
common council, when, the recorder's ref yfcl WW confidered 
and raoft juftly cpndemned." 

Mr. AMirmn Oliver, " Mr. Recorder's defence being 
founded on obligations of confeiepee a,od honour* it behoves 
his friends to (hew how tbefe can be jnade to juftify a breach 
*f oath ; for my part, I proteft I have not apy notion of that 
kind of confidence which dire&s a 9^n tp break his oath, 
Oaths of office are impofed to prevent officer U every turn 
from appealing to their own opipbn, or to c&p&epGe* which 
in this place is only another word for opinion. If a latitude 
of judging whether they will obey is left to oftcers after an 
oath taken that they will obey, oaths are qf 00 confequence* 
and anfwer no purpofe." 

Mr, Alderman Raffiter. " Qh f Mr. Recorder defended 
himfelf as to that by his allegiance to the king." 

Afr P Deputy Ifilkinfon. «* The geptjeman who made, this 
motion nude ufe of the w<>rd jnfolepta .and applied it to Mr, 
Recorder : £<** he mean to punjfti bijp for £i$ infplencc, ok 
for a breach of his oath ?" 

Mr. De Saute. " Mr. Recorder has juftifted hiaafelf on 
confeience, and coafcience is a very tender thing. Every 
body kpows that confeience is fhe m«ft fcifldi&g thing in the 
world. I hope the court won't be hard upoa bu»," 

Mr* Raiw&ck. " Mr. Recorder's to judge of bis own cqn* 
d¥&. Suppofe the legiilature had cepfured jthe .jvoeeedingtr 
of the city ; iiotwithftanding the law which was laid 4owj» bf 
a gentleman at the laft court, the recorder weyid have been 
involvedjvith tfiem j w^pujd have beenUa^tolofc htf.pUc** 
and rendered incapable for ever." 

Mr. Freeman. '.' My lord, all this debate /tends pnjy Jto 
nctifpeod the time pf the court, Tte.iecetttar Jw siwmdy 

been 
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been found guilty ; our confideration now Is about his pu- 
niihment." v . 

Mt% Alderman RoJJiter. €t I wifh the gentleman who 

iriade the motion had laid fome foundation for it by re- 

' citing that the recorder had been guilty of perjury ; then 

we mould have fomething to go upon." 

* Mr. JBeardmore. " I wiDi that worthy alderman would 

"leave the gentleman to make his own motions in his own 

manner." 

Mr. Alderman Sawbrtdge.. " I apprehend that our p!t>- 
'tieedlngs fcntf the gentleman's motion are ftri£Hy regular. At 
the laft court you came to a refolutibn that the recorder 
.had a£ted contrary to his oath and the duty of his, office; 
the farther confederation of that bufinefs was then adjourned : 
It it now regularly continued by this motion." 

Mr. Dunnage. " Mr. Recorder put his defence on his 
cohlfcierice, and faia that having given his opinion againft the 
'Itieafure, he could not attend the rerfionftrance : if he would 
have proved his conscience a good one, he flrould have 
thrown up his place, and fo have avoided a breach of his oath. 
His Mr. Recorder jbonfeience. only on one fide." 
• ' Mr. JPtlfon. €i The recorder was found guilty of a breach 
of his oath at the laft court : for my own part, i jieither ac- 
quit or condemn him. To. be fure, it is his dflty.fp attend 
the court ; but I think this punifhment inadequate; it is fo 
light we fliall be laughed at, and it would be ridiculous tQ 
bppofeit." 

Mr. Freeman. " The recorder nas affronted and ill- 
treated the city, and has broken his oath.." 

Mr. Wilklnfon. <c I am not of that opinion." 
[Aloud laugh at this' argument of Mr. Wilkinfon y s % and a calling 
•out—forthequejlum!'] 

Mr. Deputy Pater fon. " I am forry to ftop the' decijjpm of 
this queftion ; but when a breach of the recorder's oath is 
called perjury, I cannot fit ftill. If he has been guilty.of p6r- 
jury, lethim beindi&ed. At the laft court I endeavoured to 
inform this court of its power ; I was anfwefed that I fljould 
bfe inftrufted how far that poWer reached : the recorder, 1 as a 
jttSge at the Old Bailey, and of the lord-mayor's court," if 
guilty of perjury, ought to be indi&ed, and ought foot to con- 
tinue in thefe trufts. I underftood the intention was to punifh 
Mt. Recorder with a very high hand ; but I find he is only to 
be deprived of petty fees, As to this punifhment, it is really 
fo^ry inadequate, that itpUts me in mind of a man who caught 
his neighbour in bed with his wife, and vowed bitterly he 
would be revenged. Sonic days after he came to his friends, 
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and told them his heart was now at eafe ; he had taken ample 
revenge, ample fatisfa&ion. On their enquiry what he had 
done, when they expected to hear of blood and wounds, he 
told them his neighbour had a favourite dog, and he had cut off 
the tip of the dog's tail. The proceeding of this court with Mr. 
Recorder feems of the feme kind." 

Mr* Deputy Wilkinfm* " I am fure the recorder was ac- 
cufed 6f perjury at the laft court \ and he was accufed of per- 
jury by Mr. Alderman Wilkes." 

Mr* Jlderman Wilkes. " It is true I did call it perjury. 
This court has declared it to be a breach of oath, which I in 
one word call perjury; I know no other Englifh word for it. 
I agree with the worthy deputy, tnat the propofed punifbment 
of Mr. Recorder is too trifling for fuch an offence as breach of 
oath and rdfufal to attend his duty. I declare I am for his 
amotion; but I fear to be embarrafied with the quirks of law 
and* the tricks of one court of juftice. I am no lawyer ; but 
the worthy deputy has palled his life in the ftudy and in the 
practice at leaft of the inferior and technical parts of the law. 
After fuch a degree of guilt in Mr. Recorder, and after fuch 
a resolution of the court of common-council againft him, I 
agree with the deputy that the punifliment is much too light ; 
and therefore I wifli that the deputy would move to amove the 
recorder, if it is his opinion that the King's-Bench will ex- 
pound the law with us ; I will fecond the worthy deputy's 
motion. But whether fuch a motion is made or hot, if the 
recorder is really a gentleman and a man of honour, as he has 
declared himfelf to be, it i$ impoflible for him to continue a 
day longer in a corporation the majority of which has declared 
him to be perjured ; and indeed I think it an infamy to the 
corporation, to have an officer with fuch a ftigma upon him 
to remain amongft us." 

Mr. Deputy fVilkinfon. Ci The worthy Alderman fays, 
that if the worthy deputy would make a motion to turn out 
Mr. recorder, he would fecond him ; and in this particular, 
I do for once believe what the worthy alderman fays." 

Mr. Deputy Paterfon. " I remember a verdi&, and it is 
pretty well known to every body, it cannot be foigotten ; in 
Canning's cafe, where the jury brought her in,— guiltyn>f 
perjury, but not wilful and corrupt : but the court (aid that 
was not a verdic"t.— They would not admit any diftin&ion. 
It could not be perjury unlefs wilful and corrupt. And. there- 
fore I think it was fcandalous in the court to pafs a vote that 
the recorder had been guilty of a breach of his oath. Had 
Mr. Recorder concurred in any illegal a£t of this court, there 
is no doubt he would have ' been punifhable. A command 
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from thelcing cannot juftify any officer of the crown who 
commits* an illegal a& under that command j much left will 
the command ofa corporation juftify an officer who ads ille- 
gally under it : Mr. Recorder deemed the petition illegal ; 
Fuch were his fentiments of the remonftrance ; and if it was 
fo, the recorder might have been punilhed, though the cor- 
poration could not." 

JI4r. Alderman JVilkcu cc We have nothing to do with the 
recorder's private fentiments. Mr. recorder has not even a 
vote in any court of the city, he is neither a member of this 
court, nor of the court of aldermen. He is only the mouth of 
the city, and at St. James's his bufinefs was merely to pro- 
nounce the fentiments of this great body* His raajcfty has 
been faid to fmile at our remonftrance ; but if he did not, he 
would certainly have laughed out if the recorder had gone to 
§t. James's, to give only the opinion of Mr. Eyre. The idea 
is too abfurd, that all your addrefles, &c. are to be only the 
iTentiments of Mr. Eyre. The recorder feems to have entirely 
forgotten two things, that he is a fervant— and whofe fervant 
he is." 

Mr. Harfird. €i We have no reafon 'to believe our peti- 
tion was a libel, unlefs Mr. Recorder's bare aflertion, with- 
out argument, can be called a reafon. His opinion has no 
weight with me. It has never yet been {hewn that the city 
afied in that cafe illegally." 

Mr. Deputy Pater/on. " I am fure I have never yet given 
my opinion, nor will I ever give it, whether theadk was legal 
or illegal." 

Mr. Stardom-*. " I defire Mr. Paterfon will tell us plain* 
ly whether he thinks the recorder would really have rifqued 
any punifliment by attending the city when he refufcd to at- 
tend ? This evafion of having never yet declared his opinion 
favours too much of his countryman, lord Mansfield ; who 
fays, he has never declared his opinion about the Middlefex 
ele&ion, .nor will declare it. Thefe are the tricks of men 
whofe paths are not ftrait. Are either of them, lord Manf- 
field or Mr. Paterfon, fo fhy of declaring their opinion againft 
the people ? The true reafon of their iilence h obvious to 
every man. Lord Mansfield knows that it would anfwer no 
purpofe but that of difgrace and contempt to bimfelf, if he 
(hould lay that the decilion of the houfc of common fn the 
Middlefex eleflion, was legal ; men are not in doubt about 
it; it depends upon common-fenfe s and cannot be fwayed by 
authority : therefore he will not fay it was legal. And yet he 
will not give an opinion againft the crown, and fay it was il- 
legal. He will fave himfelf, and yet give the minifter all the 
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advantage he can, by his filence. However, we know, that 
after he nad declared hit opinion ihould go tb the grave with 
hhn/ lord Mansfield was forced to acknowledge he had feleft- 
edone man from amongft mUnkind to be the faithful and ho- 
noured depofitary of chat moft important fecref, that moil 
weighty, mod profound; moft haltowed opinion, which is to 
be kept from the prophage, vulgar underiUndings of all other 
men, even from the peers of the realm, in whofe houfe he was 
called upon for this oraeufer opinion: Can even northern 
mu fries keep their gravity, when it te told, that the duke of 
Cumberland wa& this &le&ed, cbofen, happy, diftinguifhed 
fcefng amongft men ?r- Lord Mansfield chofe for the depofitary 
of his confidence th# fege ftatefinan, the duke of Cumber- 
land : his royal highnefe moft congenially chofe for his confi- 
dential friend and comtpani©n~- ~hts porter, Mr. Geddings. 
If Mr. Geddings has not been as wary and' judicious in the 
choice of his confident, perhaps the public and the peers may 
at laft have lord Man sfield'sfecret, after it Has made a progrefs 
through thebreaftof theduke of Cumberland, Mr. Geddings, 
ind Mr, Geddings's drab, juft as the poet has made the ex- 
crement proceed from hog to hog in ftye of Wcftphalia, the 
cnenuBzltng, clofe in the tail of the other, till at laft it is 
dropt yrithout for the benefit of thofe who are not of the ftye. 
The worthy deputy chufea perhaps that his fecret fliould take 
a fimijar courfe; and it may .with great pains* refearch, and 
difficulty at laft be difcovered that lord Mansfield's and Mr. 
Paterfon's moft wonderful fecrets are,*-— that the decifion of 
the Middlefexele£t ion- wftst illegal ; and that petitioning is le- 
gal. And herd I defire to remind this court, that Mr. de- 
puty Paterfon did fome year? ago tell a falfity at a meeting of 
the common-councilrnen at the Halfmoon tavern, in order to 
prevent the city from re quelling an impeachm'ent againft lord 
chief juftice Mansfield for having arbitrarily and illegally let 
pfide Mr. Benson, a fpectal juryman, in the caufe of the 
KitfG againft. Horne, and ordering that Mr. Benfon fhould 
not be fworn." "• ■ i ■ ; • 
Mr. Deputy Paterfon. 4< Though I have not, like the gen- 
tleman who fpokelaft, ftuck up my print in every (hop, vain- 
ly and oftentatioufly teaching my fon Magna Charta, I have as 
much regard for the laws and conftitution of this country as 
any man. I 'have never taken any fees in any caufes againft 
the city, though I quitted their fervice, and ceafed to be 
their folicitor, twenty years ago, in the year 1756." 

Mr. RaincQck. " Mr. Recorder, who is a lawyer and a 
judge, ought not to a£t againft his own opinion $ it would 
be criminal in him to a£t againft his confcicnce." 

Mr; 
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Mr. Alderman Rotfettr. cc My lord-mayor, I fee feveral 
gentlemen here who were attacked in another place for this re** 
monftrance. I fhould be glad to know if they were not 
frightened." 

Mr. Aldtrnum Stwkridgt. " I will indulge the gentleman 
With an account of what faded on the occafion he alludes to, 
as far as relates Co myfelf- When the expulfion of Mr, 
Wilkes was debated in the houfe of commons, and the confe- 
rences attending it were confidered, my late worthy col- 
league informed the houfe, that the eieftors of Middlefex 
would perfevere in *heir choice of Mr. Wilkes, and re-eleft 
him for their reprefentative, which they had a right to do, 
notwithstanding any reiblutton of that houfe 5 for their refa- 
ctions were not law : that if the mmiftry fhould obftinately 
perfift to keep out the lawful appointed deputy of the county 
of Middkfex, the ele&ors would undoubtedly petition his ma- 
jefty for a diffolution of the parliament. At the word diffolu- 
tion, lord North got up in great wrath, and called my friend 
:o order, and demanded, where is the man that will dare to 
igq fuch a petition to his majefty ? let him do it at his peril. 
The houfe took die alarm 5 a resolution of the commons, af- 
ferting the undoubted right of the fubjeft to petition for the_ 
Calling, fitting, and dtttolving of parliament was read \ lord* 
North was then forced to acknowledge the legality of fuch pe- 
tition i but he added, though it cannot be punifhed by the 
laws, let the firft man who figns fuch a petition take care of 
himfelf; let him k beware the wrath of parliament. — When 
the addrefs, remonftfance, and petition of the Common- 
Hajll was before, the houfe of commons, I ftood up in my 
place, and avowed that I was the firft who figned my name to 
a, petition to diflblve the prefent parliament : I put the mini- 
ver in jnind of his threats, aed dared him to attempt to 
puntfh me : I hid him try again the force of a minifter's 
power againft the laws : I trufted that though fuch illegal 
power had now for fome years prevailed, it could not always : 
that I ftood upon the firm baits of the law, and was not a- 
fraid of any thing which his office or that houfe could do to 
me." 

Lord Mayor. €t I declare that I had no more fear nor anxiety 
upon my mind at that time than I have now. I did what X 
thought was my duty, and I am fure I atted according to 
law. I was very well fatisfied to (hare the fate of the late 
lord mayor and flieriffs. I had not a thought about my own 
perfonai fafety; but was willing, if it mult be fo, to be- 
come a vidim in common with them/' 

Mr. 




Mr.. Merman Ttntmfivd* ^Although what happened 
in the houfe of commons, in cotifcquence . of the retoon- 
firance of the Common-Ha^l, has little to do with this 
queftion, and the *ecord£rV refu&l to attend the >remt>n- 
ftrance of the Common -Council*, yet fince the gentleman 
has. demanded ta know whether we wereMiot frightened, 
I will, as the worthy alderman and my lord-mayor have 
done* fnfor.m the court, that I did in my place deny the 
competence of the houfe of commons to jwlgeof our petition. 
I told them I (hould therefore oppofe the petition's being rea<# 
in that houfe or made a.fubjeft of debate before them who 
had no authority concerning it j that the petitions of the 
fubjecl to the king were not to be tried in that place j 
that they were the parties accufed ; the citiaens of London, 
with the whole nation, their accufers; that the city bad 
appealed to the king, who is the firft raagiftrate appointed 
by the conftitution to give relief in fuch cafes ; that if we 
had offended the law, we were anfwerable to the law, 
and were ready to undergo the judgment of the law ; that 
I would not fubmit to the jurifdi&ion. which that houfe 
then claimed, and which did not belong; to it. But hav- 
ing faid this againft their claim of juri&i&ion in matter of 
pttitions, J defired not to be underftood as wi&tng to avoid 
to acknowledge and avow the petition and remonftrance. 
That I had faid in that houfe already much more than was 
contained in that petition. That when the kft bill for 
the land-tax was depending before that houfe, I ftood up 
in my place and protefted againft it. That I did then and 
now declare, that as a freeholder of the county of Middle* 
Tex, I am not reprefented in this parliament. Mr. Wilfars, 
the lawful member for the county of Middlefex, having been 
illegally and by violence thrown out, and another who is not/ 
the member, who was never . cbofen by the people, having 
been Hill more illegally and violently impofed upon us. That 
I would not fubmit to a tax levied by any afiembly in which I 
was not reprefented; and therefore woujd not fubmit to pay 
the land-tax they were then pretending to pafs into an act of 
parliament, I then called upon the. houfe if they were a par- 
liament to punifh me who was a member within their owri 
walls, and who thought it my duty to declare there firft, a 
language I {hould hold, and a conduct I fhould purfue every- 
where elfe. Such was the language of my fear." 

Mr. Alderman RoJJiter. " But did not you apprehend fottie- 
thing ?"' " ' . . " ' 

Mr. Alderman Townpnd. " I will fatisfy the gentleman in 
that particular too. Yes, we did apprehend every thing that 
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malice and wickednefs could fuggeft, . and violence execute* 
• Yet, after ali their threats and sill their thunder, the wrath of 
parliament, which had* feeetfrfofurioufly denounced, ended at 
laft in a refolution and addrefs which ferved onlv to difgrace 
thofe who pafled them 5 and notwithstanding all their weak'* 
Jiefs and wickednefs they wore forced to abatxfon their defiga 
by their cowardice," 

Atr^ Hurfird. * 4 < I bad the fatrsfa&ion to go up "with thbfe 
remonftrances, aad Lhope we are not children to be frighted 
with a rod. We are men, and we know we are injured men, 
and will pcrfevere in our claim and profecutebur right of elec- 
tion even to death. Let the guilt fall, as I truft the purtiih- 
ment will, on. the heads' of thofe who fliall dme us to extre- 
mities. M 

Mr. Deputy Wllkinfon. " And fo« becaufe tbe houfe of 
commons has disgraced -itfelf by its refohition of fearing Mr. 
Luttrell, this court ought to difgrace itfelf likewife by its re- 
folutions againft Mr< Recorder ! A pretty way of reafoning 

" The queftion was then put, that the order of thfa cttert 
<c of the 19th of June, 1716, fo'faras it relates to thete- 
" corder's being advifed with in all cafes relating to the af- 
" fairs of the city, where it may be neceflary to have the <*pi- 
" nion of any council learned in the law— be repealed. 

cc This queftion was carried in the affirmative ; a divlfio* 
** being demanded by Meflrs. Harley, Alfop, Paterfon, Ellis, 
u &c. the/e appeared, for the queftion, fix aldermen and 101 
u commoners, befides the two tellers ; againft the queftion, 
" fix aldermen and 47 commoners, bdfides the two tellers. 
" Majority for the queftion <4. w 

Mr. Deputy Judd. " My lord-mayor, the court having 
" come to this refdutfon, 1 move, that James Eyre, Efoj 
14 the prefeat recorder, be no more advifed with, retained^ 
" or employed in any of the affair's of this corporation, he 
** being deemed by this court unworthy of their future truft 
** or confidence*'* Thi* motion was feconded by Mr* Pro- 
vey. 

Mr. Deputy Pater/an. ** That a queftion of this impor- 
tance^ by which fo cruel a fentence is to be pafled on Mr. 
Recorder, may not go without one word faid upon it, I rife 
to exprefs my difapprobatioh 5 and I (hall, as I faid before, 
decide on the fide of humanity and companion." 

Mr. Alderman Townfind. M That a queftion of this impor- 
tance may notpafs without one word of apology for inflating 
fo flight a puntibment on Mr. Recorder, for fo great an of- 
fence, I rife to give my reafons why I (hall concur with the 
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prefent motion, In their private affairs meft ctnnot #ell lean 
toe much to charily and pity; but in paifing a judgment, I 
think k neceflary to have fome better motive than companion, 
-—truth and jufticc ; And firft f 1 fliall give tny reafons why I 
differ from Mr. Recorder's foft friends, and why I would ad- 
vrfe this court to go no farther in their punifomentef Mr. Re- 
corder. I acknowledge, that for his breath of oath, and 
afting contrary to the duty of his office, die recorder defends 
to be amoved ; and lam well allured, not only from the Writ- 
ten laws, but by tbofe whom I have confuited, and wht> are 
capable of judging, that this court, for this offence, may law- 
fully amove him : but though it is within our power, though 
we have a right to exercife this power, I do not thirifc it t>c- 
pedienc at this time. For let lis firft. corifider if we get rid of 
the recorder we have, who are to chtffe us another ? Not the 
city pf London; not the livery, not the Common- hall, not 
the common council^ but the majority of the court of alder- 
men; a fet of men entirely devoted to this and every oiher ar- 
bitrary adminiftration we have been, or may be curied with. 
Will it then be prudent to put it in their power to give Us & 
more mifchievous, a more dangerous recorder than.thfe prefent ? 
They can eafdy find fuch a one, on^ more dangerous, becaiufe 
more capable. Can we doubt whether the aldermen would 
dofo or not.; when we have feen them (o long together 4 in 
fuch an uncommon multitude of occurrences, never once 
differ in opinion with the miniftry, hever once, even by 
miftake, vote on the fide of the people/' *.;;,,. 

" Here Mr. Deputy Paterfon caHed M*. Townfend to or- 
u der, and infifted upon it, that the court otrgftt not to fuf- 
46 fer the alderman to proceed in this indecent manner, when 
cc many of the aldermen of whom he fpoke were prefent ; 
" but the court and the ford-mayor not feemmg to be of Mr. 
** Paterfon's opinion, the alderman proceeded." 

Mr. Alderman Townfend. I have fpoken very freely my opi- 
nion of the aldermen, and I do not intend to retraft it. I* 
fuppbfed that every man had thought of them as I think ; but 
fmce the worthy deputy calls it indecent, I will, jaftify it by 
a fhort examination of fome part of their condufli for the laft 
fifteen months. If I do them injuft ice, let fuch of the al- 
dermen concerned who are prefent contradict me— But it is 
tfery extraordinary that I. Chould be called to order by the 
worthy deputy, when himfelf and. Mr. Raincock' have in- 
dulged themfelves with the liberty of telling this court that 
its proceedings are fcandalous. In regard to the aldermen, 
I will firft call to your recollection their condufl: with. Mr. 
a'derman Blakifton : When he defired to refign his gown, 
they were careful not to have a court; fome times eleven, 
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fbmetimes twelve were prcfent ; but if there was any chance 
of thirteen, one of them went away. After this fhameful 
condu& for fotne weeks, when they could continue it no 
longer, becaufe the exporters of bullion threatened a profe- 
cution for the damages they fuftained by the negle& and de- 
lay of the court of aldermen ; at laft tbey made a court, and 
then refufed to accept the resignation of Sir Matthew BJa- 
kifton under a pretence of his infanity. Have not the alder- 
men on all occafions, and by every means in their power, 
oppofed the rights- of the citizens at large, and every attempt 
that has been made for the redrefs of grievances ? When the 
firft petition to his majefty was refolved upon in common- hall, 
they informed his majefty's minifters, and, indeed, fuch lan- 
guage was publicly held by one of them in the houfe of com- 
mons* that it was only the petition of thefcum of the earth, 
of a mob and banditti of the rabble. When a common- 
hall was held by the advice of this court, and again a petition 
was refolved on to his majefty for redtefs of grievances, fix- 
teen aldermen thought fit to advertife in the public papers 
their difapprobation of the meafure, in order to take off, as 
much as was in their power, from the weight and effect of the 
application* And yet is there an alderman here prefent that 
Will juftify the decifion of the houfe of commons on the Mid- 
dlefex eleftion f I fee a gentleman now prefent who has >aJ- 
ways oppofed every attempt for redrefs that has been taken » 
who yet did once in another place give one vote of difappro- 
bation of that meafure j though he concurred with the mini- 
ftry in every othermeafure that led to that decifion, and that 
fupported it afterwards. Will any of thefe aldermen prefent 
ftand up, and iuftify the protection which murderers have; 
received, and the fhameful tricks that have been played to 
evade,' or refcue them from, the fentence of .the law ? Yet 
they too, as well as Mr. Recorder, could diftinguifh between 
addrefles and petitions. When the petitions were prefented, 
they abfented themfelves with Mr. Recorder : When the ad- 
drefs of congratulation was to be prefented, they attended the 
recorder to St» James's. From what motive proceeded all 
the flights and affronts which they ftudioufly put upon your 
late worthy magiftrate Mr. alderman Beckford ? Ir was your 
friendfhip and favour, it was his fteady attachment to the 
laws and liberties of his country, it was his defire to merit 
your confidence and efteem. From thefe caufes proceeded 
their enmity to him : Their hatred to you was transferred to 
your real reprefentative ; and their dchre to partake of fome 
©f thofe emoluments from government which they faw be- 
ftowedon their right honourable compeer, made them take 
\ Vol. VII. Pp the 
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the fame road to preferment, and treat yoif with the fame in- 
folence which had made him fucceed. 

But fuppofe we had not to apprehend a frefh choice by the 
aldermen. Has Mr. Recorder nothing to encourage him to 
apply to the king's bench ? Does he not know the difpofitioa 
and the fentiments of lord Mansfield ? Is he alone to be in- 
formed that the actions of the chief juftice are as violent and 
Illegal as thofe of the houfe of commons ? Have not his ufe 
of attachments, and his doctrine of libels and damages, and 
juries, made it unfafe for all who are not prote&ed by the 
miniftry, to remain in this kingdom ?, Shall we afford the 
chief juftice an opportunity which he cannot otherwife have, 
of getting our petitions before him, that he may condemn 
them and you, and juftffy the miniftry and the houfe of com- 
mons, and the recorder by afentence, againft which we have 
no remedy, but by impeaching him in that houfe of com* 
mons of which we complain 5 and by fuch fentence afford 
another argument for adminiftration to ufe to his m^jefty 
againft the foundation of all our complaints. — Such are my 
reaforis why I would go no farther at this time. And now I 
will give you my reafons why I will go fo far, I think it ne- 
ceffary to give them, became though fome little time ago, 
the worthy deputy ridiculed the punifhment, and called -it 
only taking from Mr. Recorder fome petty fees \ yet npw he 
calls it a cruel fentence j and when we are only going to 
tut off the Tip of the Dog's Tail y he complains of it 
as if we were about to cut off his head. To fatisfy you 
that Mr. Recorder, moft richly deferves the cenfure 
which this motion would put upon him, let us recollect 
his conduct too for thefe laft fifteen months. What 
part did Mr. Recorder a& when almoft all your officers 
had combined together to defeat the rights and inten- 
tions of the livery, by fetting up an obfolete by-law ? Moft 
of your oflfcers have fince, in fome meafure returned to their 
duty ; and the forbearance which has been flie\yn to punift 
them, is an evident proof that there is no fpirit of perfec- 
tion or of vengeance in this court ; fince you puni/h thofe 
only who will not permit you to forgive them, and whofe in- 
folence only iacreafes by your forbearance. 

But what was Mr. Recorder's conduct on that occafion ? 
Inftead of apprifing the .(heriffs, as it was his duty to have 
done, of the by-law intended to be objected againft the elec- 
tion where they were to prefide, and inftead of giving, them 
his opinion tbereon for their conduct, he contented himfelf 
with putting, into the hands of M)r. Beckford, at the moment 
of election, a partial extraft of an old by-law, and that too 
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tfalfely tranflatrtJ, omitting the preamble to the by-law, be- 
caufe it was againft his purpofe. When afterwards the by- 
law was over-ruled by the iheriffs, and Mr. Esckford was 
returned by them to the aldermen, how did the recorder then 
^behave ? After a debate tffive bours y in which he ftrenuoufly 
afferted the validity of the by-law, he was reduced to the ne- , 
ceifity of confeffing that he found fome gentlemen had con- 
sidered the matter more than himfelf had done 5 and being 
afked by an alderman whether it would be prudent for the 
court to proceed upon the ftrength of that by-law, he con- 
fefled it would not be prudent. 

Again, after the ele&ion of a worthy alderman near me, 
the court of aldermen being defirous not to admit him amongft 
them, thought proper to take Mr. Recorder's opinion on the 
Validity of the election : when they had obtained this opinion 
at the price of fifteen guineas, they were fo much afhamed of 
it, and fo well convinced that the legality of that opinion 
ivould not find one Voucher befides> lord Mansfield and Sir 
Fletcher Norton, that they ordered it to be fcaled up and con- 
cealed, to prevent his difgrace : and though he has com- 
plained, and feems to think it ftrange that he fhould be out- 
voted in this court of common-cduncil ; yet he well knew it 
had often happened to him before, and particularly that in 
this point his friends in the court of aldermen had afled unani- 
mously againft his opinion : Mr. Wilkes was admitted with- 
out one word of obje&ion, the firft moment he appeared, 
Mr. Recorder fitting by, and being himfelf the fecond perfon 
who took h\m by the hand to welcome him into that court. 
But that you bay judge yourfelves of this opinion, I will 
read it to you. 

RECORDER'S OPINION. 

Is Mr. Wilkes's faid Election to the Office of Alderman a valid 
EhSion ? find is be by Law intituled to be admitted by the /aid 
Court of Aldermen by Virtue of y or in Purfuanee of the /aid 
Election? 

WE are of 9pinion that Mr. Wilkes's eleftion to the 
office of alderman is not a valid election, and that he 
is not by law intituled to be admitted by the court of aldermen, 
by virtue of, or in purfuanee of fuch eledlion. 

We underftand it to be a clear principle of law, that for 
fome offences a corporator may be removed from his franchife, 
efpecially that fort of franchife which concerns tHe admini- 
stration of juftice, and the government of the corporation ; 
and we are of opinion (tho' we do not find that the point has 
ever undergone a legal decifion) that every conviction for an 
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offence which would be a ground of amotion, rmtft a fortiori 
work an incapacity of being ele&ed, t 
\ The pfFences of which Mr* Wilkes has been convi&ed, 
appear to us to fall under that clafs of offences, which the 
law confiders as grounds of amotion, and as fuch, theymuft, 
in our opinion, render Mr. Wilkes incapable of being ele&ed, 
and consequently render his election void. 

The judgments which have beeji pronounced againft 
Mr. Wilkes, in our opinion, furnilh another ftrong obje&ion 
to his ele&ion : he was at the time of his election in the 
Klng's-Bench Prifon, in a&uai cuftody, and was to remain 
there for at leaft fifteen months from that time ; he therefore 
appears to us to have been at the time of his ele&ion notorize 
oufly incapable of executing the functions of the office, and 
confequently not an obje& of ele&ion, This point, we ap- 
prehend, was very lately determined upon folemn argument 
in the court of KingVBench, in the cafe of one ele&ed - 
mayor of Cambridge, whofe ele&ion was determined to be ' 
void, he being at the time refident in Canada, and therefore 
incapable of taking upon himfejf', or of executing the office. 

Suppofing the election to be valid, we fee no obje&ion to 
Mr. Wilkes's being intituled to be admitted but the impof- 
fibility of his attending the court pf aldermen for that 
purpofe. 

If Mr, Wilkes had been convi&ed of thefe offences after 
his ele&ion, and before an application to be admitted, we ap- 
prehend the court of aldermen might have refufed to admit 
him, tho' the ele&ion was originally valid, becaufe, in that 
cafe, the ele&ion, tho' originally valid, would have been 
avoided by a fubfequent event. But as in this cafe the ob-? 
je&ion exifted previous to the ele&ion, we apprehend that \% 
lenders the ele&ion void ab initio, or has no ene& at all. 

TA EYRE 

'jfpril 2i, 1769, THO. NUGENT, 

u Let ys now confider his condu& in the bufinefs before 
us. After *he fi*ft common-hall had been reprefented as a 
mob, and the fecond advertifed againft by the aldermen, 
how was the weight of your application to his majefty, how 
was the weight of a petition of the common-council to be 
taken off? Your recorder was to refufe his attendance, and 
to declare your, petition a fcandalous libel; .altho' neither the 
houfe of commons, who had prefumed to call the pther peti- 
tion unwarrantable ; nor his majefty, who had been ill ad? 
vifed to cenfure tpe other petition ; altho* neither the houfe 
of commons^ npr his majefty, npr any other perfon> has ever 
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yet found a fingte- fault. or obje&ion with this pethionof tbt 
common-council, yet Mr. Recorder alone has the infoienc? 
and bafenefs to declare this petition a libel. We have been 
told' Mr. Recorder is a judge : he fhouid have known his 
.duty as a judge : judges are not to give extrajudicial opiiu- 
Qns■r--tho , he has lo?d Mansfield's example for this too. -r 
Couple lord Mansfiejd's do&rine about libels with Mr. Res, 
.^order's -judgment, and we ftand now convi&ed of a libe^ 
JLord Mansfield tells the jury they are to judge only of the 
fact of publication* We avow the publ cation : Mr. Re- 
corder has declared the law.— —Mr. Recorder fays, his con- 
science would not fuffer him to attend ; and we are accufed 
of great cruelty, becaufe we would fend a man up with a pe- 
tition againft his confeience. Mr. Recorder's confeience 
.ought to have told him it was his duty, if it was not agreeable 
lo him to attend, .to have afked permiffion of this court to 
frbfent himfejf -on that plea of confeience. If the court had 
refufed him, it would have been time enough then to have 
charged them with rigour : but he took upon himfelf to 
jdeclare, and with great perfonal infolence and animofity to 
the chief magiftrate,«r-I will not attend this, and when the 
time comes to prefent the other addrefs, I will then tell you. 
tyhat I will do. He will not giye this court an opportunity to 
give him leave of abfence 5 he did not want their content. 
He fays, he forbore to juftify himfelf for fear of accufing you* 
What ftronger way to accufe us could he find out, than by 
jrefufing to attend i The manner of his refufal, and the in- 
terefled purpofes he meant to ferve by it, make it the higheft 
offence which he could commit as your recorder. We have 
been told by fome gentlemen long pradtifed in the under parts 
of the law, that the recorder is not bound to obey the illegal 
orders of this court. Who has ever denied this ? But I fhould 
be glad to be informed how the recorder differs here from any 
other officer of a court ? It happened to my worthy colleague 
and myfelf when we were lately flieriffs, to have a tafk impofed 
upon us, the mod cruel and the moft painful that can be ima~» 
£ined : as averfe from our inclinations as this could be pre* 
tended to be from Mr. Recorder's. We were fent to execute 
a man of whofe innocence we had the ftrongeft convidion, 
on the moft thorough examination and inquiry. We were 
not (as Mr. Recorder is) Angular in our opinions. Four of 
the judges who tried him, of which your Jordfhip was one, 
concurred in an opinion of his innocence, and petitioned his 
jnajefty for a pardon. His majefty had not then perhaps thofe 
merciful coun fellers about him who procured the pardons fat 
jpurderers) of rather, mpit probably he had. His majefty 
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tras advtfed not to grant-this petition j thotagh Jufticc Fielding'* 
fitigie application in cafes much lefs ftrong than this was, haij 
often fucceeded. We executed the man. The law is very 
dear in the cafe. A (heriff muft not refufe to execute an er- 
roneous judgment, if it falls within the jnrifdidtion of the 
court that fends him to execution. What would Mr. Re- 
corder have laid if we had refufed to do our duty ? He would 
Jiave told us that the court was competent 5 that we were 
ftrvants 5 that if the judgment was erroneous, yet we were 
i>ound to obey ; and that tho' the judge might even be 
liable to impeachment, yet that we were criminal for not 
fcaving obeyed. When Mr. Recorder had told us this, he 
Would not have told us what yet we might have difcovered by 
jother means,— his own behaviour, and his Report on that 
occafton. Now how does Mr. Recorder's fituation differ 
from ours ? Will Mr. Recorder deny the right of this court 
jto petition ? W411 he deny that he is an officer of this court, 
jBftd bound to attend ? How will he excufe himfeif ? He fays 
tie had objections to the petition as it was penned/ If a peti- 
tion, lawful in itfelf, praying a lawful remedy, can be made 
?k libel in the manner of being penned, what becomes of the 
right of petitioning ? Let the chief juftice or the recorder have 
fhe judgment of petitions, and we {hall hear no more of pe- 
tition* being troublefome to his majefty : his minifters will 
pot be forced to call in a corrupt houfe of tommons to take 
j&way the right of petitioning by a refolution, or to cenfure 
petitioners. But if the attendance on the petition in queftion 
fcad appeared to the recorder to have militated with his con- 
science, and if on application to this court to excufe him 
they had infilled on his attendance, it would in that cafe have 
been his duty to have fatisfied his confcience by refignirig hi* 
office, not by breaking his oath. The precept is a monfter 
unheard-of in religion or morality,— Break your oath for the 
fake of your confcience ! 

4< How different is thecondu£lof Mr. Recorder from that 
of his majefty' s then folicitor-general, Mr. Dunning ! how 
different is Mr. Dunning's law from lord Mansfield's and 
the Recorder's ! When we were attacked in the houfe of 
commons for the remonftrance of the common hall, (not for 
this of the common -council, which Mr. Recorder refufed to 
attend) Mr, Dunning, tho* folkitor-general, proved it be- 
yond a pofiibility of reply, that it is<he undoubted right of the 
Jubjed, either in their corporate capacity, or individually, to 
petition his majefty ; and that when the prayer of a petition is' 
legal, and the perfoji applied to may legally grant what is 
prayed, every thing which is relevant to fucfr legal prayer may 
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legally be inferted j that it is abfurd to have a right to make a 
requeft, and not at the fame time a right to fay why we make 
jt, and to ufe arguments for its being granted." 

Sir Robert Ladbroke. ct I don't know that we are to bt 
questioned for doing as we think proper* As to what the gen- 
tleman has faid, I have nothing to fay to it ;. and at to the 

ueftjon before us, it is of no great cenfequence what refold 
tioja you come to ; for after the refolution you made the other 
day about the recorder, the world will pay very little regard to 
the refolutions of this court.'* „ 

Mr. Alderman Najb. " As for what the alderman hat 
faid about the . conduft of the court of aldermen about Sir ' 
Matthew Blakifton's refignation, I will tell you what I did 
upon, the pccafion : I was not at the firfl: court when it wa* 
refufed \ but I was at the fecondj and the reafon why I join* 
ed in that refufal was, that Sir Matthew had long been inca* 
pable of doing his duty, and he had often been defired by ^ the 
court of aldermen to refign, and would not; andfincehe 
would not refign for us, I did not fee any reafon he fliould bfc 
permitted to refign for another ; befides, it was well known 
be bad been.out of his head at times, ar*d that w& the reafon 

1 refufed/* 

. Mr. Alderman Sbate/peare. " I am not furprifed at any 
thing i for indeed there is nothing now furprifing. If you da 
any thing* you are abufed for doing it ; and if you do nothings 
you are abufed for not doing fometbing. I (hall always a& 
according to my confeience. If the recorder has perjured him- 
fclf,. why don't you indift him? If any body'll move it, Til 
fecond it." 

Mr. Alderman Rojftter: c< I will tell the gentlemen why 
they won't turn the recorder out. They are aware that the 
court of aldermen will not run away with the frenzy of the 
times, and ele& one of their favourites ; but will take care to 
have a proper perfon. But I object to the words of the rao* 
tion, ,* Unworthy Truft and Confidence." I don't think 
thofe words fhould be faid of the recorder j becaufe he \i& 
Indge of the mayor's court and at the Old Bailey." 
". Mr. Deputy Judd. " The gentleman who laft fpoke, aft* 
ed me fome time ago if I had not a firing of queflions : I will 
now tell him, that fince hearing the recorder's fifteen guinea* 
opinion, I {hall have another^motion to make; for fuch an 
opinion I never heard before: and it feems that even the al- 
dermen were fo much afliamed of their bargain, that they 
laid it by upon a flxelf, and conveyed it away like a baftard* 
child they would not own. . I hope the, city will have force* 
body of more knowledge, and more worthy of truft and 9011^ 
fidenye to conduft their bufinefs," ' Mr, 
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Mr* Barwick. u Was thereover an inftranceof a punifib- 
ir*cnt of this kind before, my lord- mayor ? It appears very 
odd tome ; I don't underftand it ; I wifh fomebody would ex-* 
plain it. After you have treated Mr. Recorder fo, what man 
of dignity will take his place ?" 

Mr. Raincock. M The office of (her iff differs from the of* 
fice of recorder. Thefheriffto be Aire is bound to obey $ but 
that is not the cafe of the recorder. The world will laugh at 
this punHhment of the recorder after the vote you have made: 
that he is perjured. The opinion of the recorder refpefting 
Mr. WHkes^s election as alderman, is very right; and hi? 
defence on the fcore of his conference is a very good one. 
The charge which has been brought this day by one of this 
courj-againft the court of aldermen^ tends to a diffplution of 
the corporation. " 

(Here was a loud and continued hifs.) 

The characters of the worthy aldermen who have beert 
charged by Mr. Townfend, : are" far fuperior to his ovtn I 
they are his betters both in money and reputation. 1 ' 

Mr. Aider man Hurley. IOiaM take no notice of the illibe- 
ral attacks made by one of the late flieriffs (Townfend) in fo 
grofs a manner on the court of aldermen. 1 will xell him of 
one good*natured thing we did, to which we could not have 
keen forced. We admitted that' gentleman (pointing ft* Mr* 
Wilkes) to his freedom, when he was an Out-law* becaufe be 
wanted to be a candidate to reprefent the city of London in 
parliament, and it was better we thought to yield to him, thart 
give him greater ftrength, by oppofing him. Nobody could 
force us. We did him that favour, althpugh he was an Out* 
law. 

Mr. Alderman Wilhs. I -am much furprized that the right 
honourable gentleman fhould leave unanfwercd every one of thtf 
many heinous facls alledged by my worthy friend againft the 
majority of the court of aldermen for their behaviour the laft 
fifteen months, and inftead of defending his own coridud as' 
well a$ theirs, fliould now firft introduce a new and very 
ftrong charge againft himfelf and them. The alderman has- 
brought into this court wnat I confider as an accufation of 
fheir having committed a crime of a deeper dye, and infinite- 
ly more mifchievous in its confequences, than any with which 
they have been charged by the late fheriff. He fays that the 
court of aldeimen admitted me to my Freedom while I was an 
Outflow. I never was an Out-law^ and even the KingVBench, 
dki me the juftice of folemnly declaring ail tfce proceedings 
relative to my Out-lazvry null and void from the beginning. 
Tte four judges of that court were then prefent, and were 
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unanimous in that opinion. But the court of aldermen confi- 
dered me as an Out-law, and in that gave the world a ftriktng 
proof of their being as (hamefully ignorant in this as they have 
appeared to be in many other points of law. They proceeded 
to admit me, while in their opinion an Outhw } to become a 
citizen, and to the enjoyment of the noble rights and privi- 
leges of rhe capital of the Britiih empire. Had the various /&- 
gaiities they have long praclifed, given them an afFc&ion for 
Out-laws? Had they contra&ed fuch a fondnefs for every thing 
irregular, as to grow impatient for the reception of an Outflow 
among them i There cannot be imagined a more diredb ille- 
gality, nor an abfurrfity plainer to the meaneft underftanding ; 
yet the majority of the court of aldermen were deliberately 
guilty of it. If I was an Out-Law, I had no exiftence as a 
political being; I was incapable of any charge in this or any 
other corporation ; I could not hold the lowed office civil or 
military •, I could neither fue or be fued ; I was entirely out 
of the prote&ionof the law itfelf ; and yet with this amazing 
weight of difability, with fuch a load of incapacities on my 
devoted head, did the court of aldermen call me to the Free* 
dom of my pative city. If the recorder advifed the meafure of 
admitting me at that time to my Freedom, I being in his opinion 
an Out- law, he (hewed himfelf more grofsly ignorant than 
an attorney's clerk:, who has ferved but fix months, and he 
is thoroughly to be pitied. If he was indeed acquainted with 
the nature of an Out-lawry, and yet gave the court of aldermen 
that falfe and pernicious counfel, he is then not to be pitied, 
but abhorred : he afted contrary to his oath, and wilfully per- 
jured himfelf. x Had the learned recorder 15 guineas more as 
the price of his joining in fuch a bafe infringement of the 
rights of this corporation, the approving the introduction of 
Out-iaws among you ? But 1 (hall fay no more of him : Pu- 
nifhment feems now to tread clofe on the heels of that delin- 
quent. 

The majority of the court of aldermen on this occaiion ma- 
nifefted as little regard to the dignity of the city, as to their 
own private honour. By admitting an Outlaw, in their idea,, 
to all the privileges of a citizen, they betrayed the dignity of 
the firft city in the world, and may have eftabliftied a moft 
fatal precedent. Are we now to hear them make an empty 
parade of their attachment to the conftitution and government 
of a city, built by our anceftors oil the noble foundations of 
juftice, honour, and public good, and yet make it a recep- 
tacle for Out-laws? Are its very citizens to be thofe, % whom 
the laws cannot know or acknowledge ? Surely all fhame 
imift have forfaken fuch men. To complete the rUicule of 
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their cl\ar afters, nothing remained but a famous aft of the 
mod egregious folly, altho' their views extended further, to an 
aft of injuftice to very many citizens as well as myfelf, and 
this after the pretended Favour and Good-nature^ of which the 
worthy alderman has boafted fo much. When at length my 
Out-lawry had been declared illegal by a fovereign and compe- 
tent court of juftice, and one of the moft refpeftable wards in 
this city had honoured me with almoft their unanimous choice 
as alderman, this verycoujt of aldermen affefted to entertain 
doubts of the legality of that eleftion, hefitated abdut my ad- 
miffian, and fquandered a great deal of the city money in ex- 
travagant fees to the recorder, and others, with the hope of 
being authorized to do the wrong they wifhed, and of finding 
fome legal evafion or trick to cover another violation of the 
rights of the citizens by fetting afide the man of their choice, 
whom the miniftry, by their courtly alderman, had command- 
. ed his brethren to rejeft. The minifter had often found 
them fervile to him, tho* imperious in the city, and he knew 
bow hoftile they were to the livery at Jarge, and to every 
thing which could portend a diminution of their ufurped 
power. 

The right honourable alderman fays, that they did me a 
favour y and that it was a good-natured thing. In apology for 
a long feries of bad actions, he mentions one of a fomewhat 
different complexion, as he thinks, a favour ', a good-natured 
thing done to me in a critical moment ; but he omits to re- 
mark that it was in violation of law and juftice. Is the alder- 
man's good-nature never exercifed but at the expence of truth 
.and honour ? I affirm that it was an illegal thing in itfelf, 
which they did, a moft atrocious injuftice, and a grofs af- 
front to this great city, for the court of aldermen confidered 
me as an out- law. I am told of their favours. ' I fhould take 
fhame to myfelf if I could afk or accept a favour from that 
alderman, or any of his friends. It would bring me into a 
juft. fufpicion not only of total unworthinefs, but of much 
actual guilt. I neither court their love, nor fear their hatred. 
I will keep myfelf pure from the contagion of fuch a con* 
neftion, from the guilt of fuch fociety. The alderman. fays, 
that they did a good-natured thing to me. Whatever good- 
«<?/wr*that gentleman and his friends, in and out of the pay 
of miniftry, may poflefs, I am furethat not a gleam of it ever 
fhone upon me from him or them. I never received but in- 
juries from them. They thought that they did a cunning 
thing ia giving me at that time the Freedom of the City, and 
to their politics they facrificed the fir ft principles of juftice, 
honour, and their duty to this corporation. The alderman's 

own 
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own election as member was then aftually depending, and it 
was his private intereft only he had in view on the occafion. 
As to the effect of the pretended Out-lawry on me, as a candi- 
date, he knew that the exprefs Refolutions of the houfe of com- 
.Jnons admitted the eligibility of Out-laws* that various inftan- 
ces had been produced, and the cafe after great debate finally 
fettled, in conformity to the rights of the people, and refpeA 
to their free choice. The Out/awry, therefore, as to parlia* 
ment, flood on its own peculiar bafis, and that gentleman be- 
sides well knew that the minijlerial Chief Jufiice would be 
obliged to declare it null and void long before the houfe of . 
commons met for bufinefs, although he would employ every 
poffible method for procraftination, as it actually happened. 
The very word Favour from the alderman, I think an infult ; 
but^it is a pleafing word, when it goes along with friendfhip. 
I am now here in the city, and in this honourable ftation, 
folely from the Favour of my fellow citizens. I am ever 
proud to acknowledge it; and I will endeavour thio* life to 
merit fuch a diftin&ion, by devoting myfelf to them in every 
fervice they pleafe to command for the public good, however 
dangerous, difficult, ordefperate. 

The queftion was then put, " that James Eyre, Efq; the 
" prefent recorder, be no more advifed with, retained, or 
C€ employed in any of the affairs of this corporation ; he be- 
C4 ing deemed by this court unworthy of their future truft and 
** confidence." The fame was declared to be carried in the 
affirmative. A divifion being demanded and granted, there 
appeared 

- For the queftion, fix aldermen and 98 commoners, befides 
two tellers. 

Againft the queftion, feven aldermen and 49 commoners, 
befides two tellers. 

.Majority for the queftion 48. 
Mr. Deputy Judd. " My lord, it is proper that a more 
abU and more fit perfon fliould be employed to tranfadt the 
city bufinefs than him whom we have difcarded. I therefore 
move, that in all cafes relative to the affairs of this city where 
it may be neceflary to have the advice, opinion or afliftance of 
any counfel learned in the law, John Glynn, Efq; ferjeant 
at law, fhall for the future, on all fuch occafions, be advifed 
with, retained, and employed. " 

Mr. Deputy Pater/on. " We heard before of a ftring of 
queftions ; I now find we are to have a ftring of Jobbs, and 
this is Jobb the firft." 

Mr. Deputy Judd. <l I wifli the deputy would explain 

faimfelf. He knows me very well, and knows I never was 
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concerned in any jobb. He who has been all his life concerpe4 
in places and finecures, muft underftand the nature of jobbs 
very well : I wifh he would write us a little creatife on jobbs, 
and bring it in with his book." ■ ' * 

Mr. Beardmore. " My lord-mayor, after what we have 
heard of the conduft of Mr. Dunning, it is proper that this 
court fcould teftify their fenfe of his conduft by fome markoC 
their approbation ; I therefore give notice whilft the court is 
ifo full, that before it breaks up I (hall move for the freedom 
of this city to be prefented to Mr. Dunning in a gold box." 

Mr. Deputy Judd. " I (ball be very happy to fecond that 
motion." 

The queftion was then put as ftated above by Mr. deputy 
Judd, for the retaining and employing of Mr. ferjeant Glynn, 
and carried without a divifion. '' * 

Mr. Beardmore. <c My lord, as we have very juftly cen- 
fured theconauS of Mr. Recorder, it is impoflible-we fhduld 
not approve that of Mr. Dunning, which was dire&ly the 
contrary; for being his majefty's folici tor-general, he defend- 
ed the rights of the people even in fuch times as the prefent ; 
and found a different way of fatisfying his confeience — not by 
breaking an oath, but by refigning bis employment when he 
Could not concur with themeafures purfued by adminiftration:' 
I therefore move, that the freedom of this city be prefented to 
John Dunning, Efq; for having, when folicitor- general to 
hismajefty, defended in parliament, on the founded principles 
of law and the conftitution, the right of the fubje& to petition 
and remonftrate." 

This queftion was carried without a debate or divifion, on- 
ly the feven aldermen and about ten commoners holding up { 
their hands againft it. 

Mr. Beardmore then made the three feveral motions follow- 
ing, which were carried without a debate or divifion : 

Firft, 4< That the refolution of this court of the 26th of 
September, 1754, relating to queftions that in their confe-. 
quences may affefl: the eftate or cafh of this city, and the refo- 
lution of the 18th of February, 1761, relating toprefenting 
any perfon with the freedom of this city to be adjourned to the 
next common-council, be fufpended upon this occafion." 

Second, , " That the copy of the faid freedom be prefented 
to John Dunning, Efqj in a gold-box of the value of 100 
guineas." 

~Third, " That a copy of the freedom of this city, with 
the refolution of the court in ferted therein, be delivered by the 
chamberlain to the faid John Dunning, Efqj" 

After which the court broke up. * 
Ik 
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To the Printer of the Political Register, 

SIR, 

TTjT ILL you give a place in your ufeful paper to the conj- 

VV plaints of a plain man, who has no other method of 
having them redreffed, but the chance thatthofe who have it 
in their power may, on feeing this, apply fame remedy ; per- 
haps the bejl of Kings may lee it $ I am told be fees all poli- 
tical publications. 

In Saturday's Gazette is an order for all furgeons of. his 
majefty's navy immediately to give in to the Navy-office their 
place of abode, on pain of being (truck off the lift, and never 
more employed. I hope it will not be denied, that the Navy 
furgeons are in every refpefl: as ufeful in their department as 
the furgeons of the land-fervice, and as capable in their profef- 
fion : — then whv are they upon a worfe footing ? Why have 
the latter univerfally half.pay, fcnd only the oldeft 50 out of 
400 of the former ? -Can there be any reafon for it ? 

I am a Navy furgeon. I ferved in the laft war j I fuffered. 
greatly by it in my fortune and health, without any recom- 
mence : before the peace, I was paid off, difcarded, fent to 
find my bread where I could, 'till the government wanted me 
again. The time is now come, they call for me; and if I do 
not leave my family, and the bufinefs I am in, by which I 
fupport myfelf and them, I (hall be difchargedthe fervice. If 
I do leave them, and go to fea, I muft accept of any (hip they 
pleafe to offer me ; there to do my duty for as many years as 
the war may continue, after which I am again turned adrift; 
and being a young furgeon, without half- pay, — no provifioti 
for myfelf or family ; it being not pofiible to lave any thing ixa, 
the fervice : and being taken out of the bufinefs I was in before 
the war, I muft begin the world a-new, make new friends, 
with the addition of my health impaired, by hard fervice and 
unhealthy climates, till I am again called to ferve my country; 
and all this in the expe&ation, when I am grown old, and 
worn out^ of receiving the great income of two (hillings, or 
two (hillings and fix pence a-day for my life. 

Do the government fuppofe, that a man who has paffed . 
through an expenfive education, will enter the fervice with 
fiich a profpeft ? No furely ; — nor can they expe& that fur- 
geons who are fettled on (hore, will leave their bufinefs for 
(\ich an uncertain provifion. It is well known, that laft war 
there was not in the fervice half the furgeons mates that are 
allowed, young men would not enter; even in Scotland* 
where there are fo many, I could not get one from the in- 
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firmary, though I would have made him firft mate. I fear 
in the approaching war the difficulty will not be lefTened. 

Such, Mr. Printer, is the profpeft a Navy Surgeon has of 
going into the fervice. I leave you to judge with what ala- 
crity they muft do their duty ; knowing, that if they are ta- 
ken, or Ihipwrecked, the lofs of the medicines and inftru- 
ments fall entirely upon themfelves, which has been my cafe. 
I hope this letter may induce thofe in whofe power it is, to 
make a better provifion for (let me fay) an ufeful and deferv- 
ing body of men. If they do not, it may be a hint to my 
brother Surgeons. The fhips now fitting otrt will be fupplied 
with young men, without experience, who enter into the 
fervice as into a fchool, to perfect themfelves in their bufinefs* 
or with men of defperate fortunes. To fuch hands, in fuch 
cafe, js left the honeft failor, Smarting with the wounds he 
received in the defence of his ungrateful country. Farewell* 
Mr. Printer, 

I remain your admirer, 

0£t. 1 8, 1770. A Navy Surgeon. 



in Index of the Times; or> Proverbs fippofed to 
feveral Political Names, both real and fictitious. 

If the cap fits you, wear it. Old Proverb. 

HI S Majefty. A good mariner muft have his eye upon 
rocks and fands, as well as upon the North Star. ' 
P D . Gone is the goofe, which the great egg 

did lay. 
D — e of C d. It is not as thy mother fayeth, but as thy 

neighbours fay. 
L — d Chatham. Patience is good for abundance of things 

befides the gout. 
L — d Camden. From our anceftors came our names, from 

our virtues, our honours. 

D — e of G n. He's a hawk of the right neft. 

L — d North. He that rides behind muft not think to guide. 
L — d'B — te. He muft love bacon well, that licks the few's 

breech. 
L — d Weymouth. When the pilot looks pale, there's a 

ftorm near. 
L — d Holland. He that eats the king's geefe, fhall be 

choaked with the feathers. 
L — d Talbot. The king's cheefe goes half away in 

parings. 

L-4 
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L— d Bolingbroke. Send jyour noble blood to market, and 

fee what it will fetch. 
L— d HilHborough. The king can beftow offices, but he 

cannot beftow wit. . 
L— d Barrington. Murder will out. 
L— d Grofvenor. He that has loft a bad wife and fixpence, 

has loft a tefter. 
L— d S ch. He that has a head of glafs, (hould not 

throw ftones. 
L— d M d. Accufing is proving, where malice and 

force fit as judges. 
Sir Fletcher Norton. Afk my brother, if I'm a thief, 
Mr. De Grey. A broad hat does not always cover a venera- 
ble head. 
The Recorder. Don't quarrel with your bread and butter. 
Aid. Wilkes. He ftruck at Tib, and down fell Sim. 
Serj. Glynn. He's a lion in a good caufe. 
£. Burke, Efq; A good archer is as well known by his aim, 

as his arrows. 
Meff. Townfend and 1 Thofe who ferve every body, are 
Sawbridge. 5 thanked by nobody. 

Junius. He that beareth a torch, fhadoweth himfelf, to 

give light to others. 
The Rev. Mr. Home. His goofe-quill is more formidable 

than a lion's paw. 
G — Onflow, Efq; He would fain fly, but wants feathers. 

Sir W — m B p P— — r. You cannot efcape from your- 

, felf. 
J — y Dyfon, Efq; The higher the ape mounts, the more 

he expofes his breech 

Sir R d P- 1, \ 

Sir F s B* d, I A good faculty in lying is now-a- 

and other diftinguifli- f days a fair itep 10 preferment, 
ed undefervers. J 

The dumb A -n. It is a bad caufe, indeed, which 

none dare fpeak in. 
The Majority. Places and Pcnfions are continual bribes, 
Xhe Minority. 'Tis hard ftriving againft the ftream. 
C 1 L 11. He's a little fellow, but every bit of that 

little's bad. 

Jud* ^ inilterlal } Let not the moufe-trap fraell of blood. 

The Carleton- 1 They have great need of a blefling, that 
Houfe Junto. J kneel to a Thiftle. 
Aid. Harley. Like a collier's fack, bad without, and worfe 
within. 

Aid. 
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AW. Rofliter. He that has no head, needs no hat. 

Cixina. He throws his dirt about like a monkey on a duh&+ 

hill. 
Mr. Kelly* A ftitch in time faves nine. 

Verhum fat. 

AT a very large and refpedtable meeting of the free-*, 
holders of the county of York, on Tuefday, September 
the 25th, Sir George Armytage, Bart, ypas called to thd* 
chair, when after fome debate the following addrefs to their 
representatives was thought more likely to obtain (he falutary 4 
ends already petitioned for than a remonftrance, and accord- 
ingly prefented. 

To Sir George SaviLle, Bart, and Edwin Lascelles, Efq- 3 

Gentlemen, Tork 9 Sept. 25, 1770. 

We the freeholders of the county of York, anembled here, 
defire to exprefs our fentiments to you on the prefent dange- 
rous fituation of affairs. 

In prefenting a petition to the throne, we acted, from the 
flxongeft conviction, that it was our duty to reprefent to his 
majefty, How feverely we thought the rights of all the electors 
of Great Britain ftruck at by that refolution, which nominated 
a reprefentative to a county, in oppofition to the votes of a* 
majority of the freeholders. 

. We had reafon to hope, that an application, fo full of af- 
fectionate loyalty to our fovereign, and prefented in a mode 
fo agreeable to the- principles of the conftitution, would have 
met with a favourable reception. — But we neither can, nor 
will impute its failure to any other caufe, than the arts and 
management of thole, who have no other means of juftifying 
their own mifcondudt to their fovereign, than by mifrepre- 
fen ting the defires «nd affections of a loyal people. 

. Hopelefs of fuccels from a reiterated petition, when the 
fame influence prevails, we forbear to make further appli- 
cation to the throne ; being confident, that the former will 
remain an authentic teftimony of our unalterable fentiments, 
which, by every juftifiable method, we are determined to 
fupport ; and doubt not, that, by a fteady perfeverance in 
thefe . principles, the electors of Great Britain muft finally 
obtain redrefs of their violated rights. 

Your conduct, gentlemen, hath juftly merited thanks of 
your conftituents ; and we have the fatisfadtion to declare, 
that we entirely approve all that you have done and faid in 
fupport of their liberties. 
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By the explicit, manly and determined part you have taken* 
/during the laft feffion of parliament, the fentiments of thofe, 
whofe intereft isuntrufted to your care, have been mod faith* 
fully exprefied. 

It is not, therefore, to admonifh or inftru£t, but to point 
you out as examples, to animate and encourage others, that 
we now exprefs our fenfe of the firmnefs and vigilance of your 
condu&, in thefe times of new and dangerous do&rines ; 
when not only redrefs for the violation of the right of eleftion 
hath not been obtained ; but every attempt to fecure that 
right from future violations hath- been evaded. 

It is become but too evident, that neither the moft facred 
rights of the people, nor the honour of the crown, have been 
obje£ts of their care, whofe flat ions render them more parti- 
cularly refponfible for a ftrift attention to both. 
• The public welfare, then, demands, that thofe who are 
chofen to guard its interefts, fbould employ their utmoft at- 
tention to enquire into the caufes of that general diflatisfadion, 
which prevails in the minds of a free, a generous, and a loyal 
people : and, fliould there be found any juft objects of na- 
tional refentment, we truft, that neither minilterial power 
(ball be able to defeat, nor retirement from power elude the 
cffeft of that enquiry. 

That the minds of his majcfty's fubjeds may be united in a 
dutiful fubmiffion to legal authority, and a fteady refinance 
to illegal power ; and that the rights of the people may be fe- 
cured by the virtue and prudence of their reprefentatives, the 
natural guardians of thofe rights, is the fervent wifli of every 
friend of the con flit ution ; and you may be allured that, in 
purfuit of thefe obje&s, you will always be fupported by the 
freeholders of the county of York. 

By order of the meeting, 
Geo. Armitage, Chairman. 

To this Addrefs the following elegant and truly patriotic Anfwers 
were returned^ 

To the Freeholders of the County of York, ajjembled on the 2$tb 
of September at York. 
Gentlemen, 

HAVINu had the honour of receiving, by the hands of 
t Sir George Armitage, a communication of your fen- 
timents, I beg leave, in the firft place, to return you my 
grateful acknowledgements for fuch parts of it as regard, 
niyfelf. 

I have always thought myfelf fortunate in the opportunities 

I have had of knowing, from time to time, the fentiments of 
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my conftitucnts : and it has been my particular happinefs to 
meet, on thofe occafions, with their approbation. I could, 
indeed, no longer ferve them with fatisfaction to my own 
mind, than I had reafon to believe that my opinion coincided 
with theirs, at leaft in eflential and fundamental points. 

The importance of the fubject, the impreffion it has made 
on my mind, and the variety of matter contained in the paper 
tranfmitted to me, oblige me to extend my anfwer beyond the 
length that is ufual or neceflary, in mere returns of compli- 
rrent, or in anfwers on more ordinary occafions. 

It is impoflible for me not to lament with you, that any un- 
happy interpofition of interefted men, between a gracious 
frvereign and his people, fhould make it eligible to forbear a 
fecond application: hoping and trufting at the fame time, 
that your confidence is well founded. 

I do hold it to be impoflible, while one grain of purity or 
vigour remains in the conftitution, that principles and doc- 
trines, directly fubverfive of it, can take root, and fiourifh; 
nay, that they can even exift with any continuance. lam 
tempted fo far to go beyond the limits of what is more eflential- 
ly a neceflary part of my anfwer, as to exprefs tht fatisfaction 
it affords me to obferve, that while you decline a meafure, 
which to many might naturally feem more directly tending to 
redrefs, you have taken effectual care plainly. to draw the 
line, and ftrongly to mark the diftin&ion (that diftinction fo 
eflential in quejlions of right) between forbearance and acquief- 
cence. 

I accept with a pride, which I will acknowledge and avow 
every where, the teftimony you bear to the little I can have 
don , in the profecution of my duty : and I wifli you to be af- 
fured, that I will perfevere, not only in afibiting, but in 
maintaining to the utmoft of my power, thofe principles you 
have approved, the principles of the conftitution ; and more 
efpecially that firft right, the right of election, under which 
alone my office exifts, and without which, eyjerrthe two cha- 
racters in which we are now converfing, ^tfie Reprefentcd and 
the Reprefenta$h€j are mere illufory fi&tons. 

I defire iikewife to allure you, that I will omit no opportu- 
nity of fulfilling the particular duty which the prefent occafion 
has called upon vou to remind me of : I mean the fearching 
out the caufes of public di Satisfaction ^ the objects of a jure 
public refentment ; trufting to your candour, if the fuccefs 
does not anfwer to the warm expectations of many honeft men, 
the ardent wifhes of all. You have more than once over- 
rated my abilities to ferve you \ I wifh I had not reafon to fear 
that in this inftance you will experience a finking example of 
it. It 
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It is a firft duty to join in your Wifh, that due order and fub- 
miffion, as well as a refolute adherence to the rights of free- 
men, may prevail. It is the moft perfe£l felf-intereft, and 
the higheft ambition, to join with you in the other, that I 
may be in any degree the fortunate inftrument in preferving 
thofe rights. I beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf, gentlemen, 
your much obliged, and faithful humble fervant, 

GEORGE SAVILLE. 
To Hh Freeholders ajfembled at York on the 25th of Sep- 
tember, 1770. 
Gentlemen, 

IT is fcarce poflible for words to exprefs the lively fenfe of 
gratitude I feel for the, very favourable opinion you arq 
pleated to entertain of my public conduit. 

It has always been my greateft ambition to gain the appro-. 
bation of gentlemen of your characters : if I have been fo for- 
tunate to fucceed, I muft think I am more indebted to your 
partial opinions, than to any real or fubftantial merit of my own. 

I know it would be vain and impertinent to expedt any fu- 
ture favours from you, wa$ I ever to betray the truft you have 
condefcended to honour me with. 

I flatter myfelf, whilftl preferve my independency, and am 
not actuated with views of ambition, avarice, and luft of 
power, you will have no caufe to withdraw your ufual indul- 
gence from me. 

I have ever corifidered fc the very unfortunate decifion of the 
rights of the freeholders of Middlefex, as highly detrimental 
to thofe of all the eledtors of Great Britain j therefore {hall 
fleadily perfevere to contribute all in my power to obtain re* 
drefs of thofe violated rights. 

I moft heartily concur with you, gentlemen, in all your 
conftitutional withes. My greateft ambition is to render my- 
felf worthy of your choice, which, I know, can only be ef- 
fected by fupporting the fundamental principles of our consti- 
tution, and this undoubted birth- right of our feHow fubi?6ts. 
When you find me deficient in thofe grand points, I deiire to 
enjoy no longer the honourable flat ion of being one of your re- 
prefentatives ; but untill that event happens, the only favour 
( now afe of you is to give me credit for my un(haken loyal- 
ty to our moft gracious fovereign, my efteem and regard for the 
intereft of our fellow-fubje£ts, and my implicit veneration for 
qur moft excellent conftitution. 1 have the honour try be, with 
the moft fincere efteem and regard, gentlemen, your moft o- 
bliged, and moft faithful humble fervant, 

tXt' -EDWIN LASCELLES. 

pept.20,1770. . 
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Ah IMPARTIAL REVIEW 6t 
POLITICAL WORKS. 

Continuation of the Account of the various Steps taken by the Pri- 
fomrs of the King's Bench Prifon to obtain their liberty. 

Memorial delivered to the Mafier of the Crown-Office; 

Wc the Prifoners confined in Execution for Etebt, 
make the following Complaints : 

THAT by the common law of this kingdom* as Well as 
by the 29th article of Magna Charta, our bodies (hould 
be free, yet we are in confinement. 

That by ftatute Marlb. 52 Henry III. cap. 23. a devia- 
tion was made from law, but againft accomptants only, and 
fuch as had withdrawn them fe Ives, and had no lands, &c. by 
which they might be diftrained ; for if they had lands, &c. 
but to the amount of five (hillings yearly, let their debts be 
ever fo large, their bodies could not be imprifoned, for their 
punifliment muft be within the lette* as well as fpirit of the' 
ftatute, as faith lord Coke. 

Thatbyftatute25Ed.nl. cap. 17. another departure was 
made from law and againft Magna Charta, by granting fuch 
procefs in .debt and detinue as is ufed on a writ of account ; 
and that, by the 19 Hen. VII. cap, 9. a&ions on the cafe 
were put on the fame footing as deot and trefpafs. 

That on a forced conftrudtion of thefe three acts the prefent 
oppreffive practice of law is eftablifhed, encouraged, and fuf- 
fered by the courts; though in the ftrifteft fenfe of them, even* 
when they were in force, they could extend only to confine 
fuch as had adhially withdrawn themfelves, and to fuch as 
h d no lands, &c. by which they could be diftrained. 

That the two firft being contrary to Magna Charta, are re- 
pealed by the 42 Ed. III. cap. 1. viz. " If any ftatute be 
*< made contrary to the points of the charter, they fhall be 
c< undone and holden for nought." And fo faith Coke, 
Blackftone, and others. 

That on thefe laws a folemn decifion was given in the 30th 
llliz. in the cafe of George Ogncil againft Clement Pafton, 
in the Exchequer, before Sir Roger Manhood and other ba- 
rons, that the i Suing of a capias ad fatis faciendum on a judg- 
ment for uebt was erroneous, for by the law the bodies of the 
recognizors were not liable to the execution. 

P That 
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That nottvfyhftanding thefe laws, and this detffioa, we 
are unconstitutionally deprived of our liberty. 

And we alio complain. That the court of King's Bericlv 
contrary to the nth chapter of Magna Charta, by ficlion 
and deceit holds plea of debt contrary to law, and by which 
many thoufands of us arc deftroyed : for they fuffer and en- 
courage plaintiffs without giving any real fecurity to profe- 
cute, to alledge trefpafs, that they may be enabled to kidnap 
us, and afterwards to detain us for debt, contrary to the 
maxim, that no man {hould be benefited by his own de- 
ceit. 

And we likewife complain, That the courts fuffer falfe 
returns of fiheriffs to be recorded, by which the law is 
perverted, and we are furprized and ruined by falfe feggef- 
tiofts-of adverfaries, without a moment's previous notice to 
prepare to pay juft debts, or to defend againft unjuft de« 
mands. 

And we alfo complain, That having applied to lord Mans- 
field for redrefs, his lordfhip by his clerk directed us to apply 
to him in court, and we having applied to judge Afton by 
a habeas corpus with one of our body, it was agreed by the 
judge that the fame perfon, without further expence, (hould 
be taken up to court the fecond day of term, to have the mat- 
ter argued there : and that on this agreement the perfon re* 
turned to this prifon without any return made by the judge! 
yet notwithstanding fuch promife pf lord Mansfield and Judge 
Afton, we were put to the expence of another habeas return- 
able in court} and when we applied there, we complain that 
the judges would hear no argument, nor give any reaion, nor 
point out any law, but after fuffering us to put ourfelves to 
fo much trouble and expence, all the fatisfa&ion we could 
get for the lofs of liberty was, " He muft be remanded." 
. And we likewife complain, That the exorbitant profits ac- 
cruing from this tyrannic practice to the courts, their depen- 
dents and creatures, we doubt, is one great reafon why wq 
are fo oppreffed. But we demand of you to have fuch redrefs 
as from the nature of your office you may be enabled to give. 

Signed W. I\ 

And J. S. 

• 

The mafter promifed, and did afterwards read it before the 
judges; and by their 'direclidn he returned for anfwer, that 
we muft apply to parliament. This ambiguous anfwer was 
no Tacisfa&ion to the prifoners ; for jf .confinement for debt 

wa^ 
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wis warranted by law, the judges ought to have faid fo, and 
pointed out the ftatute, but if it is contrary to the found** 
tion of all our laws, the great Charter, it was their duty then 
to difcharge them, for why ihould they fuffer imprifonraent 
fix months longer, till the parliament fhould meet, if they 
were not legally committed- Befides, the prifoners have re- 
ceived no injury from parliament, it is the judges, by arbi- 
trary proceedings of their own, not grounded on any a&, that 
bas ruined, and continues to deftroy many thoufands of bet- 
ter men than themfelves. 

Indeed legiflative power, being impofed upon, or not pro- 
perly informed by the lawyers, by the long continuation of 
the pra&ice, has often interpofed their authority in paffing 
filADjjr infolvent a&s, that has betrayed parliaments into a 
feeming countenance of fuch unlawful confinements, whieh 
would have been unneceffary had they fuffered the law to 
take its proper courfe, But they will hardly venture to fay 
that fuch a&s, made to relieve, can, by any wrefting of 
common fenfe, be perverted into the firft authority for talcing 
away liberty : and the neceffity of having fo frequently re- 
courfe to fuch a&s proves the great want of policy in the pre- 
fent fyftem, whereas the contrary pra&ice, by adhering to 
the law, is every way confiftent, regular, and complete. 

The prifoners thinking themfelves very hardly and inhu- 
manly dealt with by the court of King's Bench, applied in 
the like manner by a habeas to the court of Common Pleas, 
Where the difcharge was urged for the reafdns which are 
ftated in the following {heets. The court heard me with great 
indulgence but declined giving any reafon why I fhould be 
confined, or any relief, becaufe I was not charged with any 
action in their court. I infilled, that by the habeas corpus 
ad every judge had a power to fet free any that was illegally 
confined ; but to no purpofe ; I was remanded back to prifon, 
nor would the court point out any other mode of application 
for relief. 

However, that no effort might be left unmade, a petition 
to his majefty was delivered, hoping that his majefty would 
compel our adverfaries to do us juftice; but we hitherto re- 
main in the fame dreadful fituation, fuffering in the fevereft 
degree, yet convinced that it is by the oppreflion of the 
courts, and cencrary to law, juftice, and humanity. 
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Another Letter to Mr. Almon, in Matter of Libel. Svo. is. W. 

IT is hardly poffible tobeftow too great an encomium on this 
elaborate treatife, in which every circumftance that can arife 
in the courfe of profecutions for libels, is minutely and dif- 
tin£tly confidered and explained on the principles of law and 
equity, fo clearly, that no juror can be at a lofs in any future 
cafe, to underftand his duty, when called to ferve upon trials, 
in matter of libel. For the fatisfaftion of thofe whofe intereft 
it will be to preferve this pamphlet in their ftudres, it is necef- 
fary to remark, that we have the fulleft conviction— that it is 
written by fome gentleman (whether of the profeffion or not 
we cannot fay) who is perfectly matter of his fubjedt ; and 
that every thing he has advanced on a point of fuch importance 
to the liberty of the prefs, being firmly eftablilhed on the beft 
authorities in law and equity, there is no room left to contro- 
vert his opinion. 

Having paid this tribute to the merit of the author, we fhall 
take the liberty to recommend his performance in a fpecial 
manner to the following perfons. 

Writers on the affairs of the nation, and the conduit of 
adminiftration. 

Ditto, of anecdotes, memoirs and ftri&ures concerning the 
character and behaviour of private individuals. 

Publishers of every clafs. 

Attornies and Council who are to condu£t the defence of 
clients profecuted for libels. 

All perfons qualified to ferve on Juries^ who may happen to 
try their countrymen on charges of this kind. 

And laftly, all felf-conceited, over-bearing, partial Judges^ 
who will learn an inftru&ive leffon from the wholefome cor- 
rection given to a certain chief, who has distinguished him- 
felf in a very lingular manner upon fome late occafions in 
matter of libel. 

To all and every of thefe clafles of men, this performance 
will be a very proper vade mecum $ and to the public in general 
it conveys both curious and valuable information. 

The clue of argument which is regularly preferved from the 
beginning to the end, deprives us of the fatisfa&ion of giving 
fuch ample extracts as would put it out of all doubt, that this 
piece will ferve- as a fu re guide in all cafes that fhall hereafter 
occur between the crown and the fubjedl on the article of 
libels; and alfo between the court of King's Bench and the 
fubjeci, with refpeft to the proceedings of the former by at" 
tacbmenty which in a poftfeript are examined with great freedom, 
and the ufe and abufe of this prerogative of that court pointed 
ppt with great candour. 

* But 
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But as a fpecimen of our author's great abilities, bo$ as a 
writer and lawyer, we have felefted one quotation, which 
may ferve as a le£kure to jurymen. 

" It has often been matter of aftonifliment with me, how 
a notion could ever obtain, that whether any paper was a 
a libel or not, was a matter of law, and was therefore, of ne- 
ceffity, to be left to the determination of the judges. Almoft 
every opinion has fome little foundation for it, and I think, 
the prefent muft have arifen from the judges having formerly 
determined the matter. But it could not then be otherwife ; 
becaufe the profecutions for ftate libels, were always carried 
on in the ftar-chamber, where there was no jury. And, it is 
felf convi&ion to myfelf, that this gave rife to foftrange a con- 
ceit. In many cafes, much evidence muft be entered into for 
explaining a libel, and bringing it home to a particular per- 
Ion ; it muft be (hewn, that he went among bis acquaintance 
by fuch a name, although not his own ; that he ufed fuch a 
houfe, diversion, drefs, &c. called fuch a perfon by fuch a 
nick-name, and was remarkable for fuch and fuch things. If 
thefe particulars are not proved, by viva voce evidence, they 
muft be by affidavits or depofitions, before the court can de- 
termine, whether the paper, print, &c. were a libel or not. 
Where tbe judges proceed without a jury, fuch evidence mtift 
be laid before' them ; but, where a jury is called in, it is their 
province to determine, whether fuch a particular perfon be in- 
tended, and whether what is faid of him be fcandalous, mali- 
cious, &c. that is, in other words, whether the publication 
be a libel j for, there is no magical virtue in the term libel, 
nor any other law in the matter, than what lies in that fingle 
word. Jt is impoflible to contend, that in all cafes, without 
evidence of other fads, befides that of miblication, any court 
can pronounce the thine complained of to be a libel. This, 
therefore, proves the falfity of the affertion, that nothing 
more is the jfubject- matter of trial. 
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To the Editor of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 
S I\R t .' 

"When the records of antiquity furnifli us with any examples 
of public virtue and patriotifm worthy our imitation, it is 
<ioing ourfelves honour, at the fame time that we render 
juftice to the memory of diftingiiiflied chara&ers in paft 
ages, to revive, and as it were reanimate them by a re- 
publication of their noble thoughts, words and works. 
It has befides this good effect, that by producing fuch mo-' 
dels of fuperior excellence, the timid, the doubtful, and the 
lukewarm in their country's caufe will bife fired td glorious 
emulation, when, they obferve, that men of (ubljme and 
generous ideas are the fanie In all ages ; and that the only 
difference between, them is local and perfona], while they 
have alj but one foul, and are a&uated only by one gejie~ . 
fal principle, the Jove of their t country. In fliort, Sir, 
whether I read the elegant compofitiona of Junius or the 
following fpeech,'! find my felf equally animated with ve- 

' neratton and gratitude for fuch noble fthtiments, and can 
. only confider virtui heffelf, as diverfly perfonified by the two 
patriots, in diftant ages and countries. 

If you difcover the feme ufe in oceafionally expofin^ the 
relics of ancient eloquence and true "patrioufm'to public! 
* Vol. VII. \ Ss - view 
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view, in thefc degenerate times, • you will without further 
felicitation give a place in your valuable Regifter, to the 
frliowing/ra tranflation. 

I am, Sir, 
" Norwich^ Your conftant Readier, 

Nov. 5, 1770. Germanicus. 

rbiSptub of CAIUS MEMMIUS Tribune* to the 
„ . People of Rome 

A free tranflation from Sallust. 

Indignatio et Dolor omnibus 
Vis ad rejiftendum nulls adberiu 

R OM A N S, 

TH £ prefent fituation of public affairs— the power of the 
prevailing Junto — your tame fubmiffion«--the lofsjof all 
jutfice— and the danger of fpeaking truth y are fuch difcou- 
ragements, that 1 (hould be filent, as well as many others, 
at this time"; if my concern for my country were not above 
all other confiderations. 

It is hardly worth while, Fellow Citizens ! to put you in 
mind of the indignities you have received of late, years $ and 
the ill treatment the braveft affertors of your privileges have 
met with from fome of the nobility; and the venal part of the 
Commons, fince we are now reduced fo low, that a few great 
and notorioufly wicked men govern us, whofe right it is, and 
whofe chief bufinefs it (hould be, to watch over with a jealous. 
eye t and keep in awe fuch dignified mifcreants. However, 
for my own part, I have refolved to make war upon this 
powerful and pernicious Cabal, and I will boldly ufe that /1- 
berty, which as a freeman of Rome, I am legally intitled to— 
but it is in ypur power only, to make my good endeavours 
effe&ually feryiceable to you.— I would not be understood to 
excite you to any kind of force— no J — let us fight them with 
their own weapons ! The fame engines „ which they have 
made ufe of to raife themfelves, will I doubt not, if rightly 
employed, even yet be fufficient to pull them down. 

Not long fince we thought we had reafon to complain of the 
(quznder ingtbe public money, and of the exorbitant riches, znd ex- 
ceilive^0?wroffome particular perfons; but now thofe perfons 
are fo far from being ^contented to go off with impunity, that 
they have again worked themfelves into power, Thty Jlru£ 9 
they domineer j and treat us with fcorn and infolence, as if they 
thought it not a robbery, but an honour to have cheated the 
nation. Our 
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Our fervants, my Countrymen,—- our very menial jervaats 
have fpirit enough to difobey the unjuft commands of their 
matters — and (hall we the free-born generous citizens of the 
ftate, ftand dill and patiently fuffer the yoke to be put about 
our necks ! 

But pray let us confider a little what fort of men thefe are, 
who have thus ieized on the reins of government ! —They 
are men of evil principles and worfe practices — defigning— 
proud — rapacious — violent and unforgiving— determined by 
any and all means to purfue their own felfijh views, and to 
make every tie of religion, honour and public virtue either 
bend, or give way to their dark defigns. And this fociety, 
'What fhall I term it f this junto are firmly and ftrongly united 
by that wicked bond, of having all been involved in the fame, 
or equal crimes. However, if we had been as careful to pre- 
serve our liberties, as they have been induftrious to wrejl them 
from us— our confiitution had not been fo fhocked and un- 
settled as it now is, nor would fo ftiany great potts in the go- 
vernment, have been in the hands of the moft criminal, inftead 
of the moft deferving members of the community. 

Our anceftors ventured their lives and fortunes, to preferve 
their privileges, and to keep up a proper balance in the ftate 
— and (hall we not ftir one ftep, not dare to , run the lead 
rifque, to deliver down to pofterityj thofe privileges, which 
we have received from thefe our virtuous progenitors. Sure- 
ly, we ought the more refol'utely.to contend for tbem— -ras it 
is more dishonourable to lofe tbem, than never to have had them* 

But perhaps it may be aiked— what is it proper for us to 
do in this fitutaion ? Shall we remonflrate — or £haU we im- 
peach ? I will not take upon me to prefcribe to you a parti- 
cular method of proceeding ; but I will be bold to fay,— 
that fome ftand ought immediately to be made— fome flop 
put, if it be poflible,to the tyjrannous and difgraceful adrni* 
siiftration of the cabal— that the people of Rome may not fuf- 
fer this fhamefull reproach— " that they who.ufed to oppofe 
€i and condemn the lead irregularities or incroachments of 
" their Kings, now lie down eafy and fatisried, under the 
" heavieft and moft arbitrary oppreffion oijix or f even of their 
* c own fellow-fubjtcls !" If we have not fpirit enough to roufe 
©urfelves upon this important occafion, our condition is 
Wretched indeed, and almoft de(]>erate !— for while we are 
fubdued at home, fatter than we conquered abroad in the, 
late war— and while no man is allowed a plaqe in the fenate- 
houfe, that is not thought, by thefe matters, lefs likely to 
defend the peoples liberties, than to give up his own — while 
hardly any one can be fecure from punishment but he who 
Ss 2 has 



[ 3*6 J 

has dcfcrvcd it condignly — while wegrtnt fuch immenfe Sup- 
plies, and let them be diffipated without account— while 
we droop beneath our fears— while we are forced to fubmit 
to the mod notorious blunders and imbecilities in office — la 
a word, while we lavi(h our treafures, and difgrace our moft 
virtuous and illuftrious characters in the nation— a man may 
venture to prophefy, " that, unlefs the Gods are pjeafed t<* 
" work a miracle for us at home* as they have done many 
" abroad, the time is not far diftant, when this ancient ancj 
** noble frame of government, ,the admiration of ages, (hall 
<c be diflbived— and we, who l^ave been fo offen conquerors* 
lhall be no longer /rumen. 



To the Right Honourable Lord NORTH. 
My Lord, 

AS your Lordfhip's adminiftrationhas not been yet diftin- 
guifhed with 'any one a&ion, which has fhewn you 
to be either a ftatefman or a patriot, or to have had the leaft 
regard for the honour of your royal Mailer ; I (hall take the 
liberty to offer you a plan, which I am confident has not yet 
entered into the head of any pne of the prefent, worthy fet of 
Minifters your coadjutors in the drudgery of ftate affairs \ an4 
as it will not only raife a very large revenue, at lead two 
millions fterling/vr annum without laying any one additional 
tax on the manufacturer and labouring poor, but will infure 
your Lordfhip popularity artd from a moft deUjlable^ ren-r 
der you a moft delegable Premier, - 1 m^ke no doubt of 
your adopting it, and thereby confirming the declarations of 
yo\iT friends, who often affert in print, that you are a very great 
financier, and a fearcher after bqneft f\me. 

I think my plan the only one you can purfue, and the laft 
' chance voq have left to fhew, that it is not for the emolu- 
ments of office that you have undertaken to guide the helm of 
our crazy veflel, which has fuffered very much of late from 
tempeftuous feas of ftrife and divifiop. It is peculiarly adapted 
my Lord, to yoijr happy fituation in private life, for fortune 
has blefleil you with an income fully fufRcient to maintain the 
dignity of a peer's fon,and a large paternal eftate muftfin courfc 
of nature) foon fall into your hands^ which will fully anfwer 
all the demands of a frugal temperate family. You are nc^ 
encumbered like your predeceiTor with fettlements for kept- 
miftrefTes, and therefore may the more readily comply with 
my fcheme, and I am confident you will make all the 
penfjoned hirelings of the court, fuch as Onflow, &c. 
' • th$ 
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die with fliame, when they behold you defervedly placed, on 
the flrength of my proje&, amongft the venerable Britifh 
worthies : an honour which you certainly never will attain 
fry any other means. Without further preface, my L,ord, 
fny propofal is no more than this, that you fhould {hew to 
the world, that you prefide at the he«d of ^affairs, only for 
the public good ; and not to di&ate to your royal Matter any 
measures that may tend to create a coolnefs between him and 
hisfubjedsj and that you really intend to keep your poft 
durante vita. Nobly deferve your dignity, by throwing the 
f alary and perquifites of your office into the public treafury, for 
% he valuable purpofes of decreasing the taxes on the neceflaries 
of life, a/id of paying offthenational debt — Let a committee of 
tinpenfioned gentlemen be appointed to inquire into the ftate of 
all the penfions both in this kingdom and Ireland, and let none* 
remain, but to widows of land and fea officers, and thofe who 
have performed the njoft effential and fignal fervices for the 
ftate. 

And as a recommence to your Lordlhip and all cotemporary 
find fucceeding Minifters who devote their time to the public 
fervice, without purloining from the public treafury—- let a 
pew order of knighthood he created, to precede in digdity 
the noble order'of the garter— -to be entitled The Celestial 
Prjder of ViRTUE,«r-the ribbon to be azure blue, and there- 
on to be embroidered in figures of gold, the thoufands^ir an* 
mm, and the portion of life given up, by the heroic wearer 
to the fervice of his country. In this order muft be included 
the archbilhops, bifliops, deans, and prebendaries, who no doubt; 
wiH be extremely fond of this new inveftiture, and will readily 
fubmit on fuch conditions to have the furplus of their enor- 
mous incomes (after allowing a decent maintenance to poor 
country curates and town retailers of prayers at one {hilling 
per congregation) applied to the public fervice. 
f Thus, my Lord, I have given you the out-lines of a great 
plan, much talked of in the time of Pitt, but wiped out with 
a treafury fpunge at the birth of Chatham. Finifli the piece 
jny Lora, with all your high colouring, even the cold clay 
of old Newcaftle may be mixed up in the composition, for he 
{corned a penfion ; and when it U ready for your royal Maf. 
ter's cabinets-get the good, the trarjfccndently amiable Queen 
to place it there— and applauding millions (hall blefs the So- 
vereign, and even the partial Macaulay tranfqiit your name 
with immortal honour to pofterity. 

On no other terms will the adminiftration pf North be 
acceptable to the people. I ftiall attend your nexjt levee to 
fee if you look vittuoufly inclined^ an$ if J cap, 4ifcqver the 

lea$ 
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leaft favourable fymptom of a change in your feverifh foul, 
1 will make my J>ow, and prefent you the firft ribbon of tbe 
new order — wrought by the hands of an unfullied virgin, 
whofc hands were never otherwife employed, except when 
lifted up in prayer for the converfion of fuch wicked wretches 

as S -h, W- h and R y, the debauchees of the 

day ; but if I find no marks of penitence for paft failings, I 
(hall give you up, and keep my ribbon forfome future Mintfter, 
a Rockingham, or a Sir George Saviile. In the interim, I have 
She honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfcip's 

Moft humble, &c. &c. &c* &c. 

Jacobus Henriqubs Secundum 



To thePrinter of the POLITICAL REGISTER 

SIR, 

IN the month of May laft, I tranfmitted to you, for th* 
ufe of your very accurate and complete Register of Po^ 
j,itical events ; the manly, nervous petition of his Majefty* 
mtural-born fubjefts of the ifland of Grenada and the Grena- 
dines, juflly complaining of the unconditional privileged 
granted to the King's new adopted French, Roman catholic 
lubjeds. I likewife gave you an account of the mifcarmge 
of that petition, but I did not imagine that its failure at that , 
time woujd have prevented the removal of thofe real griev- 
ances under which the natural- born fubje£h then laboured, 
for thefriends ofthe Minifter had prom i fed long before Gover- 
nor Mel vile fet oqt on his return to his government, that he 
fhould be provided with inftru&ions, agreeable to his own be-* 
nevolent intentions, to fuperfede the meafures that had been 
taken in his abfence by the Lieutenant Governor Fitzmau- 
rice in favour pf the French fubjefis ; but you will find, Sir, 
by the inclofed papers that all the expectations of the natural- 
born fubjecb, of aid from Lord Hillfborough's office have been 
wrong founded and that the fame influence which prevailed 
aj the peace of Paris, (till prote&s and favours the French 
Roman catholic fubje&s of the ceded iflands of Grenada and 
the Grenadines at the Britifh court, nor am I without my 
lufpjeions that fome folks are well paid for the illegal mea- 
fures they have purfued with refpeft to the administration of 
(he government of this colony. 

However, I hope pur worthy govcrnpr, who is iinivcrfally 
efteemed and belqved will prove an overmatch for all the ene- 
mies 
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mies of the proteftant caufe. His fituation indeed' is ex- 
tremely delicate, and Lord Hillfborough's having left him in 
it to a£t at difcretion without pofitive inftru&ions, expofes 
him* as I fuppofe it was intended, to the hazard of incurring 
the odium of the French Roman-catholics, and rendering his 
refidtnce in the ifland extremely difagfeeable ; if he does his 
duty, and follows hu inclination of affording relief to the op* 
..prefled natural-born fubje£b: while, on the other hand, if 
be was to acquiefce in fo impolitic, fo infamous a meafure, at 
that of allowing the French Roman-catholic tixbjc&sftau in 
the affembly of reprefentatiyes, and in the King's council,, and 
Was to proceed to bufinefs with an adminiftration fo Formed, 
every honeft Englifhman who is concerned for the honour of 
his country, the fecurity of the proteftant religion, and the 
extcnfion of the laws of England, to every part of his Ma- 
iefty's dominions, would loudly demand 1 , not only hjs recall* 
Vut that he ihould be properly punifhed* for fubmittihg to 
Juch a daring violation of the conftitutional principles of the glorious 
resolution* As I am well convinced this will not be the cafe, 
I am- only apprehenfive that the French fubje&s, through 
their prevailing intereft at Whitehall, may fo - far refent the 
laudable oppofition he has, and ft ill will continue to make, 
agairift their enjoying all the birth-right privileges of Briton*; 
that his whole fortitude will hardly befufficicnt to determine 
him to live amongft them. In lefs than three weeks I ex- 
pe& an exa& ftate of the fituation of public affairs in that 
ifland, and I will fend it you as foon as I receive it. And 
in the mean time I defire you would propofe this queftion to 
your numerous readers : — ^ 

Whether it is . proper, at the prefent crifis, when we are 
hourly expe&ing a rupture with Spain and France, or both, 
to permit Freneh conqUend Roman Catholic fubje&s, to 
have a confiderable lhare in ths \:giflative and executive 
branches of government in a valuable colony, which only in 
the laft war belonged to the French — and which fubje£fc 
tnanifeftfy difcover an attachment to France, by fending their 
children to that country for education I 

I . ra Err, 

Grefvtnor-fqutri, Your humble fervant, 

fiw. 20, 1 770, R # S. 
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Granada. 

To his Excellency Robert Mplvile, Efq; bis Majeftfs Captain 
General, and Governor in Chief of the Southern Charibhee 
JJIands of Grenada* the Grenadines* Dominica* Saint Vincent and 
Tobago* He. 

May it pleafe your Excellency, 
TTfE his majefty's ever faithful, loyal and obedient fub- 
VV je&s, the grand-jury of the ifland of Grenada, on 
this firft occafion that hath offered fince your excellency's 
return to your government, humbly beg leave to congratulate 
you upon an event fo truly joyful to every true lover of the 
feritifh conftitution, at a juncture fo very critical to all who 
were interefted in the profperity and happinefs of this 
colony. 

Our moft grateful acknowledgements are due to the juftice 
and difcernment of the beft of princes and his council, for 
this triumph over the unheard of and unrelenting malice, and 
the moft fcandalous and invidious falfehoods vented with the 
moft matchlefs and fhamelefs affurance, and purfued with 
the moft perfecuting and malignant fpirit, againft the attacks 
of which even virtue can have no (hield. 

Called upon by the duty we owe to our royal mafter, the 
father of all his people, — by that which we owe to our 
country—to Qurfelves— to our pofterity — and in difcharge of 
the office to which we have been appointed, we have agreed 
upon an addrefs to the king's moft excellent majefty, on the 
prefent conftitution and unhappy fituation of this ifland ; and 
we humbly pray your excellency t# tranfmit the fame to his 
majefty's fecretary of ftate for the Plantations to be laid before 
his majefty, in whofe known goodnefs we confidently rely for 
relief. 

Deeply interefted as we are in every matter that refpe&s 
this ifland, yet is it with the moft humble fubmiffioivwe pre- 
fume to hint to your excellency the near approach of the 
time limited for the duration of the ad for eftablifhing courts 
of king's-bench, common-pleas and error : — an aft fo very 
cflential, that under the prefent conftitution of this colony, it ap- 
pears to us to be a matter of very juft confutation for your 
excellency, whether, as this adk is to expire on the firft 
meeting of the council and afTembly, after the expiration of 
the three years mentioned in the laft claufe of it, your excel* 
lency ought not to prevent an event which muft be produ&iwe 
of fuch evil confequences as the expiration of f he a£t itfelf, or 
She revival of it by your excellency, by* and with the advice 

and 
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*ni tbnfent of the other branches of the legijldture, until the 
doubts refpe&ing the legality of thefe branches, as at prefent 
conftituted, are removed by lawful authority from Great 
Britain. 

Court-Houfe> September 10, 1770. 

' III! I llll I M I Ill I I 

Grenada.- 

To the King's Moft Excellent Majefty* 

the humble Jddrefs of the Grand-Jury of the IJland of 
Grenada. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign* 

WE your majefty's truly loyal, obedient and faithful 
fubje£fa, the grand-jury of the ifland of Grenada, 
called upon by the duty we owe to your tnajefty, to out 
country, to ourfelves and to pofterity, and in difcharge of 
the office to which by law we have been appointed, moft * 
humbly befeech your majefty to permit us at this critical 
juncture to addrefs your facred perfon on the prefent confti- 
tution and unhappy fituation of this colony. 

The gracious aflurances which your majefty, by your royal 
proclamation of the feventh of October 1763, was pleafed to 
give us for the enjoyment of the benefit of the laws of your 
realm of England, until an aflembly (hould be called in fuch 
manner and form as was ufed and directed in thofe colonies'- 
3nd provinces in America, which were under your majefty's 
immediate government ; and that exprefs power and directions 
had been by your majefty given to your governor of this 
colony to call fuch an aflembly, as foon aa the ftate and cir- 
cumftances thereof would permit, and alfo with advice and 
confent of your council and of the faid . aflembly (when 
called) to make, conftttute, and ordain laws x ftatutes an4 
ordinances for the public peace, welfare and good govern- 
ment of the faid colony, and of the people and inhabitants* 
thereof, as near as might be agreeable, to the laws of England, 
and under fuch regulations and reftri&ions as were ufed in 
your, other colonies— were dutifully and confidentially relied 
upon by your majefty's natural born fubjects, thus invited 
and encouraged to venture their lives and property in fo great 
a, national concern, as the fettlement and improvement of a 
country, fituated in fo inhospitable and unfavourable a 
climate. 

, With fentiments of the utmoft gratitude, we afterwards 
beheld the arrival of your majefty's governor in this ifland, 
With acbmmiffion under the great- feal of Great-Britain, and 

Wot. VII. T* iaftruaion* 
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inftruSions under your majefty's fign manual, containing* 
fuch exprcfs power and directions as your majefty had before 
declared had been given to him : and alfo injoining and re- 
quiring all perfons who fliould be of the council or aflembly, 
or who Should hold, or be appointed to any office or place of 
truft in this ifland, to take the ftate oaths, and fubfcribe the 
declaration againft tranfubftantiation, commonly called die 
teft : that fecurity for the enjoyment as well of our civil, as of 
our religious liberty. ' 

Your majefty having thus gracioufly compkated the con- 
stitution of this colony upon the fame moft invaluable plan of 
the mother country, and of thofe other colonies, which were 
under your majefty's immediate government, we firmly relied 
that fuch constitution was thereby unalterably and perma- 
nently fixed, * and to be fubjed to no change, but fuch as 
thereafter might be thought, proper to be made by your : 
majefty, by and with the content of the reprefentativcs of the 
people in trie faid aflembly. 

Depreffing indeed, moft gracious fovereign, is the re- 
flection, that this conftitution hath been moft materially 
altered, and in our opinion the fafety and Security of the 
colony, ahd of our liberties and property put in manifeft 
danger, by a difpenSation of the declaration before-mentioned, 
by your royal prerogative only, and by an inftruction under 
your majefty's fign manual ; and this exertion of power by 
your majefty's minifters is the more alarming, as it was in 
favour of a people under many difqualifications by laws then 
confefledly in full force, and who'have given no proof what- 
ever of Any attachment to the Britifh intereft. 

This partial and unnatural preference over your majefty's 
natural born Roman cathplick fubjeAs, many of whom are 
refident in this ifland, and who dutifully fubmit to the laws 
which have precluded them from the like benefits, could 
only have been procured by the moft grofs mifreprefentations 
toyoijr majefty's minifters, particularly of the property which 
they pofTefs in the ifland. 

By this new and extraordinary regulation we fee your 
majefty's new adopted fubje&s (lately our declared enernies) 
palling laws in a language they -do not underftand, and made 
capable to fit in judgment as well upon the lives as upon the 
liberties and properties of Britifh fubje&s, which they are to 
try by laws and Statutes which they cannot even read. 

It is, indeed, moft gracious fovereign, a melancholy re- 
flection that fix of thofe new fubjeds, by being made juftices 
of the peace, would, were it not for the interpofition of a law 
of the colony, now very near expiring, be judges of a court, 

with 
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with the fame plenitude of power here, as your majefty't 
court of kingVbench poflefles in England. 

Whatever ofcgfrt have been the motive to this meafure in 
favour of your n^eRy's new fubjefls, we dare appeal to the 
minifter to who© your roajefty hath committed the care of the 
colonies, that although fuch a length of time hath parted, it 
hath yet produced no good effe<ft whatever : on the contrary 
it hath drawn after it a train of evils, which cannot be un- 
known to that minifter* and which muft daily increafe until 
the caufe itfelf be wholly removed, or at leaffc its fatal influ- 
ence over the ele&ions be abolifhed. 

That this will foon be the cafe— that the constitution of 
this colony, as firft eftablifhed by your majefty will be re- 
stored, and declared to be permanently and unalterably fixed 
and fubjeA to no change but fuqh as (hall be'made by law, we 
truft in your majefty's innate goodnefs and well-known 
fatherly care and concern for .your people, however far re- 
moved from your royal prefence. 
Court-Houfe, Sept. 10, 1770. Signed by the Grand -Jury. 

To the Emtor of <hc"pOLtTICAL REGISTER. 

SIR, 

NOTHING affords me greater pleafure, than the re- 
marks of the learned and judicious part of foreign wri- ' 
ters, on the conduct of our own national affairs : But the 
complex nature of our government, the caufes and effeds 
that refult from it, are fo incomprehenfible to the capacity 
of foreigners, that their obfervations on the affairs of En- 
gland, are rather more amufing than fnftru&ive. 

Italy has ever been famous for celebrated hiftorians, 
though they ever have been accufed of laying the caufes of 
events too deep, and (like Italians) of imputing every event 
to an evil, rather than a virtuous intention : In this leverity 
I am juftified by a work that lately hath been published in 
that country, under the title of V Htfioria delta ultima gufr- 
ra, wrote by the learned- Sign tor Palavachini, a noble Ve- 
netian, ' whofe long refidence in England, and whofe inti- 
mate connexions with fome of the firft of our nobility, 
might have fumifhed htm with more authentic materials and 
anecdotes, relating to our national affairs, than thofe be 
hath made ufe of. 

The motived he affigns for the conduft of the Englifh 
minifters, in concluding the treaties of Utrecht and Fontain- 
bleau, are fo wild and erroneous, that had he not, as is well 
known, long refided in the Chevalier de St. George's family 
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at Rome, fuch vifionary extravaganzas could never have en- 
tered into his thoughts : To expofe his abfurdities, and with* 
the hopes of giving pleafure to your readers, I here fend you 
a quotation from this much celebrated work, the language 
of which is going to lofe much of its force and energy by my 
tranflatioo.— ^A Dillitanjti. 

Remarks of a Noble Venetian, on the ConduEl of the 

Englijb Miniflers, in the Treaties of the Peace of Utrecht, 

and that of Fontainbleau. 

*' THE power and vigor of the Englifh nation, may 
juftly be looked upon as the greateft phcenomenon that hath 
appeared in the political world fince the deftrudion of the 
Roman empire : Though to nature little indebted for any 
advantages of foil, of climate, or extent of country ; yet, 
from its infular fituation, a well-combined form of govern- 
ment, a wife bod v of laws, a marine that furpafles in ftrength 
and power any the world ever before faw, an extenfive and 
ufeful commerce, arifing from the furprifing cultivated ftate 
of their land, which abundantly produces eorn and wool, 
and food and warm cloathing, which are the universal want 
of all nations ; from the effects of this combination of Angu- 
lar advantages, they have, by degrees, arrived at fuch a 
period of power and glory, as never was equalled by any 
other nation, either antient or modern. ■ 

** The aera of the happinefs of the Englifh nation is dated 
from the revolution, which happened in the vear 88 of the 
laft century, when they expelled that pious (overeign James 
the fecond, who was fo illuftrious a pattern of the holy Ro- 
man apoftolic religion : He, virtuous prince ! did not- chufe 

to be d d in the next world, for wearing an heretical 

crown in this : He therefore retired to France, where he en* 
joyed, in folitude and devotion, the free exercife of that ho* 
ly religion which the Englifh nation would not permit 
him. 

" But, whatever advantages attended the revolution, the 
Englilh muft theipfelves confefs, it was, not without a great 
mixture of evil : for, by calling of princes from the contU 
nent to t^eir throne, they have from that, .to the prefent per 
riod of time, (only feventy-four years) been engaged in four 
continental wars, which continued 37 years, or half the 
time fince the expulfion of the Stuart family : Yet, what to 
j>ofterity will appear incredible, notwithftanding the violent 
efforts, and the enormous expence of blood and treafure, 
they have, even under tbefe difadvantages, encreafed in 
power ai^d ftrength $ whilft their rivals, the French and 

SpaniQ* 
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Spantfh nations, have exhaufted the vitals of their country, 
♦and reduced themfelves to ruin and beggary. 

" The Englifh, it muft be confefied, is the only nation 
that ever yet united the knowledge and a&ivity of war, with 
the laborious arts'of agriculture and trade. From their fupe- 
rior bravity and intrepidity, which alone is the refult of their, 
form of government, have they acquired more honour and 
reputation In their quarrels, than any other nation in Europe 
can boaft of : Yet, when their enemies have been humbled 
and proftrate at their feet, by fome unhappy fatality in their 
councils, they never have fecured advantages adequate to 
their victories, and the expence of their conquefts. Many 
of our own Italian hiftorians have imputed this ftrance con- 
^ dudt of the Englifh, to the fuperior talents and abilities of 
the minifters of France, in the arts of negotiation. To me 
thefe reafons have ever appeared vague and unfatisfaftory; 
and, after a long refidence amongft that profound, judicious 
people, caufes of a more fecret kind, I think, muft have 
prevailed : let us, therefore, attempt to difcover them. . 

" It is the well known privilege of an Englilh monarch, 
limited as his power is in many refpeds, to appoint his own 
minifters, and to make peace and war, without confulting 
the people : And though Oxford and Bolingbroke were im- 
peached by the parliament, for the pretended facrifices they 
made to an exhaufted enemy, at the treaty of Utrecht ; yet in 
every thing they afted conformable to the orders of their fove- 
reign :• and it Is a maxim of the Englifh government, " thajt 
the king can do no wrong." 

* c On enquiring into that myfterious tranfadYion, it appeared 
the queen, advanced in years, and broke by infirmities, fee- 
ing no profped of long wearing on her own head fo rich a 
diadem, began to entertain religious female qualms at having < 
fo long detained it from her brother, who had a prior right ; 
Conceflions therefore were to be made at the peace, to Louis 
the XlVth of France, .that he, at the queep's death, might af- 
fift in placing him on the throne of his anceftors : But, if the 
minifters only obeyed the dire&iops of their fovereign, how 
were they criminal? The Englifh hiftorians alledge, that 
the minifters, in compliance with the queen's wifhes, had 
advifed her to thefe meafures ; but that advice could not be . 
proved, and the minifters efcaped national vengeance. 

u After fo complicated a fcene of minifterial artifice, will 
it not to pofterity appear wonderful, that a nation fo wife 
and fo jealous of its interefts, did not, when they called the 
prefent royal family to the throne, concert fome expedients 
again tp prevent the evil they fo loudly companied oft yet, 
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in the lad war, when the fame of the Engliih arms; lib? 
that of their commerce, was triumphantly carried into the. 
four quarters of the globe, and their enemies were again 
proftrate at their feet, ready to fubmit to the moft humilia- 
ting terms of peace ; after iiich a feries of brilliant, glorious 
alhons, as never were performed by any nation, or any mi- 
nifter, but the great Pitt himfelf, in the midft of his rapid 
fuccefles, he was, by the intrigues of the cabinet, and the 
flu&uating ftate of the Englifh councils, driven from pow- 
cr, and fucceeded by a minifter of the name of Stuart, and a 
defcendant of that royal houfe, 

« Bleft as he was with all the virtues of his family, the 
new minifter was odious to the whole nation, but to the 
joung fovereign and his royal mother, whQfe benevolent, 
ttfifufpe&ing hearts, could not, like the people, entertain 
iendments unfavourable to the loyalty or attachment of a 
man, who had given fo many Aiming proofs of his piety 
and affe&ion during the education of his royal pupil : The 
people of England, always difcontented, publicly exclaim- 
ed, that was the new minifter a free agent* he would rather 
have enjoyed the fweets of power under a prince of his own 
name, than be a fervant of the Brunfwick line, whofe fami- 
ly himfelf and his houfe had always detefted. 

" But when men of virtuous principles are determined 
upon benevolent a&ions, various are the ways of doing 
them : loyalty, and a firm attachment to their own princes, 
is a virtue that hath always {hone forth in the Scotch nation. 
The new minifter, greatly affe&ed at the diftrefles to which 
the fovertigns of France and Spain were reduced by the mea- 
sures of Pitt's adminiftration, and whofe national finances 
were exhaufted fo low, that for three years they were unable 
|o remit to the unhappy, diftreffed prince, at Rome, thofe 
appointments that had always been allowed fince their exile 
from the Englifh throne, which had reduced thatvVirtuous 
family even to a ftarving condition : but Heaven, in their 
diftrefles, raifed them a friend of their own blood and fa- 
mily : he, in gratitude to the courts of Verfailles and Ma- 
drid, ftopt the effufion of human blood, and enabled the 
monafrchs of France and Spain immediately to pay the arrears 
due on their penfion, and benevolently to ac)d fixty thoufand 
ftudi a year, to their former benefa&ions. 
- v " The turbulent Englifh nation, always diilatisfied, even 
with its moft virtuous minifters, loudly exclaimed againft 
the terms of the peace ; but the preliminary articles being ap- 
proved by the parliament, gives him a fecurity from future 
jiapger : and fo fooji & he had thus benevolently (hewn his 
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affeftion and loyalty to his own natural prince, which, it * 
Aippofed, was his only motive for coming into power, im- 
mediately he retired from public biifinefs, and now fmiUs 
with contempt at the refentment of a people whom he juftly 
abhors, • for their inhuman treatment to die princes of his own 
royal houfe." 



Thoughts on the Causes of an approaching War, 

NATIONS, between whom mutual jealoufies and inju- 
ries have kindled up a war, never lay down their arms, 
but with an intention to refume them at a more favourable op- 
portunity.— So opens the celebrated Hiftory of George the 3d. 

That the turbulent, ambitious minifters of France, have 
never failed to infult and incroach upon their neighbours, the 
moment they flatter themfelves their finances were in a con- 
dition to fupport a war, their haughty condu& to all Europe, 
for a whole century paft, will bear the ftrongeft evidence. 

Yet, after the aifnonour and the difgrace the prefent chief 
minifter of France had brought both upon his country, and, 
his own perfonal chara&er, by the contemptible, ridiculous' 
figure, they made in the laft war, all the fober, thinking 
men in Europe, believed, as he had by his folly and temerity, 
exhaufted the vitals of his country, and bitterly felt the fu- 
perior bravery, and the amazing vigor, which this country 
is capable of exerting in war, that it would be to him a leflbrt 
of prudence, not foon to wantonly difturb the peace of Europe, 
and again fet in flames the four quarters of the globe. 

But minifters, like men in private life, are ftrangely in- 
fluenced in their conduit by the nature of their education ; 
and the prefent haughty, chief minifter in France, having 
been brought up in a life of pleafure and diflippation in the 
army, there he imbibed that levity, prefumption, and au- 
dacity, which with wonderful fuccefs is cultivated in that 
lervice, and which are indeed the prevailing features in the 
chara&er of every Frenchman : as a warrior in that land of 
folly, is looked up to by that people as the moft glorious and 
immortal chara&er, fo are the parafites and dependents of the 
minifter conftantly extolling him, as a true fon of Mars, 
whofe only delight is in war, in conqueft, and making the 
rivals of his country feel the invincible power of the nume- 
rous armies of France. 

Let it not, however, be thought this valiant, intrepid hero, 
ever greatly diftinguiflied himfelf for his prowefs in military 
achievements : on the contrary,' like Cataline, he ever was 
remarkable for being " fluent in words, bold in peaceful 
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councils, but of a cold inadive hand in War." Irritated it 
his haughty imperious behaviour, fince He came into power, 
his brave aflbciates, and fellow- companions in the fervice, 
often reproached him, that for his rapid progrefs to power, 
(and fure no man ever had a greater) he was more indebted, 
aufiurreau, qii a It pit. The arts of gallantry, and the frmles 
of his fovereign's concubine, he well knew were, at Verfailles, 
the only paths to power: arid thefe arts he cultivated with 
fuccefs. 

As he enjoyed before the peace* fo does he ftill enjoy, -the 
department of the war, which in the French government fo 
iiiperior to all the other offices of the ffate. So foon as he 
had recovered from the panic and Hurry, that his own inca- 
city, and the (hameful behaviour of the army during the war' 
had thrown him into, his thoughts were turned to introduce 
a more exaft difcipline amongft thofe troops, ninety thoufand 
of which had, at the battle of Minden, been put into disorder, 
and gallantly driven off the field of battle, by only fix or eight 
regiments of the firm, intrepid, English infantry. 

'Till the late peace, a liberty, and a licentioufnefs, pre-' • 
vailed in the armies of France, in a degree equal to the 
tyranny and defpotifm that gulled the people in the civil 
branches of government; the army was confidered as the demo--, 
cfatic part of their conftitution, and to that the people reforted, 
to enjoy the fweets of liberty. Commanded by fuch generals 
as were appointed by the caprice and folly of a favourite Sul- 
tana, and fuch plans of operations as were given by fucb a mi- 
nifter, is it to be wondered at, that their troops were the ob- 
jects of ridicule to all the other armies in Europe ? 

The invincible monarch of Pruflia, after having mcafured 
his own exa& difcipline with a numerous'herd of thefe troops, ■ 
at the ever memorable battle of Rofbac, with his ufual feverity 
and farcafm, archly remarked, that the female mintfter of his 
brother the French king, had fent to hght him, a drove of 
frijfeurS) inftead of an army of foldiers. Yet fuch is the vanity 
and preemption amongft all ranks of that infatuated nation, 
that it would be lefs dangerous to confpire againft the ftate* 
than contradi£t the eft ab lifted maxim, " that one French 
foldier, by his fuperior fpirit and bravery, will always beat two 
Englifh ones." 

In fpite, however, of the national partiality to their own 
fuperior bravery, a reform, by the minifter, was judged ne- 
ceffary in the difcipline of the troops : but, as molt of the of- 
ficers, and even many of the foldiers, ferve more for vanity, 
or what they calU a motive of honour, than for a pecuniary re- 
ward \ for the military pay is fmall, fo they thought themfelve9 

intitled 
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Entitled to an exemption from that restraint and fubordination, 
which is pra&ifed in the armies of other belligerent nations, 
where the appointments and emoluments are fo much fu- 
perior. The innovation of a reform in the difcipline, fo great- 
ly ' fhocked their prejudices, that long has been the ftruggle 
between the minifter and the army, at fubmitting to it ; andt 
the difguft was fo great, that more than one half of their own 
national troops deferted their regiments : a tolerable difcipline 
is, however, at laft cftablifhed, and the minifter, who piques 
himfelf on being a warrior, is now burning with impatience 
to try the fuccefs of his new regulations, and wipe away the) 
dishonour, both the army, and he himfelf, fuftained, in the 
difgraces of the laft war. 

As the de&fines of Machtavel have ever been the code of 
politics of the French court) fo, when the circumftances in 
4he times are favourable', they are never at a lofs for a plau* 
fiblc pretext to difturb the peace of Europe; and, by their re*. 
. fined fubtlety and kfcavrirfaire, have they acquired more' ad- 
vantages than our own nation can boaft of, from the amazing 
lucceft of all its moft brilliant vittories : the important ac- 

Juifitions of the Spanifh Low Countries, of Alface, Franche 
!ompte, the rich principality of Lorraine, and that impene- 
trable frontier both on, the ftde of the Rhine, and on Flanders, 
bath put them, though a continental power, in a ftate of fe- 
ttirity, that the horrors of war cannot be brought into the 
bofom of their own country ; an advantage which no other 
nation on the continent can boaft of. 

With thefe advantages, it will be ever retained in the ar- 
chives of the court of Verfailles, how their minifters were 
©ut-witted by' the fpirit and activity of the Engltfh nation, in 
making reprifah of their fhips at theopening of the late war, 
before fo fatal a blow was expe&ed. To be over- reached 
in the arts of cunning and policy, which they have ever looked 
upon as their own exclufive privilege, is an infult never to 
be pardoned by their prefent turbulent chief minifter : and ricr 
fooner did the war open in the northern and eaftern parts of 
Europe, than, under that plaufible pretext, he began to pre- 
pare for any favourable events that may happen ; and, fron> 
his haughty, imperious maxifris of government, no wonder 
fhould fome important blow be given before a declaration of 
war is made. 

The ftrong fortifications that, fince the late peace,, have 
been made, and the formidable garrifons that, by degrees, 
have been accumulating at the iflands of Mauritius and Bbtir- 
bon, may juftly alarm the proprietors of the Eaft India Com- 
pany for the dangers to which their rich fettlements are now ex- 
pofed ; and though the enemy have not a ftrength to keeVbof- 
Vol.VII. ' Uu ld&o 



( 33<> ) 
fsSoh of them, the amazing ftroke made by M, Dupleix, i« 
the year 1746, demonftrates that a fuccefsful co&p <U main y 
well compensates for the expence of the expedition. 

Though the prefent chief miniftcr of France has neither 
the talents of a great foldier, or a great minifter, yet does he 
poflefs that alertnefs and quicknefs of conception, which fo 
ftrohgly marks the charader of his nation. No fooner did he 
difcQvcr the inteftine troubles that prevailed in every part of 
this diftra&ed country, and the paffive character of his Grace 
of G. who he well knew could no longer fupport his high 
office, than he preferved the peace ; than he thought the cir» 
cumftances in the times too inviting, not to draw at leaft fome 
advantages from the inteftine troubles of his rivals and dan* 
gerous enemies : But to have openly attacked any branch of 
pur own dominions, he well knew would have roufed the re- 
fentment of the whole nation, which muft have* compelled, * 
his Grace of G. to refign the reins of government into abler 
hands. 

After long cautioufly cafting his eye* about, he fixed on the 
Ifland pf Corftca as a valuable and convenient acquifition ; 
and all the arts of the mod refined cafuiftry were difplayed^that 
jthe States of Genoa might convey to them the fovercignty of 
the iilahd» without too much alarming our own, or any of 
the powers interefted in the tranfa&ion. 

Infenfible of the remonftrances of the court of Turin, or 
• the glorious efforts of a free people, flruggling and fighting 
for their liberties, did his Grace of G. tamely fubmit his 
.rival in glory, and the inveterate enemies of his country, to 
take poneflion of the ifland, even without (hewing the appear- 
ance of refentment; and the immenfe advantages of the ac«. 
quifition will appear in their full luftre, when the future 
events (halt again produce an Italian war amongft the powers 
upon the continent. 

, Encouraged by this fuccefs, and hoping the long inteftine 
troubles of this country have (book the pillars of its govern- 
ment, to the roots, the minifter of France flatters himfelf, 
. the favourable moment approaches to humble that fturdy in- 
trepid natidn, which fo often has prefcribed limits to their 
ambition, and under whofe rod of power they fo often have 
. f mar ted. 

But, happily fo r this country, the proje&& pf its enemjes 
. have not always been anfwerable to their wifhes and expect- 
ations ; and future events may (hew the fallibility of the 
French minifter** political calculations, and contribute to 
jraftore that reconciliation with our colonies, and thathannony 
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hi our domeftic troubles, which have fo long unfortunately 
prevailed. 

To attempt disturbing the peace of Europe, and again 
expofe themfelves to the refentment of a nation who fo often 
hath chaftized them for their ambitious, unjuft encroach- 
ments, at a time when, from their late national bankruptcy, 
the public credit is bi ried in ruins, the interior ftate of 
their country reduced to beggary, and when, by draining 
every nerve of government, they cannot even faife their peace 
eftablifhments, is fuch a degree of prefumptidn and temerity, 
as the prefent chief minifter of France alone could be guilty 
of ; but craft and fubtlety can fupply the place of ftrength 
and power only to a certain degree ; and till the atrocious 
incendiaries of the late dread/ul conflagration at Portfmouth 
flrall be difcovered, which in the prefent critical ftate of the 
. affairs of Europe might have proved fatal to this country, 
every man acquainted with the maxims of the French court, 
will entertain fufpicions no way favourable to the innocence 
pr the virtue of the immaculate chief minifter of France. 

But whilft providence, in pity to this prefent diftra&ed, 
though powerful nation, is pleafed indulgently to fpare the 
life of that great ftatefman, who now is fo great an ornament 
among the peers, and he is bled with a fhare of health t$. 
ftand forward in the fervice of his country, this powerful 
empire can have nothing to fear from the feeble attempts of 
the French nation, which from the progrefs of the vices in;? 
herent in its conftitution, and the violent efforts of the feven 
expenfive wars, during the laft and the prefent reigns, is 
now only the fhadow of that monarchy which formerly raifed 
the jealoufy of all Europe from the imaginary fears of unU 
verfal empire. 

Had his grace of G. like his fpirited judicious aflociate, 
the earl of Shelburne, oppofcd the defigns of the minifters of 
France, upon the ifland of Corfica, the dangers of tfar 
might not now be hovering over us : and a fuperficial know- 
ledge only of the national character of his antagonift might 
have convinced him, that it is the invariable maxim of a 
French minifter to encroach where they find a tamenefs to 
f uffer an infult. Cunning, a knowledge'of the perfonal cha- 
ra&er of thofe with whom they have contentions, is the great 
guide to their a£tions either in public or private life, cc ilfaut 
** tater un bomme, pour voir t'H a de caur 9 " this difcoVery 
made, influences them to the moft arrogant infolence, or the 
moft abje<9: fubmiflion. 

How unlike was bis grace's conduct to that fpirited wife 
ftatefman, who had led him into office, and whofe difciple 

Uus he 
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tie might be proud to call himfclf : with what fovcrcign con- 
tempt did he not always treat the vain blufterings, and the 
artful chicanery of the enemies of his country : had his grace 
been bleft with virtue, policy, orwifdom, to follow the great 
lines of bufinels marked out by his friend, they could not 
fail to have led him to honour and reputation ; he had not 
How been funk fo low in the efteem of his country, nor 
would he then have been expofed to themoft cruel of all mor- 
tifications, that of being reproached as a mere novice of a 
ftatefman ; to afftfl a contempt for the fyftem of government 
of his political Mentor y by declaring an intention never again 
to ferve with him in public bufinefs, was the laft feeble' 
efforts of impotent malice, and *> 

No young man, it 'muft be confeft, ever entered on the 
theatre of public bufinefs with fo many advantages as his 
grace of G. eloquent in the fenate, admired for a <J a wn of. 
promifing talents, patronifed by a veteran ftatefman, who was 
the idol of his country ; honoured even for his intemperate 
zeal agalnft that obnoxious minifter, who had produced the 
national difcontents ; and fucceflbr in high office to a noble 
lord, who, though bleft with a fuperior judgment and faga* 
city, had not thofe talents which dazzle and impofe upon the ' 
public, modeftly fatisfied with a confeioufnefs of his own in- 
tegrity, the refltitude of his meafures, and the univerfal love 
and efteem of his fellow citizens, he courted not that invifible 
power to which all the other minifters with much fubmiiSon 
nad bowed their heads. 

With all thefe advantages, his grace, like a wanton, foon 
trifled them away ; and inattentive to the do&rines of hi? 
political guide, he too foon adopted thofe prerogative principles I 
of government which before fo loudly he had exclaimed 
ugainft : and after fo tamely fubmitting to his haughty an- 
tagonift in the afTair of Corfica, he foon again had the morti- 
fication to be intuited by a bluftering remonftrance, for a 
pretended affront offered to the invincible flag of France in one 
*of our own ports. 

It is really both pleafant and inftr.u£Ung to fee to what 
^extremes of preemption the prefent intrepid rri in ifter of 
France is capable of carrying his infults, when be knows bis 
. man ; but from the crouching breed of king-Charles, he weir 
knew there was nothing to fear-; the Stuart blood circulated 
in his grace's veins, and it was in vain to combat with 
Mature. i . 

*' Dangers retreat," faid the moft intrepid monarch that 
ever fat upon the Englifh throne, " when boldly they arc 
coikfronted/' And the great ftatefinan, who ought to have 

»■•'■• »• **• -* - ' - • /. ■ » •■ .. ,.-..-• t% ... •■ fceea 
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fceen'the guide to this novice in politicks, demonftrated in hi* 

own hearing, that had Walpole, with the dignity of aq 

Engiiih minifter, chaftizied, for their firft depredations, the. 

proud feeble court of Madrid, the unhappy war of the year, 

/ X739 had probably been avoided : but Walpole, like the late 

•riiinifter, was infenfible to every thing but the lofs of power} 

fimilar caufes will always produce fimilar effects : and how 

juftly the intuitive knowledge of the guardian genius of this 

country, at the fame time declared, that the tame fubmiffion 

€0 the French conqueft of Corfica, would alfo be productive 

of future encroachments, let the advices from Falkland's 

• ifland, and the prefent complexion pf the times, bear a 

tefttmony. 

The bright inftruftive annals of the hiftory of this nation, 
and " hiftory is phrlofophy teaching by example" might have 
Convinced his grace of G. that no odious minifter long con- 
tinued, with impunity, to infult the juft complaints of a free 
people : yet, with ap obftinacy and infenfibility not to be 
paralleled in the Englifh hiftory, did he perfift to treat with 
contempt the interline troubles he had raifed, and which 
tnight have caufed mortal convulfions in the ftate, had not 
the fatal cataftrophe of the late chief magiftrate of the law 
who he had debauched from the paths of virtue, thrown him 
into a panic ; by which the reins of government fell from 
his hands : and happy for himfelf it might have been, if, in 
following the Roman like example of his friend, he had the 
fame way atoned for the injuries done his country. 
' Is he not as criminal in the eyes of the noble friends of that 
virtuous learned magiftrate, and of every horteft man, as if*, 
frith his own hands, he had conducted the fatal inftrument, 
}fy which he was deprived of life ? but what is the deftru&ion 
6i a fingle citizen, however refpectable, when compared to 
the wounds he left bleeding in the vitals of his country: 
ihe head of a young, obftinate, inexperienced minifter* 
frould make poor atonement for the prefent interline troubles, 
and thft'tianger of again fpilling an ocean of human blood, 
and reducing to indigence and beggary thoufands of citizen* 
who now live in opulence and eafe. 

Is it then permitted in a wife government like our own, 
where impeachments are legal, and oftentimes neceffary, to 
fuffer a fervant of 'the people* the author both of our foreign 
and domeftic troubles, ; to Aide away from office, as if it was 
a common concern of life, and leave the nation, and his 
benevolent prince involved in difficulties, that might puzzl* 

the wifeft heads to extricate us from* 

"• Whatever 
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Whatever may be (he abilities, or the confidence of the 
people, in the pre fen t minifters> we know from unhappy ex- 
perience, that few minified who open a war, continue in 
power till it is finifbed. Had 'the great Marlborough and 
Godolphin, who fo glorioufly conduced the war for the fuc- 
ccffioh of the Spanifh crown, conducted alfo the peace that 
fucceeded it, fome advantages adequate to fuoh a feries of im- 
portant victories, would naturally have been fiipulated for in 
return : or had the .great ftatefman, who with fuch indefati- 
gable pains had reduced the enemies of his country to the 
moft abjeft ftate of humiliation, can it be prefumed from his 
ftern virtue, and his contempt of their feeble power, that, hadt 
he at Fontainbleau conduced the peace, he would again have 
made a fac'rifice of thofe conquefts that had been To dearly 
acquired. 

That inglorious work was by fate referyed for a minifter of 
the x Stuart family : and though ihe good people of this 
country, who inhabit the fouth fide of the Tweed, illiberally 
, reproach the Scotch nation as rebellious fubje&s, the loyalty 
and attachment they (hewed, to what they call the princes of 
their own royal houfe, were fo fully demonstrated by their 
fprrft, their efforts and their fufferings, in the years fifteen and 
forty-five, as fully evinces they are not a degenerate race. 

" The Minifter who conduced the peace of Fontain- 
c * bleau," fays a foreign writer, " more than fufpe&ed of 
•** affection to his own royal family, with pity and regret be- 
cc held the diftreffes to which the courts of Madrid and Ver- 
•« failles were reduced by the war; and in gratitude at the 
" peace, made fome atonement for the generous fupport the 
* 6 French and Spaniih Monarchs had always (hewn his Royal 
ct friends fince their exile from the Englifh realms : after li- 
Ci berally rewarding the foreign friends of his family, be foon 
* 6 called from obicurity into power, the whole fwarm of theCocoa 
** Tree Hive y and fuch of his own countrymen as had always 
*' moft diftingued themfelves for their attachment to his own 
•' Royal houfe: and with a fpirited refentment difgraced and 
* 4 mortified all thofe factious revolutionifts whom be confi- 
* c dered as the enemies to his name and family. 

After fuch notorious inflances of iniquity and folly in our 
r.egociatioris, can it be wondered at, the iubtle refined Mi- 
miters of France fhould befo regardlefsof the dangers and hor- 
sors of war : what conquefts they make, the experience of all 
ages hath {hewn they will always retain : if by our fupejior 
bravery and fuperior power, they are reduced to diftrefs, 
then, from the unhappyflu&uating ftate of the councils and part- 
ties in England the enqiniesfeizeafavourablecircumftancein the 

* time* i 
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times; and by thdr enemies fuperior addrefs in negociation, 
again recover the con quefts, that at an enormous expence. 
of blood and treafure, had been gained in the war. 
Power that is under neither fear nor reftraint, will always 

{row wanfoii and arbitrary. Had not Byng paid with hi* 
fe his remiflhefs and neglect of duty in the fervice of his 
country, that a&iv.ity and bravery, it is more than probable* 
had never fo fuddenly blazed out in. the navy. Caufes, both 
in figging juid negotiating, will ever produce the fameeffe&s: 
and till impeachments are made of that defpotic obftinatc 

Jroung Minifter, who has thrown this unhappy nation into 
uch inteftine convulfion*, and alfo of that now inviKbU fewer* 
who fo wantonly fported with the happineft and intcreft of 
the people at Fontainbleau, future Miniflers.will follow *be 
diaates of their own caprice, till the MAJESTY OF THE 
PEOPLE is exerted to compel them to their duty. 

The appearance of an approaching war makes an enquiry 
into paft abufea more, than ever Decenary j that minifter*, at 
a future negotiation of peace, may know they are at leaft re* 
fponfible to the NATION for their conduct : and, as war is 
fupported by a contribution of the private fortunes QF THE 
PEOPLE OF ENQLAND, it is a juftice they owe them- 
felves to inftruft their repreicntatives in parliament, under 
pain of their higheft difpjeafure, not again to vote fuch enor- 
mous fums of their property to carry on another war, till the 
Minifter who took the lead in negotiation at Fontainbleau* 
fhall have juftified himfelf from the foul fufpicions that ever 
have been entertained of his myfterious condudh 

Should the event of the enquiry be anfwerable. to the 
wiihes of the people, their content, agreeable to his own 
defire, ought then to be given that the preliminary articles 
of the peace of Fontainbleau, may in everlafting cnara&ers, 
be mafked upon his tomb-ftone— as a fatal lefion to future 
Minifters, how, from private felfilh motives, they dare to trifle 
with the happinefs and important interefts of a powerful em- 
pire, and a wife, generous, judicious people, like thofeof this 
country. 



To the P R I N T E R. 



S I R, 



rT^HE people of England would do well to caft their eyes 

JL upon our prefent minifters at foreign courts* and only 

obferve how triumphantly Scotland rides England, and has 

engrafted the direction of all our interefts and connexions 

throughout 
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throughout Europe. Englifh iriterefts in Scotch hands.! one 
would almoft fwear a native of that kingdom was upon the 
throne. • : 

AMBASSADORS, 

PETERSBURGHyi-Lord Cathcart. A Scot; 

VIENNAy—Lord Stormont, nephew of Lord, Mansfield. 
A Scot. 

CONSTANTINOPLE,~Jainee Murray, Efq; a Scot- . 

BERLIN,-^ir Andrew Mitchell, Knight of the, Bathr 
A Scot* 

PARIS,— —Lord Harcourt, whofe mature (Charles Jen- 
kirtfon) is confidential Secretary to Lord Bute, now at bome^ 
where the Pretender keeps his court in private. 

BRUSSELSy~»WilL Gordon, well known at Arthur's by 
the title of Prince Gordon, a predigal and debauchee, the fon 
of a bafe Scot, who fledfor the rebellion in 1715,— who in his 
youth <had not a head to pen a lore letter without a Ger- 
man fecrctary, and cannot now write a difpatch, but by the 
help of a quaker-boy and an opefra girl. 

GOVERNORS. 

IN AMERICA, New-York,— The Earl of Dunmore. 
This Caledonian lias thtjingular merit of being the fon of a 
rebel) taken in arms againft his late Majefty in the Scotch re- 
iellnn of 17459 and who was a prifbner upon parole at Lin- 
coln, and lix miles round that city to the day of his death. 

COMMANDERS. 

In the EAST-INDIES,— Sir John Lindfay, Cppijnawk* 
in Chief of our naval forces. A Scot. 
' In the WEST, — Commodore Mackenzie, SQmmandjng 
the fquadron at Jamaica. A Scot. 

CONSULS. 

ALGIERS,— Archibald Frafer, Efq; Ipn of a Scot rehl 
Lord, a broken wine-merchant, and was appointed Confnl 
after being in the Gazette as a Bankrupt j was recalled from 
Tripoli to anfwer fome complaints, though afterwards ap- 
pointed to Algiers, where he is now, fup?rfeding an Epglifh- 
man, who was turned out for no fault, but only to make room 
for a bankrupt Scot. 

TUNIS, — John Thntle, Efq; a Scot, who was originally 
mate of a merchant vefjel, never one hour in government's 
fervice 'till his appointment as Conful to Tunis, (where he 19 
at this time) uqlcfs being partner with his brother-in-law as 

a trader 
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ft trader 'can be called fuch ; during which partnerfhip fuch 
unfair dealings were tran&ded, for which he hach been caft 
in two law-fuits in our courts of juftice in England, and an- * 
other depending. After his appointment, he was obliged to 
Seal away, through debts ; but, being a Scot, thefe things 
are overlooked* 

OSTEND,— Robert Irwine, Efiq; a Scot, fent there to 
fapplantan EnglMhman for doing his duty with fuch becom- 
ing fptrit, that any other government would have promoted 
inftead of difgracing him. 

Now, Sir, what can an impartial, unprejudiced Engl\Jbman % 
think of this bare-faced general infult upon the kingdom ? 
Does. not his bofom glow with honeft refentment ? Or is Bri- 
dfli fpirit toully annihilated ? Heavens ! are we <leftined to be 
flaves/ir ever to the proudeft and falfeft nation upon earth ? 
Is there no Pieucy alive to chaftife the Dduglas t and are we 
to fit down tamely in our Hatch chains, and only rattle them } 
Roufe, British Lion ! ere it be too late ! 

M A R I U S. 

■ ■■ ■'■ iii iiiM m ii ti ■ i m i ■■ ■ ■■■. m 

To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 

ACCORDINQ to my prornife, I fend you a further ac* 
, count of other gentlemen who voted for the Hanover ' 
iucceffion. 

James Craggs, Efq; was afterwards Secretary of State to 
George I. On the day before Queen Ann died he went ex- 
prefs, by order of the privy council, to Hanover, to inform 
that court that her Majefty's life was in extreme danger. 
This gentleman was the great friend of Mr. Addifon, of Mr. 
Pope, and of other eminent men at that time. 

Pope (hews his efteem for him in thefe lines : 

Pleas'd let me roam in Ether's peaceful groye^ 
Where Kent and nature vie for Pelham's love : 
The fcene, the mafter, op'ning to my view, 
I fit and dream I fee my Craggs anew. 

Epilogue to the Satires, Dial. II. 

Hugh Bofcawin, Efq; was the father of tbeprefent Lor4 
Vifcount Falmouth, and of the late Admiral Bofcawen. 
He married the daughter of Charles Godfrey, Efq; whofe 
jiame is ih this lift, by whom he had eight ions and ten 
daughters. 

Vot. VII. Xx Thomai 
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Thomas Stanwix, Efq, was the father of the late Major 
General Stanwix, member in the laft parliament for Appleby 
in Weftmoreland, Lieutenant-Governor of the Ifle of Wight, 
Deputy Quarter-Mafter-General of all his Majefty's forces, 
and Colonel of the 8th regiment of foot. This gentleman, 
his lady, and daughter, were a few years ago caft away in 
their paflagefrom Ireland. 

James Stanhope, Efq; was the celebrated General of that 
name. He was the grandfon of the firft Earl of Cbefter field. 
He was created Earl Stanhope, and Vjfcount Mahon, io 1 7 1 8, 
as a reward for his fervices, efpecially in taking Minorca 
from the Spaniards. The prefent Earl Stanhope is his fon. 

William Cowper, l!fq; afterwards Lord Chancellor, and 
Earl Cowper. He died in 1723. The prefent Earl Cowper 
is his grandfon. 

Peter King, Efq; was alfo afterwards Lord Chancellor, 
and created Lord King of Ockham, Surry, in 1723* He was 
nephew to the great Mr. Locke. The prefent Lord King i$ 
bjs third fon. 

Sir William Phippard, Knt. was originally a Quaker of 
Pool in Dorfetfhirc, which borough he represented in Parli- 
ament. While he was in the Houfe, a French invafion was 
much apprehended. Upon which occafion he fpoke to* the 

following purport. — > " Mr. Speaker, — I am a plain man, 

and, by my profeffion of a Merchant, I gain about 400I. a 
year. This fum I will chearfully give up to the Service, of 
.government ; and if every gentleman in this, and in the other 
houfe, would give up one year's income for the fame fervice, 
the 'French, in lefs than twelve months, would fli — te t— ds 
left than thofe of a moufe." 

Anthony Henly, Efq; was father to the prefent Earl of 
Northington. He was a very a&ive and uncorrupt Member 
of the Houfe of Commons, in the reigns of King William 
and Queen Anne. 

Sir John Cropley, Bart, was the intimate friend and com- 
panion of the Earl of Shafteflbury, author of the Chara&eriftics, 
to whom he left his eftate. The Chrifrian name of the pre- 
fent Earl of Shaftefbury's fecond fon is Cropley. 

Richard Dowdefwell, Efq; was the grandfather to William 
Dowdefwell, Efq; now feprefentative in Parliament for the 
county of Worcefter. 

Thomas Lord Coningfby, of the kingdom of Ireland, had 
a fon and two daughters. His fon was Lord Clanbraffil, His 
eldcft daughter was married to the late Sir Charles Hanbury 
William*, Knight of the Bath, uncle to the prefent reprefenta* 
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tivc for the county of Monmouth. If this lady is now living 
file is Lady Coningfby. 

The Hon. Charles Stanley, Efqj was brother to the then 
Earl of Derby. 

James Chaplain, Efq; This family, in the male line, is 
now, I think, extinct. The late Sir Jofeph Hankey, Knt. 
and Alderman of London, married into this family. 

To the Right Honourable Lord MANSFIELD, 
My Lord, 

FROM the many caufes of complaint fuppofed to be 
given to a loyal people under a well-difpofed fovereign, 
1 feleft the following, as peculiarly calling for your lord- 
ihip's attention, and likely, if not fpeedily redreffed, to bring 
4n unmerjted ftain upon the colour and condutt of your life in 
t}ie eyes of your cotemporaries and of pofterity. 

In a few words then, my lord, " what hath the great feal 
* " done, that it fhould ftand committed to another term ?" 
( I borrow the quibbling part of the expreffion from lord 
£acon, the meaneft and the greateft ftatefman of his age.) 

The reafons of lord Camden's difmiffion have no con- 
nection with the qucftion. That tranfa&ion will not pafs 
unnoticed if we (hould live to fee the punifhment of the moil 
deteftable and moft detefted rriinifter that ever vifited an un- 
hapi y people, I confine myfelf to the ferious mifchiefs of the 
prefent commiffion to the public, which are manifold and 
obvious, ' 

All the courts of law are difmembered, arid lefc infufficient 
even in numbers; jhe circuits a,re procraftinated ; the coun- 
ties are hai raffed in the midft of their harvefts j the cads are 
delivered with more difpatch than difcretion * fuits of law 
are delayed, and the clients of the court of equity are fent 
away diffatisfied, whether fuccefsful or otherwife : the pro- 
ceedings of the cabinet council are left for their legality to 
tie mercy of chance, without the afliftance or inter /ention of 
any law officer, except under providence of Mr. Rigby j 
and the feals are affixed to treaties without the refponfibility 
(at this moment moft necejfary) of thofe who have them-in their 
cuftody. 

The continuance of the commiffion preferves indeed to 
your lordfhip the emoluments of the prolocutorfhip, which, 
though extremely confiderable, are as due to the patriotifm 
of your conduct, sis they are neceffary to the fupport of your 
very expenfive eftablifhinent ; and Mr. Juftice Alton remains 
* X x 2 in 
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in the court of equity : for which department be is equally* 
qualified by integrity and by experience—by difcretion o£ 
aondud, and by liberality of fentiment. 

Vigilance is elegantly defined to be the virtue of vice z, 
the vicious then pretend to have difcovered, that ydu, my 
lord, having lately created one of the judges of your bench, 
and having obtained a lucrative office tor another, have ufed 
the prefent com million to afcertain the pliability of the third, 
and to render all the three in alL ftate-caufes obfequious to 
your principles. It is fuggeftcd that certain political ran- 
cours remain to be gratified. Difregard the calumny ! thofe 
who know your lordfhip will fooner believe avarice to be your 
motive. 

It is likewife fuggefted that no good man will accept the 
feals from the prefent adminiftration. Is not Mr. Thurloe 
ready ? I fliall be anfwered that he wants experience. But 
hath any recompence yet been given equivalent to the hard- 
labours of the prefent attorney general, or to his derivative 
, merit in the eloquence of his brother ? 

The modeft Norton bears his blufhing honours thick upon 
him, but his honeft hand is alfo opened for the feals* and he 
will even chearfully fubmit to the additional weight of a 
peerage. 

It refts then with your lordfhip to remove thefe unjuft in- 
finuations, and with all expedient difpatch. Lord North has 
fh*wn ah extraordinary affiduity to fave the blood of the 
Englifh from the maflacring arm of papifts and foreigner s r 
but every loop-hole of accommodation with Spain is found 
fhut againfl: us, and war becomes inevitable* On that event 
the fury of the people will wreft the cuflody of the kingdpm 
from the hands of minifters whom £hey have Co long accufed 
of inability and wiclcednefs. 
It will then be too late. 
Nov. 1, 1770. IMPIGER 



Onfome Encroachments vn the River. 

FOUR Scotchmen, by the names of Adams, 
Who keep their coaches, and their maiamu 
C^uoth John, in fulky mood, to Thomas* 
Have ftole the very river from us." 

O, Scotland! long it has been faid 
Thy teeth are fiiarp for Englifh bread ! 
What! fe'ize our bread and water too, 
And ufe us worfe than jailors do ! 
J Tis true 'tis hard !-— 'tis hard 'tis true! 
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Ye friends of Gebrge* and friends of James* 
.Envy us not our river Thames : 

The Pr— fs, fond of raw-borid faces, 

May give you all our pojls and places} 

Take all-— to gratify your pride, 

But dip your oatmeal in the Clyde. 

Nov. i, 1770. LONDINENSIS; 



ODE. 

On the Death of the MoJI Noble the Marquis */ 
GRANB'Y. 

YES, mighty foul, thou art fecure, 
From the devouring teeth of time; 
For ever fhall thy name endure, 

Shall far outlive the loftieft rhyme! 
What ! flip' no pexfion'd Lauren fing thy fame, 
Thy god-like ads proclaim thy lading name $ 
The veteran reliev'd, the gladden'd eye 
Of poverty, loud fpeak, thou ne'er (halt die. 

Fain would I foar with Pindar's fire, 

And fipg thy de^eds in lofty ftrains ; 
Fain would my humble Mufe afpire, 
To crown thee on Gerrtiania's plains : 
But that the fwelling tide of purple war, 
The proudly neighing fteed, the rattling car, 
Befpeak the arduous tafk ! her feeble reed 
The Mufe refigns, unable to proceed. 

Who but Maeonides could e'er difplay 

Thy laurels won on Minden's plain V 
Or who on Foling-haufen's day, 
Can follow thee o'er heaps of flain ? 
Who can attempt the glories of the field, 
Where Gallia bleeds, and Auftria's fquadrons yield? 
' Where victory fits perching o'er thy head, 
And fills th' imperial foe with mighty, dread. 

As great in council as in fight, 

~ Thy virtues did confpicuous fhine ? 

To aid tn y calling country's right, 
, Thy willing ear did e'er incline. 

Nor place, nor pow'r, cog Id taint thy noble mind, 
1*o ev'ry act of fdjl oppreffion blind ; 

Tb*. 
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Thy gen'rqus foul the (hiring pomp withstood, 
And to thy own prefer'd thy country's, good*. , 

For this thy laurel? ne'er (hall fade, 

(See Albion's tears bedew thy hearfe ;) 
They (hall exceed, thou honour'd (hade, 
The fculptor's art, the poet's verfe. . 
For whilft a free-born Briton breaths, thy name 
Shall firft adorn the Patriot roll of fame : 
And may thy ghoft, O Granby ! not refufe 
This laft poor tribute of the grateful mufe. 



Specimen of a New Glossary. 

The father of hi* people.— Oat who is totally deaf to their 
prayers. 

4 profound Mini/ler.—Oric who is thoroughly verfed in 
the art of bribery, and packing a Parliament. 

A Lord. — One wfyo is above paying his debts, or regard- 
ing his promifes. 

A pious Bijhop* — One who frequents the levee of the Mini- 
fter, feeks after tranflation, and covets the wealth of this world. 

A Member of Parliament. — One who gets into the Houfe 
by bribery, and there fells his country for a place or pen- 
ton. 

A Chief Ju/Uce*— One who would fet" afide juries, can art- 
fully turn the laws to ferve the wicked purpofes of a cor- 
rupt Minifter, and make eyen murder no. crime, when he 
pleates. 

The Freeholders of England.— The Scum of the Earth. 
% A free election of a Member of Parliament of a county.— 
A foldier, nominated by the Minifter, and chofen by the? 
Houfe. 

A friend to the Houfe of Hanover. —One who hath been in 
rebellion again (I it, and would take the Crown from it. 

A Libeller. — One who fpeaks neceflary truths, and pub- 
Ji(hes themifconduft of the people's fervants. ' 

A Scotchman. — One fit for an Ambaffador, and every kind 
of preferment in the State. 

An Englijbman.—One qualified only to hew wood and 
draw water. 

Government.— -A perfect fyftem of corruption. 

Law. — The punifher of the good, and protedor of thje' bad* 

A Parliament.— A periodical meeting of certain perfons* 
to grant away the people's money. 
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To the Right Honourable Lord MANS FIE i LD. 

TH £ appearance of this letter will attract the curiofity of the 
public, and command even your Lord (hip's attention.' I am 
confiderably in your debt, and Chall endeavour once for all, to 
balance the account. Accept of this addrefs, my Lord, as a pro- 
logue to more important fcenes, in which you will probably be 
called upon to act or fuffer. 

You will" not queftion my veracity, when I allure you that ic hat 
not yet been owing to any particular refpect for your perfon that I 
have abftained from you fo long. Befides the diftreis and danger 
with which the prefs is threatened, when your Lordfllip is party, 
and the party is to be judge, I confefs I have been deterred by the 
difficulty of the talk. Our language has no term of reproach, the 
mind has no idea of deteftation, which has not already been hap- 
pily abplied to you, and exhaufted. — Ample juftice has been done 
by abler pens than mine to the feparate merits of your Hfe and 
character. Let it be my humble office to collect the fcattered fweets, 
till their united virtue tortures the fenfe. 

Permit me to begin with paying a juft tribute to Scotch fie- 
" cerity, wherever I find it. I own I am not apt to confide in the 
profeffions of gentlemen of that country, and when they fraile, I 
feel an involuntary emotion to guard myfelf again A mifchie£ 
With this general opinion of an ancient nation, J always thought 
it much to your Lordflrip's honour, that, in your earlier days, yo« 
were but little infected with the prudence or your country. You 
bad fome original attachments, which you took every proper 
opportunity to acknowledge. The liberal ipirit of youth pre- 
vailed* over your native discretion. Your zeal in the caufe of an 
unhappy Prince was exprefled with the fincerity of wine, and 
fome of the folemnities of religion. This, I conceive, is the moil 
amiable point of view, in which your character has appeared. 
Like an boned man, you took that part in politics, which might 
have been expected, from your birth, education, country and con- 
nexions. There was fomething generous in your attachment to 
the banifhed Houfe of Stuart. We lament" the mi flakes of a 
good man, and do not begin to deleft him until he afFe&s to re- 
nounce his principles. Why did you not adhere to that loyalty 
you once profeffed ? Why did you not follow the example of your 
worthy Brother? With him, you might have fhared in the honour 
of the Pretender's confidence— with him, you might have preferved 
the integrity of your character, and England, I think, migh^have 
fpared you without regret.— Your friends will fay, perfiaps, that 
alt ho* you deferted the fortune of your Liege Lord, you have 
adhered firmly to the principles which drove his father from the 
throne ;— that without openly fupporting the perfon, you have 
done effential fervice to the caufe, and confoled yourfelf Jar the 
lofs of a favourite family, by reviving and eitablifhing the maxims 
of their government. This is the way in which a Scotchman's 
iinderftanding corrects the errors of his heart —My Lord, 1 acknow- 
ledge the truth of the defence, and can trace it through all your 
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conduct. I fee, through your whole life, one uniform flan to- 
enlarge the power of the crown, at the expence of the liberty 
of the fubjeefc. To this obje&, your thoughts, words and aclions 
have been conftantly directed. In contempt or ignorance of the 
common law of England, you have made it your ftudy to intro- 
duce into the court where you prefide, maxims of jurifprudence 
unknown to EnglUhmen. The Roman code, the law of na- 
tions, and the opinion of foreign Civilians, are your perpetual 
theme; — but who ever heard you mention Magna Charta or the 
Bill of Rights with approbation or refpeft ? by fuch treacherous 
arts, the noble fimplicity and free fpirit of our Saxon laws were 
firft corrupted. The Norman conqueft was not com pi eat, until 
Norman lawyers had introduced their laws, and reduced flavery 
to a fyllem.— This one leading principle directs your interpre- 
tation of the laws, and accounts for your treatment of juries. 
It is not in political queftipns only (for there the coUr tier might 
be forgiven) but let the caufe be what it may, your undemand- 
ing is equally on the rack, either to contract the power of the jury, 
or to miilead their judgment. For the truth of this aflcrtion, I 
appeal to the dodtrine you delivered in Lord Grofvenor's caufe. 
An aition for criminal converfation being brought by a Peer 
againft a prince of the blood, you were daring enough to tell 
the jury that, in fixing the damages, they were to pay no regard 
to the quality or fortune of the parties ;~that it was atrial be- 
tween A. and B.— that they were to conilder the offence in a mo- 
ral light only, and give no greater damages to a Peer of the realm, 
than to the meanelt mechanic. I (hall not attempt to refute a 
doctrine, which, if it was meant for law, carries falfehood 
and abfurdity upon the face of it; but, if it was meant for a 
declaration of your political creed, is clear and confident. Under 
an arbitrary Government, all ranks and diftin&jons are con- 
founded. The honour of a Nobleman is no more confidered 
than the reputation of a Peafant, for, with different liveries, they 
are equally flaves. 

Even in matters of private property, we fee the fame byafs and 
inclination to depart from the deciiions of your predecelTors, 
which you certainly ought to receive as evidence of the common 
law. In Head of thofe certain, pofitive rules, by which the judg- 
ment of a court of law fhould invariably be determined, you 
have fondly introduced your own unfettled notions of equity and 
fobOandal jufticc. Deciiions given upon fuch principles 4° not 
alarm the public fo much as they ought, becaufe the confequence 
a&d tendency of each particular initance is not obferved or re* 
garded. In the mean time the practice gains ground ; the Court 
of King's Bench becomes a Court of Equity, and the judge, 
in (lead of confulting Aridity the law of the land, refers only to 
the wifdom pf the court, and to the purity of his own conference. 
The name of Mr. Juftice Yates will naturally revive in your mind 
fome of thofe emotions of fear and detefiation, with which you 
always beheld him. That jjreat lawyer, tjiat hofleft man, faw 
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yotir whole conduct In the light that I do. After years of in- 
effectual refinance to the pernicious principles introduced by 
your Lordfhip, and uniformly fupported by your b»mbU frundt 
upon the Bench, he determined to quit a court, whofe proceed- 
ings and decisions' he could neither alTcnt to with honour, nor 
oppofe with fuccefs. 

The injustice done to an individual is fometimes of fcrvice to 
the public. Facts are 4>t to alarm us more than the moil dan- 
gerous principles . The fuffcrings and firmnefs of a Printer have* 
roufed the public attention. You knew and felt that your conduct 
would not bear a parliamentary inquiry, and you hoped to efcape 
it by the meaneft, the bafeft sacrifice of dignity and confiAency, 
that ever was made by a great Magi (Irate. Where was your firm- 
nefs, where was that vindictive Spirit, of which we have feen (o 
many ^examples, when a man, fo inconfiderable as fiingley, could. 
force you to confefs, in the face of this country, that, for two 
Tears together, you had illegally deprived an English fubject of 
his liberty, and that hte had triumphed over ypu at 1 aft? yet I own* 
my Lord, that yours is not an uncommon character. Women, 
and men like women, are timid, vindictive, and irrefolate. Their, 
paffions counteract each other, and make the fame creature at 
one moment hateful, at another contemptible. J fancy, my Lord, 
fome time will elapfe before you venture to commit another En- 
glishman for refuting to anfwer to interrogatories* 

Tne doctrine you nave constantly delivered, in cafes of libels, 
is another powerful evidence of a fettled plan to contract the 
legal power of juries, and to* draw questions, inseparable front 
fact, within the Arbitrium of the court. Here, my Lord, yo« 
have fortune on your fide. When you invade the province of 
the jury, in matter of libel, ydu, in effect, attack the liberty of 
the prefs, and, with a fingle Stroke, wound two of your greateA 
enemies at once.— In fome instances you have fucceeded, becaufe 
jurymen are too often ignorant of their own rights, and too apt 
to be awed by the authority of a chief jullice. In other criminal 
profecutions, the malice ^of the defignr is confefledly as much the 
tubjed of consideration to a jury, as the certain tv of the fact. If 
a different doctrine prevails in the cafe of libels, why Should it 
not extend to all criminal cafes ?— -Why not to capital offences ? 
1 fee no reafon (and I dare fay vou will agree with me that there 
is no good one) why the life of the fubject Should be better pro- 
tected againSt you, than his liberty or property. Why Should yon 
enjoy the full power of. pillory, fine, and imprifonment, and not; 
be indulged with hanging or tranfportationi With your Lord (hip's, 
fertile genius and merciful difpoSition, I can conceive fuch an 
exercife of the power you have, as could hardly be aggravated by 
.that which you have not. 

But, my Lord, Since you have laboured, (and not unfuccefs* 
fully) to deftroy the fubftance tf the trial, why Should you funer 
the. form of the nhrdiH to remain ? Why force twelve honeSt men, 
in palpable violation of 4aeir oaths, to pronounce their fellow- 
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fubjeft a guilty man, when, almoft at the fame moment, yoa 
forbid their inquiring into the only circumftaace, which, in the 
eye of law and reafon, conftitutes guiJt-r-the malignity or in* 
pocence of his intentions ? — But I underftand your Lordfhip.— IF 
you could fucceed in making the trial by jury ufelefs and ridi- 
culous, you might theh with greater fafety introduce a bill into 
parliament for enlarging die jurifdiclion of the court, and ex- 
tending your favourite trial by interrogatories to every queftion, 
in which the life or liberty of an Englishman is concerned. .• 

Your charge to the jury, in the profecution againil Almon and 
Woodfall, contradicts the higheft legal authorities, as well as the 
plaineft dictates of reafon. In Miller's caufe, and ftill mere ex- 
•prefsly in that of Baldwin, you have proceeded a , ftcp farther, 
and grofsly contradicted yourfejf — You may know perhaps, 
though I do not mean to infult you by an appeal to your ex- 
perience, that the language of truth is uniform and confiftent. 
Te depart from it fafely, requires memory and difcretion. In 
the two laft trials, your charge to the jury began, as ufuaJ, with 
alWing them that they had nothing to do with the law,— that 
they were to find the bale fa&, and not concern themfelves about 
the legal inferences drawn from it, or the degree, of the de- 
fendant's guilt.-— Thus far you were confident with your former 
practice,— But how will you account for the conclufion? You 
told the jury that, " if, after all, they would take upon, them- 
felves to determine the law, they might do it, but they muft 
be very fure that they determined according to law, for it 
<* touched their confeiences, and they a&ed at their peril."— If I 
underftand your firft proportion, you meant to affirm, that the 
jury were not competent judges or the law in the criminal cafe 
of a libel ;— that it did not fall within their jurifdi&ion ; and 
that, with refpe£fc to them, the malice dr innocence of the de- 
fendant's intentions would be a queftion coram »?« jW/V*.— But 
the fecond proportion clears away your own difficulties, and 
reftores the jury to all their judicial capacities. You make the 
competence of the court to depend upon the legality of the deci- 
sion. In* the firft inftance you deny the power abfplutely. In 
the fecond, you admit the power, provided it be legally exercifed. 
Now, my Lord, without pretending to reconcile the diftin&ions 
of Weftminfter-hall with the fimple information of com mon-fenfe, 
or the integrity of fair argument, I (hall be underftood by your 
Lordfhip, when I afTert that, if a jury or any other court of 
judicature (for jurors are judges) have no right to entertain a 
caufe, or queftion of law, it fignifies nothing whether their de- 
cision be or be not according to law. Their decifion is in itiejf a 
mere nullity ;— the parties are not bound to fubmit to it; and, 
if the jury, run any rifque of punifliment, it is not for' pronounc- 
ing a corrupt or illegal verdift, but for the illegality of jneddling 
with a point, on which they have no legal authority to decide. 

I cannot quit the fubjeft without reminding your Lordfhip of 
the name of Mr. Benfon". Without offering any legal objection, 
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you ordered a fpedal juryman to be fet afide in a caufe, where 
the King was profecutor. The novelty of the fact required 
explanation. Will you condefcend to tell the world by what 
law or cuftoni you were authorifed to make a peremptory challenge 
of a juryman ? The parties indeed have this power, and perhaps 
your Lordftiip, having accuftomed yourfelf to unite the characters 
of judge ana party, may claim it in virtue of the new capacity 
you have aflumed, and profit by your own wrong. The time, 
within which you might have been punilhed for this daring at- 
tempt to pack a 'jury, is, I fear, elapfed ; but no length of time 
fhall rrafe the record of it. 

The mifchiefs you have done this country are not confined 
to your interpretation of the laws. You are a minifter, my Lord, 
and, as fuch have long been confulted. Let us candidly examine 
what ufe you have made of your minifterial influence. I will not 
defcend to Httle matters, but come at once to thofe important 
points, on which your refolution was waited for, on which the 
expectation of your opinion kent a great part of the Nation in 
fuipenfe.— A conftitutional queftion arifes upon a declaration of 
the law of parliament, by which the freedom of election, and the 
birth-right of the fubject were fuppofed to have been invaded.— 
The King's fervants, are accufed of violating the conttitution.— 
The nation is in a ferment. ^-The ableft men of all parties engage 
in the queftion, and exert their utmoft abilities in the difcuffion 
of it.— What part has the honeft Lord Mansfield acted ? As an 
eminent judge of the law» his opinion would have been refpected. 
—As a peer, he had a right to demand an audience of his 
Sovereign, and inform him that his Minifters were purfuing un- 
conftitnaonal' irieafures.— Upon other bccafions, my Lord, you 
have no difficulty in finding your way into 'the clofet. The 
pretended neutrality of belonging to no party will not fave 
your reputation. In queftions merely political, an honeft man 
may ftand neuter. But the laws and conftitution are the general 
property of the fubject; — not to defend is to relinquifh ;~— and 
who is there fo feofelefs as to renounce his fhare in a common be- 
nefit, unlefs he hopes to profit by a new divifion of the fpoil. 
As a Lord of parliament you were repeatedly called upon to 
condemn or defend the new law declared by the Houfe of Com- 
mons. You affected to have fcrupje*, and every expedient was 
attempted to remove them.— The Queftion was propofed and 
urged to you in a thoufand different ftiapes.— Your prudence 
flill fupplied JTou with evafion ;-r-your refolution was invincible. 
For my own part, I am not anxious to penetrate this folemn 
fecret. I care not to whofe wifdom it is entrufted, nor how foon 
you carry it with you to your grave. You have betrayed your 
opinion by the very care you have taken to conceal it. It is not 
from Lord Mansfield that we expect any referve in declaring his 
real fentiments in favour of Gbvernment, or in oppofition to the 
people; nor is it difficult to account for the motions of a timid, 
fUihonefl heart, which neither has virtue enough to acknowledge 
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truth nor courage to eonttadi& it.— Yet you continue t6 support 
an adminiftration which you know is univerfally odious, and 
which, on fomc occafions, you yourfdf fpeak of with contempt. 
You would fain be thought to take no dure in Government, 
wtyle, in reality, you are the maut-fpring of the machine.—* 
Here too we trace the little, prudential policy of a Scotchman.— 
Inftead of acting that open, generous part* which becomes your 
rank and Nation, you meanly ikulk into the clofet, and give 
your Sovereign fuch advice, as you have not fpirit to avow or 
defend. You fecretly ingrofs the power, while* you decline the) 
title of Mhmler ; and though you dare not be chancellor, you 
know how to fecure the emoluments of the office*— Are the 
feals to be for ever in commlffion, that you may enjoy five thou* 
fand pounds a year?— J beg pardon, my Lord;-*- your fear* 
have interpofed at laft, and forced you to refign.— The odium 
of continuing Speaker of the Hpufe of Lords, upon fuch terms* 
was too formidable to be refilled. What a multitude of bad paflU 
ons are forced to fubmit to conftitutional infirmity I But though 
you have relinquiihed the falary, you ftill afifume the rights of a 
minifter. — Your conduit, it feems, mnft be defended in parlia- 
ment.— For what other purpofe is your wretched friend, that 
miferable Serjeant, ported to the Houfe of Commons ? Is it in 
the abilities of Mr. Leigh to defend the great Lord Mansfield J— 
Or is he only the punch of the puppet* ihow, to fpeak as he is 
prompted by the Chief Juggler behind the curtain. 

In public affairs, my Lord, cunning, let it be ever so well 
wrought, will not conduct a man honourably through life. Like 
Bad money, it may be current for a time, but it will foon be cried 
down. It cannot confift with a liberal fpirit, tho' it be ibme- 
times united with extraordinary qualifications. When I acknow- 
ledge your abilities, you may believe I. am fincere. I feel for 
human nature when I fee a man, fo gifted as you are, defcend to 
fuch vile pra&ice.— Yet do not fuffer your vanity to confole yon 
too foon. Believe me, my good Lord, ypu are not admired in the 
fame degree, in which you are detefted. It is only the partiality of 
your friends that balances the defe&s of your heart with the fu- 
periority of your under Handing. No learned man, even among 
your own tribe, thinks you qualified to prefide in a Court of 
Common Law. Yet it is confefled that under Juftinian, you 
might have made an incomparable fr*tar.—lt is remarkable 
enough, but I hope not ominous, that the laws yon umjerftand 
heft, and the judges you affeft to admire moft, flouriihed in the 
decline of a great Empire, and are fuppofed to have contributed 
to its fall* 

Here, my Lord, it may be proper lor us to parie together.— it 
as not tor my own fake that I with you to coniider the delicacy of 
your fituation. Beware how you indulge the firft emotions of your 
refentment. This paper is delivered to the world, and cannot 
be recalled. The periecution of an innocent Printer cannot alter 
&&*» nor refute arguments*— Do not furniJh me with farther 

materials 
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materials again* yourfelf.— An honeft man, Eke the true religion, 
appeals to the undemanding, or modeftly confides in the internal 
evidence of hi* confcience. The impoftor employs force inftead 
of argument, imposes filence where he cannot convince, and pro- 
pagates his character by the fword. 

JUNIUS. 

r i ■ »■ ' i i „ ' i * 

SvbstaUCS tf tht Principal Debates on a SPEECH *** 
at tbi fining #/ /«*» great AJftmbiUs% 

Ifl the lower room. 

COLONEL B — ->S SPEECH. 

THO' folly convinced, by experience, of the little weight 
which I have in this aflembly, yet I cannot on this alarm* 
ing occafion help begging its indulgence, while I contribute my 
mite towards the general utility, and join the feeble efforts of my 
voice to thefe of my friends. The fttuarion of this country is too 
critical to allow any man of fpirit and honour to fit an idle fpec- 
tator, with his arms folded, and his heart contracted into * 
ftoical apathy. The times call for die exertion of every virtue 
and every talent which the nation can>bdalt. Par be it from me 
to arrogate a fuperior (hare of any perfection, I Only lay claim 
* to iincerity and upright intentions. To thefe qualities t owe that 
cm former occafions you frequently lent toe a patient ear. To 
thefe qualities I (hall now be indebted for the fame favour, fori 
cannot doubt that y<W will in the mofi important crifis (hew mo 
that partiality* which yon always difcovered in Jhe moft trifling 
conjuncture. 

Allow me then to declare, that I entirely agree with my ho* 
nourable friend in thinking that the people cannot heartily con* 
cur with the miniftry in the nrofetution of a war. For, not to 
repeat any of the arguments fo forcibly ah4 convincingly urge J 
by him, is it not evident that a new war will, by the increafe of 
taxes, places, and penfions, extend the powder of the crown, and 
confequcntly render it more and more difficult every day to item. 
the torrent of corruption and the progrefs of defpotifm ? With 
this melancholy profpect before its eyes, can the nation chear- 
^ully fupport men, whofe encroachments on liberty have always 
kept pace with their power, whofe perverfe obftinacy and mifta- 
ken politics will not allow them to make Che lead compensation 
, to the public, or the leaft facrifice to the 'general fecuntv ? Ha- 
inan nature forbids us to harbour foch a thought. The neart of 
man revolts at the idea of ftrengthening the bands of thofe, in 
whom it places no confidence. In fuch a fituation, the people 
• and their ruler* can no more incorporate', than vinegar and oil* 
^Like non-eiectricS| they will repel each other, ana preferve ant 
"eternal antipathy. Who then can, without farrow, behold his 
Sovereign going to war with only half his people at his back f 
Who can tor bear to wiih that there may be referved in heaven 

. fome 
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*ome chofcn bolt, red with uncommon fire, to blaft the wretches, 
vrho could reduce him to fuch an unfortunate fituatiou ? Had 
George the Second engaged in the late War with fuch fearful 
odds againft him, could we have expe&ed fuch wonderful fuc* 
cefs? The great minifter, to whofe wifdom, fpirit and magnani- 
mity, we primarily owed the fmiles of fortune, was fully ienfible 
of this truth. As the ground- work, therefore, of vigour abroad, 
he reftored unanimity at home, and then fhook the power of 
France and Spain to the foundation. Ought not we at this junc- 
ture, to follow the fame courfe? Nothing can be more evident. 
The national grievances ought to be immediately redrefled. His 
majefty ought at any price to buy the afre&ions of his fubje&s ; 
for in the day of trial this is the family compact, the brazen 
wall, on which he mud depend. It is not eafy to forefee what 
dre& the impofition of new taxes, or a misfortune in war, may 
lave on the people, while their minds are foured by unredrefled 
grievances and odious minifters. No prudent fenator can advife 
his fovereign to make the experiment. If this conciliatory 
fcheme is adopted, then, and not till then, may we expect to 
carry on a fuccefsful war. Then will our military officers aft 
with fpirit and zeal, and .emulation. Nor fhould I refufe my 
fbare of the danger. Whatever talents 1 poffefs, are ever at the 
fervice of my country. Not that I folicit employment at the 
hands of our prefeat minifters : no, let them not think it. While 
they fleer the helm, I am fenfible that no commander can expeft 
any thing but difgrace. I cannot, therefore, wifh to heap red^ 
hot coals upon my own head, or to be with them acceflary to the 
ruin of my country. Had I even fome opinion of their talents for 
the management of a war, yet would their politics be an unfur- 
snounfable barrier between us. For however low opposition may 
be reduced, on its prefent ground it will be always honourable* 
Should we dwindle to ten, we will always go out of this node, 
ten refpe&able figures, ftill reminding the nation of what its re* 
preventatives ought to be. 

But here I may be perhaps thought too fertre. Let us then 
examine their conduft. About the latter end of May, or the be* 
ginning of June, they were acquainted with the fate of Falkland 
ifland. At that time they learned , that the governor of Buenos 
Ayres had fent a frigate or two to warn our troops to quit the 
ifland ; that our commanding officer }ia4 threatened to blow them 
oh 7 , if they would/not depart; that the Spaniards, in confe- 
quence, declared their refolution of employing force, fince fair 
words had failed, and that there was uo doubt but they would 
put the fcheme in execution. Where their inter eft, or pride, is 
concerned, the Spaniards are pretty tenacious of their words ; 
and it could not be fuppofed, that the governor of Buenos Ayres 
would, in this cafe, belie the character of his nation. But, aft: 
my honourable friend, who is this governor of Buenos Ayres, 
this mighty potentate, againft whom the king of Great Britain is 
going to draw his fword i I will tejl him. When at Gibraltar in 
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an inferior ftation, I confcfs, I happened In an excurfiontomeet 
this governor ; this Don Francifco, whom our minifters confider 
as £o great and formidable. For a Spaniard, he was not a bad 
companion ; he could circulate the glafs : pretty freely ; 
in a word, he was a very good fort of a gentleman : But I do not 
believe that he had at that time the moft diftant hope of ever en- 
tering into a competition with the kin? of Great Britain. But 
our minifters were made for rendering apfurdity fafhionable. As 
they have, for thefe two years, degraded their royal Matter by a 
quarrel with a wretched libeller, fo now they commit his dignity 
in a conteft with a little Spanifh officer. The terrible foes that 
roufe his vengeance are John Wilkes, and my old friend Don 
Francifco. What is this but breaking a fly upon the wheel, or 
making Jupiter hurl his bolts againft a pigmy ? Thefe are the 
buzzards, thefe are the owls, on which they exhauft the lightning 
of our royal eagle ? How much more honourable would it have 
been to have at once confidered the king of Spain as the aggref- 
for, as the delinquent ? It is evident, from the coolnefs and deli* 
beration with which Don Francifco acted, that he acted under the 
authority, and by the exprefs command, of the Bourbons. If he 
had not, he would have, ere now, forfeited his head. Why then 
did not pur minivers, upon the firft intelligence, deem tnis aft 
of hoftility the moil explicit and effectual declaration of war ? 
Why did they not immediately arm the nation, and prepare for 
ftriking as deciiive a blow as that which fecured us the fupe- * 
riority the laft war ? This ftep would have brought into our port* 
their Newfoundland fliips and failors, and effectually ruined their 
marine. Of this truth no perfon of common fenfe can entertain 
the leaft doubt ; and, in fact, it is allowed on all hands. The 
moft obftinate ftickler for the miniftry has- here nothing to fay in 
their defence. 

Bat inftead of embracing this prudent, this vigorous meafure, 
they let the affair fleep for three or four months, as if time had 
no wings, as if they could always feize opportunity by the fore* 
lock. And, when at laft waked out of their lethargy, what have 
they done ? what harbours have they improved ? what forts have 
they repaired ? what cities have they, fortified ? have they 
ftrengthened the lines at Quebec? have (hey fecured that fpot, 
which, if taken by the enemy, will ruin our fifhery, if it is not 
already ruined by their indolence, timidity, or, ignorance? have 
yon taker* any meafure* for defending thole fugar iflands, which, 
from their fituation, are expofed to the infults of the enemy? 
what precautions have you taken for the fafety of Minorca ? I 
know that, when the troops from Ireland arrive,, the garrifon will 
confift of nine battalions. But whofoever told you this number 
would be fufHcient, knows nothing of the fervice. I am confi- 
dent that every officer of judgment and experience will coincide 
with me in opinion. You fee then where you are vulnerable. 
More inftances might be pointed out ; but that were hnpiety* ( 
fhould hold myklf inexcusable for what I have already faid, were 
I not feniible that our enemies know them as well as we do. Such 

then 
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then 1$ the fituation of this country, to which our minifec in the 
coarft of the left feffion, promi/ed a ten years peace. I food up 
in a/ place* and ventured to call his prophecy in queftion ; j . 
gave my rce&as, but they were called the raggeftions of feftion. 
The minifter, trtifting to his own ugacity and fbrefight, pud no 
jregard to the forebodings of the gallant admiral, who now fits ac 
the .head of the marine department. That illmftrious fearoan 
than whom I know not a better officer, nor a more excellent 
citizen declared, that whoever occupied next year the place 
then held by him, would be forced to call for an augment* 
ation of fix thott&nd failors. Thefe words mew that I was 
sot fiagular in my opinion, and that other refpeftable perfons 
felt the approach of war. I know not what the opinion of the 
minifter may be, bat I ftill continue of the fame. . I fmell war ; 
a Calamity which might have been eafily prevented, had our ne- 
gotiators «Aed with fpirit and refolution in the affair of Corfica. 
1 happened then to be at Paris $ and can with the greater truth 
affirm, that the French would have deemed your interpofition the 
part of a friend. Tired and cxhaufted with inch an effufion of blood 
and treafarc, they would have thanked you for any honourable 
pretence to withdraw from that fcene of fo many difaflers. But 
yon afied then like poltroons, and poltroons always bring upon, 
themfelves a fucceffion of infultt. And now that like bullies you 
he&or and blotter, and run fwaggering about, what will you do? 
Sfeiifirit bit tenia dignum promijfir biatu ? Where is there a man 
among you who can make the proper arrangements for war ? 
whom will you appoint commander in chief? he, alas ! who 
could fill that office with dignity and ability, is no more ; and 
no friend of Britain will refufe his memory a tear. For when 
{hall we fee his like again ? regardlefs of money, and ftudious 
only of true glory, he fought the applaufe and afFe&ion of his 
country, and he acquired them. His honour and integrity were 
tuiqueftioned : his courage, which was of the mod ardent and 
decifive kind, had covered him with laurels, fo much the more 
honourable that he did not employ the weight and authority 
thence derived to his own private emolument, but for the pub- 
lic good. Such virtue, rare at any time, was to be doubly prized 
in inch am age as this. Such talents might have given life and, 
vigour to our military counfels. But, fnatched away when we 
jnoft needed his heart and his hand, he is, alas! no more. 

It is, however, fome conization under this diftrefs, that we 
have fuch an able Secretary at War. His fuperior talpnts will 
make us amends for the lofs of fo great a character. That clear* 
nefa for which his difpatcbes ate fo remarkable, is a fufficient 
tarneft of his future atchievements. In the laft war, fome of hie 
letters to the governor of Gibraltar were, if I remember well, un- 
intelligible ; fome were contradictory, and all con fu fed and per- 
paxftfd.. Hence the lofs of Minorca. If his head produced fuch 
ctfcfisj when he a&ed only an under part,' what may we not ex-t 
pe&jromit, where he is the fupreme dire&or ? it is not that the 
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honourable Lord cannot write with fuffident perfpicuity, where 7 
tfiequelfton is to deftroy his Majefty's fubjed*. There I confefs* 
the power of his eloquence. There* he is quite intelligible. There 
he can infpire the fbtdiers with alacrity. I wilh the mfniftry joy 
of fuch a foperintendant of the military department ; bat 1 altt^ 
forty that I cannot pay my country the fame compliment. 

ZwtfB— i— N'/ SpHcb 9 in anjhvtr to CoL B RE. 

SIR, 

AS thehoufe has been pleafed to liften to the charges brought: 
againftme, I hope it will hear a few words in my defence.. 
Indeed, if I were fure of equal candour in other places, it would 
be an eafy. matter for me to wipe off every (lain from my character- 
But fihce that is rather to be wifhed than expe&ed, let me be faris-. 
fied with the teftimony of a good conference, and the approbation 
of this- aflerobly. When* the whole fen ate has not efcaped the* 
tongue of calumny, why mould-t be^aihamed^ or fbrry that my. 
name has fhared the common: fate of whatever is mod facred and 
venerable in the nation f I am content to^ftand or fall with this 
illuftrious body, and with the greateftr and bell men our ifland 
can boaft. Had I not been afoerfed, I Ihould have concluded that 
I was, deemed an abettor of faction and fedition ; and that I was, 
in fact r as bad a man as my accufers reprefent me. 
. I have been employed ten or eleven years in my prefent office. 
In the courfe of this long fervice, which happened in pretty 
bufy times* I have written many hundreds, I had almoft faid 
hundreds of thoufands, of letters. Ofallthefe, my enemies have 
been able to make exceptions only againft two ; and had thefe 
exceptions been juftly founded, where would have been the 
wonder r in fuch a multiplicity of bufinefs, fome miftakes are' 
pardonable ; the condition of humanity requires lbme allowance, 
tfccaufe no man is infallible. My accufer feems to think other-* 
wife. And has therefore call the fir ft ftone. But what will h* gain, 
by v his precipitate and unjuft attack r confuiion and difgrace.— « — 
My dispatches to the Governor of Gibraltar underwent the in- 
fpe&on of a court- martial, as well as of this honourable body. 
What was the confequence r I ftood acquitted by both. Yet, 
after fuch an interval of time, there is found a man hardy enough 
to call their decifion in queftion, and to fay, my letters were 
unintelligible and contradictory. He has forgot, or did nor 
chufe to mention, that the Governor's conduct clearly proved 
that he under ftood them. How then could they be contradictory? 
the court- martial entertained a different opinion. And whatever 
he may think of his own judgment, I (hall always hold it of lefs 
value than the voice of the judicature, which approved my con- 
duct. He may aflume the name of a patriot ; yet I fee no fupe- 
rior fanctity in that title to give him more infight into this matter, 
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tban-thofe whefc bufinefsit was to make it their particular $ady« 
Patriotifm is not yet, I hope, the fame as infpiration. By what 
channel then has he acquired his new light r like, that of other 
vifionarics, it will be found to proceed from the dark-lanthorn of 
ids own monger- teeming brain. 

A fimilar fpecies of j unification is applicable to the affair of 
St. GeorgeVhelds. Malevolence; in order to aid the voice of 
faction and fedition, introduced it into this houfe. But tho' the 
•ppoGtion was great and formidable, the mover of the queftion 
could get no more than nine and thirty to divide with him 
againft me. Can there be a clearer proof that the acenfation was 
grpundlefs, and that my conduct,, if not praife- worthy, was at 
Raft blamelefs * The point will not admit of the leaft doubt. Is 
not then this new charge rather an. attack upon the houfe than 
me ? Yes, certainly ; and it is no fmall pleafure to me, that my 
enemies cannot wound me, but through the fides of fuch a refpeft- 
able aflembly. 

- The honourable member laments the lofc of our late com r 
wander in chief. I join in his lamentation : for I alwavs efteenti 
ed and loved that great man, and I have the beft reaions to be- 
lieve that he had the fame attachments to me. However much 
divided in our political fentiments, we preferved private friend* 
ihip inviolable : a circumftance which I think no fmall honour 
to myfeif. But, exclaims the honourable gentleman, " where 
4haH we find his like again !" I pro ted I do not know^ If any 
member can point out a worthy fuccefTor, I would do all in my 
power to have him appointed. For though the bufmefs may be 
tolerably managed without fuch an officer, yet it will be better 
and more eafily managed with him • at lead the fecretary at war 
(hall find his account in the nomination. Judging this itep there- 
fore eligible, I call upon any gentleman that is in the (ecret, 
to point out a proper commander in chief. However induftri- 
©ufly the lad fpeaker thrufts himfelf forward, I cannot perfuade 
snytelf that he is the man. I have not a good enough opinion of 
bis abilities. Accordingly I will not give my advice that he (hould 
b* appointed fucceflbr to Gran by, - - 

Mr. E— B KE*s Rsply. 

I CANNOT help thinking, that this aflembly is greatly obliged 
to the gentleman who fpoke lall; Inftead of trufting to the 
internal reftitude of his conduct, and defending it upon that 
ground, he makes you a party concerned, and gives broad hints, 
that if he fuftains any difgrace, ytfu mud have* your (hare of it. 
Whatever' his fins may have been, you have taken them upon 
your own heads ; and he Hands redeemed and judified. As the 
mlnifiers have frequently made the King, he makes you the pro- 
pitiatory facrifice to atone for all his tranfgreffions. This u a 
compliment for which, I apprehend,, you will aot thank him ; 
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for, pare and immaculate as you are, you have enough to do ta 
anfwer for your own iniquities. I hope, therefore, that for the 
future you will be a little more cautious in giving any delinquent 
the lead handle for thinking himfelf acquitted, while he is only 
not condemned; The apology now made ought, I am fure, to- 
teach you this leflbn. JKor, though you only forbore to enquire 
into the matter, when it was ftarted in this houfe, he conftrues 
your forbearance into an acquittal. 

When he reafons fo logically, why fliould it move my choler, 
that he chriftens my motives for bringing the affair before this 
aflembly, by the odious names of faction and fedition ? My mo- 
tives are of little fignificance; but whatever they were, the aft 
was laudable and conftitutional. The voice of the people was 
loud and importunate in its favour ; and a genuine representative 
ought to fecond their honed efforts. Nor ought the honourable 
gentleman to take my conduit fo much in dudgeon. I was not 
the rlril that accufed him. I only gave him an opportunity of 
▼indicating himfelf, if he was traduced. Why then, fince he 
was fo innocent, did he exert all his influence and oratory to pre- 
vent an enquiry r I believe none in this houfe is dull enough to 
be ignorant of the reafon. Nor was I furprifed that, on a divi- 
sion, no more than 39 joined me. The fhare which a great Per- 
ibnage had in the tranfa&ion which I arraigned, rendered many 
patriots, flaming enough at other times, extremely backward on 
this occafion. The fear of giving offence damped their virtue. 
A man of more prudence than I profefs, would have copied their 
example. Then perhaps I fhould not be accufed of faction and 
fedition. But, if this be faction and fedition, I fhall be factious 
and feditioiis all my life. To fhew the noble lord that I do not 
repent of my conduct, I here pledge myfelf to him, to this af- 
lembly, and to the public, that I will bring this affair once more 
into this houfe in the courfe of the prefent feffion. ' By the aflilt- 
ance of fome.frefh materials, which have come into my hands, I 
hope to fee it meet with a fate very different from that which at- 
tended it lad year. > Much, indeed, is not to be expelled froin 
the complexion of this body. Yet I will do my duty. I will 
fow ; it is your part to give the increafe. 

The honourable lord values himfelf greatly on having in fuch 
a multiplicity of letters written only two that are exceptionable, 
^ut does it follow that he has been entirely blamelefs, becaufe 
no more have been actually impeached ? I fhould be inclined to 
draw a quite different conclusion, and to fufpecl that he muft 
have frequently blundered, fince he committed fuch capital errors 
in fuch momeqtons <lifpatches. It is not evtry day that the moft 
ignorant and wicked man will perpetrate a capital crime. Nor 
let him be too proud of the teftimony of the court-martial. 
Courts martial, as well as houfes of commons, have erred. They 
are no more infallible than popes and councils. A court martial 
acquitted Leltock, and condemned Matthews. But the public 
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paftd a different fenteqce, and pofterhy approved. the verdtft. J 
vim he may not find that bis conduct wHlfall under the fame 
predicament. 

To me he fecms to tread clofe in the foot-fteps of his fellow- 
labourers in the minifterial vineyard, and to crow over us with 
the fame reafon that they triumph over the Americans: As the 
injured coionifts have begun to import, they conclude thai their 
point is gained, and they cry out viftory ! But what ground have 
they for this exultation * The coionifts have all along continued 
true to their grand original principle. As the minifters were not 
fatisfied with the declaratory aft, but reduced to pradlice a right, 
which mould have been deemed only fpeculative; as they impofed 
taxes upon certain articles of commerce, the colonics difconti* 
sued the importation of thefe articles. As the minifters, in their 
great wifdom, chofe to repeal every new tax, but that on tea, the 
coionifts chofe to keep pace with them in their fcheme of recon- 
.dilation, and to recommence the importation of the articles which 
were again freed of taxes. But as the minifters thought proper, 
for the fake of preferving the right of taxation, to continue the 
duty on tea, the coionifts, in order to deny this right, thought 
proper to continue their a.flbciatipns for the non-importation of 
tea. In ihorv they have* invariably regulated their condu ft by 
that of the minifters. As adminiftration rofe in its pretentions, 
America rofe. As adminiftration relaxed, America relaxed. Nor 
lias any advantage been yet gained over them. Though the loft 
of their trade, the lofs of their affections and allegiance, hu 
been hazarded, the quarrel is as far as eter from a determination. 
They have infome meafure copied the prudence of the king of 
rVuffia, one of the moft politic princes in Europe. When any 
foreign ftatelays a tax upon any goods exported out of his terri- 
tories, what does he do? He immediately lays an equivalent tax 
upon fome commodity exported out of their country. The Ame* 
ricans could not dire&Iy take this ftep, but they did what was 
tantamount; they entered into a folemn agreement to import none 
of the taxed goods. 

Thus it appears from this deduction, that. the minifters have no 
reafon to plume themfelves upon the termination of the quarrels 
which they have revived in America, or upon any affiftance which 
they are likely to derive from that quarter. Before the Ameri- 
cans can heartily concur in any meafure, which it -may be necef- 
fery for Britain to'embrace at this juncture, their grievances, muft 
be redrefled. .The fame irrefragable arguments, which were ap- 
plied by my honourable friend,' to Britain, are equally applicable 
to them and to the Irifti. Their fupport muft„be purchafed by 
the removal of every caufe of difcontent. This is the only ma* 
gic, the only charm which can draw their affefition, which can 
cement aud unite the different members of the empire, and make 
it act, as if infpired by. one foul. • loftead, therefore, of charg- 
ing the Americans with very unwarrantable fraflices, and thus 
. threatening 
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threatening ,them .with coercive meafurea, .dtfjmnifter ought {o 
have immediately propofed the repeal of the tea aft, and to have 
adopted every other fcheme of reconciliation. Thus formed qy 
mutual confidence and attachment* into one firm and compajffc 
body, we may look our enemies in the face. He who gives ai^y 
other advice, can hardly be an honed, much lefs a wife couij- 
feilor; and the minifter who could not fee and embrace this truth, 
is not, by his abilities, entitled to the ftation which he occupies. 
.For if the Bourbon confederacy be not an obieft of terror, it is 
certainly no juft objecl of contempt. He, therefore, who wOl 
not jtrivc to exert againft it the whole undivided ftrength of oyr 
empire, jnuft either be a foe or a driveller. 

Bur why fhould we be furprifed at this treachery; when the 
.complaints of the people about the Middlefex. ele&ion remain 
unregarded ? I do not lay that we are not a legal Aflembly ; I 
do not countenance the infolence of Wcttminfter and the capital'; 
but! muft and will fay, that many foberand good citizens, wl&> 
are fwayed by the authority of Locke, and other constitutional 
politicians, may have their doubts on this head. They may Ait- 
pelt us to be a Houfe of Commons, only defa8o, and not dejur*. 
When fuch an opinion prevails, is it fafe for us,, at fuch a critical 
period, to take upon ourfelves the odium of impofing taxes, anft 
all the other burdens and evils neceflarify attending upon a war i 
'None will fay fo but thofe who are on a par with our prefent mi- 
tillers in policy and prudence. As they have by their cowardice 
or ignorance involved us in a war, they would, by the exercife , 
of the fame virtues, render us incapable of carrying it on with 
fuccefs. 

Any other men would have forefeeri the, approach of this cala- 
mity; or, if blind themfelves, would have profited by the (harp- 
fightcdnefs of better eyes. They had (ufficient warning of 
the dorm, which now threatens to burft over our heads. I, among 
others, ventured, from the face of the heaven, to prognofticate! 
•JButI was a child of fadtioji, and my optics were jaundiced with 
difcontent. I could not read the political flcy. Our wife rulers, 
eafily believing what they wiihed, and foreseeing their, own fall 
in a frefh war, would give no ear to any arguments on that head. 
Nay, when they received certain intelligence of the violence jp» 
tended by Spain, and faw that her actions correfponded wi{h \\\& 
language and pretentions of ,her ambaffador, they would not be- 
lieve. Had one arilen even from the dead, they would have re- 
mained infidels. Where their intereft is concerned, they will hf 
deaf and dumb, and blind. Their benumbed faculties betray 
the ftupor of idiots. When roufed at length from this lethargy, 
when delivered from thefe Circean enchantments, they lift up 
their eyes like. men awakened from dreams, and take the (pace 
of three or four months to recover their fenfes. And after all, 
had they a lucid interval ? Far fromi'.. Like a furprifed fquhrel 
they plunged backwards and forwards, and leaped and fauatted, 
*' > > and 
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and v&ifted their tail about, as if they were at theis writs end?. 
And in what hole, think you. did they at 1 aft take refuge ? In 
the arms of France'! To France's mediation they apply, in order 
to accommodate our differences with Spain ! When this is the 
manner in which they confult the honour and dignity of Britain, 
wily fhould we wonder that the /peech from the throne does not 
convey to this houfe as much intelligence as may be colle&ed 
from a common news-paper. Thefe fugitive eiTays, which die 
almoft as foon as they are born, and hardly equal in duration the 
life of the ephemeron fly, communicate more knowledge than 
the matter piece, the annual fpecimen of our minirters in the art 
of government .and rhetoric. Indeed, how fhould they not, when 
it is equally deficient in grammar, elegance and found fenfef 
Every thing contributes to makl us form a defpicable opinion of 
adminiftratron. They have for this year pad a&ed as if all Eu- 
rope promifed the profoundeft tranquillity, as if all our enemies 
were lotted afleep ; and yet it is evident, from the King's fpeech 
at the opening of the. lait feffion, that they apprehended war. 
What more is wanting to prove that their whole conduit is but a 
chaos of contradiction* ignorance, and wandering ? That I may 
not be accufed of making a falfe charge, I beg that you will de- 
fire the clerk to read that part of thetpeech to which I allude. * 
N. B. This claufe was accordingly read and proved the affertiou &*• 
jmd'&e power of rcpty.s .' 

Lord^— rNC •/ Reply. 

SIR, 

I Should be forry, if I had any where failed in that decency of 
language, which one gentleman owes to another. However 
much we differ in political fentiments, we ought all to agree in 
obferving good manners. For it is to be hojjed, that politics 
and good breeding are not altogether incompatible. Lampoons, 
however acceptable in the region of News-papers, fhould find no 
place in this affembly. How elfe (hall our deliberations be dif- 
tinguiihed from the fatyrical'effavs of the Morning Chronicle, or 
Public Advertifer ? whether my antagonift has religioufly ad- 
hered to this rule, is more than I will pretend to vouch. As tp 
myfclf, all I can fay is, that if I did infringe it, fuch an overt 
ad was far from my intention. In the heat of difcourfe, the 
words fad ion and ferfition paflTed my lips. Are they any trefpafi 
opoii decorum ? If they are, 1 cannot promife that I will not be 
guilty of the fanie rudenefs, before I fit down. So that if the 
honourable gentleman's cooler is moved, it is, I fear, out of my 
power" to remove it. 

I am threatened with a new accufation; but it gives me no 
alarm. A confeioufnefs of the rcdlitude of my condutt, makes 
me entirely eaiv. He may throw down his glove whenever he 
pleaies, 1 am ready to take it up. if he entcis the field armed 
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€>«/*«•//?, with tropes and figures, I wrap myfelf up in myt _ 
innocence; and I dare fav he will find me invulnerable. Were 
he as fparing of Hie houfe's time and trouble, as he is liberal of 
his own breath and lungs, he would hardly bring fuch a vain 
queftion upon the carpet. Can it be imagined, that the ajfemblj 
which expelled John Wilkes, for faying little more of this afair 
than has been now faid, will pay any attention to what they have 
already determined to be gronndlefs calumny? To think lb u die 
higheft abfurdity, and worthy of the 'head which conceived it, 
But the gentleman loves to be exercifing his eloquence, and to be 
preparing by idle declamations on fictitious topics, for mowing 
away on fubje&s in real life. Will the houfe grant him this in- 
dulgence > If any member makes the motion, 1 will fecond ir; 
for when a young man difcovers au appetite for praife, however 
boyitb, it ought to be encouraged. But, if he could be per- 
faaded, to transfer the fcene of his declamation to ihe fchool of 
his countryman, Sheridan, I think he would ad with more wit 
tffom and difcretion- 

LerJ N TH /poke next. 
SIR, 

MUch breath has been expended on this occafion, but to little 
purpofe, for I do not find that any of our orators has propo- * 
fed any amendment of the add re fs, which is the fubje& now befote 
the houfe. I mud therefore conclude, that it has no material 
imperfection, and that it may in its prefent form be prefeuted to 
fats M— — y, is the fenfe of this atfembly. But though no Mid 
objection can be made to the addrefs, occafion has been taken 
'from the words of the addrefs and the fpcech, to arraign the 
general conduit of the miniitry. It is in fin ua ted, that their mea- 
lores have raifed fuch difcon tents, and incurable jealoufies among 
the people, that the K — mult go to war with only half hu peo- 
ple at his back. I wifti the gentlemen had been a little more 
cautious and moderate in their expreifions. Is it credible, that 
on account of any political fquabble among ourfelves, the peo- 
ple will abandon their lawful fovereign, and rifle the danger of a 
foreign yoke? Such ? thought is abfurd and extravagant, and 
can only proceed from a d i item pe red imagination. The natioQ 
will be unanimous in chaflifing the Bourbon confederacy, and the 
K — will find, that they will all form a* wall of brafs behind. The 
common danger being removed, it will be time enough to think 
o/ adjuftjng our domeltic quarrels. But fay you, who can fecocd 
the operations of thofe, who have degraded their S — n, by a 
pitiful conreft with the governor of Buenos Ay res I In anfwer to'" 
this, you will allow me to obferve, that the intrinfic value of 
Falkland ifland could not be deemed a fufHcient caufe of war, 
and that it was therefore a proper object of negotiation. This, 

which 
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Which cannot be denied, being granted, what could be more-pro^ 
ocnt, than to leave an opening for accommodation, by allowing 
the king of Spain to avow or difavow, as he thought proper, the 
aft of the governor of Buenos Ayres ? Indeed if Britain had 
thrown herfelf into the arms of France, as a mediator, there' 
wjpuld have been fome ground of cavil. But where has the gen- 
tleman picked up this intelligence ? He fays, that more know* 
ledgeof the adualftate of affairs may be gathered from acorn- 
ajbn news-paper, than from the K— 's fpeech. We all know the 
gentleman's partiality, for thefe vehicles of politics. May 1 then 
pre fume to aflert, that he muft have owed this anecdote to thefe 
oracles of truth. I think I may without much vanity pretend to 
at much knowledge of the matter, as the honourable 'gentleman, 
and yet, I proteft, the affair is an entire fecret to me. Great 
Britain has not employed France as a mediator, for {he has no 
need of a mediator. If fhe had need of a mediator, fhe would 
have need of a protector ; a cafe which can never exiff, while lhe 
is the ftrft and greateft power in Europe ; or, if theft words be 
too ftrong, one of the firft and greateft powers in Europe. But we 
have not fecured all the Britiih poflelEons from danger, and pro* 
Tided againft every fudden blow from the enemy r It itfay be 
fo. For what wifdom can with fo few troops render us every 
where invulnerable ? The honourable memfoer who ftaited thir 
ebje&ion, could not, I believe, with all his fagacity and military 
talents, fucceed in fuch an arduous talk. Here, therefore, he it 
as unfortunate, as in his attack upon the imaginary prophecy, 
concerning the duration of peace which he attributes to me. I 
made no fuch prophecy, I only faid* that fuch and fuch advan* 
Uges would accrue to Britain, if the peace laded ten years. 
I ventured on the ftrength of calculation to fpecify the quantity 
of the national debt, which wonld in that time be paid off.. In- 
deed I thought at that conjuncture, that war was at a great diUance;, 
but I was far from prophecying. But, had the miniftry a&ed 
with fpirit, in the affair of Cornea, war might have been pre- 
vented t The gentleman's intelligence may be very good ; yet' 
the point is not very clear to me. And had a rupture a&ually 
epfued in confequence of our interference, who would not 
have blamed (he ministry, for not allowing the enemy to wafte 
their blood and treafure upon an obj'eft, which they may find a, 
thorn in their fide ? 

N. B., We ha/vt not attempted to mark this fpeech <wiib fpirit or ele- 
gance* becaafe the original <was deftitute of both, except bhr.tnefs firtuld 
pafifor elegance, and bawling for fpirit. 
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$%e mojl remarblU Spueh on ibis Subjict, in th$ upper R*m, 
' *W tkat of the Iw *f Ch ■ m, j 

TJIS L— *-p began with telling, his hearers, <c That he 
JtJL thought the prefent fituation of this counjtry was fo 
truly critical and alarming, that he would not fit ftill, but 
womd drag the M ■ s from their concealments, and ex- 
pofethem to the refentment of an injured, infulted, and, he 
wis afraid, an undone people., 

• A noble L— (L— W— — h) 'continues he, has.told us* 
that it is neceflary to cultivate peace, and has enlarged much t 
upon the inhumanity of war, «md the defire he has to preveiitt 
the effufion of human blood, I have as little defire. to plunge 
this nation into an unneceflajy war as the noble L-r-d can : 
have : But hostilities have , been commenced againft a king* 
dom not ufed to fuffer any infults (to pais unrevenged: I, 
wifli the nobte L-r-d had always entertained thedfe femiments* 
of humanity ; 'the people would have then had no reafon to 
lament the fpillirtg of innocent blood, in St, George's Fields,;, 
by the violence^of his L— 7— p r s pol|pcs. ; , 

It has been infiniiated, that thY public credit of the lotion* 
may be affe&cd, if this motion Should be complied; with. Let- 
its confider who are the people who fuffi?r,mo^ by |he flu4> ? 
tuation' of. your funds, * Your Jitjtle dirty money jpbbcps* 1 
bloodfuckcrs, muckworms, commiflaries, . and contra(2ors. 
The(e are .the men Who have thrown down all diftinfUons of ' 
men in this cbumty/. I equally defpife .them all, , from the ; 
jobber in the Alley,' to. tfce Afiatic plunderers in Le^dcjihall- 

ftreet. ' '.*.''.•'" \. 

: I $m concerned, that in thefe times. when unanimity is fo - 
niuch wanted, any doubts fhould have been. thrown out re-. 
fbeSing the legality of imprejEng; 4 meafure which has the. 
(an&ion of common law, I confider the three Aldermen who • 
difcharg^d the imprefled meji #s parricides of their country, 
and would be the firijb fo move for an enquiry into their " 
conduit. 

A noble L-^-d has cautioned us again!}: flatting *ny dim* 
cdlties, that may impede a negotiation with a court fo jea- * 
Jous of its honour as the cpurj of Madrid, However highly » 
that JL— -d may thirifc of (he lofty idioms of Spanifh pride, I 
ever found them in all my negotiations, a crafty, drifting* * 
difingenuous and defigning people; pofle&ng not half the 
integrity and good faith of the Engl ifh nation. 

The noble L— d talks of negotiating; when we (hould be 
ftriking a blow. IJoftilities have already been commenced. 

Vol. VII. > Aaa IwiA 
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I wifli the officer of the Tamar wu at this bar : I wifli cat* 
tata Faimer> wfco torn* pa&ngtr, was here ; they would 
gvf%us ah accomttof the eemhtetof the governor of Buenos 
Ayrcs. They would tell yoju, that the Uiand was dejmded 
In the name #f the king Of Spain : tboie> therefore, who act- 
vifed hi*M~- — j> to call ft the a& of the governor of feuenoa 
Ayres* adrifcd him to an impofltion on this company. If it 
was the aA of that governor, why does the king of Spain if* 
nil avery-mteHigibTe Englift phrafe) ftill keep pofleffion of 
the ftolen goods? In the reign of James I, that great man* 
Sir Walter kaleigh* for an infringement on the Spanifl* terw 
ifeorta, fell a facrifice to the cruel* infojbnti and vtadi&iyqf 
J^rit of the haughty Sptaittdfc, 

I am for defending the honour of the crown., and the 
rights of the people, bat I touA confefi, that I think the 
fittiatto* of thi* kingdom i* truly deplorable*. whHft the reins. 
of government art m the hand$ of men* not one of whom 
ever knew half an hour** bufintfs in their lfves. 

I call upon the gentkmeo in a ■ > n to tell us wfca$ 
jk$n* they have taken to defend this country. fiave they Tent 
a iquadron to the weftern oeean, which I pronounce to bo 
eflentialfy nteeflarr. In the laft war, that great o$cer lord 
Anfon, to whofe knowledge and experience in naval affaic*. 
thefoccefle* of that war ar$ in a mat degree to be attributed, 
advifcd this meaftireto be adopted. It was adopted -> and we 
alt Itttofcrthe^ood eftfts that fefhrtved. Have you a fleet in 
North Amenta } Have you another in the Eaft Indie* i ■ 
Have yon one in the Mediterranean ? No : ferry spn I to 
fay, that whenever I turn my eyes, I' fee the marks of inat- 
tention and inexperience. You cannot at this time fit out 
twelve ftrfps of the line in fucb Condition for an officer to flake, 
bis- reputation on; Yon have now only 10,000 feamen to 
defend this great empire \ and in my administration. I found 
full employment for 85,000, 

But remember, gentlemen, that if Gibraltar^ Mahon, or 
Jamaica^ (honld fall, that you (hall anfwer it at the trivial 
of the public* Upon the whole, I am of opinion, that we 
nraft either have a war, or an ignominious compromife. \ . 
beftech the gentlemen in a-— ft— r-n to prepare fpt the 
former, and not fubmit to the latter. I de&e th^env to reftor$ 
to the people their violated right?, thai they may fiive theit 
pwn heads, and walk the public ftreets. free franx lniult/* 
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POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE, 

Oa&tr 31ft. 

THIS morning a confiderable body of the eledqps of 
Weftminfter met in Weftminfter hall* p uffiiaat in a 
previous advertisement for that purpofe when Mr. Wilkes, 
t>y defire of the ele&ors* having tafeen the chak told the iff. 
tention of the meeting in the words of the adverttfemem, 
Mr. Connell then moved that the member* he inftru&ed to 
impeach lord North, and gave a paper to the chairman can. 
tailing fuch inftru&ions, which were read by Mr* Wilkes:; 
when a gentleman from the other fid? of the tall calied out, 
Vith a loud voice, Mr. Wilkce, I defire to be heard. He 
Was defired to come' forward ; and a way being made for him 
to come up to the fteps pf the common pleat, where the 
chairman was placed, he faid he beard the word impeach- 
ment, but no more: therefore defired, in behalf of himfdf 
and many others, to know who was to be impeached, and 
for what, and defired the paper might be read again by a 
louder voice, for he was iure very few had heard it. Mr, 
Wilkes obferved to him, he bad never heard a louder Voic^ 
than his, and therefore defired him to read the paper, whictt 
he did. Somebody obferving he did not read it fairly, he 
began again, and read it through at the top of his voice. 
When be had gone through it, he began to make his objec- 
tions, and was heard tolerably well, till he wandered from 
the bufincfs to tell the people he was a freeholder of MicMle- 
fex, who had not gone to Brentford to vote with the multi- 
tude, but was one of the raw, that had voted for the fitting 
. member.*- When he had (aid this, \p was vain to attempt 
faying more, for there waa an univerfal hid 'till he was 
.filenced. 

Mr. Sawbridge then came forward, and, after filence be- 
jog made, gave fuch unanswerable reafons againft,the mea- 
fure propofed, that all who had the. pleafure to hear him, 
were convinced that the impeachment was abfurd, ridicu- 
lous, and nugatory : he then propofed another rcmonftrance 
to the throne $ faid we had a good and gracious king, who 
would certainly, when the mift was removed which now 
unfortunately was placed between him and his people, lrften 
to and relieve them ; advifed them, therefore, to perfevere in 
laying their grievances before the throne, and not to doubt, 
fooner or later, of fuccefs; that the greateft and wifeft of 
our kings had always Uftened to the voice of the people—the 
weakeft and wickeaeft of them had t^een obliged to do fo. 
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The chairman then put a qucftion, that all who were for 
the inftru&ions fliould hold up their hands, and th* contrary 
theirs.- A gentleman* near die chair obferved there was a 
clear majority againft the inftru&ions. The chairman /aid, 
I don't know that 'tis, Sir; I believe the queftion is not un- 
derftbod; I will put it again. Thequeftionwas again put : The 
•Gentleman making the fame obfervation, the chairman made 
the fame anfwer, when Mr. Sawbridge explained the qaeftion, 
and they were put a third time, when the people appeared to 
be for a remonftrance, and againft inftrudions, by a prodU 
gious majority.-— It was then moved, that a committee of 
Sx be appointed to prepare a remonftrance. A gentleman 
defired to be heard, who propofed a committee of twenty four 
perfons for fome reafons which he gave, but it paflcd for a 
committee of fix, who withdrew to the King's- Arms to pre* 
pare a remonftrance, and in about half an hour they returned 
to the hall with a remonftrance, which was read and unani- 
moufly approved. Thanks were then given to Mr. Wilkes 
and Mr. Sawbridge, and the affembly broke up. 

* # * Some difputes having arijen concerning the proceedings at 
. Appleby's and the Standard taverns pr.or to this meeting ; and dif- 
ferent accounts having been published of what pajfed at the hall— a 
±tind of paper war on the fubjeSf has been carried on between Mr. 
JVilkesi Mr. Edridge and a third perfon fuppofed to be the Rev. 
Mr. H—e. The editor thinks it incumbent on him to declare that 
.he was in the ballj not as a party concerned, but as an auditor % 
and that he can vouch for the authenticity of the above .account of 
the proceedings there* 

November 7. ' 

THIS day the following addrefs, petition and remon- 
ftrance of fome of the inhabitants of Weftminfter was- 
prefented to his majefty at St. James's by Sir Robert Ber- 
nard, but no anfwer was returned as might well be expec- 
ted, the fa:d paper being figned only by Mr. Wilkes, who 
had been impoliticly and improperly nominated by his parti- 
cular friends Chairman, to the general meeeting. 

To the KING'S moft Excellent Majefty. 
The Humble Address, Remonstrance, and Petition 
of the Electors of the City and Liberty of West- 
minster. 

* May it pleafe your Majesty, 

AS long as we have any confidence left in the integrity 
of your majefty's intentions and in the fincerity of your de- 
clarations, we cannot ceafe moft humbly, though earncftly, 

•- • « . - to 
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to Irhplorfc your royal Interpofition in behalf of a loyal arid 
my ch injured poople. We have already petitioned your 
majefty for a diflblution of the prefent parliament. That 
power is wifely and ineonteftibly placed by the conftitutioa 
in your majefty, for the benefit of your people. There are 

but two fituations in which it can be exercifed either 

when the people are diflatisfied, or when they are fatisfied 
■with the conduct of' their reprefentatives. If your majefty 
means wholly to decline this power, as irreconcileable with 
the principles of the conftitution, the people will lofe a con- . 
ftitutional remedy : If your majefty. means to retain it, and 
exercife it only in the latter cafe, as it has been vfery recent* 
lv and without any fcruple exercifed over the American af- 
femblies, it can never be a benefit, but, on the contrary, 
muft be a grievous injury to your fubjcds. Your faithful 
city and liberty of Weftminfter do therefore moil humbly 
implore your majefty to exert it now, when the whole king- 
dom is moft juftly and generally offended with the conduit 
of this parliament. 

With the moft dutiful rcfped to youf majefty, and with 
the moft inviolable attachment to your royal perfon and fami- 
ly, we beg leave to reprefent to your majefty, that the re- 
drefs of every grievance, the fecurity of all our violated . 
rights, the relief of all our fufferings, the prayer of every 
' petition, the reftoration of unanimity, harmony and peace, 
(fo often recommended by your majefty from the throne) are alt 
entirely in your majefty *s power to beftow : For the injuries 
we have fuftained, and the evils of which we complain have 
been voted and produced by your majefty's own minifters, 
officers, and fervants, and by thofc members of parliament 
efpecially who are under the immediate influence of , the 
crown. 

Your majefty has long been fo happily fituated as to have 
a choice of means to give redrefs and contentment to your 
people. Either by removing fuch of your fervants who have 
done the wrong, (inftead of difmiffing thofe who (efufed 
their concurrence) or by diflblvtog the prefent parliament ; 
That fo, fince no adequate provifion has hitherto been made 
to prevent the crown and its minifters from chufing all their 
fervants and dependants from amongft the reprefentatives of 
the people, the people by a frefh election may have an op- 
portunity of chufing for their reprefentatives, thofe who (hall 
not be the fervants and dependants of the crown and its mi- 
nifters. 

By the choice of independant, unbiased, and real repre- 
sentative* of the people, and by the meafures which fuch 
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mnen wHl naturally take tor our fecarity, wetmtf, tinder 
the good providence of God, that we Hull not continue to 
fee in this kingdom electors denied the right of elf&ioo, 
juries denied the right of judgment* and petitioner? rtflrtjen> 
the right of complaint. 

Jle unanimous Judgment of the Court of King's Bench in the 
Cafe of the King againjt WoodfaU as delivered ty Lard 
Mautfield % on, ' 

November vxh* 

THIS matter cooies on before the court upon W6 rules* 
which have been obtain*] j the one by the defendant's 
counfcl, to fiaj the entering up the interlocutory judgment in this 
iattft i the other by the attorney general, to enter up the judg- 
ment according to- the legal import of the verdift. In cemfidering 
thefe roles, we are naturally led to begin with the laft, be-* 
caufe the laft may decide the former j and in doing this, ft ' 
will be previously neceflary to ftate a report of the trial; 
«* The defendant was tried for the printing and pnbR/hing 9 in 
a paper called the public advertiser, a libel figned Ju- 
nius $ and in the information the tenor of the libel Was fet 
forth, with innuendoes, to complete the blanks, and with the 
nfual epithets, (i.) The firft witnefs, Crowdcr, proved the 
buying of the paper, which was produced, and twelve others* 
at the defendant's printing-houfe, of his fcrvant. fa.) Har- 




on this j^per was paid oy tne defendants lervanc. (3./ L»ee, 
Sir John Fielding's clerk, proved feveral payments to the 
defendant for advertifements in the public advertifer, and. 
produced his receipt." The proof opon the trial was dear,* 
and not controverted by the defendant's counfel, who called 
no witnefles. They refled their defence in objecting to fome 
of the innuendoes, but principally applied to the jury to con- 
vince them, that the paper was innocent, and that fome of 
the epithets, in the information did not apply to the intention 
of the defendant* No fa&, in cafe the paper be innocent, 
can make the publication a fubje&of guilt; and if the jury 
find it fo, the defendant may have advantage of its. innocence 
by arreft of judgment in this court : But that is not any 
queftion here. Nor is this a cafe, like fome of thofe, where 
the publication of a paper may be juftified, frcni particular 
• circumftances. T direft the jury, that if theyWieved the 
innuendoes y as to perfons and things, to have been properly 
filled up in the information, and to be the true meaning of 

the 
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&e pfrpfcr, and if they gave credit to tic witneflea* fajaioft 
find the defendant guilty - 9 for if they 1*lieved thear, there id 
no doubt but there was diffident evidence ef the defendant 9 * 
printing and pubHihing. If the Jury, were obliged to deter- 
mine whether the paper was ia law a MM Or *% or tw 
judge whether it was criminal, or to what degree, on if the* 
Were ta require proofs of a. criminal intention, shea thfedf 
re&ion was wrong, I told them, as I have always done be- 
fore, that whether libel or not, was a mere qacfiioa of law^ 
arifing out of the record:;, and that all she epithets infoted ia> 
the information were alfofosmat. iafertftcea of law; A ge- 
neral verdict of the jury finds only what tfec la* impiiaa 
from the fa&! There una aeqeflaiy proof of maUaeeo faw 
made ; for that is fcaroer jtaffible ta be predacad. The law ' 
implies, from the fe& of. publication * criminal iatana. 
The jury ftaid out a long; w h i le many bouts*— and at lafk 
delivered in their Vecdi&at my hoafe. (the ehjeAion ta. h* 
being out of the city being curad by eonftnt^r^Ta the nfual 
quemon of the officer, the. foreman answered ia thefe wards*' 
gtiilt] of priming qruLpuhkjhing sag*, Thn officer fcasenatfeA; 
up the words literally t without £o much* at adding the tribal 
word of reference to. conned tl^ fcnfe* An affidavit of cro 
of the j ury has been attempted la bo laid before the court by - 
the defendant's coiinfe!*, but w^ aw fcH^tf opinio* that lip 
(cannot be receiyed.~*&uch. affidavits; £a* paly he Emitted 
in motions for a, new trial, where their i+% doubt apon the 
words in which the. verdtA, waa delivered* or apoa the 
judge's notes of the evidence ; but an affidavit of a juryman 
cannot be admitted, to. explain or aflert*. what he thaugftt, oe 
intended, at the time of giving in the. verdid. The anoiatta 
of the attorney-general divides it&lf into two parts. 

. (i0 The firft, to fill up the finding of the jary, with the* 
ufaal words of reference,, fa as so canned the vetdiA 
with the information. Theomiffionof thefewoedh* wasey* 
of opinion, is a technical miftake of thecterfc* and rpajr be- 
now fupplied. (%.) The fecond bead of aqgaaieilt, is tp/omtt . 
the word onlyxu the entry of the verdk9* . This wearer all of 
opinion cannot be. done*, the word, onfytmifk ftand in the 
yerdi<3. No reafon can be urged for omitting the. word $mfy 9 
but what goes to prove* that jt adds nothing to die fenfe of 
the verdi&. If this word, was omitted, the verdift woufci 
then be, guilty of printing mid publishing, which is a general 
yerdift of guilty ; for there, is. no othea charge in the inform 
motion, but printing and publishing* and that alone the jvtf 
bad to inquire. In the cafe of the King *nd Willimto, for 
fhe North Briton, the jury found the defendant guilty of printing 
qnd publijhing. The officer entered up the yttQiSL guilty gene* 

rally 
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rally: the defendant received the fentence of this court, and 
<0 objedion'wa* taken by his counfel. Where there arc 
more charges in an information than one, the finding the •de- 
fendant guilty of printing and publijbing only, wpuld be an ac- 
apitttl of the other charges ; hut here the jury had nothing 
k to fiai Thev found him guilty of printing and publijbing 
only, which was all of which they were to find him guilty, 
Wing the only crime with which be was charged, We are 
all of opinion, that my direction to the jury is right and ac- 
cording to law$ the pofitions contained in it never were 
doubted ( it never has been, nor is it now complained of in 
this court; There clearly can be no judgment of acquittal, 
becaufc the fa& fouodby the jury is the only queftion thty 
had to try. The fingle doubt that remains* is as to th? 
meaning of the worn only. It would be improper now to 
make a qtieftion of the law, as I lay it down* In all the re- 
ports which I have made upon trials for libels, where my 
dire&ion has been uniformly the fame, the bar may remember t 
the dead, and the livihg who are now abfent, all to have con- 
curred in agreeing, chat it was law thus to direft the jury ii? 
matter of libel. Taking then the law to be thus, the only 
queftion is, whether any meaning, which wilt affeft the 
verAift, can be put upon the word only, as it ftands upon this 
record ? If the jury meant to fay, they did not find the papeg 
a libel,' or the intent of the defendant to be criminal in pub- 
lifhing it, or that* they did not find the truth and application 
of. the epithets ip the information, all this would not havjp 
vitiated the verdi£t<$ for it would have been entering in t<* . 
mailers: not before them* But if they meant to fay, that 
they did not find the meaning put upon the innuendoes, we • 
ifcould enter up judgment of acquittal ; but this would bq 
contradi&ory %o the former part of their verdift. It is im- 
poffibfe to (ay with certainty what they meant, Poffibly they 
meant differently ; and fomc of them might intend not to 
filtd the whole fenfe upon the innuendoes This would be the 
nuxft favourable fuppofuion for the defendant, tp which the ' 
judges will always Jean. But if a doubt arifes on the import 
of. the verdid, the court (hould grant a vptire facias de novo* 
which is in their power to do, when a verdid of acquittal 
has not been found for the defendant. 

° As:fodn as lord Mansfield had fimihed, the attorney genera} 
got up and informed r the court, that the original Public 
Ajdvcrtifer was loft by the jury, who tried the caufe, which 
he thought neceffary to inform the court of. He was an- 
swered, " that cannot now come before us, nor does it at al| 
ft .'|lter the juftice of fhe caufe. M 

v* * \ ■ •• .^ My, ; 
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JViftnmJier y Nov. 13. 

THIS day his majefty came to the houfe of peers, and 
being in his royal robes feated on the throne with the 
uiual folemnity, Sir Francis Molyneux, gentleman ufher of 
the black rod, was fent with a menage from his majefty tc* 
the houfe of commons, commanding their attendance in the 
houfe of peers. The commons being come thither accord- 
ingly, his majefty was pleafed to make the following moft 
gracious fpeech. 

My Lords and Gentlemen* 

WHEN I laft met you in parliament, I renewed to you 
*tlie aflurances which I had before given you, that it was my 
fixed purpofe to preferve the general tranquility ; maintaining 
-at the fame time the honour of my crown, together with the 
juft rights and interefts of my people : and it was with much 
4atisfa£rion that I indulged the hope of being ftill able to con- 
trntie to my fubje&s the enjoyment of peace with honour and 
fecurity. Since that time, thofe very conftderatidns,' which 
i then promifed you that I would never facrifice, even ta the 
defire of peace, have laid me under an indifpenfable ncceflity 
of preparing for a different fituation. 

By the a& of the governor of Buenos- Ayres, in feizing by 
force one of my poffeffiorts, the honour of my crown, and 
the fecurity of toy people's rights, were become deeply 
affe&ed. Under thefe circumftances, I did not fail to make 
an immediate demand from the court of Spain, of fuch fatis- 
faftion as I had a right to expeel for the injury I had received* 
I diie&ed alfo the neceflary preparations to be made, without 
fcfs of time, for enabling me to domyfelf juftice, in dtfe 
my requifition to the court of Spain Should fail of pro- 
curing it for me. And tbefe preparations, you may be 
affured, I {hall not think inexpedient t9 discontinue, until I 
lhall have received proper reparation for the injury, as well 
as fatisfafiory proof, that other powers are equally fincere 
with myfelf in the refQlution to prefewe the general tran- 
quility of Europe. In the mean time, I have called you 
together thiis early, in order that I may be able to receive 
from you fuch advice and afliftance, as, in the farther pro- 
grefs of this vtiy important bufinefs, may happe/i to become 
requifite. 

With refpeft to the ftateof my colonies ia North America^ 
although I have the fatisfaclion to acquaint you, that the 
people in moft of them have begun to depart from thofe corn- 
biQaftons which were calculated to diftrefs the coromeroe of 
this kingdom ; yet f in fom$ parts of the colony of the' Mafia-* . 
cHufett's Bay, very unwarrantable practices are ftiil carried on, 

Vol. VII, Bbb and 
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and my good fubje&s opprdftd by the fame lawlcfs violence 
Which h« too long prevailed in that province. • 

I hope, and troll, that the precautions which have alrefldy 
been tofed for fecuripg this country again ft the VifttatiolTof 
. that fatal calamity, which has of late appeared in fome of the 
diftant pirtt of Europe, wilt, with the blefling of God, 
-prove fuccefsful. But if, from any alteration of circum- 
ibnees, it fliould at anytime be found, that further provifi- 
ons will be wanted, I cannot doubt of ybur ready concur- 
rence for fo falutarv a purpofe. 

GentUmen if we Houft of Commons^ 

I will, order the .proper eftimates for the fervice of die en- 
fuing year to belaid before you. They muft, unavoidably, 
in qui: prefent fituation, exceed the ufual amount. Every 
unneceflary expence my concern for theeafe of my good fiib* 
je&s will ever inake me careful to avoid. But I fhould 
neither confult their intereft, nor their inclination, if I were ' 
to decline any expepce, which the public fecurity, or the 
maintenance of the national honour, does at any time 
require. 

My Lords- and GentUmtn% 

I am,fenfib]e how little I need fay to you, at this time, to 
prevail upon you to unite 19 whatever may beft promote the ' 
true intereft of your country, Id all your deliberations upoji 
points of a domeftic nature, let the extention of our -com- 
merce, the improvement of the revenue, and the matnte* 
nance of order and good government, be always in yoirf- view. 
With refpccl: to foreign meaiures, there will, I am perfuaded, 
be no other conteft among you, than who (hall appear moft 
forward in the fuppbrt of tne common caufe, in upholding the k 
reputation, the profperity of the kingdom. For the attain* 
ment of thefe ends, yau ftall ever find me ready to exert 
myfelf to the, urmoft. 1 have no intereft, i can have none 
diftincUrom that of my people. 
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WEDNESDAY the 21ft at one o'clock, the 
. . right honourable Brafs Crolby, Efq; lord mayor of 
vthis city, attended by aldermen Trecothtcfc, Stephenfon, 
Townfcnd, and x Oliver, the two fheriffs, >nd about a 
hundred of the common council, proceeded from Guildhall 
to St. James's,.. to prefent to his majefty the city remon- 
itrance, &c. They arrived about two o'clock* and were in- 
troduced to his majefty by the lords in waiting, when the 
v • following renrnnftrance, jaddrefs, and petition, was xead by 
Sir- lames Hodges, town-clerk, (the recpfder not attending.) 

To 
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To the KING'S tyoft Excellent Majtfy. 

The bumbk Address, Remonstrance, and Petition, of 
■ the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the Gity of 
London* in Ctmton-Counal qffembledi 

WE the lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons of the city 
of London, in common-council affirm bled, moft humbly beg 
leave to approach your majefty, and moft dutifully to lay 
again at the foot of the throne our aggravated grievances, 
<wd carneft Amplications ; although, through prevalence of 
evil counfellors, our iuft complaints have hitherto met with 
.rcpulfe and reprimand, ncvertheltfi} we will not forego the 
but confolation of the unhappy, hope, that our faJferirigs will 
\ . at length find an end, from, the innate goodnefs of your ma- 
< * - jefiy ; the gracious eflt&s of whtfh have, to our unfpeak* 

* -*blegn*f, bw intercepted, from your injured people* by a 

* fatal qopfpiracy of malevolent influences around the throne* 

i We, therefore, again implore your msyefty, in this fad 

crifis, with hearts big with forrow, and warm with afFe&ion, 
opt to be induqed by ralfe fuggeftions, contrary to the benjg- 

9 v . ntty of your roval nature, to Qim up your paternal com- 

* « paffion, and jumce againft the prayers of unhappy Aibje^f 9 
)- darnings as we now again prqfpme to dp, with equal humi~ 
b lity and freeborn plairinefs, our ihdifputable birthright^ freq- 
; doro of ele&on, and right of petitioning, 

* We have feen the known law of the land* the fare guardiarl 
: ; . of- rights trodden down ; ^ and, by the influence o? daring 
i * miniftrrs, arbitrary discretion, the law of tyrants, fet up to 

> -- .overthrow the choice if the eleflors % and nominate to a feat in 
s parliament, a perfon not chofen by the pcopi^ 

t Your majefty's throne is founded on the free e*ereife of this 

;.' great right of ele&ibn ;-r-tp preferve it inviolate, is true loy- 

ally ;-?*to undermine and deftroy it, h the moft compendious 
freafon againft the whole conftitution. 

Deign then, Sir, amidft the complicated dangers which 

/ furround us, to reftore fatisfaSion and harmony to your faith* 

s ful -fubje&a, by removing from, your majefty *s prefence all 

evil counfellors, and by recurring to the recent (enfe of your 

people t?ken in a new parliament. 

> By fuch an exertion alone of your own royal wifdbm and 
f virtue, the various wounds of the conftitution can be effec- 
tually healed ; and, by reprefe$at\ve$ freely chofen, and a&ing 

i independently, the falutary awe of parliament cannot foil to 

{ecure fio us that faired fcutyark of Ehglifli liberty, the tryal 

$t>b$ kl 
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by jvry % sgainft the dangerous defigns of thofe, who hive 
dared openly to attempt to mutilate its powers, and deftroy 
" its efficacy. 

So will difiattsfa&ion, and national weaknefs, change at 
once into public confidence, order, .ftrength, and dignity; 
and this boafted conftitution of England, fo late the envy of 
nations, no longer hdd forth to the derifion of Europe, 
ele&ors not fuffered to eled, juries forbid to judge of the 
whole matter in iffue before them, and dutiful petitioners, re- 
monftrating the raoft flagrant grievances, branded by the mi- 
lliters whfl opprefs them, as feditiom inflation of that confti- 
tution which we religioufly revere, and, together with your 
ittajeity's facred pertan, will unceafingly defend, againft all 
enemies and betrayers. 

His Majesty's Answer. 

cc As I have no reafon to alter the opinion exprefled in my 
** aofwer to your addrefs upon this fubjecl^ I cannot comply 
*' with the prayer of your petition.'! 

, Nov. 28. This day at about half an hoar after twelve 
'o'clock,' Mr. Almon, the bookfeller, was brought up to the 

• court of King's Bench in Weftminfter Hall, in Order to 
receive fehtence for/elling in a monthly pamphlet Junius's 
•letter to the k — . 

The council for the crown expatiated for a confiderable 

'time on the nature of the offence, and were afterwards replied 

to by the council for the defendant, ferjeant Lee, and fer- 

jeant Glynn, who fpoke with great eloquence on the fubjefb, 

' and Chewed how liable every bookfeller, &c. is to be puniwed, 

provided he is to be accountable for the contents of a panj- 

J phlet he never read, or which his fervant, as was the cafe 

with Alniori, fells in his abfence. 

Lord chief jufticc Aftoh then entered into the nature f>f 
Almon's crime, and declared he could not fee how he could 
plead ignorance of the contents of a work that had been ad- 

• vertifed for him for fome days ; that it was neceffary, in con- 
sequence of the bad effects of fuch libels as Junius's letter, 

• which tended to alienate the affections of the people from the 
monarch, and to diffufe fedition through the kingdom, to 

'pumfli the fellers of them, in order to deter others from the 
like practice, and to make bookfellers and publi fliers the more 
cautious what they circulated for the future, as they were cer- 
tainly, by law, accountable for the contents of the pieces 
that went through their hands. After fome learned remarks 
jjbnthe fpeeches of the defendant's council, his lordfllip con- 
clude 



f 3< * ] 

eluded with fentencing him to pay a fine of ten marks, and to 
find fecurity for his good behaviour for two year*; hinifelf to 
be bound in 400I. and his two fureties in 200I. each. . 

Lord Mansfield was not on the bench when the fentence. 
was pafled, but left the court about three o'clock, having, 
been fent for on fome very important bufinefs to the boufe of 
Lords. 

It is hourly expe&ed war will be declared againft Spain. 

Account of the Jieps taken by the King's natural-born jubjefts m 
America, to defeat the uwonjlitutional 'innovation of admitting 
the French Roman-catholic adopted fubjeds to hold offices <f dig- 
nity, truft and emolument in that fdrt of his majejffs d§* 
minions. 

From the ROYAL GRENADA GAZETTE. 
Grenada j Sept. 15, 1770. 

ON Thurfday the 16th inftant, was held the court of 
KingVBench and Grand feffions for this Ifland. After 
the court was opened, and the juftices, who were prefent, 

• were fworn, Roume de St. Laurent and Mony des Bordes, 
i^fquires, two of the new-adopted Roman-catholic fubje£b t 
whofe names were inferted in the commiifion of the peace, 
which had been iffued by Mr. Fitzmaurice, applied to be like- 
wife fworn of the court. The prefident defired to know of 
thefa if they meant to take the State oaths, and fubferibe the 
teft, as the Englifli juftice6 had done? they replied, they 
would not fubferibe the teft, as they underwood there was 
a law of the ifland which difpenfed with it in their favour. 
The prefident then defired the a& they alluded to ftould be 
read, which was done by the clerk. He then obferved, that 
the ad they alluded to. was dated fome months after the com- 
miffion of the peace, in which they were named, had iflued, 
and that it had no refpedtive words, and therefore could not 
apply to them. 

That the a& for eftabl idling the court of KiitgVBench and 
Grand Seffion pofitively required every member of that court 
to take all the State-oaths, and fubferibe the teft, and there- 

- fore without a compliance on their part, with the dire&ion of 

' that ad in this particular, they could not, in his opinion, 
be admitted to their feats on the Bench, but that he would 
take the opinion of the court thereupon. . ' 

It-was then farther obferved, that if there had been any re- 
trofpe&ive claufe in the difpenfinq; a£, the court could not 
but confider that a£k as void, fince it had palled the then coun- 
cil, }n violation of a law of the colony, intitled, •* An a& 

-' . "to 
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«o regulate the proceedings of the Aflembly in all bUk to mv 
profc a general tax on the inhabitants of thefe iflands, ^nd to 
regulate the proceedings of the council on all bill* whatever," 
and which aft was then in full force, and by which it if 
enafted, cc That no bill whatever (bould thereafter pafs the 
council till all the members thereof, then on, or in the. faid 
ifland of Grenada, fhould have been duly fummoned to attend 
the Council. Board on that particular bufinefs, nor at any 
•other time than ihe time mentioned and appointed in.fucb fiim- 
mons." That no fuch fummons had been iffued when the 
a& in queftion was pafled, the truth of which appeared upon 
the oath of the Deputy- Provoft-Marlhal. 

If was further obferved, that this pretended difpenfing *& 
was repugnant to an a£t Of Parliament paiTed in the 7tJrand 8th 
years pf the reign of King William the Third, cap. 22. which 
provides, thatallplaccsoftrufrin the courts of law in the Co- 
lonies (hall be in the hands of oatural-born fubje&s, and de- 
clares all laws; by-laws, ufages and ctjftoroe at chat time* or 
which fhould thereafter be in pra&ice, or wbichfhould ther*aft#r 
fee endeavoured or pretended to be m force or pradjee io any 
ef the Plantations, which £bould be any wife repugnant to the 
Jaw therein before-mentioned, or any of them, fo far 45 they 
related to the plantations, or any of them, or which Should 
he repugnant to that a£t» or to any other law thereafter to bo 
made in England, fo far a* fuch law fliould relate to and men- 
tion thefaid Plantations, to.be illegal, null and void to all 
intents and purpofes whatfoever ; but thefe reafons Aot appear- 
ing fatisfaftory to fomeof the members, who contended that 
the aft being an aft of the legislature* it was a good ad till 
difallowed by the King, and that it did not depend 00 the 
court to judge of its legality : It was therefore obferwt* that 
there yet remained an objection of another nature from thofo 
which had been before offered, and which it was to be wiffeed 
: had not been made neceflary to be taken, notice of in .that 
place, viz. the illegality of a branch of the legijlature thatfaaffed 
the aA in cjueftkm as it was then constituted $ for that it was 
now a well known and cftahJiibed fa£k» that the Commander 
in Chief had no warrant or authority for the appointment of 
two of the new* adopted Roman Catholic fubje&s to be mem* 
feers of the council; and that the fufpenfion of the memberi of 
that board, and fubfequent appointment of others in their 1 
room, had been declared illegal. It was then propofed to 
take the opinion of the Attorney -General,, who faid, That be- 
ing fo unexpectedly called upon, he did not chufeto give a fo. 
lemn opinion upon a queftion of fo much. importance to the 
eoimtry, although he was fotisfied in hi* own mind, that for 
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diereafons which hid been gtvtn, and what appeared to him, 

tbe aft was illegal. 

* Then tteopuuppof the court was taken on the following 

Soeftion-^" whether Roume die St* Laurent and Mony des 
lordes, EfquJres, could legally fit as juftices of that court 
witfcftut (kbfcribing <fae leftT' Which was determined in the 
iterative, dght juftTct* being of opinion they could not legally 
fitTjand two that tfcey could. 

The grand jury prtfcnt a certain book, entitulcd, " Audi 
alteram Pattem/* as aicandafcms, toalicioys, and infamous 

{tuttication, containing the groffeft falflioods, tending to mif* 
ead, corrupt, and inflame the minds of his Majefty's old and 
new-adopted fubjeds, and thereby create the moft difagreeable 
difiemitras between them; -as it-aMb contains the moft in** 
•juft, injurious, and felfe afpertions and reflexions on Magif- 
trates, legiflature, and private chambers, the tendency of 
4*hich ia moft dangerous to the peace and harmony of the in* 
Aahttantsof this ifland. 
«$#*. jo, 1770. ., IONIAN Home, Cum Soak. 

TotttfePiintertfthe POLITICAL REGISTER, 

.1 fend you the defence made by the Aflembly of St. Chriflo- 
.. pher, alluded to in your Regtfter of laft month s together 
. ..with fome refoluttons entered into by them at a meeting 
on the %zd of November 1 769, and a letter written by 
John Fahy to the Chief judge of the Court of King's 
Bench and Common Pleas in that ifland. I have to each 
of thecal added fome obfervattons, which, if you think 
proper, you will oblige me by inferting in yotit Kegifter. 

v . . , W. 

BASSETERRE 

To his Excellency William Woodley, Captath General, 
and Governor in Chief, in and over all his Majefty's Lee- 
ward Caribbee Mands in America, Chancellor, Vice Ad* 
jniral, and Ordinary of the fame, and fo forth. 

Mfiy it pkaft your Excdkncy t 

WE his Majeftv's moft. dutiful and loyal fuhje&s, the 
Aflembly, of St, Cbriftopber, return your Excellency 
our Sincere thanks for your condcfcenfion in having laid be- 
fore us the petition-and remonftrance of William Wharton, 
Jofeph King, Willian? Fcuillpteeu, Aretas Akers, Chrifto- 
- phcr Mardenbrough, fen. Anthony Bryan, and Henry. Sea- 
tori, 
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ton, Efqrs. and the opinion of his Majefty's Attorney Ge- 
neral thereupon. 

In juftification of ourfelves, for your Excellency's fatiafac- 
tion, and to remove tbofe impreflions, which the 'grofs falfc- 
hoods of that paper may have made on the minds of Tome of 
his Majefty's good fubjedb of this ifland, we think it Incum- 
bent upon us, to relieve our proceedings from the mifrepre- 
fentations with which they have been arraigned, and to fet 
them before you in their -true light 5 nor fhould we have de- 
layed this fo long, had not our attention been applied to the 
more urgent bufinefs of the: publick. 

(a) The refolution upon our journal, igainft the members 

(a) The right of coming to .this refolution is acknow-r 
ledged to be founded on no pofitive incapacity- by the law, but 
from mceflityi arifing from a fuppofed analogy between die 
legiflatures of this kjngdonvand that colony. Let us thea 
fee if any or what comparlfon can be juftly drawnJ>etween 
them* The legiflature of Great Britain is Compofed of three 
parts, diftind from, and independent of each other. That 
of St. Chriftopher of four; for the King (not being bound 
by his representative, whofe afient is abfolutely neceflary in 
pacing all ads) forms a diftin& feparatc body^ and can by 
differiting from, totally difannul any a£k paffed by the Geno^ 
ral* the Council, and the Aflembly. The General and Coun- 
cil are not only appointed by the King, but can be removed 
alpleafure. As the two legiflatures differ in Co material a 
part, let us then defcend tp particulars, and examine them 
Jeparately. The lords enjoy certain honours and privileges, 
which' defcend to their poftcrity, and which can but in very 
few inftances be forfeited ; they form the higheft court o£ ju- 
dicature known to the law, from whofe detferminatiqn no ap- 
peal lies ; in all civil ptocefs their perfons are facred, and in 
criminal they are .tried by the houfe of peers. The. council 
hold their feats jonly during the king's pleafure, nay, maybe 
deprived of ttysm by the general,, who himfelf holds his cpm- 
miflion only by the xoyal favour,. They form a court o( er- 
ror, but from them an appeal lies before the king in coun- 
cil ; their perfons are not protected, hut may be taken in 
execution in a civil procefs, and in criminal they, would T>e 
tried by a jury of twelve men, not by the council. Nor is 
the analogy between the commons and the aflembly ftronger, 
only that they are both ele&ive, and the representatives of *a 
certain clafs of people in both places. For the aflembly can- 
not 
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of bis Majefty's Council voting at ele&ions of Aifembly-men, 
is not pretended to be founded upon any pofitivc incapacity, 

declared 
" * * ■ ■ ' ■■ ' " ■ ■ 

pot prote& the perfons of their members, but during their 
a&ual fitting in the houfe. They cannot adjourn themfelves 
even de die in diem \ they cannot appoint their own clerk, or 
any one fervant attending the houfe, who all hold their 
places and are appointed by commiflian, from the commander 
in chief. In one inftance, it may be faid, that the council 
aqd aiTembly are analogous to the two houfes of parliament, 
and that is in having a voice in the framing of laws. But 
when we come to reflect, this analogy is fo trifling as fcarce- 
ly to admit of a comparifon. For the latter affift in making 
laws that bind the whole kingdom, the former only fuch as 
bind the inhabitants of the ifland of St Chriftopher's. Nor 
is the neceffity of entering into this r?folution lefs abfurd than 
the fuppojed right. ^ They fay that without it, their inde- 
pendence of the council would be annihilated. If "they ferioufly 
apprehended any fuch danger, or if the council had ever ex- 
ercifed this right, fo as to give them the leaft caufe of fufpi- 
cion, it was extremely abfurd to leave them poffefled of a 
power, by means of which, they might more eafily and ef~ " 
fe&ualty accomplifh fuch a defign. For by the zSt which 
eftablifiied the legiflature, all writs for electing representa- 
tives, are ordered to be direded to the members of his ma- 
jefty's council. Now furely there is more danger to be ap- 
prehended from them, ailing in this capacity, than by voting 
only as freeholders ; particularly as Mr. Attorney General 
Warner has declared that the act is only dlreclory as to the 
returning officer, whofe negle& in the moft material point 
did not in his opinion vitiate a return. For if he can dif- 
penfe with the law in one, he may in every inftance ; and 
not being under the tie of an oath, by negte&ing to give 
that public notice the a& requires, have it in his power to 
return who he pleafes. And the only fatisfaclion the parties 
injured could have, Mould Be to indicl him for his neglecl (for fuch 
is^the paradox) the return would be good. Having thus 
{hewn, that the fuppofed analogy and neceffity were ir^fuffi- 
cient to authorife them to come to fuch a refolution, I {halt 
beg leave to point out wherein I think it was alfo unjuft.— - 
For fuppofe a freeholder, merely for being a member of the 
council, is rendered incapable of voting for reprefentatives, 
• and that he fhould be deprived of -his feat at that board on 
the day after the affembly are ele&ed j by whom, or in what 
Vol. VII. C c c manner, 
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declared by the ASpxobly zSt of this iflan4j» butehiafylajeftjrts 
royal predecsffprs having, of the royal grace, difpen/ed.to this 
cojpny a legidature formed upon the Englifh model, of King, 
Lords, and Commons j there is, in the very texture pf this, 
conftitution, implied and interwoven fuch a political difability 
of their voting, as without which our independence of th£ 
Council would be annihilated, and there would only re- 
main to us the mere femblance of a feparate and "diftinfl: 
branch of the legiftature. 

That the Affembly had a right of coming to this refolu- 
tion, (fuppofing it, for a moment j erroneous) we have not' 
only the example of a (£) former Affembly for, but more- 



manner, would fuch a freeholder be reprefented, during, the. 
continuance of that affembly ? 

(b) This right was never called in queftioQ.but. by the pre- 
ceding; affembly > who tjie yearibefprq came tf> the feiw re>- 
folution. Th^ council then refented i& fc much, that they, 
came to a refolution,, to do no bufinefs with tb^rn until they 
received fatisfa&ion ; whjcfc for fome time put a flop to ail 
public bufinefs. Mr. Wopdley, however, prevailed. on„ the 
council to break through theii) refolution* by mfinuating that, 
it would not tend to fettle the difpute; and that he would • 
acquaint Lord H) I (borough, with thfi partjqujars, and defire 
to, know. the. king's pleafure,, Whether Mr. Wpodley wrote 
to Lord Hilfborough, or rec^ivsd any anfwer frpnr him» I 
cannot take upon me to fay ;. but the affembly expired, wjtfcr 
out his making any farther mention pf, the affair. Sc^th^t , 
this can by no means be produced as a precedent^ for the 
council would have, fuppotftcd thpir right, at that time* but . 
from the confidence they placed iji : Mr. Woodley's protnife 
to refer it to the JKing. And as to the fe£tion of the ail 
brought to fupport this pretended right, it only ferves to 
prove their ignorance. Fqr the a£t fays, the truth and lega- 
lity oi elections and qualifications of members ( npt, of ele&ors) 
fhall be tried. Now it doos not appear, that th* legality of 
the ekflion, or qualifications of the, member s y (nor indeed' of' 
the elefior) were called in queftion ; for they haye declared, 
that their refolution was founded on no legal incapacity,, con- 
fequently this was not a cafe wherein the law gave them a 
power to judge. Befides, ir it was, *hey d t id not proceed 
according to the rights and privileges of the Commons of Great* 
Britain *> for no petition had been prefented complaining of 
an undue election, 

over,. 
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oyar* the fen&ion of ihc lay* of this iflau'd, by which it Is 
tna&ed, 

, c « That, .for the future, the truth and legality of ele&tom 
and qualifications, of any member or members chofen to 
ferve in the Affembly of this iflatod, (hall be tried ohly by the 
reprefentatives themielves $ and the members 6f t he Affenvbly 
ihall, by plurality of voices, decide fueh v difputes and con- 
troverted ele&ions according to the rights and privileges of 
the reprefentatives of the honourable Houfe of Commons in 
Great Britain, fo far as the fame ihall beconfiftent with the 
qualifications and other matters herein before ena&ed *, and 
that no practice or proceeding to the contrary heaedf, hid or 
done, ihall be drawn into example or precedent, to the pre- 
judice of the -people of thra ifland." 

In confequence of the above refolution, paffed oh our "firft 
meeting, the names of thofe of his Majfefty's CourlcH, who 
appeared upon the refpc&ive polls, ta have voted, being or- 
dered to be ftruck off: upon the rafwe Of the naine of We 
honourable Samuel Croolce, from the poll for the parift of 
St. Mary Cayon, John Bourryau G^rnett, William Gar- 
Vey, aha John Tyfon, Efqrs. were then, upon an equal 
ele&iont with Alexander Douglas, John Julius, and Jam<(s 
Akers, Efqrs. who had been returned for the faiii parilh : 
whereupon Afteflrs. Douglas, Julius, and Akers vvere or- 
dered to withdraw, until! the houfe had determined, who 
fl)6uld be the fitting members for that parifh. Upon thefe 
*ge*ntlemen retiring, the petitioners and remonftrants (fuf- 
^peding, as it (hould feem, that a majority of opinion woul.d 
prevail agaihft them in this Affembly) although feveral times 
'called to order, and remanded to their feats, by Mr. Speaker, 
(r) forced their way out of the Affembly Room, and w/niid 
Tiave been followed by James Smith, Efqj /another membeij 
had he not been timely prevented, and the doors locked upon 
him; the evident confequence of which, had Mr. Smith alfo 

fc) From this account one would imagine that the remon- 
ftra'rtts Jhad' met with Tome refinance in going out of the 
room, arid that they had entered into fome premeditated de- 
figft to break the houfe. But I have feen a depofuion en- 
tered into by moft of them, wherein they depofe, that no fuch 
thing was thought of or intended, and that they do not be- 
lieve the Speaker had called them to order before they quit- 
ted the houfe. As I was prefent when this happened, I can 
"take upon 'me to fay, that they were certainly called to or- 
der repeatedly, though I verily believe the call did not pro- 
ceed from the chair, until they were out of the houfe. 

C'c 2 quitted 
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^quitted the hoiife, (and which was, beyond a doubt, the drift 
and intention of them all) would have been a total flop to all 

, bufinefs, until a new Aflenpbly had been chofen 5 for* as the 
complete and efte&ual number of reprefentatives was not re- 
turned, owing to one member's being returned for two pa- 
rities, (and who had not (d) then made his ele&icn for 
which he would ferve) by the feceflion of eight, there 
had not been a legal number left for proceeding to bufinefs. 

The Atfcmbly (*), in jufticfc to the authority of the re- 
prefentatives of the people, and in duty to the publick, 
thought they could not pafs by a behaviour fo deftru&ive of 
all order, .and fo criminal in its tendency. They, therefore, 
were unanimous (fave the difTenting voice of Mr. Smith, 
their ally) in an order for that commitment^ of the remon- 
ftrants, which has fince been the fubjeel of a'judicial exami- 
nation before your Excellency, and alfo before the Chief 
Tuftice of this ifland ; and which, although reprefented by 
tne remonftrants as an innovation upon the constitution, is 



(d) This is falfe; for to my knowledge the. remonftrants 
were in the houfe when this election was made, and a mef - 
fage, in confequence of it, fent to his Excellency* acqu \\rx- 
ing him of it, and defiring him to iffue a writ. Thcretoie 9 
if a feceflion of eight members would have then put a nop to 
all public bufinefs, until a new affembly could have beca e 
le&ed, feven having feceded, and one being allowed to va- 
cate his feat, amounted to the fame thing. And if they 
could not have then proceeded to bufinefs, they certainly ne- 
ver had a better right on any future day, while the remon- 
'ftrants' continued in confinement. 

(e) How little regard thefe gentlemen paid to order , or 
even common decency, appears evident from the commit- 
ment of the remonftrants ; which difcovers at the fame time 
their love of juftice. After having confined them in the 
cuftody of the ferjeant at arms twelve days, they then con-. 
defcended to enquire of them, what they had to fay in vin- 
dication of their conduct. That is, after having punijhed* 
they proceeded to try them. The reafons the remonftrants 
gave not being thought fatisfaftory,' they were committed to 
f the common gaol of the ifland, where they remained fix 
days, and weie then relcafed in confequence of Mr. Wood - 
ley's interceflion, which, in my opinion, does more honour 
to the goodnefs of his heart, than that of his underftand- 
ihg. . " - 

\ ■ •< not 
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not only warranted to us, by the (/) pra&ice and unqucf- 
tioned ufage of former Affemblies, but was an exercife alfo 
of one of thofevery privileges, claimed of your Excellency ' 
by the remonftrants themlelves, upon our prefcntafion to 
you of a fpeaker unanimoufly chofen at our firft meeting. 

The Affembly then proceeded to the determination of the 
Cayon election, and as Meffrs. Garnett, Garvey, and Ty- 
fon were men in no ways inferior to Meffrs. Douglas, Julius, 
and Akers, in zeal and attachment to his Majefty*s perfon 
,and government,' but alfo each of them, poffetfed of fair 
' landed property in this ifland, and of unexceptronable livei 
and convocations ; they were (with the negative of Mr. 

(f) T^ere never was, I believe, but one inftance, where- 
in <*£ cifembly exercifed this power, and that was in the 
*ir '.. one Buchanan, in the year 1742. He was a poor 
ii. <; ..nficant man, and committed to prifon for fome difre* 
fpcJil'ul words, fpoken of a member of the then affembly.— 
Having neither friends nor fortune to fupport him in a pro- 
secution ag<:inft the perfons concerned in that infamous tranf- 
^dion, he died fome little time after his enlargement. But 
fuppofe there had bc$n many precedents, how ridiculous is 
it to derive fuch a power as this from ufage and cu/lom y wjieft 
the very legiflature has not been eftablifhed more than fixtjr 
years f For can any ufage or cuftom make that legal to-day, 
which would have oeeh illegal fixty years ago ? Surely not* 
witnefs the fate of General Warrants. And that the legifla- 
ture did not think the affembly poffeffed of this power, by 
their charter, appears evident from an a£t (and I believe the 
firft a<&) pafled by them in the year 17x1. " For it is en- 
" a£ted, in cafe of contefted eleAions, that the affembly 
44 fhall be impowered to examine, upon oath, any perfon or 
4C perfons, and to fend fpr papers and records. And who-' 
44 fpever {hall refufe to deliver fuch papers, {hall be com* 
44 mitted to gaol, 'till they deliver the fame, by warrant un- 
44 der the hand and feal of any juftice of the peace, dire&- 
44 ed to the provoft marfhal of the faid ifland, or his lawful 

44 deputy, &c." Now, if they were poffeffed of a right 

to impnion, merely from the nature of their conftitution f 
where was the neceffity to give them a power to call upon a 
civil magiftrate, to punifh for contempts fhewed to them ? 
It is true, the aft of 171 1 was repealed by one of 1727, but 
this laft a<3 has given them no fueh power, nor indeed has 
it fubftituted any in the room of -it, but that of determining 
according to the rights and privileges of the commons in fome 
particular cafes. 

Smith 
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Smith alone) (g) declared the fitting numbers for 'the -(kid 
pariib, and the n*mes of the faid Meffrs. Douglas, .Jttlitis, 
and Akers ordered to be erafed oft" the poll (h). 

In regard to that part of the petition and remonftrance, 
alledgirtg that the bufinefs of the Afferobly was ufurped by 
twelve gentlemen only, after leave had been given Mr. Smith 
t6 vacate his feat (i), we beg leave to affure your Excelv 

lency, 
■ » i ■ - i ■ . ■■ ■ * • - ■ 

(g) But not according to the law, for they had prefented 
no petition. 

(b) This is really qorious \ for the writ, poll, and re- • 
turn are .(baled together, and laid by as-matters of record-; 
now, by this erafure, three names will appear on the return 
that are not on the poll, for they do not lay that the return 
was arnended ; therefore we muft fuppofe that die names of 
JfulLus, I)ouglafs, and Akers ftill remain on it* 

(/,) To prove the truth of this gfiertion, I fliall beg leave 
to tranfcribe part of their printed minutes, as appears in 
Tfcibou's paper of fhe 8th of November, printed by their 
order,. 

11 Refolved, That James Smith have liberty to vacate his 
* feat. 

u Rcfolved, That his fe^t is vacated to all intents and 
** purppfes. 

" A motion was made and feconded, That as it appeared 
"*' on the face of the poll taken for the pariih of Si Mary 
** Cayon, that John Bourryau Garnett, William Garvey, 
** And John Tyfon,. Efquires, were upon a double tettttn 
** with Alexander Douglas, John Julius, and James Akers, 
*** Efqiiires ; the houfe do come to the resolution, That John 
%€ fiourryau Garnett, William Garvey, and John Tyfoh, 
€€ Efouircs, be the fitting members, 

*« Refolvcd, That j9hn ; Bourryau Garnett, William Gtfr- 
c< vey, and John Tyfon, Efquires, he the fitting members. 

Can any thing be plainer, than that, the Cayon election 
Dfras determined upon after Smith's feat was vacated, and b% 
bnly twelve members. Yet they fay, that after Smith had 
given his negatives upon the commitment of the remon- 
strants, and t^e matter of the Cayon ele&ion, &c. he i*e- 
j>eated his motion, and that, then it was granted, on condition, 
it fliould not take, place until after that cay. , If this was re T 
*Ify the cafe, why does this resolution itand prior to thafe 
with refpetf to the Cayon .ele&ion ? Or if the leave wafc 
feranted, as they fay, where was the neceflity that Smitf\ 
IzftHild fefe'rve his motion until they had gone through thfe 

bufineff 
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lency, by the feWr of every tie that ban bind us, either in our 
private or publick chara&ersj that the whole of that proceed- 
ing was as follows : 

After the remonftrants had withdrawn* Mr. Smith repre- 
fented to the Houfe, that as he had been chofen into this Af- 
fetaMy without his confent or knowledge, and his chief re- 
fidence was in Nevis, his attendance upon the Affembly 
would be a great inconvenience to him, and therefore defiredt 
leave to vacate his feat ; upon this, it was urged by a mem- 
ber, that, as there was then, but barely a legal number pre*- 
feht for conftituting a Houfe, Mr v Smith ihould referve his 
motion until the neceffary bufinefs of the day was finifted, 
and then the Houfe would take it into confideration : after 
Mr. Sn>ith had given, his negatives upon the commitment of 
the remonftrants, and the matter of the Cayon ele&ion, and 
the ufual bufinefs of the firft day's meeting of a new Aflembly 
had been moftly gone through, he repeated his motion for 
vacating his feat, which was granted, and a refolution pafied* 
that his feat (hould be vacated to all intents and purpofe* 
after that day. He, after this, continued in the Houfe as a 
member, but, watching his opportunity, flipt out without 
being perceived till it was too late; by his quitting, the houfe 
was. broke up, and your Excellency's adJQurnment,, which 
had juft before come down, could not be entered in our mi- 
nutes, or even read by us as a Houfe, much lefs was any 
other bufinefs attempted by twejve gentlemen only, as is moft 
untruly alledged by the reinonftran.ee. 

We are happy, jthat we can appeal to your Excellency, as 
well as to the Council that day fitting with ypu*. for our vin- 
dication of the charge againft us, relating to the fwcaring in 
of Patrick Burke, E% upon our fecond meeting. But it 
will be neceffary, before we introduce our juftification in this 
particular, to remind your Excellency, 

That, a writ having been iffued (i) at our firft meeting, 
for the election of a member for St. Ann, Sandy-Point, in 
the room of Mr. Stanley, who having been returned for that . 
parifh and the parifh of St. Thomas, Middle-Ifland, alfo, 
made his ele&ion. for the latter. Mr. Smith having vacated* 
his feat, the remonftrants being under commitment, and your 

bufinefs of the day ? For if it was not intended to have taken, 
place, until the houfe broke up, it was immaterial, whe- 
ther they gave him leave to vacate his feat early or late ia. 
the day. 

(£) They fliould have iaid applied for^ otherwife it feern^ 
as if they had iffued the writ, which they cannot do. 

Excellency 
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Excellency not having been apprized of our determination in 
regard lo the Cayon eledion ; from thefe circumftances, the 
legal number of members who could appear at the fecond 
meeting, before Mr. Burke had qualified himfelf, was reduced 
to twelve ; but as it was notorious that Mr. Burke had beea 
eleded without oppofition, for the parifli of St. Ann, Sandy- 
Point, and as it was (/) conceived, that the only requifite for 
enabling a newly-eteded member to take his feat in the AC* 
fembly, was his taking the oaths prescribed, and fubferibing 
the declaration before your Excellency, or the commander in 
chief upon the ifland in Council; Mr. Burke was advifed to 
demand an audience of your Excellency in Council, and be 
permitted to qualify himfelf according to cuftom, for taking 
his feat in the Aflembly as a reprefentative for that parifh." 

Mr. Burke having accordingly thus qualified himfelf before 
your Excellency, he with the twelve members, mentioned in 
the remonftrance, being united, formed a (m) legal number 
for conftituting a houfe, [n) (examples of which in fimilar 
cafes are not wanting upon our journals) and they proceeded 
to bufinefs, the firft ad of which was, to fend up to your Ex- 
cellency for the writ and return for St. Ann, Sandy-Point, 

{I) It is a pity but they had informed us by whom this 
happy thought was conceived, or who brought it forth ; for 
there being only twelve legal members, there could have keen 
no Speaker ; and, without one, they could neither hear, 
fpeak, or aft in a political fenfe. But let us fuppofe (as. j 
they would infinuate) that no other qualification was necef- ' 
fary than the taking the oaths before the general in council, 
furely, common fenfe required a proof of his having donq. 
tbat 9 before he was admitted to ad as a member. But thefe 
gentlemen fuffered him to' ad, upon his only telling them that 
he had taken the oaths ; for it does not appear that they 
made any further enquiry into the matter, which was the 
more extraordinary, as this Burke was always looked upon 
(and is now by many people believed to be) a Roman Ca- 
tholic. For a more particular account of this introdudion 
of Burke, vide Political Regifter for laft month. 

(m) One would imagine from this, that they were qf opi- 
nion, fo they had a legal number it was not very material' 
wheiher it was compofed of legal members or no. For, having 
obtained a legal number, they proceeded to bufinefs, and fent 
for the writ, which proved Bvr&e's eledion, who had, before 
that proof was received, acted, as a member. 

(n) Why did they not produce one example, if they had fo 
many on their journals ? 

and 
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*nfl which being lent down, and the truth and legality of bis 
eledion afcertained, the ufual oaths were then adminiftered 
tt> him by Mr. Speaker, in compliance with a cuftom, of 
which, however, we do not fee the propriety, nor can we 
find it to be efiential, from any law, your Excellency's corn- 
mi flion, or inftru&ions. 

This, Sir, is a faithful and iuft narrative of thofe pro- 
ceedings which, by the remonltrants, have been fo much 
aggravated and mifreprefented. But it is with a readinefe 
and fatisfa&ion, peculiar to the confcioufnefs of having aded 
up to thofe principles which lead to the publick welfare, that 
. we fubmit the whole of our conduit therein to the candid 
judgment of your Excellency and our conftituents. 

J ^j£2i£r h j° hn fahy ' *■*■■ 

To the Honourable Craiftu Greathead, Chief Juftice of the 
Courts of King's Bench and Common Pleas for the ifland 
of St. Chriftopher, 

S I R, 

IN obedience to an order of the Houfe of Affembly, paiTed 
on the 30th ult. I am to make known to your Honour, 
that the Houfe have been informed that William Wharton, 
Jofeph King, Aretas Akers, Chriftopher Mardenbrough, fen. 
William Feuilleteau, and Henry Seaton, Efqrs. have feve- 
rally brought a£tions of trefpafs and aflault, and falfe impri- 
fonment, in his Majefty's Court of King's Bench and Com- 
mon Pleas for that ifland, againft the Serjeant at Arms at- 
tending the Houfe, and the Deputy Provoft Marfhal of this 
ifland, for having obeyed two warrants of Mr. Speaker (0}, 
iffued by order of the Houfe on the 29th day of Odober and 
the 4th of November laft; the firft of which hath been judi- 
cially brought before you, and by you determined with the 
greateft attention to the rights and privileges of the Houfe ; 
and I am farther to fignify to you, that the Houfe deftre and 
expect that your Honour and your brethren, the afliftant 
Juftices, will pay that refpeft to their proceedings and deter- 
minations which courts of law in this ifland have ever fhewn 
to affemblies, (and to which they are effentially and confti- 
tutionally intitled) and that you will order all the faid ac_ 

(0) One would imagine that the writer, of this and the 
Speaker were twaperfons j for he fays the actions were brought 
for their having obeyed two warranU iffued by Mr , Speaker. 
Vol. VII. Ddd tions 
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tiont to be immediately difcontinued, vrith.cofts to be paidt<*. 
the Serjeant at Arms and Deputy Provoft Marfhal. 

As a friend to the prosperity of this country, I cannot help 
defirmg to convey to your Honour, fome thoughts on the 
many evils that muft be attendant on the frequent outrageous 
attacks that have been made on the authority and juftice of 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives, by men who have lately ftarted 
up among u£, and of the abfoliite neceffity there is of putting 
anendtothefe practices by a rigorous exertion in the parlia- 
mentary way. But as this, Sir, would be liable to the con- 
duction of advice, which, in me, would be the hlgheft pre- 
emption to offer; I (hall, therefore, decline it, and content 
znyfelf with having communicated the order of the Houfe, 
with this one obfervation, that when it comes to be publickly 
known that no encouragcrtient Will be given by his Majefty's 
Judges of the Law fractions of Aich extraordinary, unprece- 
dented, and unconftitutional a nature, as thofe complained 
of by the Houfe, the eyes of the deluded inhabitants of 
this once tranquil ifland will be opened; the Telfi(h and 
mercenary fchemes of thofe who have abetted them expofed 
to publick view, and the publtck tranquility, in fome mea- 
fure, reftored (/>). I am> with the higheft refpedk for your 

(/>) Suppofing the Aflembly to have a right to di&ate to the 
courts of juftice, this letter was not, in my opinion, a Ef- 
ficient authority for the Judges to have difcontinued the ac- 
tions. It appears to be written by John ¥ahy y but it is not 
figned as Speaker ; on the contrary, as I hav4 before obferved, 
it feems as if the writer and the Speaker were two perfons. It 
is not dated in St. Chriftopher, therefore, for any thing that 
appeared, it might have been wrote in any of the neighbour- 
ing iflands. John Fahy writing a parcel of nonfenfe to the 
Chief Judge was not acquainting him with the order of the 
Aflembly. The refolution fhould have been copied from the 
minutes, and^gwiby the Clerk of the Aflembly, and then 
fent to the Judge. The order, he fays, was pafled on the 
30th of March, and the letter is dated on the 6th of April, 
confequently could not have been written in the houfe, there* 
fore it ought not, certainly, to have been confidered as the 
a£t of the houfe ; for, not having heard it read before it was 
fcnt, they cannot properly be faid to have affented to it. Un- 
der all thefe circumftances, I think the Court inexcufable for 
having difcontinued thefe adions upon the receipt of this 
letter, even fuppo&ng the Aflembly had a right to fend them 
fuch an order, 
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Honour's perfon and charadter, as well at thofe of youf 
brethren, Sir,. 

' Your moft obedient ferrant, 

6tb April 1770, % J[QHN FAJJY. 



Refolved^ Nm. Can. That, according to the law and ufage 
of Aflemblies, this Houfe have» an Undoubted authority 
to commit any perfon for a contempt to the Houfe, oa 
any breach of the privileges thereof/ to any publick pri* 
fon in this ifland. 

Rejohedy Nenu Con. That the Houfe are fupreme judges of 

their own rights and privileges, and of what is a breach 

thereof; and that their orders or determinations thereod 

are not examinable or controulable by any other court or 

> judicature whatever (j). 

gefolvedj Nm. Con. That no perfon committed by order of 

' the Houfe, can be difcharged or bailed by virtue of any 

writ of habeas corpus, or of any other order or warrant 

than of the Houfe, during the continuance of that Af- 

fembly whereirufuch commitment was mkde (r). 

($) This is denying the power, as well as the authority, 
of the Court of the King in Council. 

(r) By this refolution they affume a power never exercifed 
or claimed by the two Houfes of Parliament ; for every per- 
fon committed by them is liberated of courfe as ftfon as the 
parliament is prorogued. But thefe men, who cannot pro- 
ted their own perfons from imprifonment, can keep that of 
their fellow-fubjeQ: in prifon, though they fhould be pro- 
rogued twenty times"; for they do not fay, during tint fitting* 
but during the continuance > of that Aflembly wherein fuch 
commitment was made. Therefore a prorogation does not 
operate on their privileges as it does on thofe of the two Horifes 
of the Britijh Parliament. Such is the wretched ftate into 
which our fellow- fubjefts of that colony have been reduced, 
by the adminiftration of a weak General, and the ignorant, 
unjuft determination of a let of Judges who are a disgrace to 
the Bench on which they fit. But a petition, I am informed, 
was fome months ago preferred to His 1 Moft Excellent Ma- 
jefty in Council, by the imprifoned members, ftating all thefe 
grievances, which will, no doubt, be properly attended to, 
and the evils complained of redreffed by that Court, with the 
ftri&eft regard to juftice. - 




ADVERTISEMENT. 

THfe proprietors of The POLITICAL REGISTER 
with gratitude acknowledge the great encouragement 
they have met with from the public ; and being determined 
to fpare no pains to preferve the good efteem of their patrons, 
they have come to a refolution, in cafe of a war, to keep an 
accurate journal of every interefting event relative thereto ; 
and they have likewife determined to extend the plan of this 
work, by inferting in it — befides a greater variety of valuable 
original effays, than are to be found in any other monthly 
publication, the fubftance of every debate on grand political 
points, and the arguments on both fides of the queftion, 
with the utmoft candour and impartiality. 

The field of politics becoming every day more fertile, and 
both the friends of adminiftration and their opponents having 
adopted the meafure of appealing to the public through the 
channel of the news-papers, we (hall carefully feleS and 
preferve in future, all letters and eflays pro and con, which 
are univerfally admired and efteemed : without paying any 
partial regard to party divifions, all political contefts worth 
notice, fball be fairly ftated, and proper reflexions added, fo 
as to keep always in view, the grand point of aflerting and 
maintaining the glorious caufe of liberty, civil and reli- 
gious. By this means, we hope to merit the conftant appro- 
bation of our old friends, and to gain many new readers and 
correfpondents, as the courtier will find it to be his intereft 
as well as it is that of the patriot, to have by him for occa- 
sional reference, the only complete repofitory of all political 
events of moment, whether foreign or domeftic, which will 
be accurately regiftered in this work, adapted folely to the 
purpofe of conveying to the gentleman and politician every 
neceflary information refpe&ing the affairs of the nation, and 
the public conduct of our politicians and ftatefmen, in and 
out of office. 

The greateft care will alfo be taken in forming a complete 
index to each volume, that every fubjeft may be referred to 
with facility, and the copper-plates will be always elegantly 
engraved, from ingenious and lively defigns, applicable to 
political tranfadtions. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TH E proprietors of The POLITICAL REGISTER, with gratitude ac- 
knowledge the great encouragement they have met with from the pub- 
lic; and being determined to fpare no pains to preferve the good efteem of 
their patrons, they have come to a refolution, in cafe of a war, to keep aa 
accurate journal of every interefting event relative, thereto; and they havp 
likewife determined to extend the plan of this work, by inferring in it — be- 
fides a greater variety of valuable original effays, than are to be found in 
any other monthly publication, the fubftance of every debate on grand poli- 
tical points, and the arguments on both fides of the queftion, with the ut- 
noft candour and impartiality. 

The field of politics becoming every day more fertile, and both the friend* 
of ad miniii ration and their opponents having adopted the meafure of appeal 
ing to the public through the channel of the news-papers, we {hall carefully 
felecl and preferve in future, all letters and effays pro and con, which are 
univerfally admired . and efleemed : without paying any partial regard 
to party divifions, all political contefls worth notice, fhall be fairly dated, 
and proper reflections added, fo as to keep always in view, the grand point 
of averting and maintaining the glorious caufe of liberty, civil and reli- 
gious. By this means, we hope to merit the con ft ant approbation of our old 
friends, and to gain new readers and correfpondents, as the courtier will 
find it to be his intereft as well as it is that of the patriot to have by him 
for occafional reference, the only complete repofitory of all political events of 
moment, whether foreign or domeftic, which will be accurately regiftered in 
this work, adapted folely to the purpofe of conveying to the gentleman and 
politician every neceffary information refpe&ing the affairs of the nation, and 
the public conduit of our politicians and ftatefmen, in and out of office. . 

The greateit care will alfo be taken in forming a complete Index to each 
Volume, that every fubjett may be referred to with facility, and the copper- 
plates will be always elegantly engraved, from ingenious and liycly defigns, 
applicable to political tranfactions. 
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IN conformity to the plan propofed in the foregoing adverttfemeift, we have 
taken great pains to collate and revife the feveral entertaining and inftruc- 
tive fpeeches made in the courfe of the debate on that very in telling fubjcft, 
" the official power of the A *— y G— ■ * ■ t l." The number and length 
of thefe fpeeches, rendering it impracticable to infert them in our Regifter 
for the next month, without omitting fome original pieces at the hazard of 
difobliging refpe&able correfpondents* it was thought expedient to print 
them together in a Supplement, with the Index, and Catalogue of Books 
published iince the firft of July lad: by this means, the whole proceedings 
on this interefting point 4r6 included. in the prefent volume, the order of 
time is likewife obferved, the debate happening fd lately as the end of lad 
month; on thefe confiderations we flatter ourfelves the additional trifling 
charge of Six-pence to the purchafers of this volume will be generally ap- 
proved of, efpecially as we have made it a rule never to publjfh a Supple- 
ment, except a* redundancy of very important pieces of a temporary nature 
rendered it, as in the prefent cafe, indilpenfably neceffary. 

, ~"~. ■ i .— : — » ■■ " ' ■. ■ i t *m 

The Speeches made in a great Affembly on the zjth of November, 
in ednfeqtifnee of a motion for leave to bring in a Bill to amend 

the AH *f William III. which empowers the A jr-6 / to 

file official Informations* 

Con-' * kb Ph-t-ps, ' Efo <wbt> made the motion , Jpoktjirft* 

sik, 

NOfJE can denv that a general cry has gone abroad againft the exercrie 
^ of the power lodged in the hands of the A— y G — — 1 to file offi- 
cial informations. The ifland, from One extremity to the other rings with 
outcries for its extirpation. And no wonder, for it is but a confm-german 
of the Scar-chamber.. Its very nature and conftitution is arbitrary, and in- 
compatible with the fpirit of a free government. The A — — y G— — -Ts 
an officer removeable at pleafure. As a mini Iter's breath creates, fo a mini- 
iter's breath annihilates him. A rnere drudge of the day, he is toflfed, buf- 
feted, and kicked about bv the miniftry, Hke a fhuttlecflck Or foot -ball. 
They give ihe magical word, and prefto pafs* ; he flies upon their errand 
with the dexterity and legerdemain of a juggler's Cups and balls. When 
they have framped any meafure with their almighty fiat, he muft ntot&y nay. 
His negative would be impiety. They would immediately hurl hifji down 
from hi* airy height, Iijce a fallen angel. Farewel to all hofies of three 
thoufand a year in penfibn ; Farewel to the office of Chief Juftite in Eyre. 
Adieu to the King's- bench ; adieu to the Chancellorship. Can «w4 expe& 
from men, agitated by fuch hopes and fuch fears, that unbiafled integrity, that 
ftubborn, that unlhaken virtue, which could alone do juftice to the public in 
fo flippery a fituation ? Experience forbids us to entertain fuch extravagant 
hotions of human perfection. The gentlemen of the long fbbe^ deRituteof 
paffions and other failings as they are, will hot pretend to fuchliigfe drains 
of fariftity. Jf they fhould, I fear the public Will not give them much "credit 
Men will ever be fufpicious of thofe whom they fee ^tftthig their fellow- 
fubjedts to enormous expences, without giving them the leafl^haft*e of ■• 
voiding h by a previous exculpation. The A— -y G— — i; of hh own 
mere motion, or by the mandate of a fecretary of ftate, 1 chriftfcfas'tey pi- 
per by what name he pleafes. He calls it an infamous, a feditious, or trea- 
ibriable libel. After this arbitrary conduction, this difcrefiona>y rrt&fee, he 
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lies an information, and commence* a profecution,. withpnjt heating yy 
evidence, without examining a fingle witnefs, without receiving any otjer 
affidavit, without making the leajf previous enquiry. Can any thing favour 
mqre of tyranny and flefpotiSin /" If the culprit Should; in thp courfe of 
the trial, be able to juftify hts $pndu#. or if the A— — y, defpairing of fuc- 
xeSs, Should enter a 190// fpojefui % yet he may be ruined by the expence. So 
that any perfon obnoxipus to a niiiufler or A— — y G-»— -1, or to a minifler 
pr A— m-y G-?f— 1'* pimp OJE footman, may, by this procefs, be unjuftly 
oppr.efled. 

This picture I 4p notjncan to. apply to the prefent times, becaufe I do not 
complain of them. They may be b^d; 'there may be malverfation, there 
.may be oppreition. But as they h^ve not reached me through any authentic 
.channel, I, do not intend po. lay the.leaft.Slrefs upon vague report and uncer- 
tain hearfay* X yu\(h to have itunderilppd that I reft my prefent motion qnits 
own internal merit and re&itude, unaided by any collateral fupport from any 
fpirit of reSentment or redrefs, . which might arife from a view of tlje actual 
ftate pf {he office in queftiqn. Thofe who have lately occupied that poft, 
may, for aught I know, have fyeen pure and immaculate. I have not the 
mod dift^nt view of censuring their conduct. Nor is it my defign to treat 
the office as illegal. I will allow that it has the fandtion of the common 
law, and of antiquity. But, while I make this conceffion to the fages of 
the long robe, I mud deny that it is con fti rational'; becaufe, in a free go- 
vernment nothing de&rves that nanie if it be contrary to its geniu* and fpirit. 
Its being a part of the common law is no argument in its avo nr, Since the 
common as well as the dative law may err, both being but the work of fal- 
lible men. Now this power is evidently contrary to the fpirit of the con- 
ititution, becaufe it is contrary to the fpirit of liberty, which admits not of 
arbitrary difcretion in thedifopfal pf mens perfpns or propertied. * Yet this 
is the cafe in the firft Slage ox the prpcefs inftituted by the A— — y G— »-41. 
He is abfolme mailer of the peifpns and properties of the moft innocent 
mania the kingdom. He may file an information againft him, he may get 
him apprehended, he may ruin him with colts, (jan any iriftitution be more 
diametrically oppofite to the whple fvftem of our jurifprudence? Have we 
every where elte erected mounds and bulwarks againft the encroachments of 
tyranny, with no other defign but to leave here a free opening for the in- 
road* of the manlier ? But what pecafion, you will fay, is there for flopping 
up the .gap in fuch blefled times as (hefe, in this golden reign, when law and 
juftice have kiSTed each other / Your objection is the very reafon that .urges 
me to ftrike the iron while it is hot, and to place fuch a precious pofleffion as 
liberty beyond the reach of danger. It is not every day that we can expect 
fuch a wife and patriotic miniftry as the prefent. Let us improve the oppor- 
tunity, and provide againft future and pqflible mifchief. Every one knows 
that m paft times the power in queftion was greatly abufed. So many in- 
stances of this truth are upon record that it would be tedious, and even nau- 
feous 40 enumerate all. X will mention two or three which have happened 
Since, the reign of Edward III ; for though I have made the mod diligent en- 
quiry, I have not been able to, find any earlier than, that period ; a circum- 
stance which Seems to give but little countenance to, the antiquity of this 
power. The firft inftance is that of a poor bookSeller, who was in a ttate of 
infancy, and yet,was fined a^huntfred pounds for fomething called a libel, 
published by his Servant without his privity or con fen t. The fecond is 
that of a# A— r-y G — — 1 called to the bar of this houfe for an improper 
exerciie pf his authority. He pleaded, very properly, as an excufe, that 
he received the information literally as it flood, from the fecretary of (late, 
: j»nd that h* fted only as a paffive inftrument in the execution of his office, 
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. It would "be Idle to produce the many 4 exaniples which occur in the reigns 
of the Stuarts ; they are too numerous and too well known to befpecified. 

• £et us come nearer to our own age. I haveMn my pocket* the affidavit of 
a man/ who declares that he was fick ih : bed, when his fervants inferted 
in bis newfpaper, the obnoxious words for which he was profecuted and im- 

prifoned by the contrivance of an A y G -I. What more is requisite 

to induce us to cut off this rotten limb of the conftitution f If men hare been 
bad (and that they have, experience cries* aloud) they may be bad again. 
Unlimited power is not to be trufled in any hands ; it will debauch the moft 
generous nature, and involve its own deftroftior. in the general ruin. This 
truth, as well as the reafonablenefs of the motion,' appears fo evident to me, 
that I cannot doubt of the general concurrence of all honeft and conscienti- 
ous men. That they may be fully mailers of the fubjeft, I beg that you 
will defire the clerk to read the ad of William III. which is the baits* of the 
motion. 

N# B. We beg pardon of the gallant, fenfible and candid mover of this 
queftion, for not inferting the many in (lances of the abufe of this power, 
w,hich he produced from various reigns. They would have fwelled the fpeech 
to too large a fize, without adding much ftrength to the general argument. 

The Speech of W-— re E— s, in Oppofetion to the Mqfion. 

YliOOK upon our political conftitution, and upon the human body, as 
1 fame what akin. If" you tamper too freely with either, yon endanger its 
health.- Experience teaches us, that the human frame is gradually impaired 
and wafted by the frequent ufe of medicines, and a too anxious care of life. 
Jt has no greater enemies than the laboratory and the chemift's fhop. What 
quacks, apothecaries, and young practitioners are to the body ; innovators, 
meddlers, and youthful patriots, are to the conftitution. Pills, bolofes, and 
electuaries, prove not more injurious to the one, than motions, bills, and 
xefolutions of amendment do to the other. A certain latitude Of regimen 
is neceflary for both, and if you leave nothing to chance, and to their own I 
natural ftrength, you will fpoil them by your exceffive refinement. A fpe- i 
culacive politician, frefh from the fchools, differs widely from the practical | 
ftatefman, whom experience has rendered fage. The former, carried away i 
with every wind of new doctrine, fancies that he fees improvements in fha- 
dows and chimeras, and witharafh, untutored hand, overturns the venerable 
eftaklifhments, of antiquity in order to make room for his own inventions. 
The latter, fenfible of the great reverence which men entertain for the monu- 
ments of their anceftors, will be cautious of offering them any violence, left 
he fhould be fufpecTed of impiety, and expofe his country to thofe convoifions 
which fo frequently attend innovations. It is not every well meaning man 
that is fit to undertake fuch a work. Mankind are fo wedded to 'ancient 
practices, that any alteration in an efTential point requires great delicacy. 
Some think that no juncture is proper for fuch an operation, but a time of 
public diforder and confufion, when every thing is unhinged and loofened 
from its natural holdings. I am inclined to their opinion. At lead I can- 
not think this the proper moment for fuch a change in the conftitution. 

The honourable member allows the Attorney-General's power of filing 
official informations to have the fanction of antiquity. Why then ftould it 
now be abolifhed? Is it becaufe there is no further occafiondbr the office? 
Is it becaufe we are now become perfectly righteous, perfecV enemies to al! 
calumny, to all fcandal and abufe?' Is it becaufe no more libels, no more 
lampoons are publifhed, and becaufe our political writers are religious ob- 
servers of decency, candour, and truth? No.. I believe (he mover? ©f this 
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queftion will not be hardy enough to hold this language. He muft, witk 
the moderate of all parties, confers, that this power, if ever neceffarjv is pe- 
culiarly indifpenfable ac this juncture. For when did ever an envomed 
fcurriiity rage with fuch lawlels fury ? When was every thing venerable and 
facred ever treated with fuch indignity ? When did Majefty, when did the 
Senate, ever fuftain fuch rude, fuch ruffian attacks ? Nothing now is fecure 
from the virulence of theprefs. Its black gall overflows, and poifons the fair- 
eft flowers in the nation. Youth is not fafe in its innocence, nor beauty in 
its defenoelefs condition. Dignity and ftation are vilified and traduced. It 
has become a kind of reproach to be great and noble. The grey hairs 
of the moft experienced, the moft approved counfellor, are ridiculed: 
his wifdom and gravity are but dotage and foolifhnefs. Gallantry and 
heroifm no longer fix a foldier's character. It iignifies nothing to have 
planned, to have fought, to have conquered. You muft be of a par- 
ticular faction to be lauded by the imps of the prefs. You muft be- 
long to the Bill of Rights, to the club at Appleby's, or at the Prince of 
Orange, to have the voice of the people, which is the voice of God. There 
is no falvation for any man who i* not of that feet, who is beyond the pake 
of that church. He is interdicted, excommunicated, and damned. ' No tire, 
no water for him. He becomes anatbtma maranatha, throughout the land. 

This is no overcharged picture., no caricatura, no monftrous reprefenta- 
tion. The whole is drawn and coloured by the pencil of truth* When this 
concef&on muft be extorted from the moft inveterate prejudice, can any pri- 
de^ t, any candid, and h on eft man advife tfyis affembly to annul, or even a- 
bridge that authority, which is the chief, if not the only effectual check, that 
the conftitotion has provided againft this dangerous abufe ? No. It is im- 
poffible. We cannot be too well armed, .we cannot have too many guards 
againft thefe fecret aflaffins, that indiscriminately ftab in the dark, and go 
about feeking whom they may devour. I fay devour. For what are they but 
cannibals, that make a hungry meal of mangled characters and murdered 
reputations ) They live upon you, they live upon me, they live upon every 
man, whom their malignity can traduce. Ought not every man then, who 
bas any reputation to fave* to join in crufhing them, and inftead of remov- 
ing any of our prefent defences, to add new bulwarks againft this invafion ? 

indeed, if it had been fhewn, that any unwarrantable ufe had been lately 
made of the authority in queftion, there would have been fome ground for 
this motion. But I do not find this to be the cafe. The honourable mover 
bas made no fuch charge, and from his feeming averfenefs to that difcuffion, 
would lead me to conclude, that no malverfation of this nature exifts. Why 
then fhould we, when not urged by the fpur of neceflity, make fuch a material 
change in our ancient cohftitution? The monarchy has now fub filled for 
many ages, and grown up to this magnitude, with this power interwoven 
with the fyftem of its laws. Had it been any unnatural excrefcence or wen, 
it would have been long ago cut off. Let us then be contented with the 
fcheme of government erected by our wife anceftors, and deliver it unaltered 
to our pofterity. ' . ~ 

To fay, that becaufe this power has been abufed, it may be abufed again, 
is nolufficient ground for innovation. For where is the inftitution, however 
good and laudable, that has not been abufed ? Juries, the corner ft one of 
our conftitution, have abufed their authority. The liberty of the prefs, another 
palladium ofcqur rights, has been abufed. Why then does not the honorable 
gentleman move for the abolition of juries, and the extinction of the liber- 
ty of the prefs ? He may do it with equal propriety. The fame argument 
will fcrve his purpofe. Accordingly if he carries his point to day, 1 expeft 
that he will purfue this plan. Nay, I expect that he will move for a bjll 
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THOU G H I am far from thinking,^ that we pughl neve* t0<J*afcr : *» 
akeaatioA in the eonfntutooa, but wKen ^ aie. preffed jiy ^e four of 
neceffity r yat I cannot help frying, that fuch ftrftflp is mueji ,tnAtftj$t|an*l, 
whenwje.bavc nteeifity for anadawonaljinotive., f ant therjC%e fruprited 
that fta*< honourable propofer of this .quefticm,, did not take this ,3* th§ origi- 
*»l gnouad, as the Archimedean prop, en which he migMrsft tfcn/e nighty 
power*, that wnnkl be necefiwry to move fo enormous a. weight a* l^wi- 
niftry. iHad he traced. out any late malvcrfetion, Vlnar, in $h'o A?— y 
G«*.i» 4 fr act sal cxercifie o£ this power, or in tie conducl; pf th« w*«t« of 
juttiee, after any affair had been- laid before them by that oftcer, he would 
have gh*n/the houfe a very cogent rea/on far^adoptiag, hi* propoiitiw- I 
4t» not (ay .that there are aay mifdemeanpr s ifl .his depatfment. J feav£ bo 
autbeiUsc ititolligenoc, upon.whmbiiaa g^iH^ajft.nsaufatipn, Nor is '# my 
-denre to fee thet thing proved, JWy-prayerj* i» fee;tta contrary <fcnu>nftra.tcd. 
J betoagroyfelf to the piofe^n, a^thereftlw.cotfW wifli it free from every 
appearance of fpot or btemiih. The admiaiftratitn (Of jaftifle, {houldj like 
CaVar?» wife, be clear of all colour of fufpicioo ; it:foQuid # bc^4#2f, inflpurc 
m$ tin- kUU> that' hangi*p§i%Dian\ ttmpk* 

Now will any man tell me, that thii is the cafe of the p*efent jundtarc i Aie 
there np. fufpicions^no whifpers, ,no rumours of mal-admipijtration ia cur 
vcom t$ of juitice ? Ia it the general belief that every thing j» found and untainted 
on |he benches. at Weftmiafter ? I proteft I do aot know, that thefe charges 
have, aay juft foundation ; bat. if they, have, I aai f«re the criminals ought 
to bepqnifbed. At any rate, the, rumors,* whether true or falfe,. ftpftid pro- 
voke us- to an enquiry, that the public may be fati&J&ed either by the ac- 
quittal of condemnation of the culprits. For ia fuch an efientiai. point, fi& 
doubts and jeaJoufics of .the people are not to be neglefted* Thp confe- 

Saencesmay bet terrible. Recoiled the hiftory of Richard the Second, ,and 
read the fury, of the populace. The* articles of impeachment, I nieaa in 
conversation, news- papers, and pampMets, for at present I have no better 
authority to quote, in thefe, I fay, the articles of impeachnient are. neither 
light nor trivial. They are fundamental points, which touch the very e/fence 
ofourconftitutiofl, and which as they Hand or fall, involve the rife or fall 
of our liberties. Do you want them fpecified ? As far as my memory .will 
ferve, I tm ready to gratify your curiofity, or rarher once more to ring in your 
oars the ftime peal, with which they have been fo frequently deafened. 

I have heard then and read, that juries have been vilified from, the bench, 
and represented as an inftitution not to. be trailed. Is this the paftofa 
judge that would be deemed friendly to liberty, or that would acquire the 
confidence of the public, ; it is not that I would prefent it as a criminal ad 
in any perfon to give his opinion of aay part of our political eftakUtbutfot. 
All 1 mean is to mark the genius of the man, and to Ihew bow k w^ak or 
wicked he muft have been to calumniate in fuch a place, the. nofejejk. palla- 
dium of liberty and property, that the wit of man has been yet aM* to ia- 
vent. 

J have heard and read, that a jury was taught in a foleinn wi deliberate 
manner by a judge, to pay no refpeft to the quality or fortune of the plantiff, 
in afoiung damages, but to aonftder (fee affair only in a moral light a* a trial 

between 
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between A and B, aid to fhake no greater reparltioh to At iftk -k*& ki At 
lanoV than to the lbweft metAahkv Is this found doaifrwe? I kteKe** OH*. 
However well it may do in a theocracy, or before that judge ^kfrls tft>4*f» 
peeler of pei'fons, it will not anfwer in human foriety. While sian is ftiato* 
there ntoft be a dflltoftion of perfons. Even arbitrary governments cafenof 
fubfift without it. The maxim, therefore, being founded on an equality 
among the ckrcens, which dors not extil, cannot be defended oft th* prin- 
ciples 6f law or reafon. t 
•I have heard and read, that a judge rejefted a juryman, without any cftU* 
ieage from the parties, who alone enjoy that right by law. If this be &ft, cm 
there be a greater enormity, a more crying fin, in a guardian of our con ton* 
tion ? F6r ray own part, I cannot conceive an a&, that would more* Yithlf 
defcnre impeachment, fo* it is a bare-faced, palpable packing, of a jury, 
and packing of the worft kind, as it is the work of the perfon, whofe peculiar 
bufinefs it is, to prevent all fuch iniquitous practices. 

But this is. not all. I have heard and read that a judge has on all occafions, 
made it a maxim to inform the jury that they were only judges of the fti&* 
not of the law ; and that it did not belong to them to judge of the tntygtikf 
or innbeence of the culprit's intentions. I know not what you may think 
of thefe tenets ; to me they appear as abfurd and monftrous as any that ■eVer 
I heard. • For if the jurors do not judge of the malignity or JimoOence of 
intention, I fhould be glad to know of what they judge. Can any of yo* 
tell me? Of the fad? The fad, independant of the in ten don is neitheV 
blameable nor praifeworthy, as appears evidently from the cafe of man Daugh- 
ter, in which if the fad only were to be confidered, the jury mutf bring in the 
defendant guilty. Since the jury is here to take the intention into the ac- 
count, why fhould they not follow the fame rule in other cafes ? I believe tnfe 
keenefl cafuift, or fplitter of cafes, in Weitminfter-hall, will be gravelled rb 
tell me ; and I will be bold enough to fay that the jury, that acquits or con- 
demns without regarding the intention, acquits or condemns without any 
grounds at all. I am not fond of appearing pofttire, or dogmatical ; but this 
is fo plain, fo conftitutional a point* that f am really aftonifhed to find it 
controverted. Controverted, however, it feems to. have been ; and the moft 
melancholy conferences haveenfued. A jury has, I am told, been led by 
this refinement, and the management of a judge 1 , to find a bookfellerguil$r 
for the ad of his fervant; nay, for an acl which was not. proved upon his fef- 
vant. A pamphlet or magazine, fold by an unknown perfon in his (hop, is 
deemed prima facit, or intuitive evidence againft him, and he is accordingly 
condemned by the jury. Not that 1 rejeel prima facie evidence as infufficientf. 
It may perhaps be in fom£ cafes quite conclufive. But that can only happen 
where there is like wife prima facie evidence for the malignity of the inten- 
tion. Here there was no fuch fymptom of criminality* On the contrary, 
many extenuating circum (lances' concurred to exculpate the culprit. Yet 
thefe' quirks prevailed, and milled his judges. 

Need I fay any more to roufe you to this enquiry ? You fee that I Ao n3t 
enter fo deeply into the fubjeft as I obvioufly might have done. Enough, 
and more than enough, has been already advanced to waken you to a fenfe 
of your duty. If you do not follow the fcent upon which you are now led, I 
fear you will be deemed but unfaithful guardians of the flock intruded to 
your care. Think not that I mean to upbraid you. No, my fole intention 
is to provoke you, who are the grand inqueft of the nation, toehter Into 
a difcuffion of this important affair. I feel in my own mind a ftrong con- 
vi&ioh of the ncceffity of this ftep. Never did I fpeak more from my Tieart, 
and Jefs from pi^ue or prejudice. I conjure you, therefore, as you tender 
your own honour and dignity, as you value our laws and liberties, as 

you 
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yon feck tie intered and edeem of your condituents, to undertake this im- 
portant task without delay. If the fcrutiny ihould tarn out to the advan- 
tage of the fufpected, I will rejoice. But at prefent, neither fear, nor favour, 
Aor affection, ihould retard our operations. Whatever we may owe to great 
talents or exalted Nations, we owe more to judice and to the public. 

Mr. De G-— y, A» ■ » «y G— -J, in defence of bis cwk Condufi. 
SIR, 

ID O not rife fo much to oppofe this motion as to juftiry my own conduct. 
For that part of the A y G -l's office, which is now the fubject of 

debate, is never attended with much credit or Satisfaction to the poffeffor. 
However cautious or tender he may be of giving offence, the people will 
generally lay to his charge a great portion of every ungracious act that Go- 
vernment may be obliged to exert in fupport of its own authority. I am 
not confeious to myfelf of any indirect or unjuftifiable practice. I have 
exerted my bell abilities in doing juilice between the crown and the fub- 
ject. I have neither drained nor relaxed my power. In very ttcklifh times 
I have at lead endeavoured to fleer my little bark clear of all obloquy. I 
dare not, however, flatter myfelf that I have been fuccefsful. The jealoufies 
of the people, with regard to this point, are, I fear, incurable. They will 
always fufpect the active perfon. Since then I do not profefs an in tire in- 
difference for the good opinion of my country, fince I would at lead be 
free from actual reproach, you may eafily conceive that the abridgement of 
my power in this refpect would give me no great concern. It is not that I 
deem this power unconditional, or detrimental to the date. Unconflito- 
tional it cannot be, fince it makes a part of the common law, which is as- 
ancient as the monarchy, and forms the bails and groundwork of our liber- 
ties. It has like wife the fanction of the datute law, as appears from the aft 
which has been now read. All this is acknowledged by the Honourable 
mover of the queftion. I am furprifed, therefore, that he ihould undertake 
to unhinge the wifdom of ages, 'and to fubditute his own imaginations for 
the folid and long tried constitutions of our ancedors. I do not find that he 
infinuates the exidence of any abufes at the prefent juncture; an argument, 
in my opinion, of no little weight againd any fudden and precipitate inno- 
vation. If there had been any real neceffity for a reformation, I think the 
propofal would have come with more grace and authority from thofe mem- 
bers, whofe profeffion and fituation give them the bed opportunity ofknow- 
ing the real date of the cafe. I have feveral Gentlemen in my eye, who, 
I doubt not, would have taken this dep, if they had difcovered any real 
malverfation, or feen advantage in altering this part of the conftitution. 
Does not this circumdance throw a damp upon the motion ? Yes, certainly, 
and it is no fmall obdacle in the way of its fuccefs that I have this moment 
profecutions in my hands undertaken at the requedof this houfe. Will you 
deprive yourfelves, as well as the Crown, of this engine i I hardly imagine 
that ycu will think that meafure advifeable. How then will you proceed? 
It is not for me to direct you ; but I fprefee that you will be embarnuTed. 
It is alledged, that an A — >-y G \ r who was accufed of an undue exer- 
tion of his authority, made a very proper defence by faying, that he ailed 
only as the mere indrument of a Secretary of State. But I aver this- to be no 

legal, noconflitutionaljudification. The A y G— — 1, like every other 

crown officer, is refponfible for his conduct, and if he acts contrary to law» 
he. is amenable tojudice. • ' 

In cafes of official information he reprefents the grand jury, and whatever 
profecution he undertakes, he undertakes it at his peril. He is not there- 
fore 
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fore that terrible monfter he is reprefented. He cannot trample upon the 
confutation, nor fet his foot upon the neck of our liberty. He can devour* 
neither the law nor the prefs. Even libels dare look him in the face. [ 
have had fome little experience in this affair; and to (hew you how harm- 
lefs all his formidable powers are, I declare folemnly, that I have Hardly 
been able to bring a /ingle offender to juftice. How then can. any candid 
man fuggeft, that the A f ' y-G Ps power is dangerous to liberty, dan- 
gerous to the prefs, dangerous to innocence ? t Why he cannot preferve the 
mo ft facred characters from the mod outrageous' abufe^nor procure them the 
lead compenfation, the lead fecurity for the future* But the honourable 
Gentleman has an affidavit in his pocket, wfiich proves, that by the contri- 
vance of an A— — y-G— — 1, a Printer has been profecuted and imprifoned 
for an article inferted in his News-paper, by a'fervant while he was fick in 
bed. It may be fo: fuch an affidavit has been made. But it reached the 
A — y -G~— -1 at too late a period. Had 'it. been fomewhat more early, I 
will not fay that it Would not have qualhed the proceedings. Nor will I now 
affirm that it will not produce a noli profequi. 

Let the affair end how it will, nothing fhall be done contrary to law and 
equity. , Thisx:afe fhall be managed with the fame reverence for the con ft i- 
tution that has directed the other trials. Thefe have, I confefs, been now 
called in queftion; but, in my opinion, to no purpofe, becaufe the point is 
not properly before the houfe. And, if it were, I do not apprehend that 
the accufed would find their caufe defperate. However much people may 
exclaim again ft prima facie evidence, the doctrine is neither novel nor abfurdj 
it has been maintained by men of found fehfe and extenfive knowledge 
of the law. Thofe who would make juries judges of the law as well as of 
the facl, wduld do well to confider, whether that tenet would not introduce . 
irremediable confufionin the law, and render judges ufelefs., 

The Reply of CON NE PH— PS. 

SIR, ' 

HAVI N G a high •pinion of the integrity and patriotifm of the gentle- 
men of the long robe, I waited with patience for this motion from them, 
knowing that they owed this act of juftice to their country, I -little imagined 
chat they would haver failed in fuch an effential duty. I could not. per- 
fuade myfelf that the general opinion of their backwardness to improve the 
conftitution was well founded, and that they were x more ready to fall down 
before the image whom Nebuchadnezzar had fee, up, than to defetve well of 
the public. Unwilling to fvvaliow any vulgar error, I determined with my- 
felf to entertain more liberal notions of the profeffion, and not to involve a * 
whole clafs of men in the fame indifcrjminate cenfure. Nor do I yet abjure 
thefe charitable fentimints. I have fome geptlemen in my eye, whofe pub- x 
lie virtue will not allow me to pafs fo hard a fentence. Yet I muft fay that 
I thought it time for my patience to be at an end, when that of the nation 
was worn out. For it is a fundamental maxim with me, that a-reprefentative 
ought to echo the voice of his conftituents. Indeed the cafe will be altered, 
if in the redrefs of every grievance a member is to look up for inftruftions 
to another member, who affumjes airs of/apience, and recondite erudition from 
a full-bottomed wig, I mould hs aftiamed to fit here as the reprefentative of 
a refpcdkable body of Enghftimen, if I were to learn my duty of another. It 
is not that I refufe to profit by another's greater knowledge or experience. 
Such arrogance is far from my thoughts. All I mean tainfinuate is, that in 
grand conftitutional points it is difgraceful for one nrember of this houfe to 
seed ibftru&iott from another. In alt thefe, we ought ail to be well grdund- 
tfou VII. Fff " «i 
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ed before we prefame to become candidates ; becaufe, without this know- 
ledge, we ihall be but fpuxious and nominal reprefentativcs, mere tools in 
the hmids.pt talkative knaves ,whgfe oily, tongues iuay fbpxh us into dif- 
gra^e. and ruin. Now, 1 ftould be glad' to,' knew what there is.abftrufe or 
dlijtcult in this aueftion, tbit it may jiox be Jully Comprehended by the pean- 
«it capacity ' i I ihould be glad to know why the cafuifts of Weftminfter- 
halJCho^ld pretend to be greater mailers of fuch.a plain, cafe than thofe who 
have neve* eaten commons at the Temple *. .1 hope, they will not aflat that 
tfcey aje the only men who underftand reafoning and argumentation. And I 
am. "fure there is but a fmall lhare of either requifite for difcerning the ne- 
cefluy of this motion. It is obvious to the fimplefl man in the kingdom ; 
and indeed the.whole kingdom not only fees but feels the neceflityof apply* 
|hg fome remedy to (6 great an evil. For who can be fo dull as not to per* 
£eive that no individual, much lefs an officer of the crown, ought to be in- 
dulged with any power uncircumfciibed by law ? For, though we ihouU iup- 
pofe him refponuble for his a&iqns, and amenable to juitice, .it is evident 
that, as he generally acTs under the authority, and by the confentand advice of 
the minifters, it will be no eafy matter to bring him to an account : at leaft, 
the injured parties will tjnd it beyond the reach of, their power or purfe. 
This hoafe is the only refource, the only check, that remains : and God 
knows, that in thefe cafes it is flow enough in its operations. In our day it 
is fo flowly, and fo feldom moved to an enquiry, that the remedy may* in 
moft circumftances, be well deemed none : So that the people have pro- 
perly no fecurity againft the abufe of the difcretionary power lodged in the 
hands of the A— — y-G — — 1. Can it then be deemed prefumption in any 
man, however young or inexperienced, te propofe the removal of fuch a 
great evil ? I cannot think it. Here knowledge and ability ane not fo ne- 
ceiary as honefty and integrity ; qualities in which I do not fee why I ihould 
yield to any limb of the law, however long he may have received fees for 
defending right and wrong. 



/poke next* 
SIR, 

AS I have been particularly concerned in the difcuffion of the queftion 
now agitated, I think myfelf bound in duty to the public, and to my 
own character, to deliver my fen timents upon the frefti fubj eft which has 
been flatted. 1 moil therefore agree with my honourable friend, who fpoke 
laft but one, in aflerting, that reports injurious to our Courts of Juitice 
have gone abroad, and taken deep N root throughout the kingdom. They arc 
current in the metropolis ; they are current in the country. Confined 
neither to private converfation, nor to the public prints, magazines, and pam- 
phlets ; thefe fufpicions and furmifes have found their way into the lemon- 
flrances addrefled to the throne. London and Middlefex have both complained 
of this- point. It is then abfurd to all edge that they are but idle, and groundleft 
rumours, which being lightly taken up, will be as lightly laid down, and con* 
feqtiently unworthy of our notice. They are, on the contrary, grave and fe- 
rious faiatfers, which have made a deep' and lafting impreflion upon the 
ininds of the people. They have inflicted a wound, which cannot be healed 
but by a thorough and honeft enquiry. This is the only balfam, the only 
catholicon which can be applied with any profpedl of fuccefs. Wilfyou then 
refdfe co try the erfeft of this remedy f Will you fliut your, ears to their com-' 
tjla-ints ? Yon may take' that parr, but I fearthat it will not be the way 
foallay the ferment; of tvhbfe exiftenceyou mud' all be fenfible, however 

Aiu«h ioae of yoir may afFeft not to know or to defpife it. v 

... ,. , . . * ... . . But 
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Bat yod aft wliatare theft rumours, tliefe reports, wjncbbave created' fucb 
jealoufies and anxieties ? Are they of fufficient magnitude and importance 
to call forthe attention of this refpefiable aflcmb!y?*Rcfpeclablc as* yob 
are, I cannot v think that you Will at all be degraded by taking xnto.confider; 
ation a fubjeft which has engaged, and does ftill engage, the thoughts ojf 
London and MidoMefex. Were there no other part of the realm to be 
gratified by this enquiry, methinks it. would be no mark of imprudence ia 
you to grant them this indulgence. They are neither a final! nor aninconfi- 
derable part of his MajeftyY fubje&s ; and it will be no little acceffion of 
ftrength to the mimfters to have them for their friends. Can they bope for 
this defirable event, except they embrace the propofed meafure? No. They and 
the whole people. of England will hold them as enemies, determined enemies 
to tiieir laws and liberties. For, let me tell yoti, the points for which they 
contend touch the very effence of the conftitution, and rauft be as dear to 
every true Englifhman as the blood which warms his veins. Nothing will, 
I am perfuaded, feparate them but the power that tears afunder his heart 
frrings. Do you imagine that Engliflimen, while they are a people, wijl 
allow the conftitutional power of juries to be retrenched ? No. They know 
too well that it is the bed palladium of their liberties, and they will never 
part with it but with their lives. Yet this is the faqred right, which, unhal- 
lowed hands are ♦ ace u fed of having endeavoured to ra villi from them. 
Rules of evidence, and rules of laws, are faid to have been laid down by 
judges whicfi fap the foundations of juries, and which, if tolerated, will 
render them, in the hands of a temporizing cafuiftical expounder of the law*, 
mere engines of oppreflion. ' ' ' 

We are informed that a judge has laid it down as. a fixed, eftabliined doc r 
trine in law, that a mailer is in criminal cafes criminally anfwerahle for tjie 
raifdemeanors of bis fervant. If a book or a pamphlet, for example, is Ibid 
in a Bookfeller's mop, and without the knowledge of the malter, we are 
taught by a do&or of the law, that thereafter is refponfible and pvnifhable 
for this act. It Would be idle to enter largely into the merits of this cafe at 
the prefent time. Not to mention that I have been prevented by the honour- 
able gentleman who darted this proportion, and who held it forth in aftrqrrg, 
but not in an overcharged light, I am prevented by the felf evidence of the 
cafe. The monftrous abfurdity, the glaring iniquity of the doclrine, ' is fo 
jlain, To palpable, tfiat it may be fafely left to the common fenfe, to the 
feelings and hearts of mankind. They will judge, they, will determine, 
without, any fophiftry,, without any jefuitical refinement, and like an up* 
right, unbiafled jury, * ill bring in this maxim guilty, 

But falie rules of evidence are not only countenanced. Falfe rules of law 
are faid to be foitcred and cherifhed with the fame jrio us care. Juries are 
told that' they are only competent judges of the fact, not of the law. For 
inftance, if a man charged with publifhing a libel is brought before a ytry% 
they ate not to 'enquire with what intention he publilhed. Their fole pre 
vince is to determine whethejr he actually publiihed, and whether the al« 
ledged libellou? expreffions are to be applied, as they are in the indl&men** 
If they find thefe two points prpved and afcertained, they muft b-ing in thd 
defendant guilty, and leave to the judge the conftruction of the exprefi»Qina» 
and the malice or innocence of the intention. . Now 1 am at a, lofs to deter* 
mine whence this doftrine is'd&ived. I am fure it is not to be found in bay 
code of natural law. The human heart revolts at it ; as criminality rauft 
for ever' depend upon the intention. This is fo clear a cafe* that I will 
not difguil the houfe with any further explanation If guiltinefs then depends 
on the intention, what do the jurors find guilty, if they do not judge of the 
intention ? The publication of a certain quantity of paper and print > But 

F f £2 there 
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there is noguiltinpublifliing and printing confidered merely in that light. It 
is the intention alone, that confti totes the effence of guilt ; and if the ju- 
rors do not judge of that, they judge of nothing. Thus thefrftandl the 
law of nature. Let us now fee how the. law of England Hands. Is it con- 
trary to the natural code, contrary to that law which the author, of nature 
engraved upon the table* of every man's heart ? God forbid !— we are not 
in fuch a diftrefsful fituation. The law of England is con (b nan t to the 
pureft principles of rectitude. It is noble, uniform, and confident, and 
di fa vows this modern innovation. Modern I may call it, fine© I am at a 
lofs to find a fingle precedent, by which it is authorifed. If a precedent 
Ihould be found, I will take upon me to -fay, that it is not a good one. and 
that I will on a proper occafion prove it not to be law. Thus much I thought 
proper to fay of the reports which prevail, and of the necctfity of adopt- 
ing the propofed enquiry. The delicacy of my fituation prevents me frenn 
aflerting any thing from my own knowledge. As to the motion for amend- 
ing the ac\ before yoq, I give it my he^ty concurrence. 

» The Speech of Mr. T~ -E, Sp'icitor-General. 

SIR, 

HOWEVER much a reprefentative may be bound to cxprefs the voice 
of bis conftituents, I cannot greatly approve of that patriotifm which 
prompts any member to adopt every popular rumour, and to make it his 
own. We ought to make a difcrcet felection, to diftinguifh between truth 
and falfliood, and not to fwallow every vulgar prejudice. It is for this reafon 
I cannot greatly applaud thofe oblique rejle&iona, which, in imitation of 
pamphleteers and news-mongers fome, members feem fo fond of calling 
. vdn this houfc. Such ftrokes; when reported abroad, may be popular/ They 
may ferve as ftilts to raife the authors up to the notice of tha mob ; but | am 
perfuaded that they will not add much to their weight in this affembly. The 
artifice is too grofs to deceive. Where is the propriety of charging this 
houfe with dilatorinefs in exerting its power of controul on the Attorney; 
General, when that officer is not accufed of the leaft abufe of his authority. 
I believe there is no lawyer, nor any other fenfible perfon within thefe 
walls, who will not allow that all the profceutions lately carried on by the 
Attorney- General, were extremely proper if notneceflary. IfJhe had not filed 
informations, he would not have done his duty; Why then fhould we, when 
no real danger, no lace encroachment prefles, fally forth, like a band of 
Quixotes, to attack this windmill of a giant, this imaginary magician, who 
keeps none of ou.r rights, none of .our privileges, under the power of his 
enchantment? Not a fingle wight, not a fingle damfel, has he injured. 
They all walk at large,, ay, more at large, Ifufpedl, than they ought. Ouf 
bboldeHers ana" printers have no reafon to co.mplain of their being held in 
trammels. They are allowed every reafonable indulgence; and I think they 
profit' by it. They carry it to its utmoft limits. Shall we then extend their 
province ? Shall we Vive licentioufnefs an ampler range f Methinks fuch a 
prbpofal'is made at this time with a very bad grace; and 1 believe there are 
very few, who had previous notice of this motion, that did not imagine that 
it' was made rather for contracting than extending the Attorney-General's 
jurifdicYion. - 

Eor my own part, I cannot help confidering the project as a crazy con- 
ceit, folely intended for gaining a little popularity ; foi man however hppe- 
refs,' will, " Spread the thin oar, and catch the driving gale," the popular 
breeze, whofc murmur 'is fo flattering and delightful to certain ears. But the 
fntdoin and .gravity of this Venerable affembly, is not to be milled by fuch - 
1 ' ♦ * ...,.-... feeble 
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feeble engines* it-muft perceive that the power at prefent lodged in the 
Attdmey-\5eneral is neceflary, as well for fpeedily puniftiirig as preventing 
daring libels.- if no other procefs is left, but the common one of bringing the 
affair before the Grand Jury; the delinquent mayj in the mean t wKiIe efcape, 
and mock joftice. This is fometimes the care, now that the power of infor- 
mation is in its full vigour. How much more will it be fo when no fuch 
power exlfts? No offender can' be brought to'juflice. What is the confe- 
quence '? The licencioufnefs of the prefs will increafe. Crimes will multiply, 
inftead of one Wbijperer* we Ihall have a hundred. Nothing will be publifhed » 
but libels and lampoons. The prefs will teem with fcurrility, abufc, and 
Talfhood. The minds of the people will be poifbned with 'vile afperfions, 
and mifled by fcandalous mifreprefentations. The many headed beaft will 
fwallow the poifon, and the land will confequently be but one fcene of anar- 
chy and confufion. 

But, replies my antagonift, is there riot juft grounds for much of this ob- 
loquy, of which you complain? Are not the courts of juftice defervedly 
accufedi Are not the expounders of the law guilty of propagating uh found 
doctrines? Are not falfe rules of^evidence, andfalfe rules of law, laid down 
by the judges for the direction of juries? I anfwer in the negative. Thefe 
charges are not founded on truth. Prima facie, or intuitive evidence, witji 
which fome gentlemen are pleafed to quarrel, is very good evidence, where 
no other evidence can be obtained It has the fandtion of the greatehVand 
moft fober judges, that this, country ever produced, as inight be proved by 
an induction of particulars too tedious to be now enumerated, iince. the 
point is not regularly before the houfe. But precedent alone, which by the 
bye would be fufEcient to juflify our prefent judges, does declare in its 
favour; it is alfo countenanced, nay eftablifhed by the law of the land and 
the law of nature. For where the prima facie evidence fixes guilt, it can-"** 
not be. removed but by contrary evidence. In civil cafes the matter is con- 
tefiedly arifwerable for the faults of his fervants. Hdw comes he in cri- 
minal cafes not to be fubjett to the fame rule ? he is fubject to it, when the 
prima facie evidence loads him with guilt, and when he cannot* deftroy its, 
force by contrary evidence. This was not done in the trial, to which this 
charge alludes; it is therefore groundlefs and fcandalous, if not mean and 
malicious; and the culprit was juftly condemned, and will be juftly punifhed., 
The other charge is equally groundlefs and abfurd. The conftcuclion of 
libels belongs by law and precedent to the judge, not to the jury; becauie 
it is a point of law, of which they are not qualified to judge.. If any other 
rule prevailed, if the matter was left to the jury, there would be nothing 
fixed and. permanent in the law. It would not.only vary in different coun- 
ties and cities, according to their different intereits and paffions, but alfo 
in the minds of the fame individuals, as they fhould happen at different 
times to be agitated by different humours and caprices.' God forbid that the 
laws of England fhould ever be reduced to this uncertainty ; all our dictio- 
naries ot decisions; all our reports, and Cokes upon Littleton would then ' 
be uielefs. Our young ftudents' inftead of coming to learn the law in the 
Temple, and in Weftminfter-hall, would be obliged to feek it in life wif- 
doni of petty juries, country affizes, and untutored mechanicks. Adieu to 
precifion, adiea to confiftency, adieu to decorum. Ail would be coa- 
fufion, contradiction, and abiurdky. The law would, like Jofeph's coat, 
become nothing but a ridiculous patchwork of many inreds and many ■ 
colours ; a mere fick man's dream without coherence, without order ; a wild 
chaos of'jarring and heterogeneous principles, which would ftill deviate far-* 
ther and farther from harmony. Yet the prevention of this ftate is the crime* 
with which our judges are charged 1 O Temporal O mores! To what are 

we 
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'we at Iaft cdme ! If the law was perverted, tf juffice was not done, why did 
not the complainants inftitute a procefs for frefli trials? They would have 
done it, if* there had been real grounds of diflatisfa&ion. 

Indeed, if a juryman has been rejected without ' a challenjge from the 
parties, there is room for clamour. Such ah a& is highly criminal! No 
srian is able, no honed man would wifh to defend it. Bur let us not be 
xafh in paffing fentence. Let the fa& be well authenticated, before we con- 
demn. Rumour is not a fufficient ground for proceeding. As we found it a 
liar in the other articles, we have this reafon to doubt its veracity. Though 
I frequent Weftminfter-hall, I know nothing of it; and I muft confefs, that 
I cannot give'it the leaft credit. The great judge who is fufpe&ed, was in- 
capable of fuch an aftion. For thefe reafons I muft put my negative both 
on the motion and the enquiry. 



r 



» W*-*-rb~— ne fpek next* - . 

SIR,, , 

T woild H idle to enter at this rime, into a fall dijfcuffion of the col- 
__ fete/ril fufeject of debate, which has been ftarted. It is not regularly be- 
fore the houfe; and if it were,- I apprehend we muft have firmer ground to 
gttopftR/tfcan rumoots and pamphlets and news-papers. Sufpicion when 
jflrihed to an enquiry, is a fpecies of condemnation ; and the characters of our 
jadges fcould indeed be, like the chaflity of Csefar's wife,, free- from every 
ihtidow.of fufpicion. Shall we then, without, any diredi charge, without 
aiiy fixed object before os, engage precipitately in this buiinefs, and give 
currency to vague reports,' to the afperfions of low malice, to the lie of the 
day ? I- have too good an opinion of the wifdom and gravity of this aflcm- 
Wy to fttppofe it Capable of taking fuch a rafh ftep.* 

Though London and Middlefex have been induced to lend an ear to thefe 
calufcnioui reports, mnft we adopt their folly ? No man has a greater refpe& 
than I fof 'thefe two great bodies of men ; yet in this point I muft fay, that 
they have been too credulous. They have been mifled by thofe* who ought 
to have known better, by thofe who ought to have afiured themfelves that 
law was on their fide be fore v they advifed thefe complaints to be infer ted in 
the remonftrances ? The conduft of the judges I believe, nay I know it, to 

1 be irreproachable in the cafes in queftion. What foundation then waJ there 

Ibraccufing them in the remdnftrances ? Mere hearfay and report; caofes 
too light and fhadowy to fet us in motion. This is not a time to expofe 
ourfelves by attacking imaginary grievances, when fo many *real grounds 
for complaint exift. When fo much game is before us, we ought not to run 
in purfuit of vermin. I fear the paffions of fome men are too much intereft- 
cd to ftrfFer them to -aft with that temper and difcretion which are necefia- 
tj fat handling this queftiop ; and it is not the violence of prejudice and dif- 
content tba - . will influence the generality of this aflembly. The inquiry, 

| . therefore, ieems toine to be on its prelent footing, totally inadmiffible. 

j The motion touching the A—- — y G — ' — l's power of filing official infor- 

mations; "I fee in a quite different light.- * For though I muft confefs, that 
neceftity has been the mother of the moft effehtiaHmprovements in the con- 
IHftttroti ; yet I moft fty, that times of peace and"' tranquility feem the moft 

! .proper' f6r an alteration ; becaufe the minds of men lying then under no 

particular biar feem likely to aft with more deliberation and judgment. 
Tfte non*exi(rence, therefore, of any abufe at prefent, h no argument againft 

* -the pro pofed amendment. The lefs injury we feel, the more wifdom and 

^ dffcrction we are likely to difcover in our proceedings. It cannot be denied 
thfet the alteration of this law will be attended with poffible and even proba- 
ble 
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ble advantages ; and the poflibility^much more the probability, of advantage, 
is a fufficjent ground for change. If par anceftors had been fo tenacious 
of old efUbJMhments, as never, to have made trial of anew-ioftftntioft, wjiat 
would have become of our liberties ? But, in fad,' this power has not the'. 
fau&ion of a very high antiquity. Our lawyers pace it up to Edwatf the 
Third* and found it on the words Matter of Record, in one of his ftatutes. 
Now, fuppofing their interpretation to be juit, this aera of its co mm e pee me at. 
is modern to the commencement of the monarchy. Let, us then allow it tc> 
have been, common law fince that period, yet we need not from any fu-^ 
pertiitious reverence for the wifdomof our anceftors, be afraid of innov*-. 
tion* When reafon and the principles of the conftitution dictate reform^- 
tiqix, mult we be detet red by mere names ? Different times require different 
regulations and institutions. What might have been proper four. hundred \ 
years ago, may be now quite abfurd and pernicious. Not to mention what.' 
has been already fufficicntly expofed, the unconfritutional nature of unli-, 
mi ted and difcretionary power, the method of filing informations is more 
expenfive and oppreffire than the common way of bringing the affair before 
a grand jury, who examine witnefles and prevent many enormous expences, ' 
by rejecting the bill, if it feems to be founded on injuftice, malice, or op- 
preflion. The fame procefs holds before an information is granted in the 
king's-Bench. The cafe is argued in open court, and before the judges of 
the land, and the culprit is allowed to (how why an information fiiould not 
be filed. If he can there produce any extenuating tircum&ances, they have 
their due weight. Thefe things are not done in a corner § all the nattoik; 
may and will judge for itfelf, and the judges from a regard to their dignity 
and character, will a& with gravity and cucumfpection. Neither Say 'a no*, 
Almon's affidavits would there be neglected. Why is the A—y G~~r-V* 
power not circumfcribed within the fame limits ? Ought he to be indulged-, 
with rnore authority than our judges? Indeed, if the iuftitutionanfweredth* 
end intended, it would be one, though but a weak argument in its favour* 
Bat that is not the -cafe* The end is the fpeedy puni(hment of libellers. 

Does it attain this end? No: before the A y G — — 1 goes through hatf 

the neceflary procefs he might have got the delinquent tried, found guilty, 
and condemned before the common juries. Need I fay more to induce yea 
either to aboliih or to modify this power ? I will not fuppofe you fo void of • 
understanding and judgment, when I affure you, that no lawyer wiUJiave 
Che face to deny the truth of my laft allegation. - - 

N« B. We have for obvious reafons given that argument firft, which 
came lad from the mouth of the Speaker. 

Mr. M ' h /poke next. 

SIR,' 

S I happened to fit as a juryman upon the trial of Almon, I think it 
my duty to rife up, in order to rectify fome miftakcs r into which ,the i 
public in general, as well as fome gentlemen, here prefent, have fallen. Va- 
rious news- papers and pamphlets propagated at that time a belief that we 
had been milled by the inftru&ions of the judges » in our opinion of the cri- 
minality of Junius'* letter to the King. Nothing can be a greater mifrepre- 
fentaji&ri. In this point we perfectly coincided with the judge in our tegu- 
ments.. Whatever might have been the fenfe of the juries at Guildhall, we> 
were unanimous in thinking the letter in queftion an atrocious and higjbly 
criminal libel. There was not a fingle peri on among us that murmured' 
the Ieaft doubt or^hefitation, or fufpecTed that the author, and publishers did 
not merit feverc and exemplary puniihment. Thcfe articles were never;, 

/ .with" 
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with us * fubjeel of difcuflioh. Bat whether Ahnon was colpable for a 
crime, which chiefly aiFefted his fervant, was a matter of long and anx- 
ious Sifcuffion. Right Qr wrong, we were in tB at point influenced by the 
inftr actions of the judge. 

I had my doubts whether the prima fade evidence was a conclusive argu- 
ment of guilt in the defendant, I applied to the judge for a folution of my 
difficulty. He gave it with that clearnefs and precifioii in which he has 

Sxdly his equal. He informed me that the law always inferred guilt in 
e mafter from the trima facie evidence, where there was no other contrary 
evidence to deftroy its. force. This was the cafe in the inftancc before the 
jury. No contrary evidence had appeared, no alleviating oaths, no excul- 
patory affidavits. Whether it was that the autfyors^ of the affidavits, which 
have flnce been made, were aVerfe to a crofs examination, or to an appear- 
ance in court, or whatever was the caufe, no attempt was made to invali- 
date the prima facie evidence. It remained unihaken, unimpeachecl. The 
neceflary confequence was, that we were obliged to follow the law, and to 
give oar verdi ft accordingly* . for the confeience of a juror, if he has any 
confeience, binds him no lets to the obfervance. of the law' than of equi- 
ty. Though I had my doubts about the malignity of the publilher's in- 
tention, I xiid not think thefe doubts authorifed me to fee afide a* certain 
principle of law, and to acquit the defendant upon furmife, when he flood 
condemned by a pofitive decifion of our jurifprtidence. ' " 

It is not that I do not want to fee this point more clearly afcertahied,' and 
more generally nnderftood than it has hitherto been. 

Eve.ry thing relating to the power and jurifdiclion of juries ought to be 
eftabHfhed on the firmeft and fureft foundations. If poffible, ^nothing mould 
be obfeure, uncertain, or perplexed, in their province. For this fe'afon, I 
could wifh, that this rule of evidence, as well as the rule pf law, which, 
in cafes of libels, leaves the interpretation, or the* innocence, or malig- 
rfity of the intention, to the judge, may be maturely confidered by this 
Jioufe. " 

If they mould turn out to be law, we (hall be thus enabled to quiet the 
minds of the people, and to rellore their confidence in the courts of juftice. 
I am perfuaded in my own mind that this will be the cafe. Yet, however 
upright, however irreproachable, our judges may have been, J mould not 
diflike to fee thefe laws altered, if they can be altered for the better. They 
have alarmed the people, who look upon them as innovations, as encroach* 
» ments upon the power of juries. It is our bufinefs to examine whether 
their alarm is well founded, and if well founded, what remedy can be ap- 
plied. The propofed , inquiry, therefore, feems juil and reafon able, Whe- 
ther the judges are culpable or not? Our anceilors frequently adopted fuch 
meafures. Being the grand inqueft of the nation, they jultly efteemed it 
their duty to trace out every grievance, and to procure redrefs. Ought not 
we to follow their example, when we are called upon by the voice of the 
nation ?' We muft follow it, except we chufe to forget whom we reprefent, 
and whofe Tervants we are. 

As to the motion, I think it extremely proper, whether you chufe to 
jjiound it on the propofed enquiry, or to leave it»on its original bottom. 
The arguments already advanced fcem to me conclusive in its favour; 
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E d B e Jboh next. 

SIR, . " ' . 

TH E obje&s now under our confideration, feem to me to be of great 
importance, and to deferve fbmething more than a iilent vote. I will 
therefore, with the leave of the houfe, endeavour to throw fome light on tl^e 
fubjett. 

Several gentlemen have dwelt with a kind of fecret complacency and fa- 

thfattion on the high antiquity of the A y G lVppwer of filing 

official informations. They have fet before our eyes in every engaging light, 
the refpect and reverence which it has derived from the favoury 'mouldings 
and the venerable ruft of ages. The monarchy has fubfifted and flourifhed 
mod during the exigence of this power. Why then quarrel with it at tfce 
prefent jun&ure, when it is likely to prove molt beneficial ? I will not fay 
that there is no weight in this reafoning, becaufe I will not fay that there is 
any queflion without its difficulties. Moil queftions have, like Janus two 
faces; and if you view only one of them, you may with a little manage- 
ment, make your favourite iide aflfurae a pretty fair and comely appearance. 
Something of this legerdemain is obfervable on the prefent occafion. Whjle 
the oppofers of the motion celebrate the flourishing ftate of the monarchy, 
during the exiftence of this power, they forget to prove to us, that it owed 

that hapjfinefs to. the A— ~y G 1. It is* the fat.e of narrow minds, 

and confufed heads, to miftake one caufe for another, and to make na- 
ture as great a chaos as their own brain. Were it neceffary, we might eafily 
trace the flourifhing Hate of the monarchy up to other caufes, and demon- 
ftrate by fads, that this inftitution retarded rather than accelerated its 
growth: but there is no occafion for fetching fuch a tedious compafs: 
arguments enough'Jiave been already advanced to prove it unconftitutional 
and incompatible with liberty. What can be a clearer evidence of its having 
never benefited the kingdom ? The fame arguments which prove it now 
prejudicial, prove it prejudicial ever fince its commencement. But what if 
it (hould be (hewn not to have the fan&ion of antiquity? I have enquired 
among others into this point; but fortune has not been favourable to my 
diligence. I have not been able to trace it into the darknefs.and obfeurity 
of remote ages.* nay, I have found it to be modern, and as it were 'of 
yefterday. Far from fixing it as high ijp as Edward the Third, I have been ' 
obliged to come much farther down from the iburce. The words Matter of ' 
Record, which have, been quoted, did not mean official informations. Brac- 
ton, who is allowed by all to be a good authority, 'mentions Aftions Popular, 
which, I apprehend, Jwere founded on thefe exprefiions : but Ad ions Popular 
were not the fame as official informations*; and in Ihort I have,' upon $he 
minuted enquiry, been forced to allow them but a modern date. 

Thus then it appears, that the oppofers of the motion cannot take refuge 
tinker the wings of antiquity : ttey are beat out of the entrenchments' of 
Gothick rubbilh, under which they hoped to remain impregnable. Whi- 
ther now will they fly for (helter ? To a majority Of voices ; in thefe alone, 
not in argument, will they prove victorious. If w« have any difcretion^ any 
ihame left, we muft agree to this motion, and either totally' abolifh or mo- 
dify the A y G W power of filing official informations. Were there 

no other argument for this meafure but that fingle one advanced by the op* 
pofer, that the office is odious and {ufpe&ed, it would, in the opinion of 
any fober man, be fufficient. For as all government was originally institut- 
ed for the eafe and* benefit of the people, no eftablilhment, which gives 
them nothing but uneafinefs, can be approved by a wife legislature. ' Let it 
then be cut qff/rom the con^ftitution as, a rotten limb, whicb efcaped the no- 
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tice of our forefathers in the hnrry and precipitation^ of die revolution. 
But We are not prefled by neceffity? There is mrcomplalntoFariy fateabgfe 
of this power? This I flatly deny. , The power has been egregkni fly ab afed 
3n ithe cafe of Almon." Why was he Tingled but, and profecuted before the 
reft of his brethren ? He whofe guilt, if any, was -only nominal ? Why was 
not the original pubKfher and orhers* who had no excufe to afledge, firft 
brought to joftice - Here I believe every man difcovers malice. Almon had 
teen a&ive in jpromoting certain meafirres riot very agreeable toihe cabal. 
He bad pnblifhed certain journals, which contained anecdotes that fome 
people high in office and power could wifh to have buried in eternal obli- 
vion. It was refolved to punifh him for thefe adts of tfetherity. Hold was 
therefore laid of this flender twig. Bat what enfued? The courts dare not 
makeufe of the ftrange verdict procured againft him. The only caofe which 

the A yG 1 has been able to carry againft libellers, he cannot turn 

to' any account. From him we learn, that the office is fo odious and deteftable 
to the people, that it does not anfwer any of the purpofes for which it was 
intended. Has he not here (aid enough to induce us to abolifti or modify 
it? Yes certainly; if we do not fuppoie, with fome fpeculative jtofiticians, 
who wiFl juftify the court at all points,, that the people are corrupt, and that 
the courts of* juftice and the adminiftration are blamelefs. For I muft aver, 
that one of thefe three proportions muft be true, elfe fuch" atrocious libels as 
we hatfe lately feen could never have patfed nnpunifhed. Now I can fee no 
xeafbn for fuppofmg that the people have funk to the very dregs of corrup- 
tion, that they naturally delight, in flander and detraftion, find love to pro- 
tect libellers and defamers. It is not long'fince they would bring in a li- 
beller guilty even at the fuit of the A y G 1. In the reign of George 

the Second, no fuch mortjfying repulfes were received from juries, even 
when a dangerous rebellion raged in the very heart of the realm. Govern- 
ment was fufficiently refpecled to maintain its authority. Shebbeare was 
without any difficulty puniftied with imprifonment and pillory; and many 
other delinquents were chaftifed by thelafh of the law. Even lb late afe the 
beginning of his prefe'nt Majefty's reign, when the minds of men trufted to 
his own benign and aufpicious difpofition; and were not Toured by the in- 
terposition of undue ipfluence, the laws had not Jbft their fklutary terrors. 
Do^ou aflt a proof? The forty-fifth rtumber of the North Briton is an un- 
deniable evidence of my aflertion ; the jury, without any difficulty, found the 
publffher guilty : What then has wrought fo fudden a change rri the temper 
*nd difpontion of the people, that they now countenance the moft audacious 
and wicked libels ? In fo fhort a time they cannot have become abfolutely 
corrupt. What then is the caufe of this ftrange' phenomenon ? Are the 
courts of jufticc depraved and impure, and do they out ofTpite and m - 
lice contradict and oppofe them? I hope not; I hope they are unimpeach- 
able. 1 believe, nay I know, the fcandalous reports which are circulated to 
be' ill-founded.' Where then fh all we look for the origin of this relajj&tfca 
of the laws and of all government.^ How comes this Junius to ,have t>roke 

. through the cobwebs of the law, and to range uncoritroulcd, un^unifhtd, 
through the land? The myrmidons of the court have been long, and are 
ftift, purftiing him £: 'vein. They will not fp end their tirne upon me or 
you;' or you: No; tbey difdain Tuch vermin, when the mighty boar of the 
forcftj that has broke through all their toils, is before tfcemi But what 
\vftt all their efforts avail? No fooner has he wounded one than he lays down 
another dead at his. feet For rny part, when I faw his attack upon tine King, 

' I own my blood ran ckfd." I thought he had ventured too far, and that there 
was an end of his triumphs; not that he had not aiTerted many truths. Yes, 
'Sir, there are'iit that Compofitton many boM truths by which a tfifc prince 

/-*■"' might 
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might profit, . It*vas tic rancoi^r au£ venom with .which I was ftruck. In 
theft refpects the North $riton is as much inferior to him/ as in Hrenjth, 
wit, and judgment, fiut, while I expected from this during flight h : s final 
ruin and fall, behold' him rifing ft'ill. higher, and coming down foufe upon 
both Houfes of Parliament. Yes, .he did make you his quarry, and you (till 
blsed from the wounds of his talons. You crouched, and iiiU crouch, be- 
neath his rage. Nor has. he dreaded the terrors of your brow, Sir; he has 
attacked even you— he has— and I believe you have no. reafon to triumph 
in the encounter* ^ In fhort, after carrying away our Royal Eagle in his 
pounces, and Rafting him againll a rock, he has laid you proftrate. King, 
Lords, and Commons, are but the fport of his fury. Were he a member 
of this houfe, what might not be expelled. from his knowledge, his firmneCs 
and integrity ? He would be eafily, known by his contempt of all danger,, 
by h'is penetration, by nia Vigour, ' Nothing would, efcape his vigilance 
a*od activity. Bad minifters. could conceal nothing from his fagacity;. nor 
could promifea nor threats indue?, him to conceal any thing from the 
public. ' ,, t 

But why p!o I dwell upon Junius alone ? There are numb crlefs other li- 
bellers whom you cannot, reach ; Secure in the protection of the people, 
they laugh aJt tV terrors of information to fcorn. All your meflengcrs of the 
preG, all your tribes of informers, are as much defpifed as they are detefted* 
What is the caufe of this general averfion to law, this univeifal confpiracy 
againft government? We have feen that it arifes neither^ from the natural 
depravity of the people, nor from the accidental mi(behaviour of our courts 
of law. What is tne conciufion 1 The whole is chargeable upon admini- 
tf ration. The minifters are the grand criminals. It is their malverfation and 
unconHitutional encroachments that have roufed up in the nation this fpLrit 
pf oppoiitiop, which tramples under foot all law, 4 order* and decorum. 'Till 
they are removed and punifhed, the land willbe nothing but a fcene of anar- 
chy and confufion. It is not ttvat I do not approve of the propofed enquiry 
into the conduct of our judges. Though I believe the reports to bp falfe and 
groundlefs, yet as a friend to the judges, as a friend to the people, whofc 
iufpicions will thus be removed by approbation, rcprehenfibn, or punilhment, 
I cannot help giving it my hearty concurrence. There is a letter directed to 
one of the judges, which charges him with* high crimes. Will you allow 1 
that paper to walk abroad without any notice? You have tried every expe- 
dient for quieting the people, but that of removing the offence. Were it 
only for the fake of experiment, it would be worth your while to try what 
effect this meafure would have upon the public. 

Tie Reply of Mr. De G— y, the A * ■■ ■j r C-— /. 
SIR, 

WHEN I hear facts mifreprefented, in which I had a perfonal concern, 
and cafes it a ted which never had any exigence but in the author's 
brain, I think myfelf authorized by juftice, and bound in honour to contra- 
dict. The Iaft Gentleman who fpoke has given the houfe a brief narra- 
tive of two fa$ts, which 1 know to be without foundation \ and I muft. 
tell him, that, to fpeak in the gentl.elt terms, he treats a man injuriouily, 
when he affigns to his actions motives, which are only the fuggeftions of his 
own fancy. Hfe informs you, that malice and oppreffion appear palpably 
on the face of Almon's proftcution,.becaufe, fprfooth, he happened tc^be 
firft brought to Jiis trial, and be caufe his guilt was only nominal. But is 
his opinion more refpectable than the opinion of the Jury, by whom he was 
tried t They found him guilty. His trial preceded that of the original 

Gggs ' pubhlher, 
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pilblifheY, and the other delinquents, merely through 'a'cci lent. t As many 
iHformauons as could* be conveniently got ready, were at the lafne time 
filed againft- the.tranfgreflbrs. The Judges, after this procefs was fiaiihed, 
happened, in the courfe of bufinefs, to fit to hear caufes at Wefcminfter 
before they fat in the city. This is the true date of the cafe ;. this is all the 
malice, all the oppreifion, which have been exerted on this occafion. If there 
had been .any pre-concerted fcheme of rancour or reverike, a different courfe 

wauld^have been taken. The A y G— — 1 would have firft brought 

to his "trial the original publifher, that culprit, whofe fuperior griilt Teemed 
rooft likely to procure a yerdift favourable to Government ; a verdift, which 
might ferve as a precedent or fan&ion to the condemnation i of ' the *6\ her de- 
fendants. Such would have* been the true way of mowing malice. ' The very 
reverfe of, what is condemned would have been the only rational plan for ob- 
taining this end. * 

But, /after procuring a verdift in this malicious manner, we' dare not make 
ufe of it ! We dare not pafs fentehce, or punifh the -guilty bottkfellerl He 
fhall be called up to receive fen te nee to-morrow. It is true that Almon was 
already fummoned for that purpofe ; apd yet, after attending, was told 
that he fhould not be wanted on that da*y. The Judges being either not 
agreed in their fentence, or being prevented by fome other caufe from con- 
cluding that bufinefs, I did not make Almon appear before them, left by the 
rule o* the Court, they ihould be obliged' to keep him incuftody till fentence 
was pafied. I was afraid that fuch a ftep might prove injurious tojiis trade 
and character. ,So that what was an ad of lenity and mercy, is here charged 
ijpon the Attorney General as an aft of cowardice and fear. No, Sfr/t'hat 
Officer has done nothing of which he needs either to be afraid or afliatried. 
He mifreprefents the aftions of no.m'an ; ne traduces tic character of no 'man. 
Neither his words nor his deeds need ever call a blulh into his cheek. 
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The Reply of E— -^d B— e. 

Dijl t not mean to fix a (litma^Qn the character of^any^particujar man. All 
I. wanted to., fhew was, that; : $iere was malice fpmewhere, and from what 
| have npw i^eard I find'little reafpn toretraft. A pretty, fatisfa&ory account, 
indeed^h^s been given for AlmgnVpeiite, fir|t tfye/L and for his not hav- 
ing the other' day received fentence. Butpasapy > r^eajon been given for his 
j\avjpg ^een tried at all? Has the preTumptioq of malice, th^at appearsupon 
the face of' that tranfaftion, been wiped away J>y the Geotleman's^rlietor^c? 
No. We have heard much of the legality, equity, and reafonablenefs of "pri- 
ma facie evidence.^ If, ever applicable, I am fure it is applicable to this cafe. 
The prima facie evidence"nxes guilt on the* prbfecutor*, and I am fatisfied 
they have not produced contrary evidence to deftroy its force. Whatls the 
1 c^)nfequen,fe> 'J'hey rxuifr, accordingrto their own law or logic, be condemned. 
(Th^ihgre ;h^t.41mcW k^ t in the publication of Junius's letter w 4 as fo fmall, 
j$at.r«9 m,ano/<cpmmqn,fenfe can fuppofe, that he was on that account marked 
.put as an "object of jpijm'ihpiejy:.:, *No, S>ir ft there were other latent caufes, nei- 
jher fo fpecious, nor fo oftenfjble. — ater%um fer4at fub peciore fvuftuts-^mmet 
aha yie&te refoftitm J udiqipm Paridisr—E^genus inwifum et rafts Qaxymedis bono- 
/*<• . **apP e3 l to, thfj| honoured cpnfcieQC^ of .the houfe, whether I do cot 
'f$$ak truth., , If I donor, I .expect to J>e^cpntr,adji&ed. Doe* any oneichufe 
-,|orife f $Q, no ape ji^s the front ; and I haye the.pleafure to fee *hat we have 

' \ jlilt Jcjme .gj'acfc Jeff among us^. This, is a poinf.jthat is obvious to. the moll 
Jimpleagd uatutored. Ha^ltee^.jdifnofefl.to^enne, and to jp lay the me- 
^taphyfician^ ^ingenuity, *&iaU as it ^is, wouj^l n^ye, enabled jgc tciajgn. 
no very honourable motives to' the quirk, "wKich brought thelearf culpa"* 

i , * &•» 
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folk \o fofeir trial, ffed fie TMWflfc! ptiMifliet feeen fiVft tote! Wd fccljatftca, 
it was ftfre/een that coitfmoiu decency wo'uld not filffer'tKe other prosecutions' 
to go arty 'farther : 'a drcuraftance', by Which the (Julprits would fave a deM* 
of expence, and certain oncers .would lofe the hanreft of their trade. Tkfc, ' 
and Tome oflier points of the like nature I might urge, were I afttrated Tfy 
any midice or'perfohal jpique. But Idifclaim fuch uiiworthymotrves. My 
piibHccboduft (hall alwaysbe directed by public confiderati6ris. Having ftid 
this,. I have nothing further to add, but that I fee no feafon to retra& <*r Wv 
ter my opinions. I return therefore to the three grounds oh wliich f'fet out; 
ahd Repeat, that all our prefent misfortunes are owing to the torrtrption of 
the 'people, to the mifcondutt of our judges, or to the malverfation of out* 
ntiiiiftry. Thcabftrfdtty of the firft fuppoStion I have explained, I hope, w 
your fatisfaclion. The whole blame muft confequently fall on the two Iaft* 
but chiefly on the mihiftry. The neceflary coriclufidn is, that themrniflry 
<yught to be removed, and that the propofed inquiry into the conduft of our 
judges ought to be adopted, M 

Mr. D — , — gfpoh next. 
SIR, ' ' 

AS the fubjeSs now before you were precipitately brought on. the carpet* 
1 cdnnot. pretend to treat them with that precifion and accuracy which 
they deferve. J Their importance, however, is in my eyes too great to -Jet i»fc 
pafs theih over without fubmitting to your judgment a few obfemtibn* 
wjiich occur to my mind. Jn my apprehenfion, the oppofersof the motion 
have advanced againft it only one argument, which has not been fully anfwer- 
ed and refuted. This is the argument: Both houfes h*ve frequently ad- 
dreffed the King, to deiire the A— y Q— 1 to profecate libellers and 
defamers. The A . «y G ■ 1 has at this moment on his hands pro fttcu- 
tions> which he commenced at the in fiance of parliament. Will you then, 
abolifh or abridge the power of an officer, whom you found fo necefTary to 
put your own defigns in execution ? What has been, may be again. More 
Whifperers may be ptablifhed ; and you maywifh, when it is too late, that 
he ftill pofleffed the power of filing informations. An honourable friend of 
mine, who propofed to modify the Attorney GeneralV power, either by al- 
lowing the defendant to ihew caufe in a court of juftice wily an informa- 
tion fhould not be granted, or by fobje&ing the affair to the previous cogni- 
zance of a graud-jury, anfwars this reafoning by affirming that there is no 
occafion for the interference of -a court of jaftice, or of a grand jury, where 
the grand inqueft of the nation, a body much more, relpeclable than any- 
grand -jury, has decided the point, and found a true bill, a true ground for 
a prolecution. This logick would be very juft, coohlit be fhewa that, the 
interpofition of parliament had in any cafe anfwered the end intended, for 
my own parr, I have, from all the examples which I have yet fcen or read, 
been obliged to form -a verv 'tm&vourable «pini6n of thefe exertions of 
power. The laws a/e capable of fupporting themfelves withoafour'fanc- 
tion. When they are not, we cannot add much, to their .authority. We 
/fcftll be fcohfider&Tby the Nation as the tools of a weak minfflry, who are 
obliged on all b'ccfcfions to fherter themfelves under our wings, and borrow 
bur frrerigth in otder to prop the tottering fabrick of government, There 
is foWfe thing fo odious and apparently oppreflive in arming the whole legif- 
latfve ^Awer* agaJfcft fcn individual, w%ois open to the laws, that the people 
Can 'never' fe£ peiftrtftfed tfiat there*is fl&t "more than juttice fought. They 
wilf conclude lhit thertf'is <hVaH'te"afid '"Teirenge at bottom; arid that fuch 
j>6tfderous bodfesj^tte'Wo^a^;^ m motmnHty'fo fceMe 
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and inert a power as the love of. good .government. Jfence .will arife, jea- 
loufies and fulpicions of our integrity api independence. Heuce reflection 
will be cafr. upon our charter. Satires, libels and lampoons will ,b(? writ- 
ten againd individuals, as well as againft the collective body. Wefhall be* 
come the common butt of national ridicule. Nothing will oe feen. bqt epjV 
grams, puns, and pafquinades. much falfhood' and fomc truth. The land 
will become one fcene of coafufidn and anarchy* ' Tae perfecution com- 
menced againft Wilkes in this houfe will jufiify thefe observations, l^give 
this example, becaufe it is modern, and comes home to every maaV breaft- 
More inftances might be quoted, for our hiftory is full of them^ Were there 
but this one, it would juftify me in faying,, that this confideration ought. not 
to deter as from abolifliing or modifying the A— — y G— pf s power cl ftling 
official informations. , r , i, 

. The fame honourable gentleman thinks this is not a proper j time Tor en- 
quiring into tfce condud of our Judges. And why does he think & ? -J&- 
caufe we are in a bad humour. Now I think this is the very beft leajbn for 
fuch an inquiry. And I will tell you why ; that we may remove* that bad 
tumour. For, let me tell you, it is not of a nature that will yield to every 
remedy. It \$ too obftinate and malignant to be feared away by every quack 
ajedicine. The people think the doctrines charged upon the courts of juf- 
tice, not only incontinent with the ipirit of the confhtution, but alfo with 
the dictates of natural equity. Can fuch opinions be eradicated but by an 
enquiry r Never believe it. It is not that I pretend that their fufpicions are 
well founded. I hope not, At leait I do not know them to befo; for I was 
not prefent, when the charges were given by the Judge. . 

But, if report be true, there is fufficient ground for an enquiry. There 
is at leaft an appearance of oppreflian in making the matter criminally an- 
fwerable for the ad of the fervant ; and there is fomething doubtful in that 
principle of law, which in/ers criminality from the tingle fad of publica- 
tion, ox prima facie Evidence. This appearance of oppreffion, and this doubt- 
fulnefs ought, in my apprehenfion, to be motives of fufficient force to im- 
pel us to an enquiry. 

The fame may be faid qf the fecond head of accufation, in which the 
Judges are charged with denying, to the jury the right of taking the inten- 
tion under confederation. Though I coniefs that they muft not in all cafes 
be judges of the law, yet in cafes of libels there teems to be a neceflity 
for it ; becaufe, if they do not judge of the 'intention, they judge of nothing. 
We ought therefore to make this inquiry, in order to determine how far 
they are to judge or not to judge of the intention. We oug^tt to trfark out 
the line, which difcriminates the province of the judge and jury. This will 
be the Only plan for quietingthe prefent murmurs and jealoufies. I am 
therefore for the enqjiry, both as a friend Co the judges and to the people. 

L— d Fr ck Cam— ell fake next. 

SIR, , 

I AM really furprifed how men of fenfe and understanding tan exhanft 
their breath and lungs upon a ftibjed, which is not before them. ' Their 
condud jfuts me in mind of Achilles in tjie Iliad, who was puffing and 
blowing in purfuit of ^Eneas's phantom, while he was fafely lodged whhin 
the walls of Troy. But thus it is with the ableft of us all, when we allow 
ourfelves to be ruled by prejudice or paffion. Like unruly horfes, we run 
out of the courfe, and are bewildered in all the mazes of error and abfurdity. 
What elfe could have engaged gentlemen ia this wild goofe chafe after an 
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object'? — An object, did ,1 fay ? After alhadow, nay, lefs than a fhadow,. fince 
till it is regularly introduced, it is to this houfe a mere non-entity. If any 
man intends to arraign the conduct of oar judges, let him, in God's name, 
itand forth'. But,Iet him chufe a proper occafion. : Let not the fubject be 
dragged in by the *neck and fliouMers to interrupt 'and emtJarrafs a queltton. 
with vvhkh it has but little connection. Though the A— *-^y G— — J 
lhould have abufed his power, it doesnot follow that the courts of juftice are 
in any refpect guilty. Nor, reciprocally, does mifconduct,' in thecourts o£ 
juftice imply mifconduct in the A y G— 1. Their refpectivc authori- 
ties ire totally diftinct arid independent. Why then blend them together* 
as if both conflicted but one indivisible' body ? I wilfc gentlemen would 
learn to diftinguifli with a little more accuracy and precifion. I remember 
the time when the fame renowned metaphysicians reprefented it as a crying 
/in in this Houfc, to accumulate, the various crime* of one man, and to mate 
them the foundation of his expulfum. What is now become of that cafu- 
iftry, by which they would feparate the different mifdemeahors of the fame 
individual? I am fure there is more unity in them, than in the fuppofed 
crimes of the A— y G— r-1 and the Judges. Why then do they not apply 
the edge of their dialectical acumen to this cafe ? Were it blunt as a coulter* 
it could not fail to fplh it. The moft vulgar and untutored muft f«£ thai 
the two queftions cannot be interwoven, and formed into one. All the 
harangues yet delivered ihow but too clearly that they are as wide of oac 
another as eaft and weft. Let us then, for the prefent, at leaft, baniA the 
enquiry into the conduct of the judges, and attend folely to the motion whk^ 
lies on the table, lf 9 at any future time, it fliould be thought neceflary to 
reftime this topic, a quite different mode of proceeding, muft, in my hujn<- 
ble opinion, be adopted. Can any man in his fenfes imagine that this grave 
and venerable Affembly will ad upon Vague report and hearfay, upon the 
uncertain voice of the multitude, which blowethr where it lifteth ; .and thou 
heareft the found thereof, but knoweft not whence it coiheth, norwhi-j 
ther it goeth? No, Sir; we muft have fomething noted and permanent be- 
fore us, fomething that we can fee and feel, and not a fleeting ghoir,' that 
eludes our grafp. Why did not theft outrageous lovers of juftice and the 
conftitution purfiie this plan ? Why did they not lay before us an authentic 
date of the illegal and unjuft proceedings of which they complain ? ,If the 
verdicts, to which they allude, were unconftuutional, why did not theyr 
move for an arreft of judgment? Why was not the' point fubmitted to the 
consideration of the twelve judges ? What has" become of demurrers and 
frefh trials? What has become of appeals to higher tribunals? Had feme 
of thefe fteps been taken, we might have .fome object for our conJIderati- 
bn, and we ftiould know what plan to follow/ At prefent, we are entirely 
in the dark; or, what is worfe even than Egyptian darknefs, we have a 
glimmering uncertain light, which can only betray us into the inextricable 
paths of error. Indeed, the gentlemen, who ftarted. this fubject, feem to me 
to be fporting away our time, and inviting us to play witri them at blindvum's- 
buff. But, if they have no ferious bufinefs to engage their attention, and 
are diipofed to amulement and vain declamation, I hope we knqw our dutr 
better than to join them in fuqh boyiih trifling. We have : on.oiir-.Jiaad6the 
weighty. and important concerns of the ftate. To. thefe lefc us apply with. 
all oiir might. * At this .critical period they are fufceient to employ our 
tyhole time and attention. . :.'*.. 
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T- — s T Ox-d/fete, ntxt* 



Sir, 



I Cannot eafily Hgure to myfelf a fubjecl that dcfeves more of our timej 
and attention than the enquiry propofed. For what is its object? The 
restoration .of the coeftitutional power of juries, which certain judges are 
accufed of having abridged. Can any thing be more interfiling to a man, 
who has 'the lea5 fpark of patriotifm, or has indeed any juft notion of bi> 
own good ? Juries are excluded from taking under their cognizance the in- 
tention, with which libels are publifhed. Why then are they [not forbid to 
coafider the intention in cafes of theft, robbery, and murder r I a,ra fatis- 
fed they are ai unfit Tor judging of the one as of the other. He whom 
nature or education has not qualified for determining th e guilt of a libel, i* 
unqualified to (it as judge in cafes of life and death. Libels are general!/ 
addrcffcd to the body of the people. Them they are intende4 t,o airect, 
them they are intended to miflead. Who then fo proper as they to judge cf 
their tendency and power? For my own part, I always understood* that 
they were the fole judges in criminal cafes, and that the juftices were only 
expounders. of the law, men paid by the public to afjift and direct them in 
intricate and difficult cafes. Nor am I apprehenfive that the law will ia 
their hands become uncertain and confufed. Human nature is every where 
the fame. The deciiions of London and Middlefex juries, will be pretty 
uniform and confident. If this were not facl, how could the principles of 
our criminal law in other cafes have yet remained the fame? There is no 
great variety or inconfiftency in the verdifits pafled by the juries of different 
counties in fimilar cafes of theft, robbery, and murder- Why ihould not 
the fame harmony fubfilt in their judgments upon libels ? The reaion I ear- 
not pofllble divine, nor fathom. Let thofe who are more Jharp-fighted, 
explain it, if they can. I confefs myfelf unequal to the talk, but if this 
is beyond their reach, let them allow that the encroachments, lately made 
by judges on fuch an eflential right of juries, call loudly for our interpoii- 
tion. 



Lord N— th /poke next. 
• SIR, 

I HAVE attended with the utmoft care to whatever has besn advanced 
by whe promoters of the motion and the enquiry. Like an ignorant 
juryman, willing to be a thorough mailer of the caufe which he is to try, 1 
have fpared neither pains nor patience in fcanning every argument. Bi'., 
notwithstanding all my affiduity and opennefs to conviction, *I mud fay, that 
I fee no fufficient grounds for $e mjp^ipn or the enquiry. Were .there even 
complaints made againft the Attorney General, fo/ the improper e^ercife of 
his power, yet furely this is not the time for dipping his wings! and con- 
'fining him within narrower limits. If you had a vicious and i .ruly horle, 
would you, in order to tame him, remove the only curb which gave you 

any 
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ny command over him? No; you would footier pat an additional bit into 
is mouth. Not that I would defire to fee any new reftraint laid on the 
refs. No, Sir; I am far from fuggefting fuch an idea. No man fhall ever 
ave it in his power to charge me with evil defigns upon that, bulwark of the 
onftitution. I know its value too well to harbour fo rafh a thought. But, 
fhile I would preferve to the people this noble privilege undtminifhed, I 
irould not extend it beyond all bounds, and put it in the power of every 
ifcontented andfa&ious fcribbler toinfult Government with impunity, and 
o kindle jealoufies and animofities throughout the nation, without any 
neans of redrefs. Such a ftate of things would not be liberty, but Keen- 
ioufnefs. At leaft, if it be liberty, I am fure we have enough of it al- 
eady. But fome people are fo unreafonable that nothing will fatisfy them 
>ut the overthrow of all the barriers fo, wifeJy ere&ed by our anceftors for 
>refervingthe diftintt members of the conftitution. They forget that our 
government is of a mixed nature, and cannot therefore bear every thing on 
me fide, and- nothing on the other. They do not forefee that its balance 
rill bedeilroyed by taking from the regal, and adding to the popular fcale. 
n my opinion, the different weights, which compofe our Government, are 
it prefent nicely poifed, and we (hall only fpoil the equilibrium by our 
ampering. This would be particularly the cottfequence at this jundture, 
vhen thtf minds of the people are' unhappily fo mu<ph inflamed, and fo 
h-ongly difpofed to Encroach on the claims of the crown. Let us then wait 
vith patiente till the prefent ferment has fubfided, and prepared the nation 
"or liftening to reafon. It matters little whether this inftitution be ancient 
>r modern, provided it be good. 

That it is jfo in our days mu(t,, I think, be evident to every man whdf 
•eads the papers and pamphlets which are conftantly publiftied. They teem 
vith (lander and defamation . Slander and defamation; are become the food 
ind raiment of printers and bookfellers. They abfoltitely live on the mur- 
3er of public and private charafters. To what lengths would they not go t 
lid they not dread the power of the Attorney General ? They would be- 
:ome quite outrageous and infufferable. 

Part of what I have faid of the motion is equally Applicable to the en- 
quiry. This is not a feafon for engaging in fuch a momentous affair. Some 
of us are too much influenced by paflion and prejudice; and we have on our 
hands plenty of other affairs, more urgent and more important. Indeed, if 
by this enquiry we could remove the doubts and jealoufies which are (aid. 
to exift, there would be one argument in its favour, But I am fatisfied this 
would not be the cafe. The fame men who have engendered the prefent 
fcandalons reports, who have forte red, nourifhed, and carefully reared them 
op to maturity, would have dill the fame caufe of difcontent, that is, no 
canfe at ail, but the want of places and penfions; and they would fwell 
into a new fubjett of complaint the fentence of acquittal^ or rather appro- 
bation, which we (hould be forced to pronounce. 1 know this would be the 
end of the enquiry. Yoar Wilkefes, your Juniufes, and Bill of Rights 
men, urged, like fpiteful toads, with malice and hunger, would fpit their 
impottr.* venom in our faces. They would fet a-going the fame mint in; 
which they have coined the many falfe and villainous reports which are pro- 
pagated concerning our courts of juftice. Having been punifhed by our 
judges for their crimes, they would, like hoys, who wreak their vengeance 
on the guiltlefs ftone by which they have been- hurt, fpend their fury on the. 
mere inftruments which the law employs in chaftifing them. Unhappy def* 
peradoes 1 who do not forefee that this attack upon the guardians of the law 
will prove fatal to the law itfelf, and that they cannot long furvive. Com- 
mon 'enemies to prince and people, they mull be the objects of common 
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Wgea&ce. But incendiaries rejoice in a genera) cop fixation. The fall 
of. their neighbour* 5 houie is their harveft ; they ratten on its fpoils. 

But we are told that it is the mifconducl of the mini ftry that has wrought 
the people into this bad humour, which makes them oppofe all law and 
order. No, Sir, it is not the mifcondu& of the miniftry, nor the tnifcon- 
<iu& of the courts of jufllce, nor the corruption of the people. The mini- 
Aers and the courts of juftice have not done a Angle aft which they cannot 
juftify by the law and the conftitution. They are ready to anfwer for their 
conduft. . But it is the credulity of the people, wrought upon by flagitious 
libellers, that has excited this outrageous opposition to government. And 
where is the wonder that they are thus milled ? Can any man recollecl a 
period, when the prefs groaned with fuch a variety of wicked and defperate 
libels ? Such is their number, that one would imagine there is not a fingle 
pen made, a fingle ftandifh ufed, or a fingle fcrap of paper bought, but in 
order to manufacture a libel. The firft thing we lay our hands on in the 
morning is a libel ; the laft thing we put out of our hands in the evening is 
a libel. Our eyes open upon libels; our eyes clofe upon libels. In ft or t, 
libels, lampoons, and fatires, conftitute all the writing, printing, and read- 
ing, of our time. . ... . 

when faftious and difcontented men have brought things to this pafs, why 
fhould we be furprifed at the difficulty of bringing libellers to juftice? 
Why mould we wonder that the great boar of the wood,' this mighty Junius, 
lias broke through the toils, and foiled the hunters $ Though there may be 
at prefent no fpear that will reach him, yet he may be fome time or other 
caught. At any rate, he will beexh'aufted with fruitlefs efforts; thofe tulks, 
which. he has been whetting to wound and gnaw the conftitution, will be 
worn. out. Truth will at laft prevail. The public will fee and feel that he 
ha? either advanced falfe fads, or reafoned falfely from true principles ; 
and that he has owed his efcape to the fpirit of the times, not to the juftice 
of his caufe. The North Briton, the moft flagitious libel of its day, would 
have been equally fee u re, had it been as powerfully fupported. But the 
prefs had not then overflowed the land with its black gall, and poifoned the 
minds of the people. Political writers had fomefhame left; they had fome 
reverence for the crown, fome refpeft for the name of Majefty. Nor were 
there any Members of Parliament hardy enough to harangue in defence of 
libels. Lawyers could hardly be bought to plead for them.' But the fcene 
is now inrirely changed. Without doors, within doors, the fame abutive 
grains prevail. Libels find patrpns in both Houfes of Parliament* as well 
as in We&minfter-Hall. Nay, they pronounce libels on the very judges. 
They pervert the privileges of this houfe to the purpofes of faftion. They 
catch and fwallow the breath of the inconftant multitude, becaufe, Ifuppofe, 
they take their voice, which is now that of libels, to be the voice of God. 

Sir W— — M h /poke next. 

FT my appreh'enfion* no two queftions can be more different or more uif 
connected than the motion and the enquiry, which has CngrofleiA fo much 
of our time and attention. The' only thing which they have in common is, 
that the Attorney General and the Judges are law officers under the crown, 
and that they follow their employments in the fame half. But is this* a fuf- 
iicient reafon for tying them always together in a bundle ? By no means. 
Itis not pretended, if they have erred, that they have erred in conjunction. 
.Their pbtfer and jufifdiftion arc feparate and diftfnft. What nature and 
1 i' K ' ' - : ••' the 



the coftftUutiot^ have kept afander, let us not force into a vi6lent union. 
By tbe.converfation which J $av$ bad with the honourable propofer of the 
motion^ I under (land that he never meant to have this topic at prefent in- 
troduced, but that he intends to referve it for a future opportunity. Nor 
c>n I fee with what View it could be ftarted, except with that of thwarting 
and impeding the progrefs qf t]he affair now under our consideration. Cer- 
tain I am that it has hitherto had no other effedt. It has fruitlefsry con- 
fumed much of our time, and prevented us from coming to any dtfcifiori. Let 
us fir ft difpoieof the motion, and then we fhall have the road fmooth and ea/y 
for an enquiry. 

The arguments' advanced againft the motion ferve only to convince me 
of its reafonablenefs. For, if the power of the Attorney General be odious^ 
why fiiould it be continued ? This alone is a Sufficient ground for its abo- 
lition ; or, if you will not abolifh it, for its amendment ; firice the a& of 
William the 3d is itfelf only an amendment, taking from the mafter of the 
crown office the authority which is now lodged in the hands of the Attorney 
General, Had our anceftors underftood the full extent and meaning of the' 
latter claufe, I do not believe that they would have left the affair on its 
prefent footing. Let us correct their overfight, and reftore the confutation 
in fuch an effential article. 

The inquiry feems to me extremely neceflary, both to, quiet the murmurs 
of the people, and to prove the integrity of the judges and of this houfe. 
I am convinced nothing fefstwili give the nation fatisfa&ion. For, let any man 
confider the words tjiat have fallen from the honourable gentleman, who 
fat as a juryman on Almon's trial, I am fure they* are fufHcient to excite 
horror in the breaft of any feeling man, and to render the people outrageous. 
He tells you, that though he was inclined to think the culprit innocent, , 
he was led by the law of the judge to find him guilty. Are not thefe quirks, 
thefe artifices alarming to every confiderate mato ? do they not call loudly 
for an inquiry ? yes ; and if we are honeft men we will inquire. 

Mr, (pome — W/poke next* 
SIR, 

HAVING heard ranch of this affair in conversation, and read fomething 
of it in a pamphlet which was put into my hands in the country, I 
was refolved to bring it into the houfe fome time this feffion. I thought this 
a proper opportunity. I propofed it therefore as the gfound+work'of this 
notion without any views of obftrutting or thwarting it* I am glad to 
hear that the propofer of this motion intends to profecute this affair. How- 
ever much we may differ in the mode, he may be aiTured of my affiftance. 

Counfellor Wal— ce /poke next. 
SIR, 

AN honourable friend of mine, who propofed to modify the Attorney 
General's power of filing official informations, fays, that the defend- 
ant ftould, as in courts pf juftice, be allowed to m£w caufe why aainfoH 
mation ihould not be granted, and that this regulation would prove of uft- 
jpeakable benefit ; but to whom would it prove of unfpeakable benefit ? 
not to the nation, but to libellers. This proceeding would only 
be giving thent a previous warning to make their efcape, or to ab- 
fcond, from juftice. No libeller could thus be puniflied. They wouW, 
like Moore, lurk in fome dark retreat, and become every day more and 
more ^ring'ia their attacks on evtty thing facred and venerable. Every 
illiterate feuow might live at the expence of government, by pouring ont 
H h h z floods 
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floods of birbari/in and nonftnfe on the abufed public Nothing would .fell 
hvxWbifptrers, and fuch execrable traftu The morals, as well a&tafte of 
the people, would be corrupted. The prefs, which was intended for tbe 
fopport of literature no ltfs than of liberty, would become the rain of both. 
For barbarifm and flavery will in this nation follow clofe on one another's 
hfeele. Liberty therefore is more interested in the fupport of this power 
than fome gentlemen fufpelt. Let them then not be to precipitate in their 
innovations. The difcuffion of this point requires more time and care than 
we can allow at the prefent juncture. 

The fame fentence may be palled oh the fecohdary object of your confider- 
ation, the inquiry into the conduct of- the judges. The principal reafon 
wgedy a learned Serjeant* in order to move us to this inquiry is* that 
incroaebments have been made on the conftitutional power of juries. But 
Jiow comes he to be on this occafion fuch an obftinate ftickler for juries * A 
jury gave a verdift at Guildford againft one of his clients, an aurocions and 
notorious libeller. What did this learned, conftitutional ferjeant do ? did 
he acquiefce in the fentence of the jury? did he, bow the knee to their au- 
thority, and fubmit with tilent refpeft and reverence t No; this bulwark 
df liberty and property, this liberty boy, and bill pf rightfman, fet their 
authority at nought, and appealed from their jurifdi&ion to that of the very 
court, and very judges, whom he would arraign for circumferibing the 
power of juries. U this fair? is this honourable i fhall the fame man, who 
would induce onr judges to take the law from juries into their own hands, 
be the very firft to condemn that ftep ? people may talk of uniformity and 
confiftency of conduct, of patriotifm and attachment to law and the cqpfti- 
tution. But, I am miftaken if thefe names are ftri&ly applicable to this 
behaviour. Attacks upon individuals I abhor ; and it is for that reafon, 
1 am now fo explicit. % Gentlemen feeling themfelves as vulnerable at leaft 
as thofe whbm they arraign, will be more cautious in impeaching pthers, 
whom they confefledly do not ecjual in abilities, and whom they certainly 
do not exceed in integrity. With fuch characters the law of retaliation 
is the only expedient. Tooth for tooth, and eye for eye, is the fole 
plan, which can put fuch Sadducees, or rather Pharifees, to filence. . 

The R&ty of Serjeant Gl— n. 

SIR, 

NO- man has a^ greater veneration for juries than I. They are our beft 
fecurities againft the oppreffion of the crown. Were it not for them, 
I do not believe that we fhould now be here difcufting their rights. Their 
decifionin the cafe of the feven bifhops, faved the nation. Entertaining 
this opinion of their importance, I fhould ill deferve the name of a frfend 
to the conftjtution, if I myfelf encroached upon their powers* and explain- 
ed away their privileges. But I difclaira fuch inconfiftency of conduft. 
I never invaded the rights of juries, nor attempted to wreft the law from 

.them*, wnere their jimfdi&ion was competent. The cafe to which the 
fcpnpurable gentleman alludes, is very different from that, which I have 
arraigned. It is an action upon the cafe, an action which depends upon a 
jpoint,.Qf law, and which was not therefore cognisable by the jury at Guild- 
ford* I. have always after ted, that a jury ought to enter Into the whole 
merits of rhe cafe before them, to go into the general ifToe, and to give 

/.a.vetdift accordingly. But I have never infinuated, that when a difficulty 
in law arifes, they are the proper judges. v No, Sir, I have always held 
the court to be in thefe cafes the dcrmr'refort, the depositaries and ex^ 

. pounder * 
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Founders of the law. Wero not this my notion of the matter, how could 
approve of fpecial verdicts,, which are fo frequent and fo constitutional ? 
They are only an appeal from the jury to the court, or rather they are an 
acknowledgement from the jury, that they deem • tbemfelves unqualified 
for judging of the affair, and that they leave it to the doctors of the law* 
The cafe determined by the jury at Guildford, was, in my apprehenfion, 
of a fimilar nature. It was involved in a queftion of law, which if not 
beyond their fphere, feemed to me not to have been fuficiently considered by 
them. Could I then have afted in more cpaftituticnally, than by fdvifing my 
client to undertake the only regular and legal plan of defence, which 
remained I Let us even fuppofe, that I. was convinced this ftep tended to 
an encroachment on the province of juries, yet will this honourable gentle- 
man blame my conduct as an advocate i has he never pleaded ^gatnft hie 
own private fentiments f has he never given an advice in Weftminftet-hail, 
which he wonld not give in this houfe x when I come into, this affcmhly, 
I lay afidethe advocate, and aflume the fenator, I advance nothing, out 
my real opinions, nothing but the decifions of my reafon and judgement, 
nothing but what my head dictates, and my heart .approves. And, JU^p I 
am provoked to it, let me now declare my genuine sentiments on. the. flate 
of our courts of ju&osu . They are not without faults; they have, been 
guilty of miftemeanors ; and there is real and juit ground for the propofed 
inquiry. Upon examination* a folid foundation for the prefent complaints 
will appear. I flake my credit in this houfe, upon the truth of this 
ailertion. Need I fay more to move yon to the inquiry ? when the proper 
time comes, I engage to prove what I fo confidently affirm. 

Counfellor Wal— ce's Reply. 
S I *, 

IT js not material to me what the opinion of the (earned Serjeant may be; 
fihee it is my own fixed and deliberate ooinion, and 1 believe, the opinion 
of mankind in general, that the advice or a man of honour and hbnefty 
ought to be the fame in Weftmin Iter- hall and in this houfe. I do not an* 
derftand that cafuiftry, which eftablifhes one fyilem of morality for the ob- 
fervation of an advocate, and another for that of a member of parliament.* 
Both fhould have one common plan of ethicks, and that is, both fhould be 
honeft men, and not fight, like Swifs, on either fide, as in tc reft or conve- 
nience dictates. A man cannot be divided from himfelf; he cannot be an 
honeft man in the Houfe of Commons, and a diftioneft man in Weftminfler- 
hall. The character of duplicity and infincerity will follow him as a 
ihadow follows the body. The learned Serjeant may reafon and refine 
u^on the nature of the trial at Guildford; he may tell us of an action upon 
the ca.Ce, and of points of law, he may fplit, divide, and then fubdivide, as 
long as he pleafes ; but he never will perfuade me that the jury were not 
as proper judges of Home's cafe, as of any of the cafes in which he would 
have them allowed to go into the r general ifftie, and to find a verflict accord- 
ingly. .The point of law in the trial at Guildford was not more intricate 
and. obfeure. than the point of law, which has produced this outcry againft 

•.the judges. If the Serjeant will make ufe of that learning, of which he 
is pofleifed, he will find^my obfervation. to be juft. Not that 1 think the 

• conduit of the judges to be illegal. The legality of their proceedings I 
take to be perfectly clear and evident. AU the obfeurity is on the other 
fide; &ad 1 am convinced this truth vtfill appear, whenever the queftion 
comes to be regularly difcufled.in this affembly. 

Counfellor 



Counfellor Bh^— -'— <?, rt^e t4f ^gai^'imj/pohilusi \ 
SIR, . ••* .: "!.■'■"-'. 

W ONLY rife up to do 1 the 'learned Serjeant that Jriffice which he forgot to; 
J| do himfelf. The aclion at Guildford agahVnV Ms client, was not only 
fbt a Hbel, but a!fo for defamatory words. The profecutor forefaw that 
he could hot be con rifted of having pubJiihcd a- libel. ' A* a fuccedaneum, 
therefore, as a referve, in caTe he ftiould be hard puihed in the fight, he 
Hrengthened hts line of attack with thofe auxiliary words, which the culprit 
had been charged with having uttered before the freeholders ot 8urry, af- 
icmbled'for the purpofe of inftrueling their repr*fenta*tives. 'As hid fceen 
fefpctled,' the jury acquitted the learned Serjeant's client of the libel," fcnd 
found himi guilty of verbal ilander. What then cafc be more different than 

Se two cafes > yet the learned counsellor on the other fide the houfe, treats 
em as if they were the fame, as if a libel and verbal Ilander conveyed 
tte fatbe' idea. The learned Serjeant apprehends, that the otcafton on 
which the words in queftion were fpoken, gives them a legal exemption 
from any profecution. He imagines that conftituents, when they are af- 
fembted' in order to inftruft their reprefentatives, or to examine into* their 
conduft, have a right to titter their • fen tim en ts freely, and to accufe, cen- 
fore, condemn or approve, whatever part of their behaviour they think 
proper. * If they are not allowed this privilege without any fear or appre- 
ienfiotf, how can the purity of reprefentation be preferved ? how can the 
generality of conftituents know whether their deputy has afted conformably 
to their intentions, or not, if freedom of debate is not'granted, if thofe who 
poflcfs and can communicate the beft intelligence, are not fufFered to ex* 
plain fads, and to draw a true picture of the perfon under their coniideration ? 
to deny this privilege, is to deny the right of reprefentation ; becaufe it can 
upon no other plan remain intire and undiminished. The molt worthlefs per- 
fon may, after betraying the nation to ah arbitrary minifter or tyrannical 
king, oe palmed upon the people as the befl: of delegates. The profound 
ignorance of his character, which the verdict at Guildford tends to efta- 
blifli, will often be attended with this dangerous confequence. Such/Ifappre- 
hend, were the motives, which induced the learned Serjeant foranarreft 
of judgment, and to bring the affair before the court as a point of law, not 
competent to the j urifdi&ion of a jury. Say what you will of the means, 
you mud allow that the end was good. Every fcheme that has a tendency 
to improve the conftitutioa \n loch an eflential pora{, if always mefij 
toriqus. 

Jlfr. Rig— — r /poke nexu 
SIR. 

1RISE not up fo much to harangue as to take the fubjecl out of the youths 
of thefe gentlemen of great learning. Iprofefs v&ry little learning my- 
felf;,and for that reafon I may perhaps be able to relieve the houfc from 
that yawning which learning frequently produces. Many a long harangue 
have I hearo 1 from your men of learning, yet I never could find that .they 
threw much light upon the fubjecl of debate. . On this, pccafioa I hftyf at- 
tended with much patience, and. I am dill as much in the dark as when 
they began to unravel the myftery. One gentleman of great learning tells * 
you of an a&ion upon the cafe, and thinks that cabaliftical phrafe folves 
eveiy difficulty, and acquits him of every imputation. Another gentleman 
of 45 gre^t or greater learning, grounds his acquittal upoa a dutin&ioii, 

which 
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whfeh lie makes between a libel and verbal flander. Now I, who do not lay 
any great ftrefs upon my learning, can fee nothing here but a diftin&ion 
without a difference. For in what, I befeech you, does the eflence of a 
libel con fi ft ? not fo much in its being written or fpoken as in the intention, 
with which it was written or fpoken, Thefe learned gentlemen have hey 
forgot the arguments, which they advanced in their arraignment of tjie con- 
duct of the judges. Be conuftent for once,, I pray you, and honeftly coa- 
fefs, that if the intention coniiitutes the guilt of a libel, it equally coniU- 
tutea the guilt of verbal flander or defamation; and that, if the jary be 
competent judges in the one cafe, they muft be fo in the other ; both being ef- 
feudally and at bottom the fame* Why then have recourfe to the judge, 
when according to your own reafoning, the jury ought to take the aftair 
under their congnizance, and to bring it to a anal determination ? for my 
part, I think you are caught : you have actually fallen into the pit, which 
you dug for your enemies. It is not that I am violently bent on the pro- 
secution of libellers. In God's name let thofe who deferve it be libelled* 
I do not care how many of thefe favours are conferred, on me. They may 
libel me, and welcome. The v may libel the miniftry; I will not lay nay* 
But let not odious and groundiefs 'refie&ions be caft on the venerable courts 
ofjuftice. They ought, to beheld facred and inviolable ; or, if they are im- 
peached, it ought to be done with gravity* The enquiry muft be, founded on 
ibmething more firm and fubftantial than on vague,, uncertain hearfav. Indeed, 
if there is any judge that is b politician, that makes the laws yield to views 
of intereft or ftate, let him be libelled- He deferves his fate. Nobody will 
be difp leafed. The nation has a right to enquire into the conduct of mi- 
niilers, and if licentioufnefs is ibmetimes the confequence, it is a bad efFeft 
proceeding from a noble caufe, and cannot be remedied without ruin to 
conilitution. I doubt not but the very words which I am now fpeaking will 
be mifreprefented. Every thing now a days finds its way. into, the news-/ 
papers. Your fpeech is in to day, mine will be in to-morrow, and the 
following, fome of the learning of the learned Serjeant will be publifhed. 
But where is the harm? I am afraid of nothing but. that the people will 
become fo learned through the channel of fuch an oracle in the law, that 
my little learning will no longer be fit to rep re fen t them. 

Mr " /poke next. 

SIR, 

MOST of the arguments advanced againft the motion, are founded on 
the antiquity of the Attorney General's power, and on it* being 
a part of the common law, now this feems to me to be an rhdefenfible 
ground ; becaufe informations, attachments, and interrogatories, are 
entirely derived from the civil law. The whole procefs in thefe cafes looks 
more like the management of caufes before the judge of a Roman Emperor, 
than like the free and equitable laws of England. But why do I fay loqk 
like it?- it is abfolutely the very thing, a mere tranfcript of* the form of 
proceeding pradifed in the Imperial courts ofjuftice. Lambert who Is 
no defpicable authority, aflerta this to be true. But why refort to authority, 
when the nature of the thing, that fpirit of difer'etion, not law, makes it 
palpable- td our fenfes ? yes, you gentlemen of "the long robe, mfry (hake 
your heads 5 but I defy you to ftiake out of them any argument which will 
overthrow my pofition. 

The queftion being now called for, it was carried in the negative, h<y a 
great majority, and the motion was thrown out. 

' ' INDEX. 



i 



(4*3) 



N 



D 



E 



X. 



ACCOUNT of the, meeting-ef 
the Ele&ors of Weftminfter at 
% WeftminfUr hall, Oftober 31ft. 

Account of Mr. Almon's trial p. 17 
*— of Mr. Woodfall's 20 

—of Mr. Almon's motion for a new 
trial, 24 

Addrefs to the Freeholders of Mid- 
dle&x, 83 

—to Baron Smytbe, 215 

*— to Lord Mansfield 331 

—of the grand Jury of Grenada, 
to Governor M civile 218 

American paoew 32, 9 j, 166, 221 
Anecdote of Lor J But $ 16 

— of the Queen of Hungary 213 
Atticus, his addrefs to the Bifhop 
of Briftol, on his late vifitatioa 
fermOn 144 

Ariftides, on the degeneracy of the 
times 254 

Authentic account of the proceed- 
ings at Guildhall, on the conduct 
of the Recorder of London 

262, to 4 00 

B 

B— — e Col. his fpeech, in a cer- 
tain afiembly on the K— - *s 
fpeech 341 

B— — n Lord, his reply 345 

B-*— ke Edm— d his fpeech 346 
B — n Lord, his reply 35a 

C 
Calus Mem mi us his fpeech, to the 
people of Rome, freely tranfiaf 
eoV from Sail u ft, with alterations 
fuited to the prefent times 313' 
Card to Serjeant Glynn 64 

Character o£ a late Premier 2 1 2 
Cobler the, his letter to the prin- 
ter .72 
City of Bofton's account of their 
concfn& to Capt/ Preffon 221 
Cmcinnatus, on the urtconftitutional 
poweroftheAttorriey General 141 
Vol. vii; 



Ch— m Lord, his fptech on this 
date of the nation 353 

Defcription of a good King 1 

•—of a wife King 57 

Dialogue fpfcken at the commence- 
ment, in the College of Phila- 
delphia 218 

Differtation On the original djfc 
pate between Great Britain, and 
her Colonies *jj 

-—On the condaft of adminiftratt- 
on, refpe&ing a war with Spain 

254 

Defence made by the afembly of 
the Ifland of St. Chriftophers 
with their refolutions~»a lettet 
from the Speaker, to the Chief 
Judge— and new paginal notes 
and remarks on the whole 367 

Dilpute noticed, between Mr. 
Wilkes, and Mr. Edridge, about 
the proceedings at* Appleby's 

E ■ 3J * 

Eflay on the luxury of the great 

20a 

Evidences depofing in the great 

canfe depending 20^ 

E&ralbfrom'a remonftrance to the 

houfe of Commons - 140 

F 

Freeholders of York', tljeir letters 

of thanks to their reprefentatires 

304 
G 
Guthrie's Jacobite Grammar ex* 
' pofed 194 

H 

Henrique* Secwidus, his letter to 

Lotd North, with a plan fot 

raifing a revenue without dif- 

trefling the people 316 

Hint, ski improvable one^ to the 

eofcifciftors of our political fyf» 

tem rzg. 

Hints fop fupptying thc r defers ia 

Iii ' 



4*4 ,. 



INDEX. 



the conftitation i?o 

Hiftorical anecdotes and remarks 
concerning the Lor4 s an ^ Com- 
mons, who voted for the Hano- 
\ "vcrfucceflicn 257, 329 

Humble addrefs of the Grand Jury 
6f Grenada to the King 321 

Index of the times , 302 

Infallible remedy againft pppofi- 

tion 65 

Ingenious defence of a Vizir 211 

In2r«£Uoris of the inhabitants of 

Botfon N. England, to their re- 

prefentatives 4° 

Jnftnr&ioiirto oar minillers of Hate 



74 
148 

335 



* Junius, to Lord North 
— 'to Lord Mansfield 

K 

King^s fpeech at the opening of the 

feffion of parliament November 
.13th 361 

•-anfwer to the City Rejuonftrance 

3H 
L 

Lafcelles Edwin, Efq ; his anfwer 

, fo the letter of thanks fent him 

by the Freeholders of Yorklhire 

307 
Letter to W — W— Efq ; with re- 
marks; on the add reft of the free* 
holders of St. Chriftopber's, and 
genuine copies of letters to Ge- 
neral Woodley . J85 
Letter from an eminent Counfellor 
aadfriead of liberty to his 'cor-' 
refpondent at New York, on the 
- „ do&rine of libels 47 
Letter from Grenada 53 
Lift of Scots in the Eaft India com- 
pany's fervice at Bengal . 10 
—of the gentlemen who voted for 
& agft; theHanover fcceefiiori 257 
Lord Mansfield's fpeecn on the fe* 
cond reading of the bill for pre* 
venting delays of juftice, by rca- 
. foo^f the privilege, of parliament 
. after jfune 24th, 177a vyi$h the 
heads of the faid bill ,80 
Letter from Robert Morris, Efq ; 
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dence, at foreign Courts 335 

Rernonftrance of the Electors of 
Weftminfter to the King * 357 
o f the Lord Mayor Aldermen 
and common Council of the Ci- 
ty of London ' 362 

Refolutions of the. inhabitants of 
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Lincoln's inn, both antient and 
modern,- Arc. by PMlEp Burt6n, 
8vo, 7s. 6d. Wdrral 

New 



4* 



t Vf D E X* 



Newfyftejnof phyfick, 9ro. ti.6d> 

Evens 
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